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25. Primroſe, . - 


24. Crichton, „ 


a 5 
26. Corſtorphine, - —<- =—| = 
27. 0 ©» - 1. 30%: 
28. Wigton, Ee ns 
29. Old Luce, - 2 1509 
30. Greenlaw, = 3 895 
31. Auchterhouſe, = - | 600 
32. Forglen, - = - 607 
33. Linlithgow, /,. - | 3296 
34. Langton,  . = \-= [290 
35. Mertoun, 3 | O2 
36. Reſcobie/, „„ - a 
37. Clackmannan, — - 1913 

Totals, — | 46,496 


Boyd ſays, there are about 244 et 
will be 5; or rather more. 


t This is the increaſe, 


Increaſe in 1791—3. _ 


/ 
*, 


* This is, on the 8 that there 
This was the number in 1789. ; 


$ This Was the number in 1785. 


of both Govan and Gorhals, 
Increaſe of 5000, ſtated to Gorbals in Vol. V., muſt be a miſtake. 


. 1 ri, in 1735. I 1791-57 Increaſe. | Decreaſe," Page 
1. Chirnſide, - | | - | 383 | 6 | 578 . | 
2. Fenwick, - - 1113 : | 
3. Daviot and Dunlichey, - 12176 of 1697 
4. Slamannan, 1209 155 
5. Kirkmichael and Cullicudden, | 13711 
6. Dalton, VVV 451 
7. Dolphington, VVð B98: 
8. Abdie, - TE 
9. Firth and Stenneſs, e 
10. Kilninian, — 1 23590 
11. Killbrandon and Killchattan, 1492 
12. Kilfinichen and Kilviceuen, - | 1685 
13. Kinfauns, S RE Io 
14. Kilfinan, = — 4 793 
i = no Son — 1730 
16. Tynron, — * e 464 
125 Govan, e — 1 4389 
19. 23 nd Harray, - »- |. 2200 | 
20. Crathy and Braemar, * <| 2671 
2i. Mid-Calder, 3 — 760 
22. Speymouth, — 1 994 
23. Canoby, — - -| 1733 


are 51 in each ſamily. Mr. 
and that * — in each, 
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85 PARISH. or CHIRNSIDE.. ts 


| (County oF Brxwick, SynoD | oF Mcxsr AND Troiors : 
DALE, PRESBYTERY or Curnnsrpe.)' „ 
By the Rev. Warren Arbznsox, D. DP). | 


Situation, Extent, Eflates, ce. 


HIRNSIDE is the name of a conſiderable village 
and pariſh, in the ſhire of Berauict, vulgarly call- 
ed the Merſe, but, more properly, the March, upon the 
E. border of Scotland. It is alſo the ſeat of a preſbytery; 5 
and, as ſuch, it is ſtated in the hiſt of the yteries'®, 
| inſtituted in the reign of James VI. 1581 ; when the Dis- | 
| ceſan Court, or Synod of Jedburgh, now called that of 
Yor. XIV. „ 1 84 
1 = Yide Calderood's Church Hiſtory, fol, adit. p. 10%, 2 0 


* 7 


. , F,/  | | TT 
Merſe and Tiviotdale, conſiſted of only four preſbyteries 3 
viz. that of Kelſo, Dunſe, Chirnſide and Jedburgh, _ 
I1 Has no natural and well marked boundaries, The 
large ſtream of Whittadder, or Whitewater, terminates it 
upon the S., and a deep morals, called Bellymire, i is its 
confine, in the oppoſite quarter. The elevated and ex- 
| panded hill of Chirnſide, and the contiguous one of Iding- 
ton, when taken together with their wide fkirts, may be 
| reckoned as comprehenſive of the whole pariſh. The fi- = 
1 gure is oval, and its longeſt line, extending eaſtward from 
1 Whittadder bridge to the extremities of Foulden and y- 
ton pariſhes, is computed to meaſure 31 Engliſh miles, 4 : 
or under 4. Its greateſt breadth will hardly reach to 3. "2 
Upon a calculation, the number of acres in the pariſh X 
will amount to about 6523. The whole land, if we e- 
cept 5 or 6 ſmall portions, conſiſts now of 5 eſtates ; ; two 
of which, Chürnſide and e are ſeparate, baronies, 2 


e 


* a 
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Fi and both of conſiderable antiquity *,. * | 
F | „ The lands of Ninewells are next in valuation. after 


Idington. The 4th eſtate, called Eaſt Mains, and hold- 
ing of the barony, is the property of John Molle, Eſq., 1 
a lineal deſcendant of an old family of that name in Ti- 
8 viotdale, and pariſh of Morbattle. The 5 ch is that of 1 £ 
10 Plackburn in che Mire, the property of Mrs. Bruce, the E | 
i relict ” 3 


* The formier; to which the largeſt eerrittiy belongs, kad, probably 
become an appendage of the lordſhip of Home, when the chief of that 
family, Lord Warden of the Eaſt March, after being engaged in the re. 
volt of Francis, Earl of Bothwel, had returned to his duty, and obtain - 
ed, as his ſhare in that forſcited chieftain's ſpoils, a grant of the Abbey 1 5 
of Coldingham, anno 1 596, The donation would involve claims'to, or : 1 
at leaſt facilitate the acquiſition of lands in the neigkbourhood of thit | E 

well endowed priory. Hence, the lauds of Ninewells appear, from thc 3 * 
charters, not to hold of the baropy of Chituſide, but of the lordſhip & 2 
| Home, 5 


| Of Chirnſice. „C 
cali of David Bruce Efq., who reſided i in Fife. Of theſe 
heritors, 3 have preſent reſidence ; William Hall, Eſq. of 
Whitehall, the principal proprietor, and patron of the pa- 
riſh, Joſeph Home, Eſq. of Ninewells, and the above na- 
med heritor of Eaſt Mains. The barony of Idington, in 
che beginning of this century, poſſeſſed by a Sir Andrew 
Lauder, of the Valleyfield family, has been, for above 50 
years back, the property of the Hays of Drummelzier, 


whoſe preſent repreſentative is Robert Hay, Eſq., reſident ; 
at Dunſe Caſtle, the Wat {eat of his PT: 


Name, &c.—The ab. of the name chi s, is : 
of ſomewhat difficult explication; yet if we take its firſt 
Sable to be Gaelic, as the other is Saxon, or Engliſh, 
its import and propriety may be underſtood. The word 
. cairn, well known to denote in Erſe, the rude ſepulchral 


monument of ſtones, raiſed by the Saxons and Danes, in 


| honour of their warriors who fell in battle, is written, in 


ſome ſpecimens we have of that language, with a ch, and, 
at large, 57 or chern *. 


10 42 Ihe 


Wh 1 this e © the proper one, in Erfe, the POTS, of the 

open vowel 4 or 4, into an i, which is more mute, may be eaſily ac- 
counted for, from the abbreviated ſound being moſt affected in common 
diſcourſe. Chernfide would be readily pronounced Chirnſide. But there. 
is a difficulty in underſtanding how the harſh and uncouth pronunciation 
of the ch could be admitted in that word, when it is generally avoided 
in the diale& of the country. The fact is, that, although the book- - 
learned, and better fort, do adopt it, the common people almoſt univer- 
ſally agree in its rejection. They pronounce Shirafde, as (turning the 
eb into an fa) they do in ſhance, ſhoice, ſhair, ſhopin, ſhecſe, &c. &c. 
And even although they often hear the Engliſh pronunciation of church, 
they can make no more of it than ſurch, The name of Shirnfide, or 
Chernjide, therefore applied to the village, may be preſumed to ſignify 
= town, or place hard by the chern, or kern; the 6 * 
habet being os ſtep like a f. 
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The „ of a cairn, although not now in accumula; 
tion, but the raiſed ground, rather hollowed ont in the 


middle, is obſervable on the eaſtern, and higheſt ſummit of b 
| the hill; near to which the row of the village, on that = 


ſide, begins. Idington Hill, which, with a ſmall interval, 
is a continuation of the fame ridge, ſhows yet 1 more appa- 


rently the place and remains of two cairns. The heaped 


ſtones of one of them were but lately carried off; and it 


is known, chat, in their firſt demolition, about 40 years 


ago, a ſtone coflin, its figure ſaid to be an oblong ſquare, 
was taken up entire, and conyeyed to a gentleman's place 
in the neighbourhood. In the track of Lammermuir, 
between Chirnſide and Dunglaſs, ſeveral of theſe cairns 


were, of late years, very conſpicuous, as they are found = 


moſt numerous upon the E. coaſt of Scotland, adjacent to 
that of Northumberland, and of Vorkſhire, often [es 


; and occupied by the Danes and Baxons. 


cura Hill, and Proſpedt from it, fic —Arboni the Z 
Teyeral eminences which disjoined from the edge of Lam- 5 
mermuir, on the N., project into the Low Country of 
Berwickſhire; Chirnſide Hill is a moſt remarkable one. It 


zs diſtinguiſhed from others of them, by its elevation and 


ſemicircular aſpect to the 8., joined with the great ex- 
panſion of its ſummit, and its gradual declination to 


Whittadder water. It commands, as moſt of them do, 3% 


the view of a country, the richeſt in ſoil (with the ex. 


ception of the Carſes), of any in Scotland; and, we 
may add, in its preſent ſtate of culture and fertility, not 


inferior to the beſt impreved lands of England; unleſs 
we take into the account the forced gardens and nur- 
ſeries around the metropolis, and ſome meadows, glutted 
with * formed out of ſwamps in the fenny coun- 

ties. 


1 


1 


0 Chirnſid de. 


ties. The landſcape beheld, is that of a plain, waved 


with long ridges, running chiefly in one- direction, and 
of more than 25 miles extent from the Bay of Berwick. 
to the Tiviotdale Hills, on the W.; while directly 8.5 
and at almoſt the ſame diſtance, the famed hills and 
chaces of Cheviot form a boundary truly grand. Aboue 


5s or 70 years ago, this proſpect, although ſtriking and 
noble over the country, was a naked one, and had little 
dor nothing of the beauty ariſing from extenſive agricul- 


ture, encloſed fields or plantations. If ſome groves or 


1 ſtrips of trees marked, here and there, the ſeats of the 


gentry or nobles, beſides theſe, and a few encloſures, 


b joined with them, hardly any thing but waſte land, or the 


pooreſt culture, was diſcoverable. Nature, indeed, wore 


na robe that indicated a deep ſoil. The uncultivated 


grounds. produced immenſe tracks of heath, overſpread 


with thick furze, or tall whins, and, in ſome drier places, 
with broom ; which, in the ſpring and through the ſum- 
2 mer, ſhed the golden gleam of er Yowers, and their 
1 fragrance, all around. 


The eye of a e on Churnũide Hill, now hes 1 in 


I proſpect a country, of the extent deſcribed, all of it in 


remarkable cultivation; the corn fields and paſture lands, 
almoſt every where, c and divided by hedges and 


1 ditches. Large plantations not only appear around the 


gentlemens' ſeats, but reach, in ſeveral places, to the ex- 


; A | tremities of their lands; ſo that they ſeem to be con- 
MF} joined to each other. Of ſuch a pleaſant ſcene, we have 

3 3 | here an immediate exhibition. The plantations of White- 
3 Z hall, forming a quadrangle, with ſome contraction on. its 
8 E. and W. ſides, and running on in lines of half a mile, 


advance up the hill, from near the banks of Whittad- 
w_ bs the — lands of *. village, now turned, in 
part, 
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8  Stateflical Account 
part, to a rich and beautiful ſheep-park. Between the | 
W. fide of that plantation, and where the hedge-row of 
Ninewells approaches to it, there is ſeen, in the open- 1 
ing, a ſection of Whittadder, to which Blackadder-water, 
there near its confluence, comes forward as a tangent, 


A little above both theſe plantations, and where a grove 


of trees intercepts to a ſpectator, at the manſe and other 
| Houſes in the ſame declivity of the hill, the diſtinct view 


of Whittadder, that clear ſtream is caſt into curious and 


pictureſque appearances. In one ſtation, it glitters be- 
tween the ſtems of the trees, reflecting intermiſſive and 
tremulous beams of light. In another, it ſhows, like a 
bright edging or half coronet, to their | green tops. In 


3 


a third, where the trees do not interpoſe, it is thrown 
Into a ſhining curve. The high banks are ſeen, in con- 
\Liguity to thoſe of Blackadder-water. The plantation 


nd encloſures around Allanbank-houſe conſpire with 


F ral Blackadder to . the viſtas and ſhut the 


Pills 


Ko The Hill of Chirnſide, beſides che views and plantations, poſſeſſes, in 


ulmoſt the whole of the extent, a natural fertility of ſoil, although with _ 
very conſiderable difference and variation; and it contains alſo great and | 


valuable ſtores of free-ſtone and marl. The former lies, in many places, 


not more than 2 or 3 feet under the ſurface, Its colour is between red | 2 


and white, and the grain ſuch as renders it not too hard to be wrought 


by the chiſel, yet very durable. Its chief bed appears in the middle of 
| the ſouth ſide of the hill, where the old path-way aſcending it, is, in * 
a manner, turned, the moſt part of its length, into a rugged pavement, 
As quarries of ſtone riſe towards the hill, the marl banks are formed, 


moſtly, in the declivities and dips it takes towards Whittadder; the 
Noping grounds on the ſides of which are entire accumulations of its 
rata; being all either of the clayey kind, or the pare lumpiſh and 
ſtoney. Of ſhell marl, no traces appear; nor is it found in the neigh- 
dourkood, nor any where in the ſhire, but in very ſmall quantities. The 

farmer 


Of Chir ide. „„ 79 
7 illage, Agriculture, &c.—The line of the villas ge runs, . 
as it has done for various generations, in two rows of 


8 | houſes, E. and W., over the broad ſummit of the hill, to 
* 4 the length of more than half a mile. Another row of 1 
A 4 them, not ſo compact, deſcends the hill in a 8. direc- 
* 1 5 tion. Departing from the former, at an opening, near 
| 4 dhe middle, called the cor/5, and properly the crofs, it his 
8 4 i the church for its termination. A little aſide from the | 


| 1 other houſes in this line, called the Kirkgate, ſtands the 
manſe, with the glebe-ground on three fides of it, at the 


1 | diſtance of about 100 yards, or more, from the church, 
* in a lower ſituation. Before the diviſion of the lands of | 
$1] the bar ony, into the ſeparate _ ſhares of its proprietors in 4 
= the 1740, and for many years after that period, the vil- 1 
th lage houſes made that mean appearance common to all : 
e others in the country. Reared at the expenſe of the land- 
XZ Holders, and furniſhed gratis to the farmers, or, at a very 
„ 5 £mall rent, to other tenants, they were of ſuch conſtruc- 
iion, in their materials and dimenſions, as, in compariſon 

n with thoſe now built, we would call the beſt of them 


th haovels, or huddles of ſtone, clay and wood. Until the 
nd * late Mr. Hall, clerk of Seſſion, erected his two pavilions 
00 23 238 office-houſes to a future manſion, and the deceaſed Mr. 


W Home of Ninewells, in the year 1745, built the preſent 


"of dwelling-houſe of his family, and fome repairs were made 
in | ; 8 w— 5 3, 
nt, | | | | | ; : 
ed, former is of ſeveral colours; light, grey, pale, blue, and dark; and 
he forne whitiſh and red. It proves equally good in each of theſe colours, 
its when ſoft; at leaſt, with the exception of the laſt one, which rather 
ind participates of ſand. As the ſtoney ſort is often found very bard, it has 
gh- been taken, even by gentlemen acquainted with its ordinary appearance, 
he for common ſtone, and built into fences. The total ruin of them, in 2 
nes = 


ver 3 years, diſcovered, to their ſurpriſe, the miſtake they had made. bs 
| application as a manure, will be afterward conſidered. 
7 


Stat zue Account 


on that of Eaſt Mains, no edifice of a modern brug 
was to be ſeen | in the whole pariſh 8 


We 


* The church, Wiel kid les low wills and tes geeple of a tower- | 
| Ike form, built with free-ſtone, bedded with lime; and its two ailes com- 
poſed of rough aſhlar. The caſtle, or ſtrong houſe of Idington, now 
_ quite demoliſhed, was of the compilement of all the old towers, partly 
of free and whin-ſtones, and ſome lime joined with clay mortar. The. 
| Houſes of the inferior heritors and pertioners of land differed little from C 
thoſe of the farmers, into the compoſition of which free-ſtone or lime 3 ; 
"Hardly entered. The manſe, as it ſtood at the deceaſe of the late mi- EC; | 
niſter in the 1755, humbly reſembled them in its form, covered with 3 
 - thatch, and with a deep cume-ceil ; in the ſecond floor, it had no more 9 
chan 36 feet of wall for all its length, unleſs what was called an outer- # 
' houſe, or kitchen, made up of tat and clay, was reckoned a good part 
of it. Before the barony of Chirnſide was divided among the heritors, 7 
in conſequence of a decree pronounced by the Court of Seſſion in the 
1740, it is to be obſerved, that there were no outfield farms, exceptivg | 
_ thoſe belonging to the three mills in the pariſh, The village, like others 1 4 
in the country, comprehended all the houſes and cottagers appertaining to Mp | 
me ſeveral proprietors, great and ſmall. Adjacent to the manſion-houſe of 5 
ſome of the former, there was what Was called the mains farm, or that of | 
dis domain or houſehold. - Hence, as the land was in time parcelled out p | 
- into ſeveral farms, ſo many of them diſtinguiſhed only by their poſition in 9 
different quarters, are known here, and in other pariſhes, by the common 
deſignation of mainſes. In the barony, at the period mentioned, there 
© were only three of thoſe farms, and another in that of Idington. Du- 
ring the continuance of the blended property of the ſeveral heritors, the 
further extenſion of farms and ſteadings was prevented by the common 
property they had in the outfields. Of theſe, the only uſe which could 
be made, was that of a paſturage ſor all the cattle and ſheep of the vil- # 
lage. Upon the remembrance of ſome old people ſtill living, the par- : 7 
ticular account of them is ſaid to have been 63 ſcore of ſheep, and 13 1 2 
of black cattle; and the whole number of horſes is reckoned, not ſo by 
exactly, at 60. The value of one ſheep's paſture was 8 d.; of an ox or 1 
cow 20 d.; and of a horſe 2s. 6d. Beſides the common moor adjacent 
to the village, a commonalty, running in a certain track ſeveral mile: 
into Lammermuir, appertained to the barony of Chirnfide, The privi- 
lege of it is known to have been uſed in the late miniſter's time, who 1 
claimed upon it the paſturage of ſome lambs or ſheep, 


we may further 1 of che — poor conditivd of | 
the arable land (except the S. croft, which was let in acres) 
that, in the ſworn valuation of it, the beſt, or infield 


part, was rated in the decree of diviſion at 5s. The 


eſtimate was ſo minutely exact, as to include various 


| rates, from that higheſt one to the loweſt, at 13d. the 
* acre, This laſt, indeed, reſpected the moſt barren and 


ſcalpy point of the hill, ſo incumbered with large whin 
ſtones, as to be thought incapable of culture. For the 
old arable, or S. croft, which was, as in other places of 
the village, tilled land, the tenants of acres, or portion- 
ers of an acre, paid from 6s. and 78. to 10s. ; a rent as 
high in thoſe times, as when now they pay zos This is 
not to be conſidered as occaſioned altogether by the low- 


er value of money, and its greater circulation among the 


inferior ranks of people. An acre of land could not 
then, by any known art or induſtry, be made to pro- 
duce what it now does; not ſo much from the increaſed 
fertility of the ſoil, as from the more advantageous uſes 5 
to which its fertility can now be turned; by a crop of 
potatoes, or of red clover, or turnip, being joined es 
one of corn, even in the ſame little field „ 
Vor. XIV. 4 B e Yin 


* Inſtead of thoſe late 5 fl e in agriculture,” it ap- 
pears, that one ſtated method of ploughing, and the ſame ſucceſſion of 
corn crops, being here, and all over the country, invariably obſerved ; 


every attempt to a better practice was reſtrained, when the uſe of marl 


or lime, as a manure, was unknown, and that of dung was the ſole one ; 
a certain quantity of it arifing from the confinement of the cattle during 
winter, could only be obtained, Scantily it ſerved to keep the acres. of 
the S. croft, and the infield of the N. in any tolerable heart. The out- 
field had no other benefit, but that of being fallowed; which, in thoſe 
days, amounted to no more than giving the ground a dende g or two; 
and then, after an exhauſting crop, reſigning it to its natural produce, 
which was only a more abundant one : of weeds. In — of the 
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- From what has been ſaid of the villags and bats of 
Chirnſide, previous to the diviſion of the lands, according 


ww | 


to 


old run-ridge, the arkble, and the theres property. in tha outfield, 


inconveniencies, even in the ordinary courſe of the land tillage, were 
neceſſarily incurred. Adapted to the ſtate of the country, under the 
policy of the feus, and calculated for common defence, eſpecially in the 


conſtant predatory wars carried on in the borders of the two kingdoms, 


it embarraſſed rather than promoted the culture of the fields. The 


acres, and ſmaller lots of the arable, were laid out in ſuch a manner, 
that balks, or ſtrips of untilled ground, being interpoſed between eve. 


ry 5 or 6 ridges, a waſte of the beſt land was thus made for the ſake of 


marches, not only between the grounds of the different proprietors, but 


amidſt the lots and ſubdiviſions of acres, into which they were caſt. In 


the ſhape of the ridges, no alteration, howiſoe ver proper, could be at- 
' tempted ; ; and all the difference of the oper#tions of the plough, con- 


ſiſted in taking either a deeper or ſhallower furrow, er a wider or cloſer 


one. The unalterable curvature of the ridges had a tendency to collect 
moiſture in all flats or dips of the ground, Within the compaſs of the 


| acres, and their diviſions, no uſeful drains could be formed. In the out- 


fields, they were often impracticable, from interjections of ſeparate pro- 


perty, or the boundaries of it being indiſtinctly aſcertained. In ſuch 


circumſtances, it was no wonder that the huſbandmen of thoſe days, whom 
we are now too ready to accuſe, not only of want of ſkill, but of an in- 


dolent and obſtinate adherence to their old cuſtoms, would find it very | 


difficult to make new or uncommon exertions. That they were tar- 
dy, in general, may be underſtood, from their having certain days, or 


weeks at leaſt, marked out, eſpecially in the ſpring ſeaſon, for com- 


mencing their labours. Their ploughs drawn by more oxen than horſes, 


both but poorly fed through the winter, could not accelerate their work. 
It is to be obſerved, that the tradeſmen in the village, who had por- 


tions of acres, either hired their ploughings of the farmers, or elſe con- 
Joining not only the horſes, but the cows they had among them, made 
ſhift, with a common or borrowed plough, to perform more thriftily, if 


not ſo properly, the tillage required. An old ſaying, retailed about the 


time of making the bear ſeed, is an evidence that the ſeaſon of it was more 


apt to be poſtponed than anticipated. * It is not too late,” it was ſaid, 


* when the leaves of the aſh cover the pyct*'s (i. e. magpie's neſt.” 
The ſcreaming of this noiſome bird, at the building her neſt on her 


favourite tree, is ſeldom heard & ona than about or after. the middle of 
Juue. 
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to the ſhares of the greater and ſmaller proprietors, it is 8 
evident, that impediments were laid in the way of any 
improvements in agriculture, or increaſe of population. 
The decree of diviſion was the firſt ſtep that led to views 
| of the former, as it put it in every heritor's power to caſt 
I". 1 his eſtate into the beſt ſhape he could for melioration. | 
1 The many banks of clay marl had, indeed, attracted the 
3 attention of one or two of the gentlemen proprietors, and 
ſome feeble trials of it, as manure, had been made by 
4 4 them; but from want of proper knowledge of its quali- 
ties, or of ſufficient perſeverance in the labour it requir- 
ed, nothing of conſequence was effectuated. What was 
done by the late Mr. Hall, within his encloſures, ſerved, 
3 a however, as a pattern and encouragement to other heri- 
tors, to engage in the experimental work; and it happen- 
e, fortunately, not only for the better agriculture in the 
pariſh, but of the neighbourhood, that two gentlemen, 
the late Mr. Home of Ninewells, and Mr. Molle of Eaſt 
3 Mains, found it convenient, to take their whole lands in- 
3 to their own management; a circumſtance requiſite, when 
new methods of culture, or new manures, are to be tried 
in any part of the country, before the tenants can be ſup- 
paeoſed to aſſume them into practice. Theſe proprietors 
became real farmers of their eſtates; and reſiding con- 
ſtantly in the country, not only improved their own 
knowledge in agriculture, but ſoon taught the tenants, 
near them, to correct various defects and errors attend- 
ing its ordinary courſe. This was done with the more 
effect, as the enterpriſes of theſe gentlemen were gradu- 
ally carried on; and, in point of expenſe, little exceeded 
I what the farmers, who had any conſiderable ſtock, could 
1 afford. From them, leſſons were taken of more aſſidu- 
2s, and earlier ploughing; of ſtraight, and cloſer ridges; 
7 Sz e 
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; of v water Growing; ; of ſeed well winnowed, or changed, ; 
and the more effectual working of the lands in fallow. 
| The beds of marl, ſo precious in eſtimation by the 
5 gentlemen, did not correſpond to what the tenants expect- 


ed from the uſe of it, as a manure. 300 loads of it re- 


_ quired to an acre of ground, was found an inſuperable la- 
| bour : however great its ultimate benefit was underſtood 
to be, its lumpy and hard ſubſtance did not diſſolve, ſo as 
to incorporate thoroughly with the ſoil, in leſs than 4 or 
5 years; a return too tardy to be waited for, by thoſe 
who had their annual rents to pay. Only 2 or 3 of 
the ableſt farmers in the country, who had long, and 
_ eaſy tacks, ventured to continue, in a certain extent, the 
: uſage of it; others, who had come under engagements to 
marl 2 or 3 acres, in the courſe of a year, either failed 
in the performance, or I ther landlord = Fs. 
* from it *, 5 


It 


* The diſcovery and 3 of the 1 power and quick effect of 
lime, eſpecially upon new lands, gave hopes of its being adopted in 
Place of marl, to the equal contentment of the proprietors and tenants. 
Although the lime was not to be got nearer than from the Berwick kilns, 
or thoſe on the other fide of the Tweed, both of them at the diſtance of 
10 or 11 miles, yet the quantity of it neceſſary to an acre being only 10 
or 12 cart loads, taken up in ſhells, which, if well burnt, produced the 
double in flack lime, the diſadvantage of the carriage appeared to be 
compenſated, But, ſtill, the purchaſe-money being added to the car- 
riage of the lime, rendered the expenſe of both too heavy for the te- 
nants; who, not yet aſſured of all the benefit of the lime manure, were 
not diſpoſed to engage in it, but upon certain terms, with their maſ- 
ters. When leaſes were entered into between them, a compromiſe 
commonly took place about the lime to be laid upon the lands; a 
fed quantity of which being carried home by the former, was to be 
Paid for by the latter. Much to the advantage of the tenants, who lived 
at no greater diſtance from the lime kilns than Chirnſide, as this agree- 
ment was, the benefit of it was not taken to the extent it might have 
| . deen 
1 i 
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1 the more . of corn, tals" to wy 
| bet of the ſoil, had not been followed with a riſe 
of the value of that commodity, the tenants in the county 
of Berwick, would hardly have been in any better cir= 


cumſtances than thoſe in the pooreſt Lowlands of Scot- 


land. It has been obſerved, what ſhifts they were often 
put to, even when agriculture was in the loweſt ſtate, a- 
bout diſpoſing of their ground to any advantage. The 
average price of every kind of it, was confiderably below 
that of the Lothians. The cuſtom had long obtained of 
having a larger firlot, than the ſtandard one ; and, as the 
quantity of corn was increaſed by better cultivation, and 
' manure, they found it neceſſary to allow the gratuity of a boll : 
71 PL 5 to 


been: fo common and natural is the fear and doubt about the ſucceſs of | 
any new ſcheme to thoſe who, by the failure, may incur irreparable loſs. 
Some tenants would run no hazards until they ſaw fuller proofs of the 
fertilizing quality of the lime. Others, bluwdering in their manner of 
applying it, threw it upon wet ground, or buried the ſubſtance under 
deep furrows. But theſe miſtakes being corrected, and the fructiſying 
power of the lime beaming more and more viſible, the tenants were 
ſatisfied with ſmaller allowances of it in gratuity ; and the more enter. 
terpriſing of them hefitated not to purchaſe it. The change made by it 
upon unopened lands, excited a demand for large outfield farms, in pre- 
ference to the confined infield- The beft of the former, and what in- 
cluded ſome of the latter, generally roſe from 3s. to 5s. The S. croft of 
Chirnſide, appropriated to the acre-men, gave from 12 to 1 58. If ſome te- 
nants, who, before the efficacy of lime was known or ſufficiently proved, 
had leaſes af 19 years, and at a low rate, granted them, and yet, for 
want of ſtock, or of a ſpirit of enterpriſe, did not become fo wealthy as 
they might have been, we need not admire, if we reflect again upon 
what has been ſaid of the low prices of corn and cattle, theſe diſcou- 
raging circumſtances to the huſbandman, and which cquld not be reme- 
died, but by the gradual advancement of commerce. It may be added, 
that it is fit, and providentially well ordered, that no new diſcovery or 
improvement, even in the moſt neceſſary arts, ſhould be carried rapidly 
to its perfection, but that, by a progreſſive knowledge and {kill in it, 
not x, but 2 or 3 generations may have tome ſhare in the benefit, 
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to the ſeore, for the encouragement of merchants; wllich 
has been but lately laid aſide. It has been ſince thought; 


that the gentlemen farmers, and the tenants, were too 


liberal in this conceſſion, ſince that country, which had 


the 2 ſea- ports of Berwick and Eyemouth, eould, and 


did, in ſome years, furniſh from 40,000 to 60,000 bolls of 
corn to the market, would have been conſtantly applied 
to, without ſuch inducement by the corn-merchants at 

Edinburgh, and other towns. It had, however, a good 

effect; as, inſtead of commiſſions being only given to cor- 

reſpondents at the ſea- ports, to purchaſe certain quanti- 
ties of grain, the agents of the merchants came, and, re- 

_ fiding in Berwick for ſome time, dealt themſelves with ; 


the farmers upon the ſpot. This market, before but par- 


| tially opened, gave freſh vigour to the operations of the 
£ plough, and prompted, eſpecially, the preparing and ma- 
nuring of more land, for wheat crops, that brought round 
ſums into the hands of the huſbandmen. D Their gains | 
were, as yet, no more than what their great expenſe, in 
the purchaie of lime, and their other labour, required: 
But the honeſt ground of that wealth, to which they af- 


terward attained, was now laid on that perſevering in- 
duſtry, joined with much economy in their manner of 
living, which they continued to practiſe and exemplify. 


Chirnſide Hill was as much, and rather more, adapted, 


to paſturage, than to agriculture; and it has been men- 
tioned, what ſcores of ſheep, and black cattle, traverſed 
the common field. Confined within the bounds of each he- 


ritors poſſeſſion, after the diviſion of the lands, it requir- 
ed ſome time, on the part of the gentlemen farmers, be- 


fore either their paſture, or their breed, could be amend- 
ed. Purpoſes of this, particularly with reſpect to the 


ſheep, were entertained; but, as yet, the encloſures, ex- 


cept thoſe of Whitehall, were few, and not properly pre- 
| pared to receive them. The few wedders and ewes, kept 
by the gentlemen for domeſtic uſe, had inſtructed them 
in the profits to be made of this uſeful animal ; than 
which, if duly fed, and attended to, no other can be turn» | 
ed to more account. The laying down of lands, manu- 
red, and in good condition, for paſture, was one of the 5 
greateſt objects in huſbandry ; ; becauſe, by means of it, 
land could be reſted from exhauſting corn crops, and yet 
produce what was equal to the beſt value of them. This 
could not be doubted, when experience ſhowed what 
fields, of a more early, and ſweeter graſs, than the natu- 
ral kind, could be obtained, by the ſowing of white clo- 
ver- ſeed. The uſe and advantage of the red clover, mix- 
ed with rye- graſs ſeed, had alſo been proved in the luxu- 
 riancy of its crops, that might be cut for the labouring 
cattle, or made into hay. The neighbourhood of Nor. 
thumberland, where much attention had been paid to the 
breed of horſes, afforded the opportunity of improving 
that of the country, when now the ploughing with 
_ oxen began to be diſuſed, and, in the lighter lands, the 
more expeditious and tractable two-horſe draught, to be 
adopted. In general, it appeared, by the improvements 
in huſbandry made by the gentlemen farmers, that its 
progreſs was ſuch, as to combine the proper and advanta- 
geous breed of all the live ſtock upon farms, and eſpecial- 
ly that of ſheep, with the growth of corn. Whence might 
be added, the profits of the diary, to thoſe of the barn- 
floor; and, in particular ſeaſons, the defects of the latter 
be, in ſome meaſure, e by the benefits of the 
former . 5 
While, yet, the encloſed and meliorated lands were retained in the 
koſſeſſion of the proprietors, the culture of ee in the fields had been 
tried 
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13 eee e of all thoſe improvements Y agticultong ; 
ad huſbandry, in the two baronies of the pariſh, were 
faſt advancing to that fignal ſtage at which they are now 
arrived. Not only all the infield, but almoſt the whole 
2X n and eee way . the year yy to "4 
* 0, 


- tried with mach focceſs. A * mat could be enfily 3 and at 5 
tttle expenſe, which, defirable at the tables of the rich, afforded a whole- 

ſome and cheap food to the poor, and might be uſed in place of bread, 
zppeared to deſerve the attention and labour of the huſbandman in a great 
degree. But the production of it in large quantities, was ſoon found to 
reduce the value to little or nothing. As it could not anſwer all the pur- 
| poſes of corn-meal, it could never be made ſuch an object to the cultiva- 

tion of land, or the public in general, as the latter. Crops of potatoes 
came, therefore, to be regarded as ſubſidiary only to thoſe of grain; ſo 
ufeful, indeed, that they could not be wanted in the moſt plentiful years; 
and, in thoſe of ſcarcity, would keep lower the price of meal, when poor 
families, having the reſource of potatoes, would require ſmaller quanti- 
ties of it. The fine light mould of Chirnſide crofts, was well adapted to 
their production; and accorqingly, all the common kinds, were advanta- 
geouſly cultivated by the acre-men ; while the farmers found it of equal 
benefit to themſelves and their cottagers, to have a proper ſupply of them, 
in every ſeaſon. In this ſtage of agriculture, and from about the year 1960, 
er 1765, the S. croft land had riſen from 13 and 15, to 16 and 20 ſhil- 
lings. The price of a ſummer's graſs for a cow, in an encloſure, was a gui- 
ne; open, but improved fields, laid down in graſs, were rated at 16 ſhil- 
lings: Still the value of land was advanced, not only,in fields of 10, 20, or 
30 acres, but in extenfive farms. A great encouragement to it aroſe from 

the cultivation and growth of field turnips ;' by means of which a food, 

cheaper, and more nouriſhing than hay, could be procured for the winter 
maintenance of ſheep and black cattle. Beſides this important uſe, no 
plant was found to meliorate the land ſo much, by delivering it from 
all weeds, It might be cultivated to advantage, either in broad caſt or 
in drills. The repeated hoeings requiſite to reduce the immenſe vege- 
tation of the plants, ſo that thoſe allowed to remain might grow to a 
uſeful ſize, might be reckoned the only conſiderable expenſe attending 
the culture of the turnips, fed on which, more milk could be got from 
the cows in winter; the ſheep and black cattle, kept in good condition, 
or ſome of the latter being taken up and ſtall-fed, might be fattened and 
well ſold to the butcher market in the ſpring. 
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18>; either encloſed, or put into an wk an 
Knowledge and ſkill, in the two great departments of : 
farming, were gradually fo promoted, that in any offer. 
ed farm, whether by a firſt entry to it, or by a renewal 
of his former leaſe, every farmer of ordinary under- 
ſtanding could judge of the reaſonableneſs of the rent, 
and eonditions propoſed to him. What ſtocking was re- 
quired, what expenſe for lime, what ſhare might be 
taken by him in the coſt of encloſures, and to what ac- 
count his proper management of the lands in culture, 
by the plough or in paſture, might be turned, were 
matters not of vague, but nearly of a juſt and certain 
computation. By all the prineipal farmers, as well as 
the gentlemen, the powers of the feveral forts of 
ploughs, the Scotch, the Engliſn, the feathered-ſock, 
and the plain, the drill, and others of later invention, 
were known, and ſach of them uſed as dito che dif- 
ferent grounds to be laboured *®. _ 
The chief difficulty in the letting, and WOW of * 
at the rates, to he immediately mentioned, appeared to be 
Vor. XIV. Cc relative 


eln the courſe of the period mentioned, when numbers of new fs 

were taken upon the outfield and moorlands, through the country, live 
| ſock of every kind roſe to a high value, on account of the vaſt demand 
for them. The yoke of oxen advanced from rol. and 111. to 151. and 
I61.; and the ſcore of ſheep, of the beſt Lammermuir breed, to about 
the ſame ſum, The price of horſes came to ſurpaſs all conception. Thoſe 
ſufficient for the plough and cart could not be bought lower than 151. 
or 161. ; and the ſaddle ones of ſize, bore much the ſame price. This | 
phenomenon continued, and, in late years, grew more wonderful, by the 
mill greater riſe of the horſe-market. It is aſcribed to many of the 
ableſt farmers diſeontinuing their uſual breed of horſcs, while they be- 
ſtowed ſo much attenion to the increaſe of their ſheep and black cattle. 
The welt country and Iriſh horſes, thus becoming almoſt the only fapply 

of the market, the price put upon them might be faid to be whatever 
the dealers in them rn. 
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relative to thoſe farms, in which large tracks of new 

ground were to be opened, and manured with lime. Ex- 
perienee had proved, that the ſoil, eſpecially if light, 

might be ſo ſtimulated, as in 2 or 3 years, to loſe its fer- 


tility altogether, and could not admit of repair, but by 
being laid down in graſs paſture, for a conſiderable time; 


reſtrictions, therefore, were to be preſcribed to the tenants, 
with reſpect to this, by ſpecial articles in their leaſes. 
Ihe limiting the quantity of ſuch hurtful culture, and 
how long the land was to be reſted, in caſe the leaſe was 
to be extended to a number of years, afforded ſome ground ; 
of diſcord. The keeping up of the fences, either already 


made by the landlord, or to be afterward reared by com- 


pact with the tenants, at a mutual expenſe, likewiſe oc- | 
caſioned heſitation on the part of the latter. But where 
- theſe points did not impede agreements, large farms 
were let in the pariſh at ſeveral prices, from the low- 
eſt at 125. to the higheſt at 208. the acre ; the inter- 
mediate rates, and theſe not reckoned the deareſt, being 
about 168. The ſouth croft land roſe from above 208. to 


KLE and that of the north to 2 58. 


Having thus traced the progreſs, both of the value | 


and improvements of the whole lands in the pariſh, du- 
ring a courſe of 45 years, and ſhown how they kept 


pace with each other, the reſult of the inveſtigation pre- 
ſents the comparateve and ſtatiſtical eſtimate of land 


property. The farms which, in the beginning of that 


period, gave, at an average, 33. the acre, now give I2s.; 


and thoſe at the medium of 55. now afford 20s. ; whence 


the increaſe of the real rent appears to be quadruple. 
That this advancement, apparently vaſt, was no greater 
than the produce of the lands in their cultivated ſtate, 
and the raiſed value of their various Productions could 
admit, 


ann. rad 2d. 460 ent od. a6. 
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admit, we have this inconteſtible proof, 424 1 which does 
much credit both to the landlords and the tenants ;—In 
all the large farms, taken in the pariſh, for 20 years 
back and more, there are only 2 or 3 inftances in which 
2 change of the tenants (12 in number, when thoſe of 
the mills are reckoned), has taken place; and in one 
of theſe inſtances, there was a ſurceaſe of the fami- 
ly of the tenant. With this ſmall exception, the pre- 
fent tenants are either thoſe who have ſucceeded to 
former leaſes of their fathers, or, being in poſſeſſion of 
their own for many years, have renewed them again. 
If it be aſked, What are their circumſtances ? The an- 
{wer is, They are not only thoſe of credit and wealth, 
but that ſome of the farmers are in ſuch a degree of 
both, as will probably raiſe the rank of their families, 
But a miſtake is here to be taken notice of, too rea- 
dily entertained, either by the invidious or the ſuperſi- 


| cial ſpeculators, on what has been ſtated above, of the 
 _ quadrupled value of land property; who, notwithſtand- 
ing what has been proved, that the tenants have profited 


highly by this event, raſhly conclude, that the proprie- 
tors are the only, or greateſt gainers in conſequence of 
it. So far is this opinion from being juſt, that it may 
be affirmed, on the contrary, that had the landlords, ei- 
ther here or in moſt other parts of the S. of Scotland, 
| forborn their exertions, and ſpared their expenſes of 
improvement, their rents, in the progreſſive courſe of 
trade and population in the Britiſh dominions, would 


have been, by this time, more than doubled to them. 


But it is to be prefumed, that ſome of them, when they 
reckon the coſt of their agricultural improvements, 
will, for the ſake of the good done to their country, 
| £3 5520 45 59 BonG 
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adopt the ed of Old Heſiod, and ſey, that the '« half 
I profit is better than the whole. 


Wherever the lands, in any country, are cio 


in the manner, and to the extent, that has been repre- 


ſented, there an increaſed population muſt take place. 


For, whether the proprietors retain and improve their 


own lands, or let them to tenants, the greater the ex- 
tent of the culture is, the more hands are required to 
carry it forward. To this aſſertion, it will be ohjected, 
that the heritor may caſt around his manſion-houſe plea- 
ſure-grounds, or extenſive ſheep- fields, which employ 
few labouring people; but, beſides that the inſtances of the 


firſt caſe are rare, and confined to the greateſt proprie- 


tors, it is to be conſidered, that unleſs mere wilderneſſes 
be created by them, in place of ſine lawns, or walks of 
pleaſure, ſuch works, as the latter, cannot be accompliſh- 0 
ed without a vaſt deal of previous cultivation, and calling 
in labourers of ſeveral kinds. As to their ſheep- fields, 
if the flock much exceed one convenient {or domeſtic ſer- 
vices, they muſt have the knowledge, and exert all the 
attention, of real huſbandmen, to find this ſole uſe of their 
lands always profitable ; for even the beſt ſubſtitution of 


the management will prove defeQive. Thus, in the or- 


dinary courſe of things, it muſt come to paſs, as it ought 


to do, that the proprietors of lands, to whom it belongs 
to begin all new improvements, and to verify in practice 


| their good effects, will not find it for their intereſt, or 


their pleaſure, to act the part of real farmers, for a length 


of time, and beyond a moderate extent. It is their pro- 


vince to ſhow, what may, and ſhould be done; but as the 


utmoſt reach of their labour is limited, and muſt be flow 


in the progreſs, the extenſion of agriculture over any 


large diftrict of a countr 1. muſt be 109! ked for, and can 


oaly 
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c 
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only come from the letting of farms to tenants ; that 
claſs of people, who, accuſtomed to all the care, induſtry, 
7 and labour required in huſbandry, will be able to produce 
more from their fields, and make more of what-1 15 + oat 5 
| ced, than any landlord can do. 
It has been ſaid, and often nes ond 7 ay chat ; 
rh letting farms of large extent to tenants, as well as 
the retention of them in the hands of the proprietors, 
was a great and public grievance, and the cauſe of the 
depopulation of many of the old villeges in Scotland. But 
chat, ſurely, cannot be called a grievance, which, in its 
aim and iſſue, was productive of the greateſt public 
good. The queſtion was, How the outfield lands 
were to be brought to a ſtate of culture ? ? Thoſe lands 
chat lay without the reach of dung, and to which 
none could be afforded, and that ſor ſucceſſive 1 
nerations, had yielded oaly ſuch miſerable crops, 
were not worth the labour. Without a migration 0 5 
tenants to them, or the proprietors becoming the farm- 
ers, there was not a poſſibility of their being meliorated. 
But what tenants could, or would go forth to an en- 
terpriſe new, and juſtly accounted hazardous to them? 
None, certainly, but thoſe who had ſome more ſtock, 
and either ſaperior {kill or more boldneſs, than others, 
Even to ſuch, the removal from the known infield cul- 
ture to the bare outfield, would appear a ſort cf exile, 
and a riking of their ſubſtance. They had, therefore, 
many allowances made to them by the landlords ;— 
leaſes as long as they defired ; and when the manure 
of mar] and lime was introduced, ether advantageous 
conceſſions that have been mentioned. Yet, upon the 
diviſion of the barony lands, there were only three of 
ſuch farins ſet off by the late Mr. Hall. In confequence 
of. 2 or 3 of the tenants 1a the village removing to cheſe 
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farms, and the lands they left being caſt into allotments, 
not agreeable, or not accommodated, to ſome of the re- 
maining huſbandmen, 4 or 5 of them are reported to 
have quitted their places; a diminution of the village 
people ſo inconſiderable, as hardly deſerves to be men- 
tioned ; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that their room 
would be ſupplied either by other tenants, or the ac- 
count of their families equalled by the addition made to 


the numbers of Mr. Hall's day-labourers, called groat 


men; of which a conſiderable number was retained through. 


out the year, for the purpoſes of ditching, hedging, and 


fence-building, and other works carried on in the exten- 


five plantations of Whitehall. The 2 other heritors, 


' who farmed their own eſtates, found it neceſſary, for 
ſimilar reafions, to keep their people about them; fo 
that, for a courſe of years, the village continued to have 
5 nearly the ſame number of houſes and inhabitants. Nor 
were theſe diminiſhed by the preſent proprietor; who, 


engaging in operations of huſbandry, extended over al- 


moſt the whole of his lands, required ſo many plough- 
men, or hinds, and work people of ſeveral ſorts, that 
they and their families were not reckoned, at a groſs 
compenſation, to be fewer than 90 or a 100, kept up 
during a currency of 10 or 12 years. This circumſtance 
merits ſpecial attention, when we come now to give an 
account of the population of Chirnfide, increaſed much 
- beyond what could be expected from any particular ad- 


vantage in its local fituation (excepting its ſalubrity, and 


its free ſtone quarries), and png that of any other 
uch village in the ſhire * 


The 


* Advanced cultivation of the fields brings along with it an augmented 


population to every village, or townſhip, in adjacency to it, unleſs there 
| | be 
* 


ane . : 23 


The fatement now to be given of the preſent popu- 
lation of the village and pariſh of Chirnſide, will ſuffi. 
_ ciently verify what has been aſſerted of the unqueſtion. 
able effect of the land culture, to advance it in a ſignal 


5 degree, in any other ſuch country place, which has the 

advantage of a natural good ſoil, and where the land- 
lords are not reſerved in granting feus, or many years 
leaſes of grounds for houſes ; although that village were 
but indifferently favoured, by the ſituation, for the intro- 

duction of any very confiderable manufacture. This 
» conſideration deſerves more ecard chan A now ap- 


pears 


be, what obtained too long in many places of Scotland, an averſion on the 
part of the heritors, to grant grounds for houſes and areas neceſſary to 
them, either in the mode of v tenures, or of long leaſes, reckoned equi- 
valent to them. The objections to theſe tenures, as either diſad vantage- : 
ous, or inconvenient alienations of their property, were not ſoon overcome 
| among the landlords in general. But offers and ſolicitations for them be- 
coming more frequent, it appears, that, in the year 1767, 9 of them had 
been admitted by Mr. Hall, and his predeceſſor, in the form of long leaſes; 
yet it was not till the year 1776, that a progreſſive addition, both to the 
rented houſes of the village, and thoſe in leaſes, was gradually carried on, 
to the 1790, which may be reckoned that of the preſent eſtabliſument of 
the village as to the number, and condition of its houſes; although, in the 
two following years, fome new ones were built. In this manner, while 


the principal heritor added to his houſes in property, a certain number at 


intervals of time, and granted ſuch leaſes of grounds, as have been men- 
| toned, to purchaſers, a new town may be ſaid to have been built between 
the two, in the courſe of 21 or 22 years ; the former being reckoned to 
have erected 20 houſes, and the latter 26. Thoſe of the proprietors build- 
ing are, ſeveral of them, accommodated to the reception of 2 or 3 families, 
and 1 or 2 capable of containing as many more; ſo that there cannot be now, 
as formerly, any computation made of the number of families from that 
of the houſes. All the new ones are neatly conſtructed of free ſtone, ſome 
of them having 2, and others 3 ſtories; 31, or more of them, are covered 
with red tiles, and 5 with blue ſlates; and a few, for which other heri- 


tors have afforded . have the lately approved covering of the corded 
that ch. 
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pears to be paid to it; j When our ſpeculations No ad- 1 

| vancement in opulence and population are turned, al- 5 
1 moſt wholly, upon the multiplication and encourage- 9 
I ment of cotton-mills, and other ſuch manufactures, as ii 
i | correſpond not 'only to the domeſtic uſe and conſumption b 
if of their articles, but ſuppoſe the greateſt imaginable 1 
þ foreign demand for them, the benefit of which cannot ti 
i be long affared to any particular nation, from the rival- 4 
| ſhip of it in other countries, the change of faſhion in n 
clothes and dreſs, and the variable, and often unaccount- 4 

able fluctuation of commerce from one ſeat of it to an- 1 

other. The only commodities that have a never- failing * 

conſumption, and a perpetual requiſition for them, are © 

the firſt giſts of Providence to man, the fruits of the ” 

earth, improved and extended by his labour, and the fo 

0 cattle multiplied over a thouſand hills. In the poſſeſſion 8 

; of theſe, the natural ſtrength of any nation is placed, v 

and the riches derived from them are ſure, The Bri- u 

tiſh iſles, peculiarly ſuited to the attainment of this in- + 

| ternal and permanent opulence, require only to join to 4 

it, and their home manufactures, the fiſheries of their j 

ſeas, to have a population unimpaired by Jong unhealth- Þ 

ful foreign voyages, and unconſumed by the diſperſion f 

of their inhabitants, in colonies, over every climate of 1 

the earth, which, not thriving, are the burials of them; 3 

and when proſpering, either draw more benefit than they t 

give to the parent countries, or throw altogether off their 8 

connexion with them. But if, in the world of Europe, - 5 

as it has gone for ſome centuries, and may proceed, 6 

there be ſome political neceſſity, that ſuch commercial t 

and colonial enterpriſes ſhould be promoted, yet, ſure- 0 

ly, the ardour for them, whether it ariſes from a ſup- 7 

| poſed augmentation of mublic credit, and branches of l 


revenue. 


5 oY Chief. „„ 


8 bevennee, or party gains, ought not to be palbed fo far 
as to be injurious to the internal welfare of the people 
at large. It will be endangered, and ſuffer ſeveral ways, 
if a proper balance between agriculture and commerce 
be not attended to, and, as much as poſſible, maintained. I 
If, for the ſake of working up a multiplicity of ma- 
terials for the purpoſes of the latter, the bulk of 
our common people be drawn into the cities and ma- 5 
nufacturing towns, ſo that the country villages, whence 
muſt come food and proviſions for the whole com- 
munity, are left with a ſcarcity of labourers in huſ- 
| bandry; the farmers muſt then either pay ſuch ex- 
travagant wages as the defective number of them will 
inſiſt upon, and conſequently raiſe the prices of their 
corn and cattle, or elſe be induced to diminiſh the land 
culture, ind look for their profit to their live ſtock, ; 
which can be managed with the feweſt hands. In years 
unfavourable to the growth of corn, this abatement of 
its ſowing will be ſenſibly felt. A loud cry, for its 
_ dearth, ſobn comes from the manufacturing towns. The 
journeymen threaten to leave their work, or to have 
higher wages. Perhaps, too, a manufacture unſucceſs- 
ful, or not anſwering the expectations 6f its maſters, 
breaks up. The diſbanded workmen crowd into cities, 
already in tumult, and increaſe ms bags id commo- 
| tions. 
5 But, here, dropping this Aifagrecable part of the ſub- 
ject, We only ſubjoin, that every landlord, who, by his 
encouragement of agriculture, and affording room for 
the eſtabliſhment of houſes, cheriſhes the village in- 
duſtry and population, is worthy of much praiſe. He 
promotes that labour abſolutely neceſſary to the life of 
man, and which, while it multiplies the ſpecies, tends 
dor NN. D to 


. Stat ical Account 


h to preſerve them, i in a fate the leaſt liable to be cor. 


rupted; and proves à counter check to the employment 
of the great body of the common people in thoſe arts, 
which the prevalence of luxury, and the unbounded ex- 


tenſion of foreign commerce require, but that are not 


carried on in any nation, without the morality of the 
Tower claſſes being vitiated to ſuch a degree, as may 
. on become ag of 1 Its wellare.”” | 


: Papa g to Dr. Welders report, the 


number of ſouls in 1755, was 383 6. The ſtate of the 


5 population in the year 1794 is — in 0 fol- 


—— table. 
Souls in the Ae EE 3 CPC BT Bey 2 
| — the country, i ditto, — F 
00 — | dit tos, 1 8 
Total, * - * 961 Maſons, >. — RD 5 
== | Carpenters, > - Iz 
| Families i in the village, 150 | Spinning-wheel wrights, i 
in the country, 64 | Coopers, -: - 4 
GR 485 | Thatchers, + I el 
Females 476 | Weavers, „ „% „„ 
"Below 1o000iů =: — 260 | Dyer, — FFC 
Between Io and 20, = 175 | Tailors, — - 10 
| 20 and 30, - 141 | Shoemakers, — - 10 
30 and 40 115 Smiths, - - 8 
40 and 50, — 103 Gardeners, = „ 
50 and 60, - 73 Corn-merchant, - 5 
60 and 70, = 63 | Shop-keepers, — 3 
70 and 80, - 27 Brewer, &c. - — 3 
80 and 90, — j 5 
5 families, of $ - 40 | Butcher, CE” ee I 
10 ditto, - / 70 | Carriers, between Berwick, Chirn- 
S0 000 en ſide and 8 once a- 
94 ditto, = 5 — 479. Week, 2 
74 families, of 4 298 
| Sheep, 


* From a calculation made by Dr. Anderſon, he computes the popula- | 


tion of the village of Chirnſide, and of the country part of the pariſh, to 


have been 595 at or about the year 1740; and thinks Dr. Weber s 


Npert waren; examinable perſons only. 


of  Chirnfide. oo. 


© Sheep, Black Cattle, &c.—It is almoſt unneceſſary to 


Rate the number of ſheep, black cattle and horſes, either 
in the barony, or whole pariſh of Chirnſide, compa- 


ratively, with what it was 30 or 40 years ago; for 

it is not in the ſuperior number, but in the better 
breed and condition of thoſe animals, that the great dif- 

| ference appears. It is ſuch, indeed, in both theſe reſpects, 
throughout the pariſh, as to be in proportion to the pre- ” 

ſent general meliorated ſtate of the land, compared with 

its former ſterility, Beſides the improvement of the breed 

of the ſheep by commixture with the larger kinds of 

_ Cheviot, and the North Riding of Yorkſhire, which the | 


gentlemen farmers, and the tenants of the richeſt lands 


| bave procured, even the original Lammermuir ſort has 
grown much in ſize, and in che value of their fleeces, by 


| their better paſture. Of the firſt, none are ſold lower 


than 3os., and the ſecond give a guinea, and above It, 
| Neither of them are expoſed, as formerly, to be ſtarv- 
ed, for want of fodder in the winter ſtorms; but both 
have, beſides ſome quantity of hay, the more ample pro: 
viſion of the field-turnips made for them. Of the two, 
ſo bred and nouriſhed, we can reckon in the barony a- 
bout 80 ſcore ; while the flocks in the extenſive farms of 
the two Idingtons and of Blackburn, may be computed 
at near a half of that number. The black cattle in the 
barony, including in it, as before, the farms of Nine- | 
wells, are not fewer has I4 ſcore. The oxen are either 
of the Fife breed, or thoſe got at the tryſts of Falkirk 
and Crieff, Some of them, when put into good condi- 
tion, are ſold, at the Dunſe and Berwick fairs, to Eng- 
| liſh drovers ; others are diſpoſed of at home, cither for 


working cattle, or for the butcher, The ftall and tur- 
D 2 CE 22 
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nip-fed a. are, ſome of them, of the large En gli breed. 


The cows are of various kinds; but moſtly (excepting 
2 few Highlanders) of the Dutch or large ze. The : 
number of horſes taken up, in the 157 925 a8 liable to the 


ſtatute labour, and comprehending in it 16 mares witli 


- foals, amounts to 1733 and to it, notwithſtanding the 
preſent enormous price of horſes, we ws At a TR; 
add 15 or 20 more for the ſaddle. 0 


Upon the whole of the agricultural improvements, 


and the population of the pariſh, it 15 to be remarked, 
not only that the latter is founded upon, and grows 
from the former; whether in any country village or 
: townſhip, or in the other parochial diſtricts, but that 
the increaſe of the population of both will be more or 
leſs, according as the improved land about the village is 


either readily Jet in ſmall portions, feued, or in leaſes of 


man years, by the proprietors, or with reſerve, or a 


reſtriction to yearly tenants. Wherever the artificers 
and tradeſmen thrive, they will naturally defire to make 
purchaſes upon the moſt liberal footing 3 and they will 


prefer having them, and give the moſt for them in the 


places of their habitation, and where they have already 


acquired houſes and yards. They, by this means, are 
fixed upon the ſpot, and their poſterity will not migrate 
From it. In the admiſſion of yearly tenants of acres, or 


portions of them, a preference 18 always due to the 


married, before the unmarried. The former, indeed, 


are moſtly thoſe who require to be accommodated with 


pieces of land; and it deſerves particular notice, how 
much the meliorated fate of it enables the meaneſt of 


them, who are induſtrious, to ſubſiſt their families. Out 
of a an NE” although rented at 308. „a day-labourer, 
: without 


* chiraſdt. - 29 : 


by be any Gther expenſe but that of. tha plou ghing, | 


and without abſtracting above 2 or 3 days of his earn- 


ings throughout the year, can raiſe, in crops of corn, 
potatoes, turnips or clover, what is, at leaſt, of 5l. va- 


lue to him, and what he could not obtain with that mo- 


ney. The maintenance of his cow, through the winter, 
that moſt neceſſary article attained by him, is done equal . 


to 258. or 30s. of that ſum. All the other labour his 5 


| little field requires, is performed by him, and his wife | 


or family, at ſpare hours. The difference between him 5 


and the artifiger i is, that he does no daily work at home, 
and yet is conſined, within à certain diſtance, for his 
employment; and therefore he engages himſelf, at a 
low daily wage, for the whole year, unleſs he can de- 
pend upon having jobbs of weekly work in continu- 
ance, Excepting the ſmiths and weavers, the other ar- 
_ tificers and trades people can eaſily change their abodes, 
where they have not made purchaſes of houſes ; as they 
have, fo generally, done in Chirnfide, from. the encou- 
ragement given 4 0 e to che facility and _—_— 
| neſs of the quarries * | 

Antiquities 


* If to this fixed population of the village be added, that of dividing 
the large farms into ſmaller ones, with leaſes only of a moderate exrent 
the population in the parochial diſtricts will emulate that of the village; 
and in the reſpects that have been mentioned, its incteaſe will be prefer- 
able to it. That the proprietors ſce this public advantage to be conſiſtent 
with their particular intereſt, appears by the ſubdiviſions already made in 

ſome of the greater farms of the pariſh. Like all other matters that have 
a natural courſe, this meaſure cannot fail, gradually, to be followed; fo 
that, as it was found neceſſary, in the firſt improvement of land, that ei- 
ther the heritors themſelves ſhould take large quantities of it into their 
on hands for melioration, or elfe let it extenbively, in leaſes of many | 
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Antiguties. When monuments of antiquity are look. 


ed for and found, in any part of our iſland, they are 


either Britiſh and Druidical, or Roman, or Daniſh and 
Anglo-Saxon, or Norman, or thoſe introduced in the 
feudal times ; and, perhaps, ſome peculiar to the bor. 


ders of Scotland and England. Of the >, there are, 


apparently, none in this pariſh. The ſame might have 
been ſaid of the 2d claſs, had not the accidental diſco- 


very, made about 6 or 7 years ago, of 2 fall urns or 
vaſes, of the ſepulchral form, generally acknowledged 
to be Roman, led to a different opinion. In digging in- 
to a bank of gravel, rarely found in this country, but 
à ridge of which riſes upon the ſouth edge of Billy- 
mire, the picks of the workmen ſtruck upon 2 cavities, 
about 18 inches below the ſurface of the ground from 
each of which fell one of theſe urns, together with the 
fragments of human ſkeletons, ſkulls and bones. Both 
| the urns were taken up entire, and remain fo in We | 
pulls of Mr. Hall of Whitchal*, {5 


Tha 


years to 3 tenants, bo, in onder to make tho moſt of improved 
ground, and to advance its cultivated ſtate, it becomes equally requiſite to 


contract the extent of the farms, and by the admiſſion of more tenants up- 


on ſhortened, but reaſonable leaſes, to promote a more ſpecial and effec- 
| tual melioration of the lands, in proportion to the greater number of 
people collected upon them; and who, as knowledge, in the various 


branches of agriculture increaſes, will always find ſufficient employment, 
and prove, that wherever the moſt abundant food and proviſion for man 
and the ſerviceable animals is produced, there the moſt, or very remarkable 


creaſe of the numbers of the people, will certainly take place. 


* They are compoſed of common red clay, about the height of a human 


cpan, and have, on their outſide, ſome downward ſtrokes of coarſe mould- 


ing. The cavities, from which they were diſlodged, were about 6 feet in 
length, and their breadth nearly equal to that of an ordinary grave Their 


N 


That the ancient Caledonians did not conſume with 
fire, but ſimply inter their dead, and, that the monu- 
ments of their graves were only the heaped clod, or the 

grey ſtone ; whence ſubſequently came the accumulated 


cairns, in conformity to the traditional ordinance of the 


Norwegian, or Daniſh god of war, Woden, has been 
commonly admitted among antiquaries. But it is con- 
tended by ſome of them, that the South Britons hack 
adopted the cuſtom of burning the bodies of their dead, 
from their continental neighbours in Armorica (the in- 
habitants of Bretagne) in ancient Gaul; who are ſaid 
to have practiſed it, even before the Romans invaded 
Britain: yet, although this be a very diſputable point, 
it is not doubted, that the uſage of the conquerors had 
been partly followed, not only by the natives of the 
| ſubjugated countries in the 8., but alſo by thoſe who 
_ dwelt between the 2 Roman walls; ſome of whom being 
frequently in leagues, and profeſſed amity with that ci. 
vilized people, learned, as their hiſtorians affirm, many 
of their cuſtoms and arts. Hence, it is alleged, that 
| ſuch numbers of their ſort of ſepulchral urns have been 
dug up, in places where the Romans are not known to 


fides, rudely conſtructed of ſtones, with mortar of lime, had a few unſhaped 
flags extended over them; upon which the plough- ſnare appeared to have 
fometimes grazed. May we not, therefore, juſtly conclude, that at or 
near the place where ſuch ſepulchral remains, as thoſe deſcribed, were 
found, ſome Roman troops, if not an army, had taken, not only their paſ- 
ſage, but a temporary ſtation ; eſpecially, as it would require ſonie ſpace of 

time for burning, in their manner, and collecting the bones of their dead, 
or ſlain; who, when of rank, were diſtinguiſhed, by having ſome more 
honoured part of their aſhes put into urns ; and for the depoſiting and pre- 


ſervation of which, the gravelly or drieſt ground was always looked for, 
and choſen, | 
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have ever carried their arms; ſo that unleſs they be 
found near their colonial towns, or to their military 
roads, or acknowledged veſtiges of their encampments 
and ſtations, they are more likely to be the funeral de- 

poſits of the Britons than of the Romans “. 
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But, independent of the veſlige of a Roman highway, which is not 
diſcoverable in any part of the county, but very apparent in the neigh- 
bouring, and more inland one of Tiviotdale, about Jedburgh or Caerton 
Common, we have the beſt authority, (that of Tacitus, in his life of Agri- 
cola), to aſſert, that this famous commander of the Roman legions marched 
| in this tract of the eaſt coaſt, when, aſter having invaded Scotland in one 
campaign, he entered it again with more powerful forces. His land ar- 
my, ſays that hiſtorian, was conducted by him ſo near the ſea, as to keep 
' fight, as much as poſlible, of his fleet, that ſailed along the coaſt. This could 
not poſſibly be done by him in this paſs of the country, to any advantage, if 
he marched his army northward, at a greater diſtance from the ſea, than 
that of Chirnſide Hill. In a mile or two beyond i it, the hills of Lammer- 
muir ariſe, and are fo caſt, as to allow only of ſome peeps of the ſea. With- 
in its diſtance, almoſt every eminence ſhows it in more extended views; 
beſides this paſſage into Eaſt Lothian being ſhorter, and leſs mountainous, 
But, we ſhall ſuppoſe, that he kept ſtill cloſer to the ſea, which is moſt 
probable, and directed his march on this fide of the Tweed, ſo near as the 
towns of Ayton and Coldingham now ſtand, yet it is hardly to be thought, 
that he would have no detached party of his troops, to cover the flank of 
| his army on that ſide, when he was entering into a pals of the country, 
unavoidable and difficult. If ſuch a neceſſary detachment was made only 
at 2 or 3 miles diſtance, to obſerve the enemy, their route, a little weſt- 
ward from the main body, would either bring them to Chirnſide Hill, or 
very near its border. Accordingly, in favour of this ſuppoſition, what do 
we meet with, hardly ſo far as the throw of a Javelin from its ſouth extre- 
mity, but, on the other ſide of Whittadder that bounds this pariſh , and on 
the ground of the Allanbank eſtate—a place called Cheſter-knows, a 
name of auſpicious import to the antiquary, when he inveſtigates the 
progreſſion of the Roman arms in Britain. In that place, he might have 
beheld (as the writer of this account did 30 years ago), the conſpicuous re- 
mains of an ancient, or very old military entrenchment. Mounds of 
earth, in ſignal en and evidently artificial, appeared to the eye, at a 
| donſiderabie 
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. here no remains of the ſind, or Angie 5 


Saxon antiquities, but thoſe of the cairns above men- 
tioned, we come to obſerve what appearances there are 
of the feudal kind, eſpecially as found in the eaſt border 
of the two kingdoms. In every barony ſo fituated, and 
of the nobler and more extenſive fiefs, there was gene- 
rally, firſt, the baron's caſtle, placed either on the ad- 


vantageous ground of a hill or precipice, or in the en- 


virons of a . water or r ſwamp: | In ſome advan- 


_ diſtance. On a nearer view, the ground occupied by them; | 
_ riſing towards Whittadder-bank, facing the north, and almoſt perpendicu- 0 


lar, diſcovered it to be well choſen for defence, on that quarter; while a 
double, or triple line of ramparts, ſecured it upon its declivity, and where 
it was acceſſible. They run E. and W., and in a ſtraight direction. 


There appeared to be veſliges of two other lines, although much ſunk, and 
chen partly invaded by the plough, which run from the extremities of the 
former towards the bank of the water. The whole entrenchment forming 
à ſquare, but here properly made oblong, on account of its contiguity to 
Whittadder, might have. induced any antiquary to pronounce it, upon 2 


furvey, a Roman one. Its ramparts are now very much demoliſhed, yet 


not quite overthrown, by the repeated attacks of the huſbandman. It is no 


ſtretch ef fancy, but very natural to ſuppoſe, that a detachment of troops; 
moving from Cheſter-kuows north and eaſtward, in order to rejoin their 
main army, and having to paſs Belly-mire, in the direct and proper line 
of their march, would be attacked by their enemies in the defiles to be 
made, at that deep bog, and ſuffer conſiderably in the encounter; although 
they might gain the victory. This (upon the ſuppoſition made), appears | 
to have been the caſe with the Romans; who, having repulſed their ene. 


mies, with the loſs of ſome of their captains, had time to find out the ridge 


of gravel upon the bank of the mire, and there formally depoſit their 
urns. Before the firſt mentioned expedition of Julius Agricola into Scot- 
land, committed to him by Titus Veſpaſian, about the Both year of the 
Chriſtian ra, this country was but very imperfectly known to the Ro- 


mans, and any intercourſe with the natives, cither in war or peace, hardly 
began, until he led his army as far as the Frith of the Taus, or Tay, and 


alter ward exploring the coaſts with his fleet, aſcertained Britain, (vis. Eng- 
zand and Scotland), to be one ifland. 
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ced angle of the latter, or where the bridge or cauſe- 


way over either of them led to the caſtle, there was 
often a fort (ſuch as that known at Dunſe, immediately 
below the town, connected with the caſtle), called the 
Bar-nay, or Barnekin. Still more advanced, and, as 


the rife of the ground favoured the poſition, ſtood the 


tower of watch, overlooking the country around it, but 


facing the quarter of the enemy. Tt either ſtood ſingle, 


and was of a conſtruction fit for ſome defence, or being 
built commodiouſly cloſe by, or in adherence to the 


ſtrong-houſe of ſome of the vaſſals, which therefore was 


called, corruptly, the Peel, and properly, the Pile-houſe, 
could be more eaſily guarded from a ſurpriſe. In ſeve- 


ral places, the church ſteeples, or bellfries, were ſo fa- 
bricated as to ſerve for the ſpeculatoria, or alarm tow- 


ers. On this account, although they were otherwiſe 
reſpected, they were frequently ſet on fire by the ſupe- 


rior enemy. Of a ſtructure no leſs firm, and often with 
thicker and ſtronger walls, but lower, was erected the 


baſtile, or priſon of the barony, or parochial diſtrict; 
and, upon ſome eminence not far from it, was fixed the 
grim and terrific ſpectacle of the gallows, or gibbet. 

In this pariſh, there is a place called Old Caſtles, hav- 


ing Belly-mire cloſe on the north ſide, with much bro- 
ken ground, and ſome diſcoveries of the foundations of 
buildings about it, which point it out as the ſite of the 


baron's caſtle in ſome early days. But as to any parti- 
culars relative to it, tradition is entirely filent *, 


Vet a probable reaſon may be aſſigned for this. The Earls of Dun- 
bar, who joined to their title that of March, and were early, and oſten ap- 
pointed wardens of the eaſt border, had not their reſidence here, but in Eaſt 
Lothian; althiough the barony of Chirnſide, moſt probably appertained 


te 


ap- 
Laſt 
ned 


Of Cbirnſle. 35 
The laſt mentioned veſtige of feudal antiquity was 
that of the baftiles. Thoſe priſons, having a Norman 

name, denote their introduction, or their more frequent 


erection by the conqueror. They were more numerous 


in the marches of the borders than any where elſe, for 


obvious reaſons, and they were alſo made much ftronger. 
5 Fully, a ans ene derupied, they could not fail to be, 


f 


to them, at came Art to be . by the family of | Home, Both 


theſe lords had, beſides it, various fortreſſes of far more importance to them. 
Between the two great proprietors, it is likely the baron's caſtle here had 
been neglected, and allowed to fall to ruins, This is the more preſumable, 
as its ſituation, on the ſouth ſide of the bog, expoſed it to be aſſaulted more 
eaſily by the Engliſh invaders. The erecting another fort, on the oppoſite 

ſide of the mire, now called Ferny Caſtle, appears to have been no way ne- 
ceſſary, unleſs it was to ſupply the defect of the other. A tower, however, 
reported to have been built by an Earl of Dunbar, and conveniently fitu- | 


| ated for obſervation, hard by the church-yard, kept its place: its demoli- 


tion was not ſo long ago, nor fo entire, but that the late beadle of Chirnſide, | 
and other old pcople, had ſeen its ruins, and its grooved ſtones carried off, 
by the maſons, Whether the Earl of Dunbar and March, who, along 
with Lord Douglas, met the Engliſh warden of the marches, Lord Ne- 


ville, at Belly-mire, in the year 1586, for the purpoſe of concluding a truce, 
as mentioned in the border hiſtory, may be reckoned to have been that 
earl, who, according to tradition, built or repaired the tower of Chirnſide, 


is uncertain; but the fact recorded gives occaſion to obſerve, why the i 
place of a bog was appointed for ſuch a meeting. It is accounted for, by 


conſidering the violent and particular animoſity, with which the parties, at 


war in the borders, were inflamed againſt each other. Their conſtant and 
mutual defiances, and incurſions, kept up reſentment; fo that when the 
wardens were to meet for negotiating a truce, the infractions of it among 


their armed trains, were always to be apprehended. To prevent 1 


coming to blows or ſcuffles, they were kept at ſome diſtance from each o- 
ther, by a flough, or interſection of the ground, choſen for their meeting, 
until, at leaſt, all the preliminaries were ſettled between the wardens. 
Hence, Hauden-ſtank, and the Bounden-road, are oſten mentioned as the 
places of their conventions, for treaties; and yet, even thoſe precautions 
did not ra prevail for their peaccable termination, 
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in the parts of the 2 kingdoms, liable to reti ptdrel . 
continual favages. Towards their being tenatted, not 
only the priſoners of war, who were kept for mutual 

exchange, or until they gave pledges for their ranſom, 
but the many marauders and banditti, in time of peace, 
when taken, alſo much contributed. Although hang- 
ing was the common and ordained fate of the latter, 
there were parties of them protected by ſome chiefs of 
the hords in the receſſes of Cheviot Hills, whom it was 
found proper to ſpare, from the dread of the moſt at- 
trocious and bloody revenge of theit deaths. On ac- 
count of theſe circumſtances, the baſtiles, on the eaſt 
border of Scotland, and eſpecially thoſe in the Merſe, 
were built in the ſtrongeſt manner, and fo placed, as to 
ſecure them from any open aſſault, or concealed ſurpriſe, 
by an enemy ſo near at hand, and ready to attempt the 
reſcue of the priſoners. Of all the grounds in the pa- 
Tiſh, that now called the Baſtel-dikes, where ſhaped 
ſtones, arid ſuch as are uſed for cornices and lintels of 
doors, have been often turned up by the plough, is na- 
turally the moſt fenced and inacceſſible, It runs out in 
the weſt end, like a promontory, upon the broad ſtream 
of Whittadder, which there makes a turn upon its north 
banks, that are, at leaſt, 150 feet high, and have little 
more declivity than an upright wall. Much broken 
land, interſected with rivulets, ſecures it on the north 
| fide; and it is only open on the eaſt, where there is, 
firſt, a floping deſcent, and then a ſteep path-way down 
to Idington Mill upon the water. The caſtle, or ſtrong 

| houſe, of that village and barony, was alſo a cloſe guard | 
to it. This deſcription of our old parochial baſlile, leads 
to a remark, which, I know not whether it has been 
made before, that theſe edifices not only ſerved the pur- 
poſes 
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gel of grids but that, taken gle with the eib. 


tles or tower-houſes of the ehieftains, near which they 


always ſtood, they conftituted a chain of fortreſſes, runs 
ning, partly on Whittadder and on Blackadder banks, 


from almoſt the one end of the county to the other. 
Thus, we can reckon a line of them, at ſhort diſtances, 


in this neighbourhood, viz. Kello-baſtel, in Edrom pa- | 
: riſh; the Baſteldikes-here ; 3 Foulden-baſtel ; and the 
Baftel-riggs, in Ayton pariſh ; beſides others weſtward. 


of Kello, the names of which 1 do not now i re- 
collect 9 


Miſedlantons OBfervations,——Chirnfide, as a barony, 


| had, and ftill holds the privilege of an annual fair, at a 


late ſeaſon of the year, but accommodated to the de- 


mand for its old ftaple commodity ; which was that of 
ſacking, or bags for corn. Ir draws together a good 


many 


* To conclude the antiquities, there are only two names of places in the 
pariſh, beſides Chirnſide, which require etymology, or explication. The 
firſt is that of Peppetlaw, a ſteading, or place of farm-houſes, ſituated on 
an eminence, making part of the bank of Belly-mire. The name, a though 


odd, is intelligible, when written, or pronounced, as it ought to be. The 
Pepperlaw, which denotes the hill upon the fide of a muddy rivulet, ſuch 


as iſſues from a bog, or mite; the word Pepper, being German, or Saxon, 
ſignifies black pepper; and therefore, is applied to a ſtream of a black co. 
lour. It has indeed, its interpretation, in the name of Blackburn, given 
to the village, on the eaſt ſide of the mire, near which runs a brook of the 
ſame ſource, and complexion. An eaſy ſwamp, is, in ſome places, called the 


Pepper , and there is one well known by that name near Newbeath, in 


Eaſt Lothian, The other name wanting derivation, is Idington, about 
which I can only offer a flignt conjeQure, not having had opportunity of 
ſeeing its orthography in any old papers; which, yet, I ſuſpe& may be 


Eddington, denoting a place where there are eddies, or deepening of the 


ſhallow water into pools; a circumſtance that js apparent and remarkable, 
all along the entry to it from the W. to the N. 
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many people; but few to purchaſe its former merchan« 
diſe, which 1s found in too ſmall and trifling quantities 


to be an object to the farmers, and much leſs to the 


corn-merchants; the former now buying their corn- 


facks by dozens; and the latter, by ſeveral hundreds to- 
gether, from the large ſales of them opened in Berwick, 


Dunſe, and other places; which are ſupplied from the 


manufactures of Dunbar and Haddington, and alſo from 
London. It would appear, from the little attention paid 
here, and all over this country, to the growth of hemp, 


that there is naturally more ſolicitude about the filling, 


than the fabricating corn-ſacks ; yet this is not a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for having no manufacture of .them at all. 
Our old band of 12 weavers, however, is exactly kept i 
up; if we add to the 10 preſent maſters, 2 apprentices 
belonging to ſome of them. Their looms, indeed, are 


not near ſo much employed in the fabric of woollen | 
cloth as formerly, when the wealthieſt farmers, as well 
as the common people, were generally clothed from the 


webs made of the yarn ſpun by their wives and femgle 


ſervants. In the decline of this thrift, many years ago, 


the manufacture of linens, coarſe and fine, in various 
degrees, has chiefly occupied the trade; and x or 2 of 


them wove linen equal to the-beſt Holland. They ſtill 
have reputation in this branch, to which that of the 


lint-ſpinners, in the village, alſo contributes. Several 
of them are both expert and diligent, and, uſing the 2 
hand-wheel, will often accompliſh 2 flips of more than 


middling yarn in a day. The ſale for it is ready, if not 


to the weavers at home, to the agents for the factories 


at Edinburgh, appointed at Dunſe and other places. 


For 4 ſlips, or a ſpindle, they get 14d. or 15d. When 


the ſpinning, which laſts them through the winter and 
TD the 
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the ſpring, is over, and a ſuſpenſe of employment en- 7 
ſues, there is always a call for ſuch of them as are not 
engaged for ſummer-ſervice, to aſſiſt in the planting of | 


potatoes, and performing the work of hoeing them, and 
the repeated weedings of the turnip fields. 


To what has been ſaid of the improved knowledge of 


the farmers in all the operations of the plough, we have 
to add, the advantage and convenience they find in the 
number of hinds, or bred ploughmen, expert and able 


to perform any agricultural work required of them, 


who appear, in the hiring market-days, at Dunſe and 


Berwick. Even when a hali-year ſervant is only want- 
ed for carting, and other common work upon a farm, 
there are few lads here at the age of 18 or 20, uſed to 5 
country ſervice, who cannot occaſionally ſupply the 
place of a hind; and, in lighter land, at leaſt, manage | 
the plough with propriety and neatneſs. It is owing to 
this early uſefulneſs of the young men bred in the coun- 
try to the farmers, that their wages, ſeveral years paſt, | 
were much raiſed, and generally complained of, eſpe- 


cially by thoſe who could not employ them with equal 


advantage. When, at firſt, the farmers were averſe to 
grant their demands, the ſpirited and ſtouteſt betook 
themſelves to Northumberland, where the tenants, poſ- 
ſeſſing long leaſes, and having coal and lime at hand, 
were able to afford the greateſt encouragement to la- 


| bourers of every Kind. It muſt be acknowledged, that 


many of them learned there to do their work more 
completely ; and ſuch of them as returned here, deſer- 


| ved the wages they aſked. It is near 30 years fince no 


good labouring ſervant could be got for leſs than 61. or 
above it, and now they are not hired below Sl. or gl. ; 
which is juſt about the triple of their wages 40 years 


ago, 
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ago, and wanting but a fourth of the improved value of 
4 the land, proves, that, in a free country, ſuch as Bri- ' 
i: tain, the labouring people can never ſuffer long by ſmall | 
i wages, unleſs induſtry generally ceaſes, or is relaxed; 
and that they will always, as they are well entitled, have 
their hire advanced, in proportion to exertions made 1 in . 
the ever-profitable labours of the fields. 1.56 1 
It is not to be foreſeen, or eaſily 1 what acceſ- 1 
ſions a country village may receive, in conſequence of the f 
grants of long leaſes, or feus, to purchaſers. Beſides thrice 1 
the number of maſons and ſmiths, four times that of 4 
wrights and ſhoemakers, and more than double that of Ml | 
tailors, without reckoning their apprentices, ſtated in the . 
preceding table, together with their maſters, we have of ] 
4 gardeners, 2 that keep nurſery grounds ; and among 1 
the merchants, 1 that is a dealer in corn, for himſelf, 1 
and alſo an agent, reſident: and what there was yet leſs 1 
reaſon to expect, in the number of publicans, x who has f 
ſucceeded ſo well in that occupation, as to have erected, | 
at a very conſiderable expenſe, large buildings, for a | 
brewery and malting, joined with a bakery. This en- 
couragement, in the vending great quantities of ale and 
wheat bread through the country, appears to be the re- , 
compenſe due to his undertaking and induſtry. Here i 
we cannot help again recolie&ing, what was the caſe in t 
the old village, where every ſixpenee worth of wheat 3 
bread was brought from Dunſe or Rerwick ; when a g 
houſe for a baker, and a ſeller of ale, built by the late Mr. b 
Hall, was ſoon deſerted by the tenants, and allowed to fall tl 
down, and the preſbytery's entertainment could only be A 
found at the bellman's habitation. Yet, in thoſe days, 8 
the people were not inactive in ſuch branches of trade, 2: t 
See © 
7 - 


07 cin. N 


were e then x known, 0 or + accounted, in the lead degree, pro- 


fngble *. 


7 Reliyioil and Morals of the People. —The people, in ge- 
neral, are in religion ſincere, and as little addicted to ſu- 
perſtition, or enthuſiaſm, as in any country pariſh. Even 


ſo far as the nominal religious diviſions obtain among 


them, they operate not to rancour, or any obſervable de- 
pravation of the Chriſtian temper and ſpirit. Although 
Antiburghers and Burghers, to a certain number, have 
been known among them, almoſt even fince the origin of 
Seceſſion, and a Cameronian meeting-houſe has been late- 
ly erected in the middle of the village, the bulk of the 


people continue attached to the Eſtabliſhed Church. The 


individuals of families, that follow theſe ſectaries, are con- 
fiderable in number; but whole families of them are very 
few. Among the former, eſpecially of the Burgher, or of the 
Relief claſſes, there are ſeveral who frequent thoſe congre- 

Vot. XIV. e Is  gations, 


. of this, the eggman of the village afforded a remarkable example. 
Not contented with being, what ſome of his fraternity were, in other 
places, the firſt merchant in ſmall wares, he formed the ſcheme of carry- 
ing on his particular trade in a ſuperior manner. Well known in the coun- 
try, and having credit at Berwick and Dunſe, he took from Mr. Hall 2 or 
3 acres of land. He purchaſed 2 of the ſtouteſt horſes he could find; and 
taking his travels 20 miles up the country into Lauderdale and Gala 
Water, and paying ſor his eggs as he went along, he engaged ſuch a num 
ber of cuſtomers in the line of his march, as furniſhed a complete load of 
them in his four large creels. Piled up nicely, they generally amounted 
from 1600 to 1800, and frequently exceeded that number. His market 
was Berwick, where the ſtaple commodity for export to London, being 
eggs and ſalmon, his payment was ſure and ready, for an article reckoned 
to make the annual return of above 60001. to the merchants ; while that 
of the other was eſtimated at 8000 l. or 9000 I. To the benefit of this 
Place, and that of his many cuſtomers, who kept by him, he preſided in 
the trade for more than 20 years, and got to himſelf conſiderable gain. 


\ \ — —— o 
— . E = 


l 

— 
5 

== 

ie tb Loy —y— 


EY 3 
85 
= 


. _ — 


— 


= 22 * = co — 3 . 2 a * — 2 7 . « N x —— 4 Pr 2 2 ** — * . — ba = — 2 ooh 4 — — 6 — 
. * 
Leu IE 5 — * — — 5 2 — E — — us. 2 as — — . * — 2 — * — — 2 — —— — * = — — 
07 ooo AG BR C 8. —— ; ne —— —— — No Oe — — —ę— nent nf wy pete _ — . 
— — * "_ C4 ACA — — — wie — 22 4, Rs So BY an —— 2 2 — — - — — — — — —— g -_ 2 
„ 83 E ond ee REES CTY FFI £5 DEED IIS 2 r ITIERY — 5 — : — . — —— 
= — - — = ay . of Rox — — — 22 7 — 5 . IL ILEERETE woe: 2 * — — - * Ky 2 t — 2 ä — ws — — = s 22 ————— — 2 2 - 
= "—_— — — — —— — - C > 4 2 22 * — - — — — _ 4 - b 2+ . — — = ba 2 — = — — — — 
3 "abies & = 7c; — 2 kr Fre "ur 1 RET N r TT 4 — = = 5 - E 8 — * rr 
2 " 2 2 k "= <4 Bo. = 2 — -— x '% — DH 2 * 0 » "ex ” * — * - . —— — 5 = 
_- d 7 re - — 5 < mee, te; - 8 — — — 4 
; ” 2 — of ow; 8 — " JF — 9 — » 4 1 2 2 "wa 2 2 NN n — = _ — — * — 2 — — — re — — 1 
— 3 £ > 3 r — 2 n 1 . — — ——— NI © a" — = = 
= | _ b : 2 A — - N —— — 
8 , 2 e II 


ä — TITS —— 
= A 8 1, 
— — — \ 
— - 
x =; l 2 - 
o — — — — 
— — — — * 
— ngs — — 


42 Statiſtical Account 


; gations, as hearers, but chooſe not, e or are not admitted to 
| communicate ſacramentally with them. Hence the fre- 


quent applications made here, and in other pariſhes, for 


baptiſm, and admittance to the communion table, by a 
good many, who ſeldom appear in the churches, but upon 

| theſe occaſions. With whom are thoſe people to be num- 
| bered? Are they to be reckoned of our church, or among 
the diſſenters? Theſe queſtions are material, when we eſ- 
timate the increaſe or decreaſe of the one, or the other. 


The children baptized in the church, although, for the 


reaſon given, not entered into the regiſter, to within a 


fourth of their number, are not only no fewer than they 


were in any former period, but not much ſhort of being, 
in proportion to the augmentation of the pariſhioners, 
We have conſtantly had, for above 30 years, from 8 
tables of communicants to 9, or a few more; each ſerviee 
comprehending 35 or 49. The tables of this year were 


filled up to 8, and a few over: We may therefore reckon, 


that we ſtand nearly at an equal balance, and in the beſt 
token of adherence, which is that of ſacramental commu- 


nion, that the ſcale is rather more in favour of the church, 
than of the diſſenters. - | 
In the diſcharge of Chriſtian auties, and in the 


morality of their lives and actions, the common 
people, comparatively with others, are laudable. The 


virtues of honeſty and charity are in eſteem and prac- 
tice among them. The ſympathy which they expreſs, 
and the meaneſt of them teſtify, by affording all the 
help in their power to their neighbours in diſtreſs, 
is very remarkable. In all their occupations and trades 
that have been mentioned, they are induſtrious, and 
many of them thriving. None of them complain of 
poverty, till they are really in want, The frugality of | 

tho 
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the married women, who have children (and moſt of 
them have many), and their care and conſtant employ- 


ment, under the burden of them, are ſuch as to require 


only ſobriety and induſtry, on the part of the men, to 


bring up their families in a creditable way. When theſe 


virtues are wanting, or fail in the huſbands, and the at- = 


traction of the ale and dram-houſes prevails with them, 


their mates, unable to do more than their accuſtomed ; 
labour, become depreſſed ; and the more ſo, becauſe the 
viſible want or diſorder in the houſe is generally, and 
often moſt unjuſtly, imputed to them ; to which ſentence 
many of their own ſex too readily aſſent. From ſenſi- 
bility and dread of this reproach, their ſpirits ſubſide. 
Languor of body and mind ſeize them. Various af. 
fections unhinge their frame. They behold their chil- 
dren around them, in want of bread, which they cannot 


ſupply. Their eyes are ſet dead with the fight. They 


agenize, until they can ſee no more. Their offspring 
cry to a helpleſs father; they embrace his Knees, when 
it is a chance, if he is in a condition to take one of 


them into his arms. Irreclaimable in his vicious ha- 
bit, if he lives with them a year or two, they are half 
ſtarved, and ſome of them are ſure to drop ; and if he 


die, which may be better for them, they fall to be main- 
tained upon the pariſh charity. o woful are the effects 


which the intemperate uſe of ſpiritous Bauots may be 
obſerved to produce in all pariſhes ! 


The ſalubrious air, from the clevation of Ehicntide 
Hill, joined with the dry and comfortabie houſes of the 
inhabitants, exempts them from the epidemical diſeaſes 


of agues, or intermitting fevers, that formerly prevail- 
ed. Of the putrid kind, there are few. The moſt com- 


mon complaint is of rheumatiſm, or pains in the joints 
; „ and 
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and "EY In the ſawing of whol, and the working of 
_ quarry ſtones, the men generally ſtrip themſelves to a 
- thinner ſhirt or waiſtcoat than was uſed in the days of 
their fathers; and, from the changeability of a day, in 
the months of winter and ſpring, expoſe themſelves to 
catch rheumatic obſtructions. But the diſeaſe with 
many, is the incurable one, of approaching old age. 
There were ſeveral inſtances, in the laſt generation, of 
longevity, to the extent of 85 and 90 years, and 1 or 2 
to near 100. The apparent health and meaſure of 
ſtrength, which ſome above 70 now poſſeſs, promiſe 
their arriving at a remarkable length of years. Fatal 
here, was the viſitation of the ſmall pox in the end. of 
the year 1791, and through the winter months and 
ſpring of the year 1792; when, by a contagion in the 
natural way, between 30 and 40 children were carried 
off. The preſervative means of inoculation might have 
been, at no expenſe, obtained; but, from the prejudices 
of a ſuperſtitious kind, fill remaining with ſome female 
parents, there was no application made for the remedy, 
until it could not be ſafely uſed. The ſubſcriptions 
now entered into at Dunſe, and conſiderably advanced, 
for a diſpenſary of medicines and phyſical advice, gratis, 
to the poor, propoſed to- have extenſion over a large | 
diſtrict of the country, may, along with other phyſical 
benefits, produce that of preventing like calamities by 
the ſmall pox; when the means of preſervation will be 
o eaſily obtained, and the ſalutary practice of inocu- 
lation being extended, will afford conviction of its hap- 
py effects to the moſt ſcrupulous parents. 


Curiofities, In the ſmall number. of them in this pa- 
riſh, it has happened, that about 2 or 3 weeks ago, mere 
accident 


nt 
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accident brought a curious ftone into view. It had 
dropped from the top of a quarry, worked immediately 5 
under the deſcribed Cheſter-knows. Captain Home's 
attention to it, was occaſioned by the maſon's bruſh be- 
ing ſtuck. into it, and the ſingularity of its having a hole, 


and its heavy weight, induced him to have it brought 


home. Tt is moſtly of an orbicular form; and although 

of a ſubſtance as hard as marble, it is perforated exactly 
in the middle; it is convex on all ſides but one, which is 
flat; while its other ſurface is not only rough, but fret- 


ted, as if it had been artificially raiſed into ſmall notches. 
Its weight, yet untried, may be between 2 and 3 ſtone. 


Upon conſidering theſe particulars, it was ſuggeſted, that 
being evidently worked upon, and fitted to ſome purpoſe 
of art and utility, it might be the upper part of a mole- 


trina or hand-mill, for corn, ſuch as was uſed by the Ro- 


mans in their campaigns. That it correſponded to this 


conjecture, is evinced from the aptitude of the perfora- 


tion, to admit an iron axis or ſpindle, of near an inch 
thick, which, terminating in the ſocket of an under ſtone, 
_ excavated for holding corn, and wide enough to receive 


into it this upper part; and being moveable by a handle 


fixed to its top, could make the found ſtone act as a grind= . 
er of the grain, with all its power of attraction. Since 
_ paſſing this judgment upon the ſtone, Captain Home has 
been informed, by the tenant of the ground, where the 
_ Cheſter-knows are, that, in the courſe of his agricul- 
ture, he had met there with a large hollowed round 


ſtone, which, being ſunk 3 or 4 feet deep into the earth, 
was allowed to remain in its place. Whether this ſtone up- 
on its being inſpected, or dug up, may be the wanted tal- 
ly to that in Mr. Home's poſſeſſion, we know not; but if 
the latter be itſelf Judged, by the intelligent 1 in ſuch anti- 
1 | quities, 
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aquities, to be the grinder of a Roman ſtone- mill, the 

trenches upon the Cheſter-knows can hardly be doubted 
to be the remains of an encampment, or temporary ſta- 
tion of Roman troops; and from this being aſcertained, 
a probability ariſes of their having marched through 


this part of the country, in the lines, and with the mi- | 


litary conduct above 8 5 . 
Church, 


There are three ſprings or wells of water, which have curioſity; one 


| af them upon the S. extremity of the Eaft Mains eſtate, has its copious iſ- 


| fue in a bed of marl. Its taſte, and the ochre colour of its lime, prove it 


to be a pretty ſtrong chalybeate, or mineral water; but being impregna- 


ted with marly particles, it is glutinous upon the padde and therefore 


not ſo light upon the ſtomach. It has been formerly, and is ſtill re- 
ſorted to, by ſome of the common people, aſſected with ſcorbutic | 
eruptions; but with what benefit is not, to my knowledge, well af- 


certained. Some old book is ſaid to report its medicinal virtu=s and 


vogue. The other two ſprings that riſe in the place called Spence's 
Mains, a little weſt of the church-yard, deſerve notice, not from 


any ſingular quality in either, but from the one being ſoft water, and the 
other hard, when their diſtance from each other is not above 6 or 7 ſteps. 
Ehe old plane tree at Ninewells, which, in the grove a little E. of the 
houſe, rears its ſtraight ſtem, and lofty top, is an object that attracts the 
cye, to ſuch a production in the vegetable ſyſtem. It meaſures, by the 
__ girth, 17 feet of ſolid wood, below the boughs; which, although general- 
Iy ſtrong, and ſpreading, have at their top a fading, which marks their 

ſuffering by the endurance of the blaſts of many winters, which cannot 


be reckoned fewer than 150, in revolution: For the oldeſt people of the 
laſt generation, when aſked about its appearance, in their memory, ſaid, 


that they never remembered it but in full growth, and with ſome marks 


of its being at the age of declining.---A. ſpecies of the gypſum, if not 


the beſt kind, but of which ſome plaſter has been made for ceilings of 
rooms, little inferior to ths: of Paris, or very good ſtucco, ſhows 1ttelt 
on the fide of Whittadder ks, oppoſite to this, where yet there is the 

ſame appearance of that ſuyſtance. Its quantities, ſuch as it is, here, 
and in the neighbourhood, re vaſt; and if tried in powder, to :erti- 


lize land, to the degree alle ged of the gypſum, large ſupplies of it can 
be furniſhed, 
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Church, Manſc, Stipend, School, Poor, S That the : 
church! here may be 2 or 3 centuries old, appears from 
the architrave, or coarſe fluting of its principal door, 
and alſo from a ſtone, of about a foot ſquare, taken 
down at the rebuilding of the eaſt alle, or old choir, 
having a few rude and faded characters upon it, which, 
juſt legible, are theſe: Help the pyr (poor); and the 
figures 1573, joined with them. That the church might 
be older than this ſignature upon the choir aile, is not 
improbable, from the appearance its walls have of be- 
ing much pieced up in the inward fide. Its vaulted 
roof has been, many years ſince, taken down, and con- 
verted into the preſent one of cupples, and blue flate, 
with ſerking of deals. It was, probably, among the 
firſt in this country ſo covered; the advantage of which, 
in point of intereſt as well as propr iety, when compared 

with the continual repairs of the thatched roofs, was 

long and late of being apprehended or admitted by many 
heritors. It is now in ordinary and tolerable condition, 
but has not yet received ſuch decent reparations within, 

as are exemplified in ſeveral neighbouring churches * 


The 


* The tomb-ſtones of the churck-yard cannot be paſſed over, as they 
_ Exhibit that of the Reverend Mr. Henry Erſkine, firſt miniſter of the 
pariſh after the Revolution 1688; whoſe ſons, Ebenezer and Ralph, were 
the principal and famous leaders of an open aad well known ſeceſſion 
from the Eſtabliſhed Church. The firſt was reckoned the pillar of the 
party ; while Ralph was allowed to be the beſt ſcholar, with a vein for 
Latin and Engliſh poetry, but particularly fertile of riddles, in both of 
which the elegiac diſtichs upon the tomb- ſtone of his father ſufficiently 
bear record. Mr. Henry died in the year 1696, and was interred, not in 
durial-ground of the Epiſcopal miniſters, and as ſuch, reſigned to their 
ſucceſſors in office, but in conſiderable ſeparation from it; and what is 
rather remarkable, there was no fraternity of coffins and bones between 
the clergy of the two churches, by thoſe of Mr. Millar, his immediate 

: ſucceſſor, 
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4 — Statiſtical Account 


The manſe, rebuilt in the year 17 555 is well con- 
ſtructed i in its walls and roof, but its dimenſions are ra- 
ther narrow for a large family. The office-houſes have 


been, ſome years ſince, alſo rebuilt. The glebe, con- 
| fiſting of 8 Engliſh acres and a rood (the ſtations of 
houſes being included), is fenced with hedge and ditch, 
and has a ſabdiviſion in the ſame faſhion. The ſtipend 
amounts to nearly 39l. in money, and 4 chalders of vic- 


tual, three parts of which are oats, and a third bear. 


: The communion elements are comprehended. William 


Hall, 


ſucceſlor, who was ſoon called to Leith, nor ey thoſe of the late. Mr. 
Home, who was buried in the vault of the Ninewell's family in the E. 
aile. The late bellman, who lived to above 80, and remembered Mr. 


Lattie, the Epiſcopal clergyman, who retired to Eymouth, ſaw, (reckoning 


| that gentleman, and the preſent incumbent), the ſucceſſion of five mini- 
ſters in the pariſh church. | = | | 
Yet, another inſcribed ſtone, with a carved el over the epitaph, 

deſerves attention. It is that of Mr. William Aitkenſon ( Aitchiſon), whoſe 


natural genius, prompted by an able ſchool-maſter here, rendered him 
early ſuch a proficient in writing, arithmetic, geometry, and other parts of 


mathematics, as carried him out of the line of an operative maſon, under 
his father, and marked his ability to proceed in that of the liberal ſcien- 


ces. He went to London ; where, obſerving the advertiſed want of a wri- 


ting and arithmetical mater, in one of the academies, he preſented himſeif 
as a candidate for the place. The produced ſpecimen of his penmanſhip | 
was ſo much ſuperior to that of the other candidates, that the judges ſuſ- 


pected it to be a borrowed piece of copperplate, until it was authentica- 


ted by his writing, in their preſence. By acceſs to books of ſcience, and 
other opportunities of acquiring knowledge, during his continuance in the 
academy, for ſeveral years, he became well qualified to be himſelf head 


mafter of one. It was, accordingly, opened in a large houle, cloſe by 
Hammerſmith, and kept up with reputation and ſucceſs, for a few years, 


until his health declined. Being adviſed by his phyſicians to try his na- 


tive air, for a recovery, he returned here. His aged parents ſaw him 
in the habit of a gentleman, and received, as ſuch, in ſeveral reſpectable 


families, But although he lived, with ſome hopes of a reſtoration © 0 


health, for about 2 years, the diſtemper of his conſtitution proving nvin_ 
cible, deprived him of life, at the age of 3 5 
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Hall, Eſq. of Whitehall, 1s patron of the pariſh,—The 5 
ſalary of the ſchoolmaſter is 100 merks Scots, or, which 
is near the ſame, x month's ceſs of the pariſh, His 
| houſe is preſently in good repair, and of ſuch length, as 
affords a large room for the ſchool. To his falary, are 
added, the emoluments of ſeſſion- clerk and precentor- 


and that of an allowance for being collector and diſtri- 


butor of the aſſeſſments for the poor upon the pariſh 
roll. — Theſe are levied, not at fixed meetings of the he- 
ritors, but occaſional ones; when intimation is made 5 
from the deſk, that the former aſſeſſment being expend- 
ed, a meeting of the heritors is deſired, on a day men- 


tioned, to make a farther proviſion for the poor. At 


their meeting, the account of the expenditure is preſent- 
| ed by the collector; and then the ſtate of the roll being 
conſidered, and what alterations have enſued, or may 
be, from obſerved circumſtances, made in it ; ſuch an 
aſſeſſment is appointed, as correſponds to the ſupply re- 
quired, until another meeting of the heritors be called. 
The one half of the collections made in the church is 
regularly taken up by the colleQor, and go in aid of 
the aſſeſſments. The other remains with the ſeſſion, 
to be diſtributed in caſes of caſual ditreſs, to indigent 
people not admitted upon the poor's roll. 
Notwithſtanding the birth of Mr. David Hume hap- | 
pened not at Ninewells, but at Edinburgh, this pariſh 
may claim him as a native. He was bred up here from 
his infancy, and he never conſidered himſelf as an alien, 
from the accidental locality of his birth. His monu- 
ment, erected upon the Calton-hill, at Edinburgh, where 
he died, is only inſcribed with his name, and the year 


| of his death. It is enough; for (as this ſimple ſigna- 
Vor. XIV. 3 ture 
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dre implies). to the literary 2 ho p 1 N 


>. 8. . be now. no o doubt l 9 che FIG taken up 


| by Captain Home, is, what it was conjectured to be, the grinder of a Ro- 
man moletrina. The ſtone, ſunk into the ground, has been inſpected, and 
IE. found hoHowed out, and of the capacity and ſhape, proper to its being the 
under part of a corn hand- mill, of a large fige. The grinder, weighs 5 
ane-half ſtone Engliſh. ſo that its weight, compared with its bulk, is 


little inferior to that of lead. The 7 on: which it fell, Was cloſe by 


the « EXC OOO ſtone. . 
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NUMBER III. 
ien or Fenwick. | 


(County or Arz, Srxop of GIAsSOow AanD Arz; 
„  PRESBYTERY OF IRVINE.) 


Bx the Rev. Mr. Wixttam Bbyp. | 


Name, Extent, Soil, Climate, e. 

[NENWICK was erected into a new pariſh in the 
In year 1642, formerly being part of the pariſh of 
Kilmarnock; for this reaſon, it went at firt by the 
name of New Kilmarnock. But, for ſome time paſt; it 
has been known by the name of Fenwick, from a ſmall 
village of that name. If wick means the fame with 
vicus, the meaning may be; the village near the fen or 
bog. Wick, I believe, in ſome places, meant an angle 
or corner. This would be deſcriptive of its fituation, 
lying at the corner of what certainly once was a bog, 
and is ſtill partly ſo. The pariſh church ſtands at the 
diſtance of 47 miles from Kilmarnock, near the great 
G 2 road 


road which runs through that town from Glaſgow to 
Ayr, and almoſt at an equal diſtance from theſe two 
places. The pariſh is about 9 miles long from E. to 
W., and 6 miles broad. When the disjunction took 
place, it was conſidered as the moorland part of the pa- 

riſh of Kilmarnock, and the ſoil in every part is moſſy. 
In the lower part of the pariſh, however, the lands are 


tolerably good; and, in favourable ſeaſons, yield not 


unfruitful crops of oats and bear, the only grain that is 
down here; when there is an open winter, as it is call- 
ed, and the following ſummer is dry and warm, the 
crops are the beſt. Long continued froſt in winter, and 
rainy ſummers, are exceedingly hurtful. The corns, 
in many parts of the pariſh, are ſeldom fully ripened, 
and ſeldom yield meal for corn. This depends, how- 
ever, much on their ſituation, either near the moors, or 
downward towards Kilmarnock or Dreghorn, where the 
lands are the beſt. The air is far from being unhealthy, 
We cannot be ſaid to have any diſeaſes peculiar to the 
place. From their fitnation, the grounds muſt be damp, 
and the air moiſt, but no bad effects follow. Some 
years ago, a fever prevailed in the village of Fenwick, 
but did not extend much farther. For many years, the 
ſmall pox had not been in the pariſh but in a few ſcat- 
| tered families. About the beginning of the laſt year, 
I792, they began to make their appearance. They went 
through every corner of the bounds, and the numbers 
that had them were great; but they were very favour- 
able. It was half a year before one died, and only 3 
| died in all. It is almoſt unneceſſary to add, that they 
all had them in the natural way. The prejudices 
againſt inoculation are great. Some even deem it a {in 
ro give children any thing by way of preparation. 


Rivulets, 


07 Fennoich. 1 5 3 


Rietze, lb Fuel, At; confiderable ri- 


e or waters, as they are called here, run through | 
tue pariſh from E. to W. Both have their ſources in 
the moor - grounds towards Eagleſham. They unite a 

little below Crawfordland Caſtle; in the pariſh of Kil- 
marnock, run through that town before it joins the 

| water of Irvine, and at Irvine are emptied into the ſea. E 


They abound with trouts, and afford entertainment to 


thoſe who are fond of fiſhing ; and would be ſtill more 
_ plentiful, were they not greatly deſtroyed in the dry 


months by the hand. Salmon never come this way ; 
which is owing, probably, to the waters being render- 


ed hurtful to them by the works carried on in Kilmar- 
nock. They very ſeldom do any harm to either graſs : 
or corn. On their banks, tlfere is not a buſh. —This 
pariſh, though high above the level of the ſea, is not 
mountainous. To look at Fenwick, from Craigie hills 
in Kyle, it appears a large plain. The aſcent from Kil- 
marnock, Kilmaurs and Dreghorn, is very gradual. At ö 


many ſpots, almoſt indeed from every farm and every 
houſe, the proſpect is moſt extenſive towards Kyle, 
Carrick, the Frith of Clyde, and the Ifland of Arran, 
with the tops of the hills in Argyleſhire. From the 2 
waters already mentioned, the lands have a N. or a 8. 
expoſure. The ſurface is green, and produces tolerable 


graſs. Though in ſome places there are large propor- 
tions of black heath, where the peats are cut, or grounds 


covered with heath and bent. The moſt common fuel 
is peat. What coal is made uſe of is brought from 
Loudoun, from Kilkmarnock, and from Kilmaurs, at 
the diſtance of about 5 miles from the church, and ra- 


ther to more above it. In the farmers houſes, very | 
few coals are uſed. Formerly every tradeſman had his 


Peat 


$4 | aalen Account 


peat ſtack. but now they think It more profitable 66 


uůſe coals, than to ſpend time in ſummer at _ vn 
and have only a few for lammer uſe. RS 


bs Bad e Se. Beide the village here 


called Fenwick- town, there is another, called. from its 
ſituation, the Kirk-town. The laſt ſtands, for the moſt 


_ part, upon the glebe, and contains about 42 families; 
the fituation 1s wet. The other contains about 36 fa. 


milies ; the fituation is dry. The prevailing trades in 
the Kirk-town are ſhoemakers; in Fenwick-town wea- 


vers. The laſt is increafing in houſes and inhabitants; 


and, if trade continues, will increaſe. Here alſo it is 


thought that a bleachfield might be ſet up with conſi- 
derable advantage. All the other inhabitants of the pa- 
riſh are farmers, who plough fo much of their lands, 
and keep horſes or cows and ſheep in proportion to their 
farms. At preſent, there may be in the pariſh 270 
Horſes, many of them high priced; 2000 black cattle ; 
and, in the moor farms, 2 300 ſheep, of the ſmall moor- 
land kind, black faced and black legged. In other parts 


of the pariſh, ſome ſheep, from 6 to 8, of a larger kind, 


for the benefit of finer wool for family uſe. There are 


made butter-cheeſes, after the Dunlop manner, or what 


is known by the general name of Sweetmilt-cheeſe. And, 


in the ſeaſon, they {ell calves for the butcher, at very 


conſiderable prices, bought up for the Glafgow market, 


. beſides what goes to Kilmarnock and Stewarton for the 


Irvine market. Butter and cheeſe have both riſen of 
Jate very conſiderably in their value, and the fale is al- 


ways good, when trade is good in Glaſgow and Paiſley. 
Thou ag the corn a are conſiderable, yet the ſoil is 


7 | | better 
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of Fenwick, 8 Is 


betten ory to paſture chan to cllge, and | might be 
made much more valuable. . 


15 ee ie qu antity of potatoes is 
raiſed, but moſtly for the uſe of the family. The flax 
that is ſown is alſo moſtly for family uſe, little being 
ſold; and to ſow. for the premiums, granted for that pur- 
poſe, i is not known. The leaſe oblige the tenant to lime 
a certain proportion of the land before ploughing ; but 
| they all complain, that though it riſes to the appearance 
of a good crop, yet the corn either falls down and rots, or 
does not fully ripen, from the lateneſs of the ſoil. Very 
little is laid down in graſs for hay; their chief dependence 
| for fodder being on the ſtraw of their oats and bear, and 
and their bog-hay, which is often a laborious and tedi- 
ous work. Rains here are much more frequent than in 
the pariſhes farther down in the ſame diſtrict. The far- 
mers begin to labour, as ſoon as the weather in the ſpring 
will permit, though, from the wetneſs of the ſoil, they 
muſt be later than hte who live in the drier lands far- 
| ther down the country ®. 

It is but a piece of juſtice due the 8 of this rarith — 
obſerve, that they are remarkably induſtrious and attentive 
to their harveſt-work ; by which means, they have often 

1 7 9 e 


* The following i is the time when one farmer began to cut 1 his 


corns; and, from his ſituation, it may be reckoned nearly the average 
of the pariſh ; | | 


17580 » 24th September. 1786, - 20th September. 

1781, - 24th Auguſt. 1787, - 1ſt October. 
1782, th October. 1788, - 16th September. 

1783, zd September. 1789, - 12th September. 

1784, th October. 1790, =» 26th September. 


1785. 7th September. 
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the ſtart of their neighbours, whoſe limits and climate 
would be much more favourable. When they cut down 
their corns, they ſet them up in fingle ſheaves, which is 


called gaiting ; by this means, if any thing wet, may ſoon 


dry. They let them ſtand thus for ſome days, but al- 


ways with attention to the ſtate of the weather. If there 


is the appearance of rain, they ſet all hands to work, 
even at midnight, and put them up in what are called 
Huts, built in the form of a rick of hay, and covered with 
| two of the largeſt and the wetteſt ſheaves, called Hout- 
3 ings. They make their huts larger or ſmaller, accord- 


ing as the ſheaves are wet or dried. They keep the dry- 
neſs they take, even in very bad weather, except the 


-hontings, which are neceſſarily expoſed; and, if well 
built, hardly any weather ſpoils them. In this ſtate 
they ſtand till the weather is good ; and whenever a fa- 
vourable opportunity offers, they are taken down, and 
expoſed to the drought, if it be neceſſary : what is dry is 


taken in, and what is unfit for the barn or barn-yard 
is hutted again. Tt is only when they need much work 


that there is any loſs of corn; for the moſt part very 
little. Laſt ſeaſon (1992), the advantage was great. 


We had, generally, all in the barn or yard, when others, 
who might, from more favourable circumſtances, been 


thought to have been far before us, had a great deal to 


cut down, and the whole of their crops in the field for 
weeks aſter us, | "Ty 


Plantations.— There are no woods in the pariſh. In- 


deed very little timber of any Kind; ſome few trees 


about ſeveral of the farm houſes, and ſome young trees 
about the 2 villages, excepted. All the timber that is 


neceſſary for almoſt any purpoſe is brought at the diſ- 
I: tame 


. 


_ 


. 


tance of ſeveral miles; moſtly from the woods at Lou- 
doun Caſtle, It is to be regretted, that this has not 
been more attended to. In every farm, ſome part 
might be planted, without either hurting the graſs 
grounds or the corn fields, which, if encloſed, and taken 
care of for a few years, would be of profit to the pro- 
prietor, for ſhelter to the cattle, and conveniency of the 
tenant, Mr. Forbes, merchant in Kilmarnock, who late- 
ly purchaſed ſome lands, has the honor of being the 
firſt who has done any thing in this way. But it is to 
he hoped, that his example will be followed by others. 


Population, &c.— According to Dr. Webſter's report, 
the population then was 1113. The number of families, 
including the 2 villages, is about 244. The average 
number in each family will be 5, or rather more. Of 
| theſe, the great majority are of the claſs called Burgher- 
Seceders, who left the Eſtabliſhment at the ſettlement of 
the preſent. incumbent. Alſo a confiderable number of 

| Antiburghers, of old ſtanding; and thoſe who call them- 
ſelves the Reformed Preſbytery, or thoſe who adhere to 
the covenanted work of Reformation, whoſe miniſter, as 
| he reſides in the pariſh of Kilmarnock, preaches in this 
pariſh every fifth Sabbath, It is ſaid, that, in the laſt 
century, the Quakers began to make ſome converts, but 
nothing of that kind is now known “*. 


CCC 5 In 


* What may be the number of marriages, births and deaths, cannot at 
preſent be aſcertained, no regiſter, for ſome years paſt, being kept. Tie 
tax to government is the pretext for not regittering their children; but 
that they may not pay the pariſh ſchoolmaſter's dues, may be, with ſome, 
an additional reaſon. I can only ſay, that the people generally marry; and 
being ſober and bealthy, have children. The births, for ſome yea-s 5ſt, 

have 


1 


- T 
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In the pariſh, there are 46 weavers looms, of which 


14 are muſlin-looms ; and, I believe, there will ſoon be 
more. There are 16 ſhoemakers ; 5 tailors, and their 
_ apprentices ; 3 wrights' ſhops; 3 coopers ; and 1 flax- 
dreſſer. We bave 9 maſons, and 2 maltmen. It 
is now more commen for the ſons of farmers to 
5 be bound apprentices to ſome of theſe trades than 
formerly. Many having learned the trades here, have 

gone to towns, and have ſucceeded well. Some few have 
gone abroad. We cannot be ſaid to have any manufac- 


tures. One man may deal, to the extent of about 20cl. 


a-year, in buying and manufacturing coarſe yarn into 
| what is called brown linens, in flaxſeed, and in giving 
out flax to be ſpun by the women of the pariſh. Some of 
the ſhoemakers work for the export trade carried on by 
the merchants of Kilmarnock.—In ordinary feaſons, 


more meal is made in the pariſh than the inhabitants 


conſume ; conſiderable quantities go E. to Paiſley, Glaſ- 
gow, and the places adjacent, as the people have friends 
or connexions. Many, or moſt of the farmers, fatten 
their own winter meat. A few fat cattle are killed for 
their uſe before harveſt, and a few more are killed after 
it. But there is no market for butcher- meat. We get 


that from Kilmarnock. The meal is always 1 penny, and 
ſometimes more, the peck, cheaper here Wan! in the Glai- 


5 gow and Paalley markets. 


Language, 


have exceeded, I am perſuaded, the deaths : and perhaps there never were 
in the-pariſh more children and young perſons, than at preſent. There 
are many who live to an advanced age. One of Lord Glaſgow's tenants, 


near 90, comes to church almoſt every Sabbath, through a bad road; and 
in the year 1784, Matthew Mowat, the bellman, died, aged above 90. 


He had the charge of the pariſh bell for above 90 years: His father and 
ke had held the office from the time that the pariſh was erected, till then, 


of Fenwick. ET. 


ee language is chat Shick is common 
in the Low Country of Scotland. The names of places 
are ſometimes taken from their local ſituation. Many 
are plainly Gaelic, and many more, perhaps, from the 
ſame, whoſe amet, from corruptions in nen : 
and - is ä and loſt *: 


ee e ad are focked with plenty of 
moor-fowls, and are much frequented at the ſeaſon. 
The curlew and lap-wing are alſo in 1 abundance. The 

| H2 - a 0 


- 


* There i is a houſe, the 8 fage for travellers pw Glaſgow 
and Kilmarnock, called the King“ $ well. Tradition ſays, that it got this 


name on the following occaſion. One of the James's came W. to ſettle _ 


ſome diſputes at a place called Pothelly-hall, where are the veſtiges, and 
no more, of an old tower. At the ſpot where the houſe now ſtands, his 
horſe drank out of a well, afterward called the King's Well, and alſo went 
into a quagmire, which {till is known by the name of the King's Stable. 
On that occaſion, he is ſaid to have cauſed to be hanged 18 of them who 
were in fault, upon an hawthorn tree, which is ſtill pointed out, and, in- 
deed, has the appearance of being very old. It ſtands ſingle in a field of 
one of the farms above Pothelly-hall. Pethelly-hall, at that time, was 
| inhabited by a family of the name of Cochrane, a branch of the family of 
Dundonald. They had confined the priſoners in a vault, till his majeſty 
came. Being very hungry, as even kings will be, in a country thinly inha- 
bited, and ill ſupplied with proviſions, it is ſaid, that he went into an 
houſe, not far from Pothelly-hall, and fat down. The gude-wife gave him 
bread and milk, the beſt fare which ſhe probably had. After he had made 
lis breakfaſt, ſhe told him, that her huſband was one of his priſoners, and 
that it would be hard to hang a man, after having eat his breakfaſt 
ſitting in his arm chair. When he came to the place, he called firit 
for that man, and deſired him to go home, and be a better bairn, before 
he proceeded to judge the reſt. Another tradition ſays, that the King's 
Well got its name from the things having happened there when his Majeſty 
was on his way to attend the marriage of one of his own relations at Sorn 
Caſtle, ſome miles farther S. ; and that he ſhould have ſaid, from the dit- 
ficulties which he met with in palling through ſuch bad roads, that it 


he were to play a trick on the devil, he would ſend him tt ta a bridal at 
5 Sorn,” 
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only birds of . are the cuckoo and the ſwallow, 

| Hares are alſo in great numbers, were they not de- 
ſtroyed by poachers of different deſcriptions. * even 
nee, _ be . Ws 


:-- MM TINY &c. 0 the N. ſide of the barony of Po- 
thelly, there is a free- ſtone quarry not much wrought, 
and a thin ſeam of coal, both at the banks of the waters 
which ſeparate this pariſh from that of Stewarton. In 
the barony of Thowallan, there are 2 lime-ſtone quar- 
ries, both much uſed. Colonel Crawford has alſo free- 


| None and lime ſtone in his lands, and the appearance of 


| eval. But all the attempts to get a workable mine have 
| hitherto, from whatever cauſe it may have ariſen, prov- 
ed unſucceſsful. The hme ſtones in the quarry at Gin- 
forth, in the barony of Rowallan, are replete with ſea- 
| ſhells, and other remains of the ancient inhabitants of 
the ocean. But they are ſo firmly united with the 


| tone, that they cannot be ſeparated from it without be- 


ing greatly mutilated. —Near to the King's Well, in the 


fam. -barony, is to be found what 18 called the Scotch. 


; gale, a ſpecies of the myrtle. 


Eccleſiaſtical An; &c.—None of the greater heritors 
reſide in the pariſh ; all the inhabitants are farmers or 
tradeſmen, and all * the lame footing as to rank and. 
educacion. 


The firſt ail of this pariſh was Mr. William 


Guthrie, juſtly famous in his time. He was ordained 


in 1644, ejected in 1662, and died in the north in 1665. 


He was great grandfather to the late Lord Preſident of 
the Court of Seſſion, Sir Thomas Miller, to 2 reſpectable 
clergymen now in Ayrſhire, and to the venerable and. 

learned. 
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learned Mr. John Warner of Kilbarchan in > Renfrew. : 


thire. | 2 
Lord Glaſgow 3 is patron of the 2221 The checks ü 
was built in 1643, and is ſtill in the ſame condition as at 


firſt, by far too large for the pariſh ; and, from its not 
being plaſtered, cold and uncomfortable in winter, the 
ſnow often lying in it ſome inches deep. The manſe 


was built in 1783; an excellent houſe, as all the new 
manſes in Ayrſhire are, though the fituation, in the 
middle of the Kirk-town, is not ſo convenient. The 
ſtipend is 84 bolls and 4 pecks of meal, and 281. ſome 
odd ſhillings Sterling, in money. The glebe is about 
6 acres, beſides a large garden, and the ground up- 
on which the greateſt part of the Kirk-town ftands, 
the inhabitants of which have been in uſe to get a new 
leaſe from each miniſter during his ene They ; 
pay about 4d. the fall“. rs TW 


8 of the . &c. -In every place, 
a diverſity of characters is to be met with; and we 
are not without our ſhare of the unruly and regardleſs. 
But the people, in general, are ſober and induſtrious. 
Some few have enliſted into the army. In their cir- 
wenn the people are, upon the w eaſy, and 

have 


Prices, Wages, &c.— The only fowls reared, are hens, and a few ducks. 
The price of a hen is from 1s. to Is. 4d. or 1s, 6d. ; ducks ſell tor 18. 8d., 
or 28. the pair. A labourer's wages are about rod. or 15. a day, and his 
meat; a maſon's 1s. 8d. ; a tailor's Sd. or gd. ; men-fervants are from 31, 
10s. to 4l., the half year; and a maid-ſervant's from 308. to 355., or 40s., 

with ſome perquiſites: They have been raiſed almoſt one-third within 
theſe 10 years. The farmers work their lands either by their own fami- 
lies, or hired ſervants. Work done by cottagers is not known. The 
tenants in Crawfordland eſtate lead ſome ccals; in the other lands, there 
is no ſervice-work whatever 
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| have reaſon to be contented. There is not a beggar 2 
the pariſh. Only four are at preſent on the poor's liſt; 


though ſome few more get help occaſionally. 
ſupported by collections at the church-doors, and from 


They are 


the remains of a conſiderable ſtock, which, indeed, is 
now very inconſiderable, from the bankruptcy of a 
-trading company, to whom the greateſt part of it had 
been lent in the time of the laſt incumbent. 
ceders, fo far as [ , never give any thing. 


Roads, &e.—We are well attend with good 


roads. The great road from Glaſgow to Ayr, by Kil- 
marnock, runs through the pariſh for more than 7 miles. 
We have good roads alſo to Loudoun, Gulſtin, to Ir- 
vine by Kilmaurs; and the road to Stewarton is made 


as far as this pariſh goes. But as it is not yet finiſh- 


eld, it is not of the advantage it would otherwiſe be as 
a thorough-fare. Both roads and bridges are now made, 
and kept in repair from the ſtatute-work, commuted at, 
I believe, 3d. Sterling upon 11. Scots valuation. 


Rental. The yearly rent of the pariſh, includin g the 


value of the lands in the poſſeſſion of the proprietors, 
may be about ou Sterling. The valued rent is 
above 50001. Scots“ 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —A conſiderable” part of 


| the lower end of the parith i is encloſed with hedges and 


ditches, 


In this late ſoil, the year 173+ was very hurtful, The ſnow fell be- 
fore all the corns were cut down. The greateſt part were in the fields, and 
greatly deſtroyed by the froſts. Few, if any, preſerved ſeed for next year: 
The meal of courſe was bad, ſome very bad. The only relief which we, 

: | ant 
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ditches. But the hedges are not well taken care of, 
The cattle ate allowed to wander through them, by 


which means they are rendered partly, at leaſt, uſeleſs 
as fences. We are much more expenſive in drefs than 
10 years ago. There are 4 ale and whitky houſes in 
the pariſh, beſides the ſtage at King's Well. The quan- 
tities of whiſky made uſe of are amazing; thoſe houſes 
ought to be more attended to, their numbers leſſened, 
as the effects they produce are deſtructive both to the 
health, and the morals of the people. We have 2 toll- 
bars, beſides x fide-bar; at 2 of them whiſky is a'fo 
ſold, not always for the good of the neighbours. In 
the year 1782, the heritors built a new ſchool-houſe, 

and houſe for the ſchoolmaſter. His ſalary is 6 bolls 

of meal, and 40 merks 2-year ; ; he has alſo 108. for 

being ſeſſion-clerk, and 2s. 6d. for every proclamation 


in order to marriage. The ſchool wages have never 


been raiſed, as in all the pariſhes in the neighbourhood ; _ 
only 18. 2d. the quarter for reading — The 
number of ſcholars may be about 40. . 
Far up in the moor grounds of the barony of Raw. 
alan, there is a farm called Serdgoin. It is entirely a 
ſheep farm. It has been poſſeſſed for many ſucceſſive 
generations by a family of the name of Howie. The 
tradition of the family is, that the firſt who ſettled there 


was a refugee from the perſecution of the Waldenſes. 
There 3 15 no doubt, but they ne reſided ther e for ſome 


hundred 


and many of qur neighbours had, was in the white peale, which, from the 
price that took place at that time, were diſpoſed of, and confiderable 
quantities of them came W. It ought not to be omitted here, that Lord 
Glaſgow gave a donation, at that needful ſeaſon, to all the pariſhes where 
his different eſtates are. To this pariſh, he ſent 20 guineas, to be given to 
tuch Poor as were not upon the ordinary funds. 
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Pundred years. The place is exceedin gly remote. And 

it is not likely that any, at that time, would have taken 

5 up their reſidence there, had they not conſidered it as a 
place where they were not in danger of being moleſted, 
The maſter of the family has been a John Howie for 


many generations, till within theſe ſew months, that 


boch father and ſon—both Fobns, died *. 


_ Improvements may be {aid to be r is their infan- 


cy; here the tenant goes on in the ſame old way that 
| his father did before him, They are beginning, how- 


ever, to be at more pains with their farms in many re- 
ſpects, and it is to be hoped, that the ſucceſs of ſome 
may ſtir up others. There are hundreds of acres which 


will not be touched till the country is every where in a 
higher ſtate of cultivation than it is at preſent. But 
there are few farms where, with a little expenſe, much 


might not be added, if not to the corn fields, at leaſt to 


the meadow and graſs grounds. But the farmer uſes 


the meadow which his predeceſſors have made ready for 


him, and never thinks of adding any to it, how eaſily | 


Joever it may be done. Some years ago, they began to 


work ſome of the bent ground, as it is called, which 


never had been ploughed before. The corns, where it 
SOT Te had 


* The family were much diſtreſſed during the troubles in the reigns of 
Charles and James, in the laſt century, They preferve here the colours 


that belonged to this pariſh, when the covenanters took arms, and which 


they had with them at the battle of Bothwell Bridge, with the ſword of 
a Captain Paton of this pariſh, and ſome other things, which are conſidered 
as Precious relicks of them who were engaped in that good work. There 
are 3 or 4 of what are called martyr-ſtones, erected to the memory of 
thoſe who were ſhot to death in this place. And there is a cove called 
Duntonlove, in which, it is ſaid, that they hid themſelves at times from 
the enemy. It does not appear to me ever to have been of much uſe ta! 


that purpoſe, though, indeed, from the lapſe of a MY its appearanc? 


ary be much changed. 
3 


had been limed, were luxuriant, but more ſtraw than 
corn. Some ſowed it the laſt year that it was in tillage. 
with graſs ſeeds, and the crop was good. But they 
erred in allowing the cattle to paſture on it too ſoon. 
The roots of the grails were broken, the beſt of the ſoil 
trodden down, and almoſt the whole reduced to the ſame 
ſtate in which it was before. There is one, however, 
who is to be excepted, as not having followed the ge- 

neral practice. And if he who makes three blades of 
graſs grow where only one was produced before, de- 
ſerves well of his country, his name ought to be men- 
tioned, as his example may be followed by thoſe whoſe 
grounds are like his.—Robert Brown bought a ſmall 

farm in this pariſh, about 12 or 14 years ago. I had 


part in tillage. But there were 6 or 7 acres to which 
nothing had been done, and to which he wiſhed to do 
ſomething. His great object was fodder for his cattle 


ſpade, and to form it into ridges ; he afterward limed 


| it, and ſowed it with oats. He had more corn than he 
expected, and the ſtraw was plentiful, This encouraged 


him to go on; he dreſſed the firſt over again, and all 2 
that remained in the ſame way, ſowed it with oats and 


graſs ſeeds. The crop was as good as could have been 


expected; and, for the 2 laſt years, the hay that was 
produced would have ſold for 20l. Sterling. Before he 
did any thing to it, to uſe his own words, an acre would 


not have grazed a ſheep. He thinks that it will never 
be fit for the plough, In this, he may be miſtaken. But 
he never allows any of his cattle to paſture upon it, be- 


ing ſenſible, that even for graſs it would greatly hurt it, 
both by breaking the roots, and the /ward, as it is call- 
Vol. XIV. 5 . ed, 


been managed in the ordinary way, part in graſs, and 


in winter. He hired men to dig part of it with the 


' 

4 

E 
1 

E 

* 

tl oh 

9 11 

. 

"4s 

Nil 

. 
KN. 

10 

U 

F . 

# 


even though the rent were to riſe at certain intervals, or 
to engage to give the tenant a certain ſum for every acre 

of ground which he bad improved, if it was done in a ſu. 
ficient manner, whether for meadow, or corn grounds. In 
a ſew years, the lands might be made much more valu- 


| tain mode of labour, and never ſaw better, are apt ty 
think, that it is impoſſible to make things better. 
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| ed, before it is well faſtened together. Some have ſol, 
| lowed his example in part, but only in part, and there. 

fore their attempts have not been attended with the 
fame ſucceſs. 


They have lately marred the lands, i in the way in 1 which 


they cut the peats, by a large hole, 20 or 30 feet ſquare, 
and ſo many feet deep, being made in a "lain field, becauſe 
it ſuited their preſent convenience, without ever attend. 
ing to the conſequences. This is far, however, from be. 
ing the caſe with all. They work, or they oblige others 


to work, the peat bink, with order and regularity. 
Perhaps it would be of advantage, to give longer leaſes, 


able : But thoſe who have been long accuſtomed to à cer- 


NUMBER 
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UNITED PARISHES or DAVIOT AND 
5 5 DUNLICHTY. TIE 


(SrxoD of Murray, PRESBYTERY OF INVERNESS.) 


Ey the Rev. Mr. ALExaxDER Goon. 


Nan, SO, Surface, — wa 


Tjucary the 3 and eben the older of 
theſe pariſhes, 1s ſo called, from a high mountain, 
or rather hill, at the foot of which the church ſtands : 
Dun le Chatti, that is, the hill which is in the middle, 
and biſects the territory of the Catti. The deſcendants 
of this ancient, numerous, and warlike people, under the 
various appellations of Mackintoſh, the Chief, Macgilli- 
| vrays, Macpherſons, Shaws, Macbeans, Smiths and Gows, 
are, at leaſt, 9 in 10, even at this time, of the proprie- 
tors and poſſeſſors of lands, for a great track on either 
ide of this hill, On its ſummit are unequivocal marks 
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ot i its having been uſed. the a place of rendezvous, of 
making fignals, according to the manners that prevailed 


among our anceſtors in remote ages. There is a very 


_ extenſive view from it, in all directions; and, for theſe 
_ purpoſes, was the moſt eligible of any to the Clanchatti, 
Daviot is ſaid to be a name given to this pariſh, in me. 
mory of David Earl of Crawfurd, who built the fort, or 


ſtronghold, to be hereafter deſcribed. But by the man. 
ner in which it is pronounced in Gaelic, this etymology 


ſeems forced and unnatural ; 68 en has not pre. 


ſerved any other * 


Theſe pariſhes lie nearly due E. and W. on both fide: 
the river Nairn, extending in length 17 computed, or 


about 23 meaſured miles; their greateſt breadth of 
ground, leſs or more, in cultivation, not exceeding 4 


miles; their leaſt ſcarcely 12. The external appearance 
not very inviting, and muſt * rather wild and roman- 
tick to a ftranger; not only are the hills either nakel 
rocks, or covered with heath, without ſo much as a ſhrub} 

| almoſt to be ſeen among them; but even in the lou] 
grounds, there are large tracks of peat-moſs, or barren 
moor, incapable of cultivation; but which ſeem, in mol: | 


places, well adapted for planting foreſt-trees, ſuch as fir, 


larix, &c. This uſe of ſuch grounds, has been attempt- 
ed by Mr, Macgillivray of Dunmaglaſs, Mr. Mackintoſh 
of Aberarder, and Mr. Mackintoſh of Far, on their pro- 

perties 


** Theſe pariſhes were diſtinct charges, until about the year 1618, when 


they were united; and there is ſtill a parochial church and glebe in each 
Neither of theſe glebes are of the legal extent ; and upon that of Dunlich- | 
ty, an encroachment has been made about 60 years ago; which encroach- 


ment being a corn-mill and water-lead, it is alleged, cannot be removed. 


The diſtance between the churches, is computed to be 4 miles, but wi: 
meaſure near 7; and public worſhip 1s 2 performed in them e. 


very Lord's day. 
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perties, with flattering ſucceſs 6: and were the other pro- 


prietors to imitate the example, the proſpect would be 
mended, and their eſtates acquire a great additional value. VE 
About the church of Daviot, and for 2 miles above it, on 


both ſides of the river, are a great many fand-hills, which 


appear evidently to have been formed, at ſome very remote 
period, by the current of contrary tides, by the flux and 

reflux of the ſea, though they are, at leaſt, 300 feet per- 

pendicular height above its preſent level, or flood-mark, 

at Nairn or Inverneſs. Near the church of Dunlichty, 
and weſtward for ſome miles, the mountains and hills 
confiſt chiefly of ſolid rocks, exhibiting clear proofs, that 
earthquakes were formerly more frequent and terrible 
in this iſland, than either hiſtory or tradition hath con- 
veyed to us, there being almoſt every where, at the foot 
of theſe mountains, innumerable fragments of enormous 
ſize, that have been, by theſe dreadful commotions, ſe- 


vered from their parent rocks. Among the mountains 


are ſeveral lochs, the principal of which are, Loch Ruth- 
ven, Loch Dundelchack and Loch Clachan ; all of them, 
the firſt eſpecially, abound with trout, of a moſt delici- 
ous taſte and flavour, of the colour of ſalmon when dreſſed, 
and much admired. They are from 8 oz. to 3 Ib. in weight, 

and bite ſo keenly with a weſtern breeze, that a ſkilful 
angler may catch 4 or 5 dozen in the ſpace of two hours. 


There is always 1, and ſometimes 2 boats kept here, for 


the purpoſe of fiſhing ; and gentlemen, at the diſtance of 
ſeveral miles reſort to it in the ſummer months for di- 
verſion. The lake is three miles long, but fcarcely one 
over, where broadeſt : the other lakes do not furniſh ſport 
in ſuch plenty ; they have, however, a greater variety of 
fiſh, among which are pike and char, which are not in the 
former. Loch Dundelchack is twice as large as the a- 

bove 
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5 bove, ar very Was.” "It is e e that it never 
freezes in winter, but very readily in ſpring, by one 
nights froſt, when the weather is calm. Loch Clachan is 
. a baſon formed by the ſtream which iſſues from the laſt 
mentioned, at a ſhort diſtance, and not much above a mile 
in circumference. Lime rock has been diſcovered a 
little below the Mains of Daviot i in the bed, and by the 
des of the river. A vaſt many metallic cubes of one- 
eighth to one-fourth of an inch or more, are found, and 
appear in this rock; they are of the colour of lead, and 
contain a great proportion of that metal. 


Stipend, Poor, Church, Manſe, &c.—The ſtipend, in 
1781, was 521. 6s. But in 1784, there was an augmenta- 
tion of 251. ; no part whereof is victual, and the pariſhi- 
oners are not bound to perform any ſervices to him.— The 
number of poor on the ſeſſion- roll, is from 40 to 46 per- 
ſons; among whom, communibus annis, there is the ſum 
of 51. diſtributed once every year, which ſum ariſes part- 


ly from the intereſt of 361. mortified money, partly from 


the collections made in the churches, and partly from de- 
linquents, penalties. Out of the penalties, certain fees are 
paid to the ſeſſion-clerk, and kirk officers, amounting to 
2., or thereby, annually ; but they have the dues of mar- 
riages and baptiſms ii in addition Y which are no inconſider- 
able perquiſites. | 
The church of Dunlichty was DOR in 17 59, and has 
had but one repair fince, of 251., about 4 years ago. The 
church and manſe of Daviot, in 1763 and 1764, but not 
ſo ſubſtantially, having had two repairs ſince, to the ex- 
tent of between 80l. and gol. each time, and now much 
in need of a third, at the diſtance only of ) years from the 
laſt repair given chem. It has happened t to theſe build- 


ings 7 


To 
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ings, what is often the fate of public works of this kind, 
when given to tradeſmen who exhibit the loweſt efti- 


mates, without inquiring ſufficiently into their character 
and ability. For ſuch underbidders, beſides i incapacity per- 
haps, muſt have temptations upon grounds leſs fair, to 


| make inſuflicient work, and mar the undertaking. This 


remark is but too plainly verified, in the rebuilding of 
the manſe and offices of Daviot, to the great loſs of the. 

heritors, and dail y inconvenience and projngues of the mi- 
niſter ever ſince. | 


| Antiquities, —At the Mains of Daviot, a ſeat of the 
anceſtors of the preſent Laird of Mackintoſh, there were, 
till lately, the ruins of a ſort or caſtle, built by the 
Earl of Crawſurd, in the beginning of the 1 5th century. 


| This was, in thoſe days, a place of great ſtrength, be- 


ing ſituated on the extremity of one of the ſand-hills al- 


ready mentioned, had a dry ditch and draw-bridge, 


which divided and fortified it from the level ground on 
the W., and a ftrong wall on the other fides, where the 


height and natural declivity of the hill added much to 
its ſecurity. It was a ſquare building, and encloſed an 


area of 360 ſquare yards; it had 4 circular towers, 1 in 
every corner, and containing each 3 ſtories, all vaulted ; 


| had ſecret paſſages in the middle of the wall, commu- 


nicating with large vaulted rooms s for the: main guard at 
the principal entry *, ; 
There | 


* This was a ftately edifice, and 5 2 very extenſive pro- 
ſpect. The walls and towers, except a ſmall breach at the main gate, 
were all entire about 44 years ago; and, had they ſuſfercd no injury be- 
ſides natural decay, might have remained, for centuries yet to come, 2 
ſpecimen, of the ſuperior {kill of our ancient operative maſons. In 1943, 
a wadſet was obtained of the lands of Daviot, where the caſtle ſtood ; 


and 


» 
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re Population, Rent, &c.—There are 10 heri. 
tors and proprietors belonging to. theſe pariſhes, only 2 
of whom now reſide, and but 4 who have their family 
ſeats in it. The improvements, therefore, either for 
ornament or utility, have made but flow progreſs here. 
| Yet Mr. Mackintoſh of Far has happily ſucceeded in 
both. By encloſing, draining and planting, he has made 
| his paternal eſtate both valuable and deli ghtful, and it 
would be eſteemed ſo in the -beft cultivated country, 
Colonel M<Gillivray projected improvements on the eſ. 
tate of Dunmaglaſs on a larger ſcale ; but his prema- 
ture death has occaſioned delay in ſome conſiderable parts 
of the execution. This reſpe&able family is now re- 

preſented by a minor, nephew to the Colonel. 
According to Dr. Webſter's report, the number 0 
| ſouls in 1755 was 2176. By a ſurvey of theſe united 
pariſhes, taken 2 years ago, they contain 400 families, 
Including tradeſmen and labourers who are married; and 
the whole number of perſons was then 16974, Of theſe, 
430 are of the Scotch Epiſcopal Communion ; all the 
reſt, except 2 Seceders, are of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
The Epiſcopalians have a meeting-houſe, where one of 
their clergy preaches once in 3 or 4 weeks, but not re- 
gularly, and adminiſters the ſacrament 4 times a-yeaT, 
after the manner preſcribed by the Engliſh ritual. They 
. attend our Public workhip when they have 
none 
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and it is much to be regretted, that, in a country | where ſtones are ſo 
plentiful as to be an incumbrance, this noble and only monument of an- 
tiquity ſhould be partly deſtroyed for furniſhing materials to a modern 
farm-houſe and offices. Still, however, a magnificent ruin remained; 
but it muſt ſhake the feelings of every perſon of taſte to be told, that its 
total deſtruction was gradually accompliſhed, during a period of 40 
years, for no other purpoſe than procuring the old lime and rubbiſh +7 
the poſſeſſor's dunghills. 
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none themſelves, and are perſonally outs with the 


miniſter. In no country are different religious perſua- 
fions attended with more mutual forbearance and charity _ 
than in this. Diſputes about religion are ſcarcely ever 
known to exiſt here; and of our Epiſcopalians, it is but 
juſtice to ſay, that while they profeſs an opinion, that 
has been cenfured by fore as Waberal, un, are * y | 
moderate * Q 


Year. " Matriages. Baptiſms, 5 3 
ml" 14 32 Epiſ. children not included, 


1785 12 54 Ditto included. 
1786 15 EE 

1787 10 3; Ditto not known. 

"uy SV 33 Ditto . | Cifto. 


Valued rent of Daviot ind Dunlichty 21861. 738. 4d. 
Scots money. Real current rent, by the beſt informa- 


tion that could be obtutned, I ork Sterlin 8. 


4400 &c.—The black faced ſheep have * in- 
troduced into the upper part of Dunlichty, but too late 
to aſcertain, with preciſion, the profit or diſadvantage 
that may accrue from them. They are chiefly in the 
poſſeſſion of 6 perſons, and have not ſuffered in the leaſt 
from the elimate of this country. Their whole number 
does not exceed 2000; medium value, 9s. each; beſt 


Vol. XIV. „ lambs 


* Owing to an incident, no regiſter of baptiſms and marriages has 
been kept here ſince the 1788. The numbers for that, and the 4 imme- 
diate preceding years, were as in the above ſketch; obſerving only, 
that always ſome of the people, in the more diſtant parts of the pariſh, 
are in uſe of getting their children baptized by the neighbouring and 
moſt contiguous miniſters, and ſeldom — a return of their names to 
vor ſeſſion-clerk, 
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luambs 5s.; ſhots 28. 6d. The common and croſs-breedy 
7 are more than double that number; worth, at a medium, 
$8.3 lambs from 18. 6d. to 3s. Black cattle have di. 
miniſhed greatly ſince the eager deſire of ſheep-farming 
has become ſo general in the neighbouring pariſhes, and 


of paſturing them in the glens, in ſummer, as uſual, 


Their number not above 1300; medium value, 21. each, 
There are few ſaddle or draught horſes ; but thoſe of 


quantity of victua! aynually agreed on, called /cud. The beſt male 


partly in this ; there being, from that cauſe, no way 


the ſmall kind, kept by the tenants for labour and breed- = 
ing, amount to more than 820 ; medium value, 21. 108. 115 
There are 14 corn mills, and 1 fulling mill. Five black. abf 
 ſmiths; a few wrights and coopers; a great many Wea- the 
vers of coarſe woollen ay; ; 8 number of TO and 3 
a few brogmakers Fas 
e &c.—The foil in theſe pariſhes x varies n 

| much, being in ſome places ſandy and light, in others, m 
ſpongy and wet, with a clay bottom. In ſome, it is of '© 
a black moſſy nature, and in many a compoſition of all Pr 


theſe. The produce, except when the early froſts affect Ml > 
it, is, at a medium to the ſeed, as 4 to 1. Black oats EVE 
and rye anſwer beſt, Barley and white oats but in few ll © 
places, and more frequently miſgive. The different d 


meaſures or quantities of land are here denominated Da- fre 
vochs, Ploughs and Auchten parts, and are in an arbitrary Wl 


and e 
„ e E 
* The tradeſmen are paid for the piece, or with & certain ſum or WI 


ſervants get 61. of wages, and their maintenance, a-year; the ſecond W 
ditto from 41. to 51. ; female ſervants from 288. to 408. a year; boys for lie 
tending cattle, from 168. to 20s. each half year; and all claſſes of hired fri 
ſervants expeR, and receive ſome ſmall perquiſite above what they agree 3. 
for. Day-labourers are from 4d. to 18. a-day, and their victuals, acc ord- bn 


ing to the ſeaſon of the year, and the as of work * are capable of 
executing. 


07 Daviat and bah. 


and | uncertain proportion. ths: of the tenants s occupy | 


more than one auchten part, the rent of which is from 


31. to 51. Sterling. Cuſtoms and ſervices, or money . 


| converſions i in lieu of them, are always exacted, and paid 5 


over and above the ſtipulated rent — country a- 
bounds with mealers, or people who have houſes but no 
farm. They have generally a few ſheep, that are kept 
with their maſter's flock; and ſome are allowed graſs 
for a cow or a horſe. Every tenant has 1, and ſome 2 
or 3, of theſe houſcholders, many of whom are the pa- 
rents, or wives and children, of a ſet of people who 
abſtract themſelves from us during the greateſt part of 
the year, and ſeek employment in other parts. | 

The ſtate of agriculture here is but very indifferent; ; 
for beſides the great number of ſmall holdings, ſhort 


leaſes, and a predilection among the people for ancient 


modes of farming, however awkward and unproductive, 
ſeveral other cauſes concur to prevent any great im- 
provements, at leaſt for ſome time. The foil, indeed, 
is, in many places, ſo good, as to yield tolerable crops, 
even under the. preſent untoward management. But, 
1. The climate is fo variable, and unpropitious, as fre- 
quently to blaſt the hopes and labour of the farmer by 


| froſt and mildews, in the courſe of one night or morn- 


ing, in the months of Auguſt and September. The le- 
vel and beſt fields are moſt liable to this diſaſter. 2. The 
people in general labour with horſes inſtead of ozen, 
whereby they deprive themſelves of a better manure, 
which, if they had in abundance, would give them ear- 
lier crops, and a chance of eſcaping thoſe deſtructive 
froſts, which affect them leſs or more every year. 
3. The landlords oblige their tenants to perform ſervices 


in ſpring and harveſt, to the negle& of their farms at 


K 2 ttheſe 
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theſe critical ſeaſons ; a practice which, though not pe. 
culiar to this country, is evidently detrimental to both. 
Some of the gentlemen here have therefore dropped 
theſe ſervices, and accepted a reaſonable converfion in 
lieu of them. 4. Our young men, how ſoon they are 


fit for labour, go to the ſouth country, or elſewhere, | 


for employment ; where they remain ſome part of the 
fpring, together with all the ſummer and harveſt. This 
practice operates much againſt improvements in agri- 
culture, is inimical to the general proſperity of the 


people, and productive of theſe two evils to the farmers | 


and tenants in particular, viz. extravagant wages to the 
few labourers, who, from choice or neceſſity, may hap- 


pen to remain at home; and the introduction of fine 


clothes, and other luxuries, among the lower claſs. By 
the former, there is no. proportion between the price of 
labour and the produce -of it. By the latter, the ſer- 
_ vants themſelves conſume their wages in expenſive dreſs 
and other ſuperfluities, while thofe partial emigrants, 
or, as they are called, the © South Country lads,” live 
with their parents or relations during the winter upon 
the common ſtock of the family. We have 60 perſons 
of this deſcription, and upwards. 5. The laſt cauſe 
unfavourable to agriculture, is not ſo general, but, as 
far as it extends, of equally bad or worſe effect than 
ſome of thoſe which have been mentioned. The whole 
_ pariſh of Daviot, and ſame parts of Dunlichty, lie with- 
in the diſtance of between 4 and 6 miles to the royal 
burgh of Inverneſs, a large and populous town, to 
which all the tenants, in the above ſpace, ſend their 
horſes with peats' or turf regularly twice a-week, the 
ſpring and harveſt not excepted. The whole ſummer is 
ſpent in cutting, drying and leading the peats, without 

„„ ce ever 
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ver attempting any meaſure that might be in their 
power for meliorating their farms. The moſſes, at ſame 
time, are ſo rapidly cut and deſtroyed, that great dif- 
treſs for want of fuel muſt ſoon enſue ; and many of 
the people feel this diſtreſs already. It ought to be ob- 
ſerved, however, that, under all theſe unfavourable cir- 
cumſtances, theſe pariſhes, in good years, produce crops 
ſufficient for the inhabitants, and perhaps never felt a 
dearth but in times of general ſcarcity. It is obvious, 
therefore, that they a are ON of i py ar 


Mi, eee W 7 —Epidemicat or e 
diſeaſes ſeldom appear in this country. The people, 
though not robuſt, are very healthy; and many of both 
ſexes attain to the age of 80 years and upwards. There ” 
are, in theſe pariſhes, 20 perſons now living at and 
about that age. As to the general character of our peo- 
ple, they cannot be commended for induſtry. The 
ſmall returns for manual labour, may perhaps be the 
reaſon, ſince none, by the greateſt exertions of this kind, 
can make rich. They are however frugal, and have a 
ſenſe of honour and ſhame, in a high degree for their 
ſtation; and remarkable for that acuteneſs of judgment 
which has been peculiarly attributed to Highlanders. 
In their morals, they are not ſufficiently ſtrict in ab- 
ſtaining from the ſmaller breaches of duty; but felony, 
or any great crime, has not been committed among them 
for many generations. In their profeſſion of religion, 

they are devout and regular, a little inclined to lay too 
much ſtreſs upon certain local forms and cuſtoms not 
legally impoſed, but which, it does not _ has any 
bad effect on their morals. | 
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- By the Rev, Mr. J AMES MACNAIR. 


1 the year 1470, and reign of James II., it is ſaid, 
: that Lord Livingſtone obtained a charter, under the 
great ſeal, of the lands of Slamannan. His Lordſhip's 
ſucceſſors, the Earls of Linlithgow, and laſt of Callander, 
feued out theſe lands to different perſons, the ſuperiority 
of which continued in that noble family till the year 
I715, when they were forfeited, together with the patro- 
nage of the church, and became the property of the 
crown. But whether the foreſaid charter contained a 
grant of all the lands, or only a part, may be uncertain, 
as the papers of many of the proprietors bear, that their 
lands were feued from Lord Torphichen. And as theſe 
lands are all ſucken to one mill, and the reſt of the lands 
4 . to 
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to another mill, though they are interſperſed together, 
it is probable, that Lord Torphichen once had a right ta 5 
one half of the lands of Slamannan, and the Earl of vow 
1 to the e won 


Name, Though this pariſh bears both the names of 
Slamannan and St. Laurence, yet the firſt of theſe is now 
univerſally uſed. I find the laſt only uſed in the old re- 
cords of ſeſſion, and in the preſentation iſſued forth by 
his majeſty, who is patron of the church, where the 
ords are, © the church and pariſh of Slamannan, other= 
« wiſe St. Laurence ;” from which I am apt to think, 
that St. Laurence was not the name of the pariſh, but 
only of the church. It was originally a prebend ; and as 
a great many old places of worſhip were called by the 
names of particular ſaints, this might be called by the 
name of this ſaint. There is an excellent ſpring of wa- 
ter a little to the ſouth-eaſt of the church, which ſtill 
goes by the name of Laurence Well; but what the ori- 
gin of the word Slamannan is, like moſt other proper 
names, is very uncertain, and merely conjectural. Some 


r. 


295 


ne fu, it derives its origin from the following circumſtance. _ 
oy When the Earl of Callander and Linlithgow, to whom it 
11 belonged, firſt ſent up his ſervant to plough part of it, 
1 (it being formerly a barren moor), he aſked his ſervant, 
3 how it would work; to which he anſwered, it would 
- ay man and mare. Others again ſuppoſe, that from its 
boy vicinity to the Caledonian Wood, it had often been the 
15 ſcene of battle, where many had been lain, And to 
in, ſtrengthen this opinion, there is, upon the ſouth-ſide of 
BY the church, at a little diſtance, a ſmall hill, which is call- 
fs ed Caſtle Hill, where, they ſay, anciently ſtood a caſtle. 


There are no remains of it now, only the farm-houſe up- 
f Salon” ena * 


* Slmatzbical Account 


on the weſt ſide of it, goes by the ſame name. At 
little to the eaſtward of this hill, there is another riſing 
ground, where there is the veftige of a trench, and which 
goes by the name of Killhills, becauſe of the number, lf 
is ſuppoſed, that were killed there. Beſides, there were 
anciently here, 2 cones of earth, about 50 yards diſtat 
from one another, which are ſuppoſed to have been raiſe 
5 es monuments of peace, like the 2 at Dunipace ; the on 
of them ſtill ſtands, and is evidently artificial; the other 
Was levelled, and the church of St. Laurence built ups 
it. Theſe circumſtances, and the names of theſe places 
CS with others at no great diſtance, ſuch as Bal 
caſtle, Balquhatſtom, &c., give ſome foundation for the 
_ ſuppoſition, that there muſt have been many {lain here; 
and hence, probably the name Slamannan. Others ſay, tha 
the name is Gaelic, and ſignifies the Blind Man's Valley 
there being a valley upon the north fide of the churd 
from E. to. W., where the river Avon runs. But as i 
all the old writings, the word is univerſally ſpelt Slaman- 
na, without the laſt u, there appears a great fimilarity in 
the two laſt ſyllables to the word Dalmeny ; and I think 
it very probable, they may be of the ſame original. Noy, 
Dr. Robertſon, in his account of the pariſh of Dalmeny; 
ſays, that the word Dalmeny fignifies black heath; from 
which I am apt to think, that Slamanna muſt fignify 
ſome kind of heath, perhaps brown or grey, or long 
Heath, for the pariſh hath all originally been coveret 
with heath. 


Situation and Extent. This pariſh lies in the ſhire off 
Stirling, and is the moſt ſoutherly pariſh in it. Nigh the | 
N. W. end of the pariſh, there is a point where the three 
{hires of Stirling, Dunbarton and Lanark meet; and at 
8 1 the 


ty Slanaman, or 5. Hawa, T 


the 8. W. =; the e of Sante EY! 1 meet 8 
ith the ſhire of Linlithgow. It conſiſts of the old pa- 

iſh of Slamannan, and a part annexed from the pariſh 
pf Falkirk. The original pariſh of Slamannan is from 
4 to 5 miles in length, and from 2 to 3 in breadth, and 
ies upon the ſouth ſide of the water of Avon, which 
nciently - ſeparated it from the extenſive pariſh of Fal- 
irk, which lay upon the north of the Avon; but about 
he year 1730, there was a diviſion made of the pariſh of 
alkirk, when the whole pariſh of Polmont was taken off 
t, and alfo a part of it annexed to the pariſh of Slaman- 

nan. The partannexed to this pariſh lies immediately upon 
he north fide of the river, and 1s nearly of the ſame 

Length with the old pariſh, and about one mile broad ; ſo 
hat the preſent pariſh of Slamannan, including the annex- 
tion, will be from 4 to 5 Jails in an and from 3 to 

in breadth. 
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man. — 5 | 8270 8 
ty in River. and Lochs,—The river Avon, which runs 
hink{Mhrough this pariſh, from W. to E., takes its rife from a 


Now, 
len), 


och in the pariſh of — called Fanny Side 
och. It immediately receives a conſiderable addition 
rom a ſmall rivulet which takes its riſe from a moſs in 
he Eaſt Monkland pariſh, about 2 miles diſtant, and 
vhich ſome think is more properly the head of the Avon. 
ertain it is, there is a farm-houſe very near that moſs, 
here this rivulet comes from, which 1s called Avon- 
ead. There are alfo 3 lochs in this pariſh ; one in the 
re of forth fide of the annexation, called the Ellridge Loch, 
1 the hich ſupplies a corn mill with water, and falls into the 
three vater of Avon; the other two are upon the S. W. fide 
ad at f the old pariſh, called the little and the great Black: 
the Lochs; the one of which, namely the little Black Loch, 
runs E., and the other, the great Black Loch, which is 
Va. XIV. 1 about 
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about half a mile W. from the other, and lies upon the 
boundaries of this and the Eaſt Monkland pariſh, rum 
W. It hath lately been made a reſervoir to the grer 
canal between the Forth and Clyde, by the run of the 
water of Calder, by which it is carried into the Monklani 
canal, and from that, by a cut near Glaſgow, convey 
into the large canal. There are ſome trouts in the ws. 
ter of Avon, and alſo in the 2 Black Lochs, and ſome 
perches and eels ; F but none, [ believe, in e Elridg 
Loch. 5 | 


Valuation and Rent. The valuation of the old pariſh, 
in the ceſs-books, is 23491. 11s. 4d. Scots, and the annull 
rent in the year 1771, was eſtimated at 10401, 58. Ster- 
ling. The valuation of the annexation is 10661. 138. 1d, 
Scots, and the annual rent, in the year 1771, was efti 
mated at 5271. Sterling. There are, at preſent, in the 
pariſh, 28 reſiding and 25 non-refiding heritors ; and in 
the annexation, 6 reſiding and 13 non- reſiding; ſo that 
the whole number of heritors is 72. The moſt of the 
reſiding heritors farm their own lands, except a few, who 
have conſiderable property; in which caſe, they let part 
of it to tenants. And theſe lands have been in poſſeſſion 
of the ſame families for many generations, perhaps fince 
firſt feued out. 


1 £:Ph arable lands on each fide of the Avon, for 
about half a mile, are of a light free ſoil ; and, if proper- 
ly prepared, would produce very good crops, almoſt of 
any grain. Theſe are interſperſed with haughs and mea- 
dows, which are of a rich loamy ſoil. The hanghs pro: 
duce good crops of oats, and the meadows very good 
natural graſs, which is made into hay, and is excellent 
feeding for black cattle in winter. Some of theſe lands 
ard 
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Ire let at Il. the acre, but the moſt of them at half of 
hat. The ſoil lying farther off the water for about a mile, 
s of a ſtrong hard clay, and does not produce ſo good 
rops as the lands above deſcribed. The rent of theſe 
ds may be about 7s. 6d. the acre. The ſoil in the ex- 
remity of the pariſh is of a very black moſſy bottom, and 


rs make moſt by raiſing young cattle and by milk, the 
&raſs not being fit for fattening them. The 2 firſt Kinds 
ff ſoil deſcribed, may be, and ſome of 2 it is . but 


null he laſt not capable of much, 

ter- The farms here are generally en few of them be. 
1d ag equal to a ploughgate ; the moſt of them only the 
eſti alf, and ſome not ſo much, The higheſt rent of 2 
the ploughgate does not exceed zol. Sterling. They uni- 
1 inverſally make uſe of the old Scotch plough, and gene- 


rally have the one half of their ground tilled, and the 
other lying in natural graſs. They let it lie commonly 
for 3 years, and then plough it for other 3 years. It is 
generally milch cows they feed upon their ground, with 
a few young ones to ſupply the place of the old ones; 
but there are few or no ſheep, the ſoil being rather wet 
and moſſy, and therefore not ſo favourable for them. 
Their wives and daughters, together with a ſervant, | 
Wake care of the milk, of which they make a good 
deal of butter and cheeſe, and by which the tenants ge- 
nerally my the moſt of their rent. 


og Produce.—The ſoil produces pretty good flax, not very 
od fine in quality, but ſtrong and good of its kind, though they 
ent I ſeldom raiſe more of it than is for their own uſe. There 
ids is alſo ſome bear raiſed, but the principal produce is oats. 
arb Sometimes they ſow graſs ſeeds with their bear; but 
FE . little 


produces bad crops; as the lands lie interſperſed amongſt : 
moſſes, the crops ſeldom come to perfection. The farm: 
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little ot the 8 heing endoled, it is much deftroyel lors 
by the cattle in the winter, when they are allowed to abo 
go at large. The want of proper encloſures, with plan. 42 
tations, is a great hindrance to the improvement of th alw 

country. Alſo they lie at a good diſtance from lime old 


but not indeed at fo great a diſtance, as that the road leſs 
are very bad. They are about 6 or 7 miles from this © 
lime-works of Torphichen or Bathgate, and about the bei! 
ſame diſtance from thoſe of Cumbernauld. Another wh 
great obſtacle to the regular improvement of the parih Sin 
is, that a great number of the proprietors occupy their and 
_ own lands; and though they and their families live veijſ of 
_ comfortably and independently upon the produce, yet pre 


they cannot ſpare any money to lay out in improve. 
ments. However, there are ſome of them who are both 


avi 
planting and encloſing more of their ground, and making 32 
their roads a great deal better. They have, eſpecial no 
ol late, made a road through a moſs, called Moſs Candle, an 
more than a mile in length, between this and Falkirk, ch 
which makes the communication much more eaſy ; ; and bi 
the propoſed road between Edinburgh and Glaſgow, V ne 
Bathgate and Airdrie, it is expected, will be of coul. ſn 
derable ſervice to this part of the e country. b1 
fo 

| Ni &c.—According t to Dr. Webſter's Teport ci 


the population i in 1755 was 1209. The number of in. ſe 


habitants in this pariſh at preſent is 1010; of whom 3 
there are 466 males, and 544 females: and of theſe ih 
there are 263 under 10 years of age; 255 between 10 e. 


and 20; 31) between 20 and 50; 126 between 50 and n 
70; 37 between 70 and 89; and 2 above 80. There 2 
are 223 families, including fingle perſons who keep n 
houſes by themſelyrs | 312 married perſons ; ; 6 bache⸗ I 


lors, 
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lors, or uiarried men; and 20 ried: women 


above 40 years of age; there are alſo 17 widowers and 
42 widows. The inhabitants of the annexation were 
always conſidered to be nearly equal to one half ef the 
old pariſh ; at preſent, however, they are a great deal 

leſs, being only 272, and the old pariſh being 738. This 
is owing chiefly to ſome of the farms in the annexation 
being of late purchaſed by Mr. Forbes of Callander, 


which are lying in graſs, and the houſes uninhabited. — 


Since April 1788, there have been about 139 births, 
and 47 marriages. There has been no regular regiſter 
of the deaths Kept ; but, by comparing the roll of the 
preſent year with the one taken up in 1788, I find there 
are about 70 who have died ſince that time. Upon an 
average, therefore, the births each year may be about 
32; the marriages 10; and the burials 18. — There are 
no manufactures Larried on in this pariſh, nor is there 
any village in it; the few houſes which are near the 
church not deſerving that name. The moſt of the inha- 
bitants are farmers, except a few employed in the other 


neceſſary buſineſſes of life; ſuch as weavers, tailors, : 


ſmiths, &c. But theſe are only employed in theſe 
branches by the inhabitants of the pariſh ; and there- 
fore there are only ſuch a number of them as are ſuffi- 
cient for the pariſh. There are about 4 ſmiths, 10 ma- 
ſons and joiners, 12 weavers, 12 ſhoemakers, 3 tailors, 
3 millers, and x lint-miller, 3 flax-dreſſers, 3 public- 
houſes, and a few coal-hewers. Theſe laſt are employ- 
ed by the Carron Company, and are ſometimes more 
numerous than at other times, There were more than 
20 of them about 2 years ago, and at preſent there are 
not more than 5. There is 1 clergyman and x ſchool- 
maſter; but no ſurgeon nor writer. There are about 
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15 heads of families conneqted with the 8 making 
in all, with their families, about 78 perſons, but many 


| of their families attend con the pariſh church * 5 


"Poor, — The average number of poor upon the i 
roll is about 12. They are ſupplied by the collections 
made on Sunday, together with the intereſt of a ſmall 


fund of about 150l., without any aſſeſſment. They 


generally get from 2s. to 48. the month, and one 5s. 
Sometimes alſo families, when they are in diſtreſs, re- 
ceive occafional ſupplies as they need. But none of 


thoſe who receive from the ſeſſion are allowed to beg. 


Be moſt common diſeaſe I have chierved 


| fince I came to this pariſh, appears to be the conſump- 
tion, occaſioned not ſo much by the conſtitution of the 


inhabitants, as by the coldneſs and dampneſs of the 


| houſes. The bad ſtate of the houſes often brings on 


colds upon thoſe that are young and tender, which, if 
not ſpeedily removed, ends in a conſumption. It is not 


unfrequent alſo for old people, when confined much to 


their houſes, and unable to take that exerciſe which 1s 


proper for the circulation of the blood, to be troubled 
5 with 


* The wages of an ordinary ploughman are 81. in the year, and fome 
of them 1ol. They have riſen very conſiderably of late. A woman 
ſervant zl. in the year, and as much ground as ſows half a peck of lint- 


| ſeed in the ſummer half year. A labouring man uſed to be hired at 6d. 


a day, and his meat; but now they aſk 8d. As there is no market-town 
in the pariſh, the price of vivres is always regulated by Falkirk, which 
is the neareſt market-town, and about 5 miles diſtant.---There is plenty 
of fuel in the pariſh, both coal and peat ; but peat is moſt generally uſed, 
as every perſon hath commonly a right to ſome moſs. connected with the 
lands he poſſeſſes, or pays only 18. for as many as he can caſt in a day- 
The Carron Company, who work ſome pits in the pacil:, ſupply the 


country with all the coal they need, though moſt of the heritors have 


coal in their own lagds. 
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with great ſwellings in their legs; and not a few have 
died of the dropſy, which, it is probable, alſo originates 

from the fame cauſe. What ſtrengthens this opinion, 
is, that theſe complaints are more frequent among the 
lower claſs of the inhabitants, the few families who 


be are in a ſuperior ſtation, and have comfortable houſes, 

not being ſubje& to them. Otherwiſe the people are 

R generally pretty healthy ; and I have obſerved fewer 

T Wl fevers here than 1 in the nei 0 ene. pariſhes. 

: 

8 Church, Hinds: cc —The walls of the church were 

0 rebuilt about the year 1753; but the old ſeating was 
ſtill continued, which indeed is very old; many ſeats 

F being marked with the year 1632, and ſome of them 


even ſo far back as the year 1556. It ſtands, there- 
£ fore, in much need of being renewed. When the an- 


Ie nexation was joined to this pariſh, they were allowed 
0 to build an aile, for their own accommodation, upon the 
” N. fide of the church, at their own expenſe, and to up- 
if hold it for 20 years; and the heritors of Slamannan were 
5 bound to uphold the old church for the ſame number of 
years; after which they were all to bear any expenſe 
1 upon the church and church-yard walls, in proportion 
5 


by to their valuations. But as they were otherwiſe annex- 
ed only quoad ſacra, they pay no part of the miniſter's 
ne fiipend. The King is patron. The ſtipend is Fol. Ster- 
ling in money, 2 chalders of meal, and 1 chalder of bear, 
a manſe and glebe of about 15 acres. There is alſo 31. 
6s. 8d. for furniſhing communion elements, together 
with the intereſt of 500 merks, which is in the hands 
of the ſeſſion. The manſe was built more than 30 years 
ago, fince which time it hath not only been frequently 
' repaired, ut had a conſiderable addition made to it, 
NUM- 
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NUMBER v. 


' PARISH or KIRKMICHAEL AvD CULLICUDDEN, 


(Covyrres oF Caotaner AND Ross 5 'SrxoD oF Ross, 
| _ FURIOTRTAE. oF Cnaxonar * 


By the Rev. Mr. RoBERT ARTHUR, 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 


F HIS pariſh had formerly been divided into three, 
EKirkmichael, Cullicudden and St. Martin's, as 
appears not only from old charters and tradition, but 
from the burial grounds and remains of the old churches 
ſtill viſible in each of them. St. Martin's had been firſt 
annexed to Cullicudden, as both (under the name of 
Cullicudden) were afterward united to Kirkmichael, 
about the end of the laſt century. Keill-Mhichel and 
Keill- Mhartin, the Gaelic names of Kirkmichael and St. 
Martin's, fignify, the burying-places of Michael and 
Martin ; who were probably the two Popiſh ſaints to 

whom 


* A ſmall part only of this pariſh is in the county of Roſs. 


but 


rſt 
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hom the churches were dedicated. Couill. ehuitin (con- 
ated for Conil/-chutigin), the Gaelic name of Culli- 
udden, fignifies, the Nook, or Creek of Cuddies ; „ 
all delicate ſpecies of fiſh, well known on all the : 
oaſts of Scotland, which, during ſummer and beginning 
f harveſt, are caught in great numbers along the ſhore 
f Cullicudden, particularly in a ſmall creek 's little 
bove the old kirk. This pariſh lies on the S. ſide of 
he Frith of Cromarty, and in that part of the ſheriff 


Jom of Roſs and Cromarty diſtinguiſhed by the names 


f an oileiu-dubh (or black iſle), and aird-mbeadbonach, 
i. e. high in the middle, or high midland) ; both of 
which give a very juſt deſcription of its fituation and 
ppearance, as it is of a peninſular form, nearly ſur- 
ounded by the Friths of Cromarty and F ort-George, 
ing gently from the ſhores of both, to a conſiderable 
eight in the middle from E. to W.; and 4-fifths of it 
deing as yet uncultivated, and producing nothing but 
hort dwarfiſh heath, give a black and dreary appear- 
ance to the whole, notwithſtanding the finely ſituated 
and highly improved gentlemens ſeats with which it 
abounds, This pariſh 1s nearly 8 miles in length from 
E. to W., and 3 miles in breadth from N. to S.; bound- 
don the N. by the Frith of Cromarty, and on the S. 
by the ridge of the Mull-bui, or that extenſive track of 
ommon which ſtretches along the ſummit of the Black 


Ile, from the Mains of Cromarty almoſt-to the county- 


road that leads from the Ferry of Scuddal to the Ferry 


jo! Bewley ; being almoſt 16 miles in length from E. to 


W., and 2 in breadth from N. to S. As a great part 
of this very large, and almoſt uſeleſs common, requires 
nothing but the plough to bring it into culture, and 
as the whole of it is peculiarly adapted for growing 
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5 — Population, de. The property of lands i 
5 Avided among 7 heritors (the 3 firſt of whom reſide for 
the moſt part), viz. Mrs. Urquhart of Braclangwell, 
proprietrix of the eſtate of Newhall ; David Urquhart 
of Braclangwell, Eſq.; George Gun Munro of Poynter. 
field, Efq. ; Sir Roderick Mackenzie of Scatwell, Bart.; 
William MKenzie of Pitlundie, Eſq. ; John Urquhart 
of Kinbeachy, Efq; 3 ; and = — * of N 
Eſq. SN ng 


: Beſides thoſe of the ated and a reiing heritars, there 


are families of farmers, 5 85 - "1 

Ditto of mealers and tradeſmen, = - 119 
The population in i755, et to Dr. Webſter! 5 

. „„ lt 

e The number of ſouls i in 1580, was, e pe — 1345 

— 1789, 75 l 

n — 1133 

Of 


in any pariſh to the north of it. In 1783, meal and barley ſold from 16s. 
to 248. the boll, and many were in great want of bread, before the ſupply 
of grain voted by Parliament, arrived; fince that period, meal and peaſe 
have ſold from 12«- to x8s. the boll, and barley from 14s. to 198 Wheat 
is ſeldom ſown, except in ſmall h ** the reſiding heritory, for the 
uſe of their own families. 

As the wages of ſervants, day-labourers and tradeſmen, with the prices 
of proviſions, are much the ſame in this, as mentioned in the Statiſtical 
Accounts of adjacent pariſhes, OP publiſhed, the reader 1s referred 
to thoſe for information. | 

From the want of fuel, manufactures, lime and other means of improv- 

ing their ſituation, the inhabitants of this pariſh are ſo poor, that there are 
not above 3 farmers in it who uſe a bit of butcher meat, a fowl, or a bottle 
of beer in their family, from one end of the year to the other ; nor is there 
20 itone of butter and cheeſe made by them altogether in a ſeaſon, Pota- 
toes, flummery, bread and brochan, a little cabbage, with potatoes, once 
and generally twice a-day, for 9 months, is their invariable bill of fare. 
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Of the laſt number, 308 were males 3 665 females ; and 
201 at and below 8 Foes of * 


Millers ; Von Menne, e 27 
Ferrymen, 8 Fiſhermen, . 
— i. es , RT hs 
Houſe-carpenters, 28 Coopers, Os IN 
Cartwright, 2 Corn-mills 4 
Boat- builder, 1 Stills, of 40 gallons e each, 3 
Blackſmiths, = 4 Ferries, = * 
Wheel-wrights, - 2 Black cattle, 712 7 
| Shoemakers, a 9 Horſes, - 356 


Tailors, with their a= ae,, 22. 
Prentices, 1 Swine, about 30 


From the farmers keeping an overſtocking of cattle 
and horſes, whereby 3 are tt to ſend many of 
them 


As even the ſmall fum payable to the ſeſſion- clerk on . 
is an object to people ſtruggling with poverty, it has been hitherto found 
impracticable to keep an exact regiſter of baptiſms, marriages and burials. 
The variation that has taken place in the population of this pariſh, within 
the ſhort ſpace of 14 years, has ariſen ſrom the following cauſes. The de- 
creaſe from 1780 to 1789, was eccaſioned, in a great mcaſure, by the ar- 
rears of rent, and other debts unavoidably incurred by the tenants, through 
the failure of crop 1782, which obliged them, in 1783, to diſmiſs.every 
fervant they could poſſibly ſpare, and make their children endeavour to- 
ſupply their places, at a much earlier period than they were wont to do 
before; and ever ſince that memorable æra, many of the young and ſtout- 
eſt Iads, have annually gone to Glaſgow, and other places in the W. and 
8. of Scotland, where the price of labour is high, inſtead of marrying and 
ſettling in the pariſh, as was the cuſtom formerly. This annual drain of 
young men, has raiſed the wages of (ervants, and is ſeverely felt by the tes , 
nants. 5 

The increaſe of population from 1789 to 1792, was owing to the great. 
encouragement given by Mr. and Mrs. Urquhart of Braclangwell and 
Newhall to people who ſettled on, and improved moor-ground. | 
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them to cold Highland grazings in ſummer, white. they 
Have little natural, and no ſown graſs, to feed properly 
ſuch as are kept at home, their cattle and horſes are of 
a diminutive fize ; while an excellent breed and fize of 
both are reared on the extenſive and highly 1mproved 
farms poſſeſſed by the reſiding heritors. The ſheep alſo 
are very ſmall, except on the above mainſes, where the 
Galloway breed has been croſſed by the Cheviot, which 


5 promiſes to anſwer, even beyond expectation, in in- 
creaſing the fize of their body, and value of their wool, 


Sheep paſtured on the ſhore are generally healthieſt; 
owing, probably, to their drinking ſalt-water, eating 


ſea- weed, and the graſs which is flooded at ftream-tides. 


100 large ſheep, well littered, are ſaid to make a  quan* 
tity of manure ed ſulßcient for $ acres. | 


| 1 of Ack PR a aul the 3 of News 


hall, Braciangwell and Poynterfield have been ſurveyed, 
the incumbent cannot pretend to accuracy, as to the num- 


ber of acres of which the other 4 eſtates are ſuppoſed to 


conſiſt in the following ſtatement z nor can he even gueſs 


at the exent of common belonging to the pariſh, and 


| therefore it is not mentioned: 


Newhall. © Braclang- Pointers The other Total, 

| - Well. feld. 4E. 
Acres arable 1112 680 487 740 3019 
Do. paſture 550 340. 138 180 1208 
Do. wood 260 446 162 1 880 

Do. moor 1500 2706 356 500 6044 
Total, beſides tke common, PETS 


The valued rent is 2 3571. Scots ; and the real groſs rent, 


putting a moderate value upon the mainſes, victual rent, 
cuſtoms, &c. is nearly 1 5001, Sterling. es 
| Stipend, 


/ 


Kd a. 


r * 
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Stipend, Schools, Poor, &e.—Mrs. Urquhart of Brac- 


langwell and Newhall is patroneſs of this united pariſh. 


The kirk is neat and commodious. The manſe, lately 
repaired, is very ſmall, and very 1mproperly ſituated 
on ſwampy ground, below a brae. The ſtipend amounts 


to 291. 8s. 10d. Sterling in money, with 4 chalders of 
barley, and 4 chalders of oat meal. The glebe conſiſt- 


ed, at the incumbent's admiſſion, of 19 acres of poor 
mooriſh ſoil arable, and about 12 acres of barren ſtony 
moor; he has ſince added 6 acres to thearable ground. — 


As the bulk of the inhabitants reſide towards the extre- 
mities of the pariſh, the parochial ſchool is taught in 


the E. end, by a deſerving young man, who has only 


Bl. 6s. 8d. of ſtated ſalary; and a ſchool for ſpinning, 


knitting ſtockings, and reading Engliſh, is eſtabliſned by 
the Honourable Society, in the weſter end, with a ſalary 


: of 71. It is to be hoped, that the period will ſoon ar- 
rive, when the landed intereſt of Scotland will feel 


themſelves conſtrained, by the love of juſtice and their 
country, to grant ſomething like decent ſalaries to that 
moſt uſeful claſs of men, the parochial teachers of 
youth ; who, after a liberal and expenſive education, 
devote their time and talents to the duties of an office, 


which is not only moſt laborious and fatiguing in itſelf, 


but of the utmoſt impartance to the beſt intereſts of ſo- 
eiety.— There never was an eſtabliſhed fund for the poor 
of this pariſh: And though the number of thoſe who 


| received of the weekly collections amounted, till of late, 


to from 60 to 70, the annual collections have ſeldom 
exceeded 81., after paying the ſeſſion-clerk's and kirk- 


officers fees * 
M icy 


* Two years ago, the ſeſſion entered into a reſolution of giving no pert 
91 the colle@ions, except to ſuch as ſhould coli gn whatever they might be 
worth 
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M; Nee ee l ſearching: for lime. 
Kone, in 1786, ſeveral ſpecks of rich lead ore were 
found in a free-ſtone rock, to the S. of the mill of St. 
Martin's, by the late Mr. Gordon of Newhall, whoſe 
claſſical knowledge, philanthropy, and engaging man- 
ners endeared him to all who knew him : Appearances 
were ſo favourable, that workmen had proceeded a good 
way in cutting through the rock, under ground, in 2 
different directions, in hopes of meeting a vein of ore; 
when his ſudden and much lamented death, in January 
1778, put an end to the attempt. Some ſpar, lime. 
Kone, and ſtone-marl were found in digging through the 
above rock, in which'a number of ſpecks of ore were 
found embedded. Rich ſhell-marl was difcovered, a few 
Fears ago, in a ſmall loch near the manſion-houſe of 
Braclangwell, which the proprietor has uſed, as a ma- 

nure to his fields, with great ſucceſs.—Salmon, trout, 
kate, herrings, whitings, ſmall cod, flounders of various 

| kinds, cuttle-fiſh, needle-fiſh, cuddies, and a variety of 
ſmaller fry, are caught in the frith oppoſite to this pa- 
'riſh, by hooks and nets, and alſo by yares (belonging to 
Newhall and Poynterfield), in which cart-loads of her- 
rings and other kinds of fiſh are ſometimes found en- 
| cloſed, after the tide leaves them — About 10 tons of 
kelp are > made, every third L year, on the ſhores of News- 


hall, 


4 


worth at their death, (after paying funeral charges), to the poor of the 


' Pariſh, if they did not leave an indigent parent or child. In conſequence 


of this regulation, the number of poor receiving aid from the ſeſſion, is 


now reduced to 35. Beſides the weekly collections, the greateſt part of 


which is given by the reſiding heritors, the incumbent has been at pains, 
for ſeveral years paſt, to make up a ſmall permanent accumulating fund, 
the intereſt of which, he hopes, will, in a few years, afford conſiderable re · 
lief to the greateſt objects. It has already increaſed to zol. Sterling. 
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hall, —The late Sir George Munro was the firſt; in this 
part of the country, who began improvements in agri- 


| culture on à large fcale, by encloſing, planting; drain- 


ing, liming, fallowing; and ſowing green crops on his 
mains of Poynterfield, which now add greatly to the 
beauty and value of that part of the eſtate ; and very 


| great improvements have been carried on in all theſe 


reſpects, on the mainſes of Braclangwell and Newhall ; 
and theſe 3 contiguous ſeats, in full view of the noble 

bay and harbour of Cromarty, form as beautiful a land- 
ſcape as Can be imagined.— The county- roads and bridges 
in this pariſh have been much — of late, and are 
in N very 8 * 


| pee - There is a greater number of ancient 
encampments in this, than in any other pariſh in the 
N.; from tradition, and the general's tent being eircu- 
lar, they are ſuppoſed to have been formed by the Danes 
when they invaded Scotland. It is favourable to this 
hypotheſis, that from the eminence on which theſe en- 


trenchments are moſt numerous, there is an extenſive 


proſpe& in all directions, to prevent their being ſurpriſ. 
ed in their camp; and as they are ſeldom found above a 
mile from the ſhore, if they ſhould have been ſurpriſed 
and defeated by the nen they could eaſily have re- 
Vor. XIV. | + . tired 


* Conſidering the ſpirited exertions made by the gentlemen of this, and 
the neighbouring counties, in making good roads and bridges, it is ſurpriſs 
ing, that little or no attention has been paid to improving the paſſage 
boats at the numerous ferries in and ſurrounding this diſtri& of couns 
try. It is to be hoped, that this truly important object, will no longer 
eſcape their particular notice, and that ſerry- boats of an improved conſtruc - 
tion, as well as piers for receiving and landing paſſengers, cattle and car- 
Mages, will be as ſerlouſly attended to, as oads and bridges, eſpecially at 
the ferries of lavergordon and Fort-George. 


C.. 
| 
| 
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| tired on board their ſhips, and landed in ſome other pat 
T of the country, where the inhabitants were not in force 


to oppoſe them. There are hkewiſe a great many tu- 
muli or cairns; the largeſt are formed of ſtones of various 


_ dimenſions, and the leſſer of earth and ſtones thrown 
promiſcuouſly together. In removing the ſtones of ſome 
of theſe cairns, ſtone-coffins were found, formed by 4 
large and 2 ſmall {labs of unhewn free-ſtone, containing 


aſhes, and blades of offenſive e almoſt W 


5 conſumed by ruſt *. 


; Hints reſpeSBing I . is almoſt unneceſ. 


ſary to obſerve, that the eſtabliſhing woollen, lint, and 
cotton manufactures in this country, would be of the 
greateſt advantage to the inhabitants. Among many 
others on the Frith of Cromarty, there 1s an excellent 


ſtation for a lint or hemp manufacture in this pariſh, 


at the ſtore-houſe of Newhall, where there is a fine na- 


tural harbour, in which ſhips of a conſiderable burden 


could he unmoleſted by any wind, excepting from the 
N. and N. W.—As the foil of this pariſh is well adapt- 
ed to mii 3 lint and hemp, the farmers would no doubt 


take 


The only building in this pariſh, tha: has the appearance of great anti- 
quity, is the caſtle of Craighouſe, on che ſhore of Cullieudden, about a mile 
and a half weſtward of the old kirk. It is 5 ſtoreys high, built with run lime 
on a rock perpendicular towards the ſea, which waſhes it at flood- tide; and 
being ſurrounded on the land fide by a ditch and high wall, it evidently ap- 
Pears to have been a place of conſiderable ſtrength. All the apartments 


| of the one half of it, which is moſt entire, are formed by ſtone arches, but 
the floors of the other half, which is evidently more modern, have been 
laid on wooden joiſts, part of which are ftill to be ſcen on the walls. A- 
bout 200 years ago, the caſtle, with the lands adjoining, belonged to the 


Williamſons of Craighouſe. The repreſentative of which family is a Count 
Williamſon in Germany. The caſtle and lands of Craighouſe, afterward 
became the property and occaſional reſidence of the Biſhops of Rois, and 
are now a part of the eſtate of Newhall, | 
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1 the ahvantige of this favourable circumſtance, if 3 
proper lint-mills were erected, and premiums given to 
allure them to the attempt. Surely the truſtees for the 
improvement of manufactures, &c. cannot ſuppoſe, that 
inducements of that nature are now fo neceſſary in 
ſouthern counties, where manufactures have been long 
eſtabliſhed, and where the method and advantage of raiſ. 
ing lint and hemp are well underſtood, as in theſe north. 
ern diſtricts, where they are hardly known, and where 
the people are in that low ſtate of poverty and depreſ- 
fion, which has ever been found to check and ſmother 2 
ſpirit of induſtry and improvement. hs 
Beſides theſe, converting all, or, at leaſt, one balf of 
the victual- rents into money, at a moderate rate; giving 


long leaſes, with melioration for encloſing the farms, and 


aboliſhing thirlage, would have a powerful tendency to 
rouſe a ſpirit of improvement among the farmers, and 
render the ſituation of the people in general much more 
eaſy and comfortable than it is at preſent. Giving pre- 
miums to farmers for fallowing and liming their ground, 
ſowing turnips and graſs ſeeds in their flelds, would, 
no doubt, excite a ſpirit of emulation and induſtry 
among them. And as theſe are the great and truly pa- 
triotic objects which the lately formed Roſs- ſhire farm 

ing-ſociety has in view, it is not doubted, but every 
gentleman of property, in the counties of Roſs and 
Cromarty, will give it his hearty countenance and ſup- 
port. Were they to contribute to the common ſtock 
according to their rentals, and pay particular attention 
to ſuch tenants as ſhould compete for premiums, though 
they ſhould not, ſucceed, a ſpirit of improvement might 
be ſoon excited in this country, ſimilar to that which 
aroſe in Aberdeenſhire, from a farmer- ſociety, formed 


N 2 and 
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and patroniſed by the late Earl of Errol, about 30 yean 
ago. The very attempt would be meritorious ; and 
| ſhould it be attended with the probable and defired el. 
| fect, beſides the pleaſure it would give to every bene. 
volent heart, to raiſe a numerous and moſt important 
claſs of men from a ſtate of inactivity and penury to in. 


: duſtry and affluence, the money laid out would ſoon re. 


turn to themſelves or their heirs with tenfold intereſt; 
: and a few years experience of the mode and profit of a 
improved ſyſtem of hyſbandry would, in a ſhort time, 
render the continuance of premiums quite unneceſſary.— 
Having fairly made the experiment himſelf for 6 month. 
paſt, the writer earneſtly recommends to farmers who 
plough with 6 or 8 oxen and a driver, to plough with 
2 large oxen in harneſs, without a driver; beſides ſaying 
the meat and wages of a driver, they will plough more, 
and better than 6 or 8 of their preſent ſize of oxen ; they 
will not require ſo much provender ; and, if yoked in: 
gart like horſes, each of them will draw a load that 
of their ſmall garrons would not move. The writer 
cannot conclude this miſcellaneous branch of his ſubjed, 
without obſerving, that it muſt give the greateſt ple 
ſure to every friend to his country, to look forward to 
the many and important advantages that agriculture and 


manufactures will derive from a Board of Agriculture 


and internal improvement, ſanctioned by Parliament, u 
the patriotic and well-digeſted plan pen by Sir Joi 
| Rache, * Dt. 
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NUMBER VI. 


(Coonrr AND Srxon or 2 PrESBYTERY oF 7 


> LOCOTANEF. }* 
By a Friend to SrarsrricxT. INQUIRIES. 


PHE na name &f this parih! 1s evidently Saxon. In an- 
cient writings, it is ſometimes ſpelt Daltoune ; 
but the origin of the name has not been handed down. 
The figure is irregular, being interſe&ed on the N. fide 
by Lochmaben ; but the greateſt extent may be 4 miles 
in length from N. te S., and 3 miles in breadth. The 
ſoil is various, but conſiſts chiefly of a light ſandy loam, 
dry, and very capable of improvement. In ſome places, 
it is clay on a till bottom, which retaining the wet, is 
is not fayourable to vegetation ; but taking it in general, 
ihe land is well adapted to cultivation ; and, when manu- 

| "od 
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red and encloſed, amply repays the N of theſe 1 im. 
1 . en 


5 Population, Proprietors, Air, &c.—According to Dr, 
Webſter's report, the population in 1755 was 451. From 
the beſt information, the number of the people amounts, 
at preſent, to 61 5; of whom 510 reſide in Meikle Dal. 
ton, and 105 in Little Dalton; and it ſeems probable, 
that the population has not decreaſed ſince the beginning 
of the preſent century. There is no town in the pariſh, 
and the only place that deſerves the name of a village, is 
Dalton, near the church, where the courts of the barony 
were formerly kept; but the number of inhabitants does 
not now exceed 30 or 40. The pariſh is the property of 
| #7 heritors, of whom only 2 are reſident. The air is 
| healthy, nor are there any particular diſeaſes to which 
the people are ſubject. One or two inſtances of individu- 
als attaining the age of 100, have happened within theſe 
59 Vears. 


1 es Fiſhings, &c.—The pariſh being bounded by 


the river of Annan on the E., conſiderable quantities of 
_ falmon, and ſea-trouts, are caught in the ſeaſon, as the 


deep pools afford them a ſhelter. It has been ſuppoſed, that 


this river, at a very remote period, inſtead of diſcharging 
itſelf into the ſea below the town of Annan, followed a dif- 
ferent courſe; and running due S. from Dormont, fell into 
the Frith near Cummertrees church, about 3 miles to the 
weſtward of Annan. A level tract of meadow, or boggy 
ground, from Dormont to the ſouthward, is thought, 
from many appearances, to have formerly been tic chan- 
nel of the river, which has been ſhut up and obſtructed 
by ſome convulſion of nature, by which the preſent 

courſe, 
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courſe, through a bed of rocks, has alſo probably been 


opened. This, however is only conjecture; but it is ſuf- 
ficiently evident, that the level ſurface juſt mentioned, is 


well calculated for making a canal, for the purpoſe of an 


inland navigation from the upper parts of Annandale to 


the Solway Frith; and it is no leſs true, that ſuch a ca- 
nal might be executed at a very moderate expenſe, as it 
would require few, if any locks. That many advantages 
would ariſe to the country in general, from an improve- 5 
ment of this nature, is obvious. In particular, the in- 
land part of Annandale might, by this tract, be ſupplied 
with coals, and with lime, for manure, &c., of both 5 
which, the carriage by land from the coaſt is exceeding- 

ly expenſive and tedious. Wood, iron, ſlate, and a va- 


riety of other neceſſary articles, which are imported, 


might alſo be carried at a much eaſier rate, than they 


now are; and the time conſumed in land carriage, might 


be employed in encloſing, and otherwiſe improving the 


country, a great part whereof having been common, 


though lately divided, remains ſtill in an uncultivated 


ſtate. It is therefore to be hoped, that when peace is 
re- eſtabliſned, and credit has attained its former ſtability, 
the propoſal for ſuch a canal may be attended to, and en- 
couraged by every man of landed property in the neigh- 
bourhood, eſpecially as the late truly patriotic meaſure, 


ſo long deſired, of permitting coals to be imported duty 
free, muſt create a great demand for them ; and if the 


conveyance into the interior parts of the country was, at 
the ſame time, rendered more eaſy, the preſent waſte of 
time, in the caſting and drying of peat, might ir in a great 
meaſure be avoided and prevented. 


Stipend, School, Poor, &c,— Mr. Macrae of Holmains 
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is the patron of this pariſh. The ſtipend was augmented 
about 24 years ago, ſinee the ſettlement of the preſent 
' miniſter, and is now 741. Sterling a- year paid! in money. 
There is alſo a legal glebe adjoining to the manſe, which 
was excambed for the old glebe, lying in the pariſh of 
Little Dalton, where the manſe was alſo fituated, almoſt 
2 miles from the church. This being found extremely 
| Inconvenient, an excambion took place about 30 years 
ago; and a new manſe was then built, and a glebe laid 
out at a ſmall diſtance from the church. —The ſchool. 
maſter has the legal ſalary of 1900 merks ; he teaches 
reading, writing and arithmetic. —Only 1 indigent per. 


1 fon ſtands upon the roll; which is very fortunate, as 


the want of a weekly collection, occaſioned by the pecu- 


liar circumſtances of the pariſh, would prevent the ne- 


ceſſitous from receiving any other ſupport, except what 
aroſe from the charitable — of their — 
| bours. 1 e 


1 Sc. Improvement of the ſoil has made 
a conſiderable progreſs in this pariſh within theſe laſt 
20 or 30 years. The contiguity to, and application of 
lime as a manure, has much contributed to this deſirable 
purpole ; many encloſures have alſo been made ; ſeveral 
tracks of common and barren land brought into culture; 
and the appearance of the country in general greatly 
altered for the better. Oats and barley are principally 
raiſed, and a ſmall quantity of wheat, which requires 
rather a ſtronger ſoil. Potatoes are cultivated with 
great ſucceſs ; and the crops of grain are much more 
than ſufficient for the conſumption of the inhabitants, 
who do therefore export and fel! the overplus. Some 
turnips are alſo planted every year in the drill way, 


which, 
I 
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which, - widen regitachy 124 . claned, are a good = 


preparation for an enſuing barley crop. There are no 


manufactures carried on in this pariſh. The valuation 


18 2423 merks, 6s. 8d. Scots, the real rent about I7ocl. 
Sterling. The extent, as nearly as can | be computed, is 


| $590 Scots acres. 


- a Obſervations. Tie number of horſes 
may be about 120, moſtly bred in the pariſh, The 


quantity of black cattle cannot be eaſily aſcertained, as 


the owners are often buying and ſelling ; they are, how- 


ever, almoſt the only ſtock raiſed, as no more than 3 or 


4 farms keep any ſheep. The people rear a confi. 
derable quantity of ſwine, which are very profitable. 


The rates of thoſe articles correſpond entirely with thoſe 


mentioned in the accounts of the pariſhes of Ruthwell - 
and Cummertrees adjoining ; ; as do alſo ſervants. and 


labourers wages. Oat meal and oats are ſold at Dum- 
fries market, and frequently ſhipped for the port of 
Greenock. The whole barley raiſed, except a ſmall 
portion for home-conſumption, is exported to Liverpool. 
—The new made turnpike-road from Annan to Dum- 


fries runs through a ſmall corner of the ſouthern part 
of the pariſh, The other roads are kept in repair by 
the compoſition for the ſtatnte-labour.—No ancient edi- 
ices, or natural curioſities, are to be met with in this 


pariſh, A tower or fortalice, upon the lands of Hol- 


mains, which was the ſeat of the anceſtors of Mr. Car- 


ruthers of Holmains, lately proprietor of that eſtate, 


and was a conſiderable ſtronghold before the union of 
the crowns, is now fallen into a total decay.—As there 
are ſundry moſles in ſome parts of the pariſh, peats are 


univerſally prepared an uſed for fuel, which, as in 
Vol. XIV. | O other 
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other caſes, and when the weather is uncertain, require 
much attention, and conſume a great part of the people's 
time in the ſummer ſeaſon. This inconvenience will, 
however, be in a great degree obviated, by the late ad 
taking off the duty from coal imported; and the people 
of Dalton, being at no great diſtance from the coaſt, 
may now avail themſelves of this advantage.—The in- 
| habitants of this pariſh are in general of a good charac- 
ter, quiet, regular and orderly. No crimes, of which 
| the law takes cognizance, have been committed for many 
years. There are few or no o Deceders, 1 


NUMBER 


Of Dajplingn, 7 


(County oF r PrenLEs, Srvob oF LOTHIAN AND Twzrp⸗ 


n PRESBYTERY « OF D1GGAR.) 


dy the Rv an. p cu: 


N. ame, Extent, &c. 55 


CAN form no conjecture from whence the name Dol- 


phington is derived. I only obſerve, that the princi- 


pal heritor of the pariſh bears in his arms a Dolphin 


iſh ; but from what circumſtance he received this armo- 


rial bearing, I have not heard. This pariſh is fituated 
in the E. corner of the upper ward of Clydeſdale, extend- 


ing about 3 Engliſh miles from E. to W., and about 24 from 


», to N., the great road from Edinburgh to — 


by Bigear, paſſing — it. 
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5 Population, according 


to Dr. Webſter 1 _ 


In 2991. 5... -- "66 
Average of births for. 
Lo years, preceding 
1791, 2 83 
Male, 104 
Females, 55 =; TT 9) 
Under 10 years of age, 50 
| 1 "a 5 ; 26 
Te” 48 
6 
50, * 22 
S. 20 
70, - 10 
„% 
5 Above 82, „ 
Families, . 52 


Seceders, &c. — 
Twins born in Laſt 10 


Non reſiding, - 
Clergyman, ws: 


3 
Nr reſiding, N 
3 
1 


Annual income, 


Schoolmaſter, 3 1 
5 Farmers above 50l. a 
M0 I755, 1 302 


Ditto under gol. 1 


x 
Ipnkeeper, - 1 


St, 
Maſon, 6 Fu 


| Carpenters, - 
Weavers, a 

| Shoemakers, = 
Tailors, N 5 


Male farm ſervants, _ 


Female Ao 1 


I 

3 

q 

0 

$ A Rs ooo 4 
5 

8 
Flax-drefler,  ' 1 
8 


Poor on the roll, 1 
Capital of their 


L. 260 

1.16 

Young perſons taugi.t 
Engliſh annually, 
from 20 to 30 


funds, = 


Apprentice to e 
Ditto to Smith, 35 


There may be in this ani about I 30 » millh cows, 
and 105 young cattle; about 45 horſes for plough and 
cart. There may be from 12 to 18 young horſes reared 
annually. The (keep of all kinds may amount to Ig oo. 
Ihe valued rent, cu Scots money, is 8501; the real rent may 
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be 6 ol. Sterlin g. The exports are batter; cheeks; lambs, 
old ſheep, wool, meal, bear, &c. The cauſes of the de- 
creaſe of population in this pariſh, may be theſe : For- 
merly this pariſh was divided into ſmall farms, and each 
farmer kept ſeveral cottagers ; but now the farms are 
much enlarged, and the farmers, at leaſt many of them, 
ſeem to have imbibed a ſtrong prejudice againſt all cot- 


tages, pulling down ſome of them every year. Another 


cauſe of this decreaſe in population, may be the want of 
fuel; the pariſh affording no peat, and the coal, at the 


diſtance of near 8 miles, very high priced at the hill, and 


generally very oy in e whach * fuel A dear 
article to ths poor “. 


Heil, Ares, . foil of this diſtriet 5 is for 
the moſt part of a light black mould, with a cloſe red 
clay, and tilly bottom, which makes it generally very 


wet, and the crops late in harveſt. To remedy this, the 


farmers, for the moſt part, ſow early oats, commonly 
called Carnwath oats, and ſome barley oats, which are 
ſtill earlier than the former, but they muſt be ſowed up- 
on fine rich land, otherwiſe they produce but a ſcanty 
crop. Yet, after all, from its local fituation, and a large 
moſs to the eaſtward, the early froſts in Auguſt and Sep- 
tember, oft times, in one night, blaſt all the hopes of the 
moſt induſtrious huſbandman, by deſtroying his crops. 
The farmers, in general, are induſtrious. They plant 
a confiderable quantity of potatoes; they likewiſe ſow 
as much graſs-ſeeds and turnips as they can, which ge- 


_ kerally very well repay their labour. There are about 


200 


* The price of labour and vivres of all kinds, is much the ſame, as in 
the ſurrounding pariſhes of Dunſire, Kirkurd, &c. 
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| 260 acres of encloſed lands in the pariſh ; the teſt is al 
open. Encloſing land in this pariſh becomes a very ex- 
penſive and difficult buſineſs, as thorn hedges cannot he 
reared for fences, and ſtones are not to be e Fot for building 
them. 5 


| Qureb, Manſe, Stipend, 2 Se. — The church un. 
derwent a complete repair in the year 1786, being then al. 
moſt rebuilt. It is, at preſent, in good repair, and a de- 
cent place of worſhip. The manſe was built in 1790, 
bat in ſuch a ſuperficial manner, that it has been under 
the neceſſity of being repaired ſeveral times ſince it was 

built, at a very conſiderable expenſe to the heritors ; and; 
after all, it is but an indifferent houſe : dawp, by being 
placed too near a bog ; inconvenient, being near half a 
mile from the church. 

As the pariſh i is ſmall, ſo the Ripend 3 18 8 (mal 
being no more than 441. 88. 1c4d., with 50 merks Scots, 
for communion elements. The teinds ſeem to be exhauſt- 
ed. This is a ſtipend by far too ſmall, as times now go, 
for the ſupport of any clergyman. The glebe contains 
about 8 acres, which may rent from 61. to 51. annually“. 

William 

* Jam ſorry to ſee, that che clergy have loſt their bill in Parliament, 
I tnink tne auded intercit have not behaved with all that generoſity that 
might have been expected, in firſt oppoſing and defeating the juſt claims 
of a very uſeful ſet of men, I mean the poor oppreſſed and too much de- 
ſpiſed ſchoolmaſters, and now oppoſing the clergy in a thing where, I ap- 
prehend, their intereſt was not much to be affected. By looking into the 
acts of the General Aſſembly, in the year 1750, I find the amount of the 
whole ſtipends in Scotland, to be only 50, 26 J. 155. 5d. 10-1 zths.; and 
that the tithes, not affected by miniſters ſtipends, may amount to near 
60,0001. Sterling: So at that period, the clergy had not the one half of 


the tithes, How ſar a new diviſion of pariſhes, or, at leaſt, the cutting off 


ſome places from large pariſhes, and annexing them to ſmaller, and, by 
this 
1 


0. Dolpbingion. „„ > 


William 4 Eſa. of Dolphington, about the year 
1650, mortified 4 acres of land for the behoof of the 
ſchoolmaſter of the pariſh, on which land a good dwell- 
ing-houſe is now built. The ſaid William Brown alſo 
mortified 1900 merks Scots, the intereſt of which was to 
be paid to the ſchoolmaſter, for educating poor ſcholars ; 
the naming of ſaid ſcholars to be by the ſaid William 
Brown, and his heirs : He likewiſe, at ſame time, morti- 
fied 200 merks, the intereſt of which was to be paid to the 
poor of the pariſh. Laſtly, the foreſaid William Brown 
mortified 2 acres of land to the miniſter ſerving the cure; 
but this laſt mortification has not been poſſeſſed by the 
miniſter ſince the Revolution. The late Mr. John 
Bowie, miniſter of Dolphington, in the year 1759, mor- 
tified and diſponed a farm lying in the pariſh of Dunfire, 
preſently renting 271. 125. yearly, free of all burdens, to 
the miniſter and kirk-ſ{efſion of Dolphington, to be dif. 
poſed of in the following manner; viz. 100 merks to the 
ſchoolmaſter for teaching 20 poor ſcholars, and no more, 
the naming of ſaid ſcholars to be by the Kkirk-ſeſlion ; 
100 merks for educating any lad of a remarkably bright 
genius, to be allowed him for 6 years, and no longer; or, 
failing any lad of this deſcription in the pariſh, the ſaid 
100 merks is to be applied to pay apprentice fees; 5e 
merks for buying bibles, pſalm books, &c. to poor ſcho- 
lars; or failing them, to be applied to any other chari- 
table parpolh the ſeſſion ſhall judge moſt proper ; 50 

merks 
theſe means, bringing both the labours and livings nearer to a Preſbyterian 
equality, may be praQiicable, I think, deſerves due conſideration ; for un- 
leſs ſomething be done to meliorate the ſituation of many of the clergy, 
who have only ſmall pariſhes, and, what is ſtill worſe, whoſe tithes are 
exhauſted, and conſequently can claim no augmentation, they will be- 


come not only deſpiſed in their reſpeQive pariſhes for their , but 
eig farailies muſt, fool the greateſt diſtreſs, | | 1 


literary world; the account of whoſe life having been ſo 
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TL to the miniſter, with all the other + ariſing 

from ſaid lands, to compenſate him for his care and 
1 trouble as factor and principal manager. 
This pariſh has the honour of giving birth to ſome 
eminent men, particularly to the late Principal Leech. 
man of the univerſity of Glaſgow, ſo well known in the 


lately publiſhed, ſuperſedes the neceſſity of my giving 
my further account of him. 


Miſcellaneous Ob/ereations Tbere are not many re- 
mains of antiquity to be found in this pariſh. I have 
only obſerved the following : On the top of a hill, near 
the middle of the pariih, are to be ſeen the remains of a 
camp, or fortified place. It encloſes near 4 acres of 
ground, and ſeems to have been ſtrongly fortified with a 
wall of earth, and a broad deep trench cut out of the 
rock, for the whole top of the hill is a rock. It likewiſe 
ſeems to have had ſome ſtrong out-work, particularl; on 
the corners, where the hill was moſt eaſy of acceſs. But 
there is not the ſmalleſt veſtige of any ſtone-houſes, or o- 
ther permanent buildings having ever been erected with- 
in the fortifications. I have been told by ſome of the 
oldeſt people in the pariſh, that there was once to be ſeen 
the appearance of a reſervoir for holding rain-water, for 
a ſpring it could not have, without going to a very great 


depth; and that this place uſed to ſtand full, of water at- 


ter any great. rains, but is now almoſt filled up. If one 
might hazard a conjecture, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that this 
place was never uſed as a ſtanding military camp, or ſta- 
tion, but rather as a place of ſecurity, for driving the 


cattle to, in any ſudden emergency. This country, of old, 


was much expoſed t. to the incurſions of the borderers from 
Ane 
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n who uſed to come and plunder the country, | 
and drive away the cattle ; and it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
that the people would endeavour to ſecure their c_ 5 
by ſome means or other. | 
I am led to conjecture, that this was the principal 
deſign, not only of this, but likewiſe of many other places 
of the ſame kind, ſituated on the tops of the hills in this 
country, from this circumſtance, thatabout 2 miles to the 
S., there is another place which goes by the name of the 2 
Kip. This Kip is fituated upon the bigheſt part of ano- 


ther hill, and has a moſt extenſive proſpect all over the 
| country, particularly to the N. E. It is compoſed 


of a row of very large ſtones, which muſt have been 
brought from ſome conſiderable diſtance, as the hill af. 
fords none. Theſe ſtones are placed in a circular form, 


of about 50 or 69 paces in circumference, and the middle 


ſpace filled with ſmall ſtones and gravel. This place I | 
take to have been intended as an alarm tower, where 


| fires uſed to be lighted to alarm the country, in caſe of - 


any ſudden invaſion, As this place is within fight of 
Tintock Hull to the S. W., where another place of the ſame 
kind ſeems to have been raiſed, and as it is alſo within 
fight of another a good way to the N. E., and that other 


in fight of Dunbar, and the eaſtern coaſt, ſo, by lighting 


fires from one place to another, in the ſpace of a few 
hours, the country could be alarmed from the borders of 

England to the Forth, and ſa on.—In ſeveral parts of this 
pariſh, ſtone coffins, full of bones, haye been diſcovered; 
particularly in one place, the farmer, in levelling and 


ſtraighting his ridges, came with the plough upon a re- 


gular burying-ground, containing a great number of 
ſtone coffins of all dimenſions, from children to full grown 
men. Theſe coffins were not of one ſtone, but of ſeve- 

Vor. XIV. . ral 
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ral pieces, fet upon their edges, bh caniired with one 
above: Nor did they contain any thing but bones, and 


 . theſe almoſt reduced to duſt. When the church was 


repairing in 1786, the maſons, in clearing the foundation of 
the north wall, diſcovered a perſon that had been buried 
within church, not in the uſual way, lying E. and W. 
but N. and S., covered with a large ſtone, on which was 

cut, in a rude manner, the form of a big two- handed 

word, without letters, or any other figures, but nothing 
elſe; "was bones ſeemed to be uncommonly arge 
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NUMBER VIll. 
PARISH or ABDIE, 
(CounTY AND SyNoD oF FIFE, PRESBYTERY or CUrAR.) 


By a Friend to STATISTICAL INQUIRIES: | 


Name, Sur face, Climate, &c. 


No ſatisfactory account can be obtained of the name 


of this pariſh. It is probable, however, that it 


is of Celtic origin. The extent of this pariſh is confider- 


able; but, from the citcumſtance of its being ſeparated 


by the intervention of other pariſhes, into 3 parts, it is 


not eaſy to aſcertain its preciſe length and breadth. It 
is ſituated between Abernethy and Monimail on the S. of 


the river Tay, in the heart of the range of high lands, 


which, to weſtward, is known by the name of Ochil 
Hils. The middle part, where the church and manſe 


are placed, is larger than either of the other two parts, 


and is bounded on the W. and S. W. by Newburgh; on 
P 2 the 
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1 Newburgh . 


ers; and they having likewiſe h ard Mr. Andrew Murray miniſter at Ebdie, 
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the N. by the Tay; on the N. E. 44 E. by Dunbog : al 
Fliſk ; on the S. E. by Monimail ; on the S. W. by Col. 
leſſie. The E. part of the pariſh is bounded on the W. 
N. W. and N. by the Flik; on the N E., E. and S. E. 
by Criech ;- and on the S. and S. W. by Dunbog. The 
W. part is bounded on the E. by Newburgh ;. on the N. 
by Newburgh and Abernethy; ; oh the W. and S. by A. 
bernethy. Dunbog on the E. and Newburgh on the M. 
lying thus in the boſom of Abdie, favour the tradition of 
their forming, at ſome diſtant period, parts of that ps. 
riſh. No traces, however, of the di junction of Dunboy 
can now be diſcovered ; but the curious article, at the 


bottom of the page, confirms the linien —— 


* Apud Holyroodhouſe, tio. die menſis Februarii 1632 years. Anent 
the ſupplication preſented to the commiſſioners for the ſurrender of teindz 
for Mr. David Orme, miniſter a: Newburgh, making mention, that where 
the kirks of Ebdic and Newburgh have been ſeparat theſe manie year: by- 
| paſt, by act of ſynodal affemblie, fpecial conſent of the patron, gentlemen 
of the parochin, and all-others parties having interes for the time, for ma. 
nie grave and weighty reaſons contained in the foreſaid act, and likewiſe 
feeing his majeſtic has preſented the ſupplicarit to the kirk of Newburgt, 
where he preſently ſerves the cure, by virtue of his Heines's preſentation 
| and the Biſhop of St. Androis admiſſion, and collation thereupon ; aud 
ſe ing the ſaid commiſſion are now ſettling an maintenance and proviſion 
for the kirk of Ebdie; humbly defiring therefor the ſaids commiſſioners 
to ratify the ſaid ſeparation, like as at mair length is contcined in the 
ſepplication : quhifle being read, heard and conſidered by the commiſſion- 


and the ſaid ſuppliant, who were perſonally preſent; hcreupon, and being 
well advyſit, with all that was propoſed and allegit by them heiranent, 
the Lords, and others of the commiſſion, for the ſurrcnder and teinds, with 
conſent of the ſaids twa miniſters, and heritors preſent, has ratified, and 
be the tenor heirof, ratifies the act above written ; whereby the faid kirk of 
Newburgh is ſeparat from the kirk of Ebdie; and declares the ſame to be 
an ſeparat kirk be itſelf in all time coming; without prejudice always 0 


the ſaid Mr. Andrew Murray of his right of patronage of the ſaid kirk, ®? 
acco: ds of law 
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The face of the conntry, in all parts of the pariſh, par- 


ficularly towards the E. and W. extremities, is remark- 
ably uneven. The quantity of arable land, however, is 
probably not leſs than in any equal extent of ſarface 
throughout the whole length of the Ochil Hills. From 
the free circulation of air among theſe hills, and the pre- 5 5 
yailing dryneſs of the ſoil below, the climate, in moſt 
parts of the pariſh, proves very ſalubrious. The ſituation 
of the miniſter's manſe is, perhaps, as unfavourable to 
health, as any other houſe in the pariſh ; for it ſtands 
eloſe by a lake of conſiderable extent in low and wet 
ground. i 


Hills, Woods, Rivers, Labes, &c.—Of the many hills 
in the pariſh, 2, Clatchart-Crag and Norman's Law, are 
remarkable; the one for its abrupt precipitous front, 
the other for its height. Abdie is bare of wood, there 
being only one conſiderable ſpot in the whole extent of 
the pariſh planted with trees. It is to be hoped, how- 
ever, that the proprietors will be induced to convert the 
inarable ſummits of ſome of the hills to uſe and beauty, 
by covering them with wood. The grounds, in many 
places, require ſhelter 3 and there is good reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the ſeveral ſpecies of fir planted in the neigh- 
bourhood with ſucceſs, will thrive in the high lands of 
Abdie No river runs through this pariſh : It is, not- 
withſtanding, well watered. It contains ſeveral lakes or 
lochs, the principal of which, in point of largeneſs and 


beauty, is the loch of Lindores: this is a fine ſheet of 


water in the middle diviſion of the pariſh, of nearly a 
mile in length, and of unequal breadth : It belongs to 
Mr. Simſog of Brunton, Its perch and pike, its ducks 
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2nd other water fowls, contribute to the amuſement d 
the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, whom the Proprie- 
tor politely admits to the privilege of fibing and fowling 
Were the rifing grounds, with which this lake i 1s ſur- 
rounded on all fides, covered with plantations, diſpoſed i in 
a proper manner, a proſpect, it is believed, would be fur. 
niſhed not inferior, in point of beauty, to thoſe preſented 
by lakes, which have attracted much notice, and acquired 
celebrity. IIl ſupplied, as the country at preſent is, with 
wood, no traveller, in paſling along the road which leads 
| from Cupar to Perth, can ſurvey the loch of Lindores, 
| when it opens at once on his view, without being both 
' ſurpriſed and pleaſed. The ſmall wood of Wood-Mill, 
_ juſt ſhowing tits northern extremity on the 8. W., the 
| manſe, church, and church-yard, ſtanding ſolitary on the 
W., and the old manſion-houſe of Old Lindores, with the 
trees that ſurround it on the N., have a very fine effect. 


Taken altogether, they juſtify the following lines occa« | 


* by the * ot the late miniſter, Mr. Millar 95 


ME 'Tis not the fite that fixes my regard, 
Nor lake, nor youve, nor hills, infpire the bard : 


Though 


* Short biographical ſketches, it is believed, are not foreign from the 
deſign of this work. Reſpect for the young man, whoſe death the epiſtle 
| laments, prompts his friend and neighbour, to preſerve his memory in this 
more laſting and public manner, and to ſay, Mr. Millar was, from ear- 
ly life, diſtin guiſhed for ſedateneſs, application and engaging manners: he 


. efficiated as aſſiſtant preacher at Perth with much approbation : he was 


received with cordiality as miniſter of Abdie: he performed his duty among 
his people with diligence and credit. But, fo it - pleaſed God, he died 
in the beginning of the 5th year of his miniſtry, in the 28th year of his 
age. A monument is erected over his grave, with proper inſcriptions by 
bis father, Mr. Millar, miniſter of Inchture. 
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: Thou gh Fits has might warm a Thomſon's lay, 
Or a Salvator Roſa's powers diſplay; 
And richly grants, as genius may chooſe, 
Helvetian manners, and Helvetian views z _ 
Another hour may note the varying face 
Of vale and mountain, and their beauties trace 3 
Our morning walks renew and frequent ſtand, 
To mark that Abdie is a Switzerland.“ 


Antiquities. —If gentlemens ſeats uninhabited, neglected, 
or in ruins, may be included under this article, the pariſh 
| of Abdie has many antiquities, there being 8 manſion- 
houſes in it, Den Mill, Den Muir, Kinnaird, Ayton, 
Lindores, Wood Mill, Berry Hole, Ormiſton, either to- 
tally deſerted, or inhabited by tenants. The manſion- 
houſe of Kinnaird, mentioned by Sibbald as a large new 
houſe, is now in ruins. The manſion-houſe of Den Mill, 
built 1679, is in the ſame ſtate, and ſhows the havock of 
time, and the more waſteful and deplorable ſteps of ad- 

verſity, ſupineneſs and neglect. Indeed, while one looks 
around him in the pariſh of Abdie, and marks the many 
halls now ſilent, which, in a former century, were the 
ſeats of hoſpitable feſtivity and joy, he finds ſome diffi- 
culty in admitting, that Scotland is, at preſent, in a ſtate 
of higher improvement than it had attained in any for- 
mer period. The antiquities of Abdie extend beyond 


the æra of the ſeats now mentioned. On the ſummit of 


Clatchart Crag, are the evident veſtiges of a fortifica- 
tion, or place of ſtrength. Sibbald fays it had been a 
ſtrong caſtle. Traces of fortifications on a larger ſcale, 
are more viſible on the top of Norman's Law, which, 
from the ſituation, and height, and name, one is led to con- 
ſider as either the work of ſome of the northern invaders, 


or 
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or as a ha of "_ and obſervation, oecalione by 
their n viſits ® F NES 

8 e to Dr, Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls in 1755, was 822. Since 1789, no ex. 
act account of the pariſh has been taken. The miniſter'; 
roll of that year contains 494 of all ages. The decreaſe 

of population muſt be accounted for, from the enlarge. 
ment of farms, from diminiſhing the cottagers, from the 

non: reſidence of the ar he berg. 


3 farmers of this parifh praftiſe th 
ho modes of labouring the fields, and cultivate the ſame 
Kinds of crops, which have been repeatedly deſcribed iy 


Near the village at Lindores, are pointed out the ſuppofed remains of 
a caſtle, ſaid to have belonged te the celebrated M*Duff, Thane of Fife. 
Tradition adds, that in the view of its being demoliſhed, much of the plate 
and wealth of it were caſt into an adjoining lake, ſtill known by the name 
of the Sillar Lake. Attempts have been made to connect theſe traditions 
with ſcenes immortalized by Shakeſpeare, in his tragedy of Macbeth. But 
M Duff, like Wallace, and other favourite characters, has had too many 
places of reſidence aſſigned him by the fond admiration of his countrymes. 
At no great diſtance from the church, and on the way to it from the Ab- 
dey of Lindores, there are à few ſtones called the Licker-Stones: Anti. 
_ quaries have conjectured licker to be a corruption and contraction of lec- 
turer, and with much ſhow of probability have obſerved, that formerly, 
when Bibles were ſcarce, and the capacity of reading them was confined 
to a few, the people might aſſemble at ſuch ſtones to hear the ſcriptures 
read to them. Not many yards N. W. of the Licker Stones, and nearer 
to the abbey, is a riſing ground called the Teind Know; at which, tra. 
dition repreſents the eccleſiaſticks belonging to the 0 collecting the 
teinds, or tithes. A little farther N. on the grounds of Den Mill, and in 
full view of the manſion houſe, appears the Witch Tree, a large ſpreading 
plane, of more than one century, which, had it fallen under the obſervs 
tion of a late traveller, might have ſaved the ny of Fite from one 5 
his haſty miſrepreſentations. 


ihe ſtatiſtical accounts of neighbouring - pariſhes : like 
their neighbours they have meliorated the ſoil by their 
improvements, and much intreaſed the annual returns of 


grain. On one farm containing a conſiderable quantity 


of low ground, adjoining to the Tay, and ſubjected for- 
merly to the tides, the tenant, a young man of laudable 


enterpriſe, and perſevering induſtry; has, in a great mea- 


ſure, excluded the tides; by running a bank of earth along 


the whole length of his fields parallel to the river ; his 


| returns are nearly double. There are examples of fimi- 
lar exertions and improvements in the neighbourhood ; - 
and one cannot help ſaying; Are not ſuch men entitled to 
attention, at the expiration of their preſent leaſes? The 
ſubje& of embanking, to which this Article has led, is a 
very ſerious and important one on the ſides of the Tay. 
The current of the river, alas! gradually wears away 
many acres of the fineſt ſoil in this part of the country. 
Within the memory of ſome perſons living, whole fields 
have been waſhed away, and theſe depredations have much 
increaſed fince the running out of ſtone heads on the op- 
polite fide, for the purpoſe of protecting the lands be- 
longing to the eſtate of Errol. The farms are 28; 6 
confiderably larger ; 22 of different extent and value, 


wrought by about 60 ploughs : two horſe-ploughs are 
moſt in uſe. Some farmers uſe oxen in the plough : 


Moſt of them rear e, black cattle, and * 


horſes for ſale. 7 
There are no ſheep-farms, properly ſo called, within 


the pariſh, though ſeveral of the farmers keep ſmall 


flocks of ſheep, as in the contiguous pariſhes, for paſtu- 


ring their hi gh grounds, amounting, in whole, to about 
bo ſcores. Formerly, the number- of ſheep was much 
greater, and the management of them more carefully 


Vor. XIV. Q ſtudied 
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122 Statiflical Account _ 
ſtudied. Were the grounds ſubjeQed to agriculture, 
properly encloſed, the farmers might return to the prac. 
tice of keeping greater flocks, as many parts of the pariſ 
| ſeem well adapted for ſheep-fields. What ſpecies ſuc. 
ceeds beſt, cannot be certainly affirmed, as no proper ex- 
_ periments have hitherto been made. Notwithſtanding 
the evident and acknowledged improvements and melio. 
ration of the ſoil, ſtrangers coming from the valley in 
which Cupar ſtands on the E., or from Strathearn from 


the W., muſt conſider Abdie as in a ſtate of inferior cul. 
tivation. Allowance, however, ought to be made for the 


untowardneſs of a hilly country ; and they are here in. 
formed, that the farmers have little acceſs to the quick. 
ening example and animating influence of proprietors, Of 


10, the number of heritors, only 1 reſides on his grounds 


_ whoſe fields have of late become highly improved. 


Trade in Stones. — Since the year 1788, 3 quarries 
have been opened on the riſing ground immediately 


S. of the town of Newburgh, at which the rock i 
cut into pavement for the ſtreets of London. From 32 
to 50 quarriers and cutters are employed in this work: 
as the demand for the ſtones increaſes, there is reaſon to 
conclude, that the number of hands will be augmented. 
The ftones are ſhipped at the ſhore of Newburgh, and 
carried to London chiefly by the veſſels employed in the 
ſalmon trade. Already the returns amount to between 
Sol. and 60ol. 1 


Ecchfaftical State, School, Poor, &c,—The pariſh i 
at preſent vacant. Earl Mansfield is patron. The church 
15 an old narrow building, low in the walls, and poorly 
W . The manſe is lately repaired, and tolerably 


commodious. 
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ing its near neighbourhood to Auchtermuchty and New- 


people in their adherence to the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 
reſpe& for its miniſters, The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 
y Al. 1od., 2 bolls bear, 2 bolls oats, a houſe and ſmall gar- 
1. | | 


in winter 40. They are taught reading, writing, arith- 


ſufficiently cared for and aſſiſted. 


CharaGer.—Peaceableneſs of Mifvclition, and ſimplicity 
of manners, have long been regarded as diſtinguiſhing 
features in the character of the inhabitants. They who 
know them ſpeak warmly of their kindneſs and civilities, 


other pariſhes, in which there are large villages, or towns, 
{rom intercourſe with ſtrangers, they retain the modes of 


have not the vivacity, neither exhibit they the artful- 
neſs of the preſent times. 


Advantages and nn proximity of che 
port of Newburgh i is favourable for the exportation, or 
ready ſale of the grain, Cupar, Auchtermuchty, and 
Newburgh, are markets at hand for the ir cattle and 


Q 2 ſheep. 
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ommodious. The ſtipend conſiſts of 5 54 bolls bear ; q 


622 oats 3 204 oat meal, and rol. 5s. Notwithſtand- 


burgh (ſee Statiſtical Accounts of theſe pariſhes), there 
are few ſeparatiſts from the church of Scotland in Abdie. 
Perhaps obſervation of the ill conſequences ariſing from 
the levity, inconſiſtency and folly of too many in theſe 
pariſhes, has contributed to confirm the bulk of the 


den. In ſummer, the number of ſcholars is about 30; 


metic and Latin. The ſtock for the poor is about 600. 
Sterling ; the reſult of legacies, collections at the church 
doors and other caſualties. The neceſſitous are e few, and f 


2 * 5 & T 333 » — by 
Q 82 5 5 * * ” * — 
N N r s | 
„FC —_— 
Y SARA RG * gone, N * = \ : l 
Sts þ 


rk 8 
D mar ponies +00 


and praiſe their perſevering induſtry. More detached than 


2 — — 1 992 — 2 7 a 
— 2 . — EE * — s N te 8 2 — to 2 
— et _ OY = « 7 r. — 
- » K N , wu n . 1 — 
* e * my, Ade ” = Ln l * N „ n 8 »4 N 
2 d e 22 _ 4 — W a N he: 1 
r... pa et 
1 — 22 A 2 * — 6h * os r en e =_ 1 


thinking and acting of their fathers: If, therefore, they 
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| ſheep, Tts various lakes, and the ſtreams iſſuing fron 
them, render Abdie an eligible ſituation for maltſter,, 
_ manufaQturers, bleachers. That it is well adapted for 
that kind of machinery that is moved by water, appears 
by the mills at preſent working in the pariſh : they ar: 
meal mills 5; fulling mills 2 ; lint mills 2. On conſider. 
ing theſe circumſtances, and the vicinity of the populons 
towns named above, one may well be ſurpriſed that 0 
manufacturing work of any extent has yet been eſtablif. 
ed in Abdie. The ſituation and command of water i 
inviting, materials are at hand, and labourers would not 
be wanting. Good is balanced here with ſome evil. Fron 
the unevenneſs of the grounds, many places are difficult 
of acceſs; the roads are in bad repair; ſome of the 
_ marſhes cannot be eafily drained ; the harveſt on the 
high grounds is often late. By the induſtry of the inha- 
bitants, the examples and improvements of the age, and 
the police of the country, many of the diſadvantages tht 
now preſs upon our obſervation, may be removed at ſome 
future period; but the hills, and coldneſs, and difficulty 0 
acceſs to many places, muſt remain. And from the pre- 
_ {ent ſtate of property, there is little reaſon to expect, that 
the gentlemen, in whoſe hands it is placed, will ſoon re 
ſtore, and return to the ſeats of their predeceſſors, to 
ſpread a portion of their wealth over the barrenneſs of the 
mountains, and to gladden the vallies with their preſence. 
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(CounTY AND SYNOD or ORKNEY, PRESBYTERY or 
he's | CarrsToON.) 5 e 


| By the Rev. Mr. Jon MALCOLM. | 


Extent, Surface, Sea-Coaft, Kelp, &. 


1 united pariſhes are ſituated in the * mainland 


of Orkney, having Kirkwall on the E., Orphir 
on the S, Stromneſs and Sandwich on the W., Harra 


and Rendal on the N. The extreme length is about 9 miles; 
the breadth various. The face of the pariſhes, in ge- 
neral, is not very agreeable, owing to the many moors 
and hilly ridges covered with heath and peat moſs to the 


ſummit. Some particular places, however, of both pa- 
riſhes, are pretty agreeable, particularly about the Kirk 


of Stenneſs, and other places along the loch of that name. 
The whole extent of coaſt, in both pariſhes, including the 
„ i | ſmall 


* By geographers named Pomona, 


PARISH or FIRTH any STENNESS, | 
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mall iſlands of Damſay, and the Holm of Grimbiſter in 
the bay of Firth, is about 10 miles. The ſhores are low 


and flat, which facilitates the labour, and leſſens the ex. 
penſe of making keip. The tangle, or fea-weed, is cut in 


ſome places every other year, but more generally every 
third year, for that purpoſe : there being no tide-way 
about theſe ſhores, the ſea-weed grows more ſlowly than 


in many other places. The quantity of kelp made an- 


nually, is, at an average, about 80 tons; the expenſe of 
making it, about 11. 6s. the ton, (reckoning 24 cwt. to 
the ton). Where the ſhores are deeper, and the labour 
e the 0 18 proportionably ſo, 


Soil Mode of 3 Sixe of Farms, &c,—The 


ſoil is various, in moſt places ſhallow, upon a tilly bot- 
tom, or on rotten rock. In the inland part of thoſe pa- 
riſhes, the ſoil is pretty deep, and rather of a moſſy na- 
ture. The beſt land is near the ſea on flat points, where 


the ſoil is loamy. Oats and bear, both of a poor quali- 
ty, are the only ſpecies of grain raiſed. The arable land 
is always in tillage; under the alternate crops of theſe, 
or where manure can be got in greater quantity, the ro- 
tation is two crops of bear and one of oats, With 2 


or 3 exceptions, the fide plough only, with one lit, is 
uſed. In a rich tender ſoil, it anſwers extremely well 
for giving the laſt ploughing for the bear crop ; but 


where the ground is ſtrong or ſtony, it ſeems very im- 
proper, eſpecially in oatland. The returns, in middling 


foil, and ordinary ſeaſons, are ſuppoſed to be 3 of oats, 


and between 4 and 5 of bear. In general, the oat crop 
turns to poor account. In a favourable ſeaſon, the bear 
crop is better than might be expected, from the ſtate of 
huſbandry above deſcribed, Potatoes are raiſed by eacli 

family 
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family bord its own conſumption. They are 1 ſet af. 
ter the plough, but hand-hoed. The little time that can be 
ſpared from other work, cauſes a ſmaller quantity tobe eul- 
tivated than would be, were horſe-hoeing underſtood. 


There being no limeſtone here, or in the vicinity, and 
very little ſea-ware got for manure, and even that of the 
worſt kind; the common manure is the dung of the 
cattle, mixed with aſhes and dry feal in the byres, which 
is carried to the dunghill, and laid in alternate rows with 


moſſy turf. To increaſe the quantity of aſhes, turf pa- 
red from the moors, where there 1s ſome mixture of peat 

moſs with grit or clay, is burnt for fuel in the houſes, 
with a few peats. * Marl of different kinds is found in 


both pariſhes, but little of it uſed for manure, owing to 


the difficulty of taking it up in rainy ſeaſons, and perhaps 
{ill more ſo to the little time many of the people can 


ſpare from working, and leading their maſters peats, and 


partly to their ignorance of its value as a manure. Very 
few of the farms exceed 12 or 13 acres of arable 
land. A farm of 16 or 18 acres is conſidered as a great 
one; and many of them are from 8 to 5 The rents va- 
ry conſiderably, according to the quality of the land, the 
opportunity of rearing cattle, making butter, and other 


local circumſtances. In 2 or 3 inſtances, the rent is near- 


ly 208. the acre ; but, in general, even good land does 


not exceed 10s. or 1 28., and 1 in many F 15 far below 


that rent Fe 


| 1 : 


* In digging up mar! in Stennels, ſtags horns aud bones are ſometimes 


found. An inſtance of this occurred laſt ſammez, 7 another about 4 

Years ago. | 
i Wages, Prices, &c.—4A man ſervant's wages, in money and perqui- 
ſites, are about 31. a year; a ſervant girl's about II. with a farmer. For 
7 years paſt, oat-meal has ſold from 1s. 34. to 28. the ſtone; malt and 
| bear- 
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| Labouring Cattle, Sheep, &c.—Horſes only are ufe; 
for the plough. Theſe differ in fize and value with the 
ſize of the farms, and the circumſtances of the farm. 
ers. The higheſt priced ſell, at preſent, from gl. to gl.; 
the ſmaller from 31. 10s. to 41. 108., when young. A 
great proportion of the horſes is brought from Strath- 
naver, when riſing 2 years old, and fold at high prices. 
Many of the beſt are again ſold when 4 or 5 years old, 
to the Caithneſs people, at the Lammas market. Moi 
of the farmers in Stenneſs, and a few in Firth, keep each 
a cart ox for carrying out the manure. Thefe oxen ſel 
from 21. 10s. to 3l. Sheep are far from being numerous, 
and probably not a tenth part of what they were 30 years 
ago; nor a twentieth of what, with proper care and ma- 
nagement, might be kept in the extenſive ranges of hills 
dividing theſe from the neighbouring pariſhes. Confider. 
ing the preſent management, it is only ſurpriſing, that 
the breed is not utterly exterminated. They are never 
herded, and ſeldom looked after, except for ſhearing, for 
marking the lambs, or for the butcher, when they are 
hunted down by dogs, and often ſadly torn. In the winter 
ſeaſon, many of them are carried off by the ſea, or high 
tides, from the fkerries, to which they reſort to feed on 
ſea-weed. The ewes very frequently produce twins, 
but a great proportion of the lambs is devoured by 
a dogs, ravens and eagles. After the bear ſeed is laid 
„„ 5 | down, 
bear-meal from 118. to 165. the meil, (114 ſtone); cows from Il. 10s. to 
21. 10s. ; ſheep from 48. to 5s. ; ſwine from 58. to 6s. ; geefe 1s. ; hens 4d.; 
butter from sd. to 6d. the mark, (14d. Ib. Engliſh) ; eggs 14. the dozen; 
hay and ſtraw from 6d. to 8d. the horſe load; potatoes 3s. the meil The 
vicinity of Kirkwall and Stenneſs gives a ready market for every article 
the farmers have to diſpoſe of. At the latter place, thoſe in the neigh- 


bourhood often get far higher prices than the above, when there is much 
ſhipping in its harbour. | | 
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1 the ſhite are driven from the eben to the Kitts; ; 
the hill-dikes (as they are called), are ſlightly repaired ; 


put theſe earthen fences are ſeldom fit to keep out horſes | 


and cattle, and far leſs theſe wild ſheep. Every perſon 


18, by conſequence, obliged to ſet the dogs on them when 


they approach his farm: And as, perhaps, more than 5 


out of 6 of the farmers have no ſheep of their own, it 


may be eaſily imagined, that the dogs are often allowed 
to tear them to pieces. 


Population, —According to Dr. Webfter" 8 report, the 
population i in 1755, was 1108. The number of ſouls i in 


both pariſhes, at the beginning of che Fear 1793, was as 


Woes 

Number of ſouls, 1186 20 to 30 
Males, 5 5c 580 30 to 40 
Females, 66 40 to Fo, 
Under 1b0 30869 50 to 65, 
10 to 0. 212 Above 60 | 


Manners and Condition of the People.-.-The people, in 


general, are induſtrious, when not depreſſed by poverty, 
and overburdened with ſervices. Few of them can be 


called rich; but a very conſiderable proportion of them 
are tolerably comfortable in their circumſtances. With 
ſo ſmall farms, ſuch as have numerous families mulſt be 
poor. When the crop fails, or turns out but indifferent- 
ly, ſeveral of them are greatly ftraitened. Of 5 inſtances, 
where twin children have been born within theſe 7 years, 3 


of them were among the very pooreſt people, and who re- 
quired parochial collections to aſſiſt them in getting them 
nurſed. In the winter ſeaſon, the preſent circumſtances 
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of the country afford the people here leſs opportunity fo 
exerting their induſtry than could be wiſhed, for their 
: good, in every reſpect. In reſpect of morals, the people 
are pretty much on a level with their neighbours, Az 
do religion, they are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 
| happily ignorant of the controverſies on ſpeculative 
points, and of the peculiar tenets of the ſeveral ſed, 
| whoſe zeal for their own credenda, have occaſioned ſo 
much unchriſtian animoſity in other countries. Some 
years ago, ſeveral very decent people of the Quakers came 
to this country, and the pariſhioners here attended them 
with pleaſure, as they aſked nothing from them. But 
afterward, coming to the knowledge, that the Quakers 
_ obſerve not the ſacraments, they were greatly amazed, 
and anxious to know if they were Gllen 5 
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1 ly. There is no fund for their ſupport, except the col- 
lections at church, and theſe are exceedingly trifling. 

_ Thoſe whoſe circumſtances permit it, are charitable, not 

only to the begging poor, but to families in diſtreſſed cir. 


Theſe are owing partly to peculiar local circumſtances, 


The 8 are, at 8 very few 1 
poor in theſe pariſhes, ſeveral of them having died late. 


cumſtances, and . to ſuch as are e by 
ſickneſs 


Diſadvantages and Hindrances to Improvements.— 


and partly to the habits of the people. It would natu- 
rally occur to a perſon, not thoroughly acquainted with 
Te bed end fats 


* The pariſhioners aſſembled at the kirk of Firth to hear the Quakers; 
who, not beginning their worſhip or exhortations immediately, were en- 
treated by an old man to make haſte, if they were to ſay any thing, as the 
gay was ſhort, and ſeveral of the people had far to returns home. 
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ladts and circumſtances, to aſcribe them to the ſmallneſs 
of the farms, and to the ſhort leaſes uſually granted by Z 
the landlords. This, however, would be a raſh, perhaps 
an erroneous decifion. The want of ſtock at ſetting up a 


farm, or being obliged to ſell off cattle for payment of 


rent, diſqualiſies a man from doing juſtice to his land; 
and one with 5 or 6 acres of land, has frequently a bet- 
ter corn-yard than another in the ſame field with 8 or 9 
acres. That the longeſt leaſes in the preſent circumſtan- 
ces of the country, would be of little conſequence, with 
regard to improvements, may be admitted, in a place 
where proprietors of farms, and which have been in their 


families for ſeveral generations, obſerve the ſame mode 
fed, than the tenants in the neighbourhood. Their feu- 
have been feued at the actual rent, when the feus were 
granted. But the rents of neighbouring farms have, in 
ſome inſtances, been doubled ; and yet the tenants live 
as well as the generality of theſe petty proprietors. Good 


| cows, are turned out to the hills and moors, where 


growth ; and the queys are often 5 or 6 years old before 


[wine that run at large from the time the corns are taken 


up every graſs that might grow. 
Ploughing after harveſt is very unuſual. Small as the 


of huſbandry, and are neither better lodged, clothed, and 


duties, to be ſure, are heavy. Their farms, perhaps, 


graſs is much wanted. All the cattle, except the milch- 


they make a ſhift to preſerve life, but are ſtinted in their 
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they have a calf. But there can be no graſs ſown where 
there are neither encloſures nor proper herding ; and to | 
leave land out of tillage, which has been in conſtant tillage 
for ages, produces only weeds. Befides the numbers of ſmall | 
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in till the bear-ſecd for the enſuing crop be ſown, root 


arts are, this occaſions a throng of work 1 in the ſpring. | 
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Should any man be 8 or To days behind his n2ighboury, 
he will have woe enough in harveſt, How ſoon the oats 
are cut down, they are hurried into the yard. All the 
cattle are leſt to their liberty ; 3. and he whoſe corns are 
unripe, muſt cut them down, or expect to have them de. 
= ſtroyed. By the middle of October, hunger and cold 
force home the half ſtarved cattle from the hills; the 
. hill-dikes are too weak to keep them out ; and it 1; 
equally impracticable to poind theſe invaders, as to pre- 
vent their incurſions. They muſt be hunted with dogs 
to the mountains, perhaps after a dozen of them have 
run through fields of ſtanding corn. The hopes of any 
improvement, or better management, are very re- 
mote. The great number of heritors concerned in one 
piece of land, will be found a great bar to improvements 

| whenever they ſhall be attempted. In one town of land, 
as it is called, conſiſting of about 69 acres, and with 6 
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farm-houſes, beſides cottagers houſes, 11 heritors have an 
intereſt. A very few farmers derive ſome conſiderable 
profit, by ſelling peats to the towns of Kirkwall and 
Stromneſs : Others are obliged to fpend moſt of the ſum. 
mer in cutting, winnowing, and leading peats to their land- 
lords. But even thoſe who are not bound to ſuch ſer. 
vices, and who are not advantageouſſy fituated for pro- 
fiting by this article, often ſpend the beſt part of the ſum- 
mer, about what fetches them a ſmall trifle of money ; 
when, in all probability, the ſame time employed in dig- 
ging and leading mar! for their land would give them 
vaſtly more profit, though not ſo immediate. But the 
farm is neglected for a cow's hide, and a few ſhillings, 
or a few ſtone weight of meal, to help to maintain them 
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while employed in the peat moſs. The principal heritc! 
in Stenneſs does not refide in the country, His tenant 
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pay a money rent, and either. the peats they were in tha 
uſe of putting into their maſter's hands, or the price of 
them, at their own. option. They complain of the hin- 
drance to their farming, an and the i injury to their horſes in 
poor paſture, and bad roads, in caſe of rainy weather; 
and yet they chooſe to pay the peats. Some of the people 
in Firth declare they make no profit by this article, and 
yet go on in the uſual way, leſt their neighbours ſhould 
account them thriftleſs. | 

Many of the young people of each ſex,. with cottagers, 
| tailors and ſhoemakers, who are unemployed in ſummer 
m their handicrafts, are all employed in kelp-making. 
| It is ſcarcely poſſible for a farmer to keep a man ſervant, 
or even a boy, without allowing him a month or two of 
the ſummer to go to the kelp; at which work, in a dry 
ſeaſon, they make far better wages than the farmers can 
afford. 

Nothing, however, entries fo PERS to the hurt of 
this place, as the reſort of the Hudſon's Bay Company's 
ſhips to Stromneſs, and their engaging lads from this coun- 
try. A few lads returning with ſome money, make ex- 
cellent recruits for the Company's ſervice ; and the re- 
port of a war makes great numbers ſolicit to go out to 
their ſettlements. The farmers ſervants and ſons leave 
them, to ſpend the prime of life in cold and drudgery in 
the N. W.; from whence ſuch of them as are not inca- 
pacitated by diſeaſes contracted there, return to be farm 
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ers, their ſkill in that line not improved by their abſence, 
: and their habits frequently not caleulated to make them ſuc. 
; ceſsful. Young men, who have learned any of the trades 
needed there, have good wages, and often come home with 


39 


conſiderable ſums of money. But even they generally ſet 
up for farmers on their return; and in a few years, are 


Wo 


commonly | 


= 2 _—_ 
— e a 
0 rh -- — — — = = 

: 5 — 


ws 
4 
_ 
"6 
ip 


„ N 

9 51 

pol 

. 1 4 
13 
. 


f 


134  Statiffical Fey | 


commonly telusel to mean citentaſtazels, Fou, g lads 


| however, who have married before they have any ſtock, 


or can get ſmall farms (as often happens), by going in- 

to the Company's ſervice, are able to remit a trifle to 
their families; and when a man and his wife cannot live 
in peace together, the parties and the pariſh are relievel 


8 from ſach diſquiets ; {A the huſband's : retreat to the 1 
 fon's Bay ſettlements 


Curigſties and Antiquities dh the e pariſh of Stennef 
are ſeveral large erect ſtones, ſome ſtanding ſingle, and 


others in confiderable number, and regular figures. The 


EO number is in a circular form, furrounded with 
a pretty wide and deep ditch, of conſiderable cireumfe- 


rence. Many of the ſtones there are broken and fallen 
down: Their ſize is not large. The largeſt ſtand be- 
| tween the kirk of Stenneſs and a cauſeway over a narrow 


and ſhallow place of the loch of Stennefs. Four of theſe 


form a ſegment of a circle ; and it is probable there has 


been a complete ſemicircle, as ſome ſtones broken down 
| feem to have ſtood in the ſame line. The higheſt of 


thoſe now ſtanding is about 18 feet above the level of the 
ground. At a little diſtance from theſe, is a tone with 


2 hole of an oval form 1 in it, large _— to admit a man's 


head 


* The varit of flax « allo a great diſadvantage to this place. Were it 


_ cultivated, and the ſheep properly taken care of, there cannot be a doubt, 
but thecircumſtances of the people would be greatly meliorated. At pre- 


ſent, both wool and. flax muſt be bought at very high prices. A lint- 


mill would be very uſeful, and a great encouragement to the raiſing of 


flax, were any. conſiderable proprietor to encourage the cultivation of this 
uſeful article. But much good might be done by perſuading a few of the 
moſt ſenſible farmers to ſow ſome flax-ſeed. The trifling expenſe of pur- 


chafing a little ſeed, and a hand brake, would operate as a premium. By 
this practice, another advantage might be expected, viz. additional work 


for the winter ſeaſon, which would be for the benefit of the morals, 39 
well as the intereſt 62 the people, 
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bead; from which hole to the outſide of the ſtone, on 


one fide, it is ſlender, and has the * of being 


worn with a chain. 


Cloſe by the above mentioned circle of ſtones, are ſe- 
reral tumuli, evidently artificial, ſome of them raiſed 


pretty high, of a conical form, and ſomewhat hollow 


upon the top. About half a mile from the ſemicireu- 
lar range of ſtones, is another beautiful tumulus, conſi- 
derably larger than the former, around which has been 
a large ditch. This laſt is diſtin guiſhed by the name of 


Meſow, or * Meſe-how. | 


Guthrie mentions ſome Roman fbule to have been 


found in Stennefſs. 


reported to have been the occaſion of this action. Up- 
on the 18th of May 1529, in the reign of James V. John 
Earl of Caithneſs, pretending ſome right to Orkney, 


called the Moſs of Bigſwald, where the Earl and moft of 


* In this country, how is of the ſame import with knoll, or know, in 


other parts of Scotland, and is applied to elevated — vey are 
tfcial or natural. 


Memorable Events.—In the neighbourhood of Gar. 
miſton, in the pariſh of Stenneſs, in the fide of a peat- 
moſs, are ſeveral heaps of earth, ſaid to be the graves 
of thoſe who fell in a ſkirmiſh, at what is called the 
Battle of Summerſdale, or Bigſwell. The following is 


came over with troops to ſeize it, landed at Howton, and 
proceeded to Summerſdale in Stenneſs, where they were 
beat back by the Orkney and Shetland people into a place 


the people were killed, and the reſt taken priſoners. Num- 
bers of their bones, and part of their clothing have been 
dug up, which was black when firſt got, but ſoon fell in- 
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| that ſkirmiſh; and that a ſtone is yet to be ſeen, upon a green ſpot ih 
| the one or of the other. Wallace, in his account of the Orkneys, ſay; 
The Earl of Caithneſs aad the Lord Sinclair, came with a great army by 


tea, into Orkney, to have taken poſſeſſion of it, as of a country to which they 
pretended ſome right; but the people of the country, under the commanſ 


called Summerſdale, that his whole army was wholly diſcomfited; the 


| leader, drowned himſelf afterwards.” 


faughter of the Earl of Caithneſs, found in a benennt Papers in * 
land, is a ſufficient proof of this fact. 


> ſpec'ale grace, to have reſpitt, ſuperſedit and delayit, and be yir or. let. 
ward Sinclair of Strome, Magnus Sinclair of Werſetter, Johnni Sinclair of 
rally all and ſundry uyeris perſoninis kynenſmen, freyndis, affiſtar 
land, being wt yame in cumpany at ye comitting of any crymes, and 


art and part with yame yr intill in any tyme bygane befor ye day of ye dai 
of yir prtis, fort art and part of ye convocation and gadering of our leiges 
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. tuft. The Okseymen were tointuarlited by 4 Sir James ig li 


Binclair, natural ſon to Robert Earl of Orkney +. ſent 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —There are 4 tryſts in the The 


year for horſes and cattle, to the great convenience of the 


th BN Kit! 
I Tt is ſaid, that the Earl of Caithneſs and Lord Sinclair were killed u 


Garmiſton, near Bigſwald, which was placed over the grave either of 


of Sir James Sinclair (natural ſon to Robert Sinclair, the laſt Earl of Or 
ney of that ſirname), encountered the Earl with ſuch courage, at a plac 


Earl himſelf, with $00 ef his men being killed; and the Lord Sinclair, 
with all the reft, taken priſoners.” Wallace adds, poor Sinclair thei 


The following reſpite, in favour of Edward Sinclair and 3 for the 


James, be the grace of God, King of Scottis, &c. Wit ze we of outt 
teris in ye law, and be ye law ſpe alie reſpittis, ſupercedis, and delays Ed. 
Tollap, William Sinclair of Houſe, Olive Sinclair of Helura, and gene- 


ris, adherentis, partakouris and complices wt ye ſaid Edward, and pet. 
fones above written, dwelland wt in ye yles of Orkney and Zet- 


in arrayit battle agains umqu Johnni Erle of Caithneſs, and for art and 


part of ye ſlauchter of the ſaid Erle, and his fre yndis, F and part of 
kours being wt yame in company at yt tyme, and for all uyeris ſlauchte- ** 
ris, mutilatiouns, oppreſſiouns, reiffis, for thot fellonies, treſſonis, crymes, 
tranſgrefſiouns and offenſis quhatſumever comittit and done be yame 0 * 


227 of Fame, or in any uy er Fart, or place wein or realm, in ony time; 
bygane 
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Kirkwall te Stromneſs, runs through theſe pariſies; 


which, though repaired every other ſummer, where moſt 
needful, is, notwithſtanding, very bad in winter. There 
ate two burns exeſſing this road, which ſtand greatly in 


need of bridges: The other burns eroſſing it have bridges 


of ſtrong planks of wood, properly fixed together. There 

is a bridge at the ſtrait, which joins the loch of Stenneſs 
with the ſea, of large and ſtrong logs of wood laid acroſs 
the openings between the ſtone pillars. - It has never been 
properly finiſhed ; and, having no railing at the ſides, 
young children and weakly people run no ſmall riſk of 
being blown over, and drowned. For 2 miles above this 
bridge, to a ſtrait where there 1s a cauſeway, the loch is 
brackiſh, It extends up the country nearly 5 miles far- 
ther, is of conſiderable, though various breadth and 
depth, and abounds with trout and eel. Swans frequent 
this loch, and the Bay of Firth, in the winter ſeaſon. In 
this bay, excellent oiſters, and of a large ſize, are found 

in tolerable plenty; they are ſold at 1s. the hundred. 


Owing to the diſtance from the open ſea, and the avoca- 


bygane before ye day of ye dait hereof. Treſoun in or own proper perſone 


of ye dait of yir prtis, to indure but ony re vocatioun, obſtacle, impedi- 
ment, or again calling quhatſomever. Ke... 


ler, and his accomplices, for ye ſlauchter of ye Erle of Cathneſs, & c. 


13 


a TIPROR held in the rariſh of Firth, There 
is likewiſe a flate quatry, but not much wropght at pre- 
ſent, and excellent flag, very ſerviceable to thefe, and 
part of the neighbouring pariſhes, for raofing their houſes, | 
They are laid on loofe, covered with a Httle thatch, and 

the whole kept tight by heath ropes, A road from 
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allenarlie, exceptit for ye ſpace of nyntine yeres next to cum, efter ye day 


Marked thus on the back.---One nynetene yeris 1 to 1 Sin- 
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tions of the people, : unavoidable in the ſummer months, 
ſcarcely any fiſh are caught. In the month of Noven, 

ber, ſome fillocks, or young cole fiſh, are got; and this 


zs all the benefit, in the * We derived from our, 
tuation on the — coaſt. 


0 Sha Stipend, &c.—It is difficult, on account of th 
numerous ſervices, to aſcertain the real rent with accy. 
racy. It may be between g5ool. and 600l. Sterling.—The 

manſe is about 50 years old, and has lately been repai. 
| ed. The ſtipend is worth about 601. at an average, er. 
cluſive of the * CORES 
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NUMBER X. 


PARISH or KILNINIAN. 


(Counry a AND : Sung oF Azoris, Pansprreny AND 
ISLAND or MULL.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ARCHIBALD M*ARTHUR. ” 


A 3 N | - 8 N 
I a FI. +4 7 * 2 - 3 | rg — 7 " — L . 
C Ng. : . F 2 Wh: l 


Nane Situation, und Extent. 


T Ps pariſh, e of las. extent, dves not farniſh 
FY much matter for a ſtatiſtical account. It ſeems to 
have got its name from ſome reputed ſaint, called Ninian, 
of whom there is now no tradition remaining in the place. 
The form is a broad peninſula, lying N. W. from the 
iſthmus, where the large iſland of Mull is almoſt cut into 
2 nearly. equal parts, by a deep bay from the Atlantic, 
called Lochnankell, or Lochnangaul, which penetrates 
into the country fo far, as to be ſcarce 3 miles diſtant 
from the E. coaſt of the iſland at Aros Bay, on the Sound 
of Mull. In the mouth of Lochnankell lie the Iſlands of 
Ulva, Gometra, Little rr and Staffa, all of which 
8 2 are 
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are inhabited, and belong to this pariſh, together with 
dluſter of ſmall uninhabited iſlands, called the Iles of Treif. 
niſh. Excluſive of all theſe iſlands, excepting Ulva and G 
metra, this pariſh is computed to be 12 miles long, and 11 
miles broad, ſurrounded on all ſides by the ſea, excepting 
at the iſthmus already mentioned, which, together with 
| Lochnankell, divides this from the pariſhes of Toraſy 
and Kilfinichin on the 8. To the W. of Kilninian ar: 
the iſlands Tiree and Coll; the former at the diſtance « 
about 6 or 7 leagues, the latter about 3 leagues fron 
land to land. At a much greater diftance to the N. au 
ſeen the iſles of Canna, Rum, Egg and Muck; and near. 
er hand, is the point, or head land of Ardnamurchan, be. 
ing the W. extremity of the main land of Scotland. Tv 
the E. the Sound of Mull divides this pariſh from that 
of Morven. In the county ceſs-book, the valued extent 
of the pariſh of Kilninian amounts to 138 merks land, of 
which only 6 5 have been ſurveyed, and found equal to 


25,644 acres : So that the whole pariſh cannot be mul | 


below 5 80 acres of ground. 


erer, Soil, and . K appearance 
of the land is hilly, and theſe hills are, for the moſt part 
covered with heath ; but there are no mountains of re 
markable height. What is called arable land, lies, fo 
the moſt part, near the ſhore. The more inland parts art 
tion of moſs and barren heath. The ſoil, in general, 1 
but barren, being a light reddiſh earth, or a mixture d 
moſs, with little depth, and much under water. Tit 
fpots which deferve a more favourable deſcription, art 
in proportion, few and ſmall. The ftate of agricultur 
is very backward, owing chiefly to the rugged face of ti 
ground, and forbidding nature of the climato. Very fen 


Carts, 


Of Rima =: 


carts, or even ledges, are uſed, Some gentlemen have 


begun to uſe the two-horſe plough, but hitherto rarely 
without a goad's man, The common crop is a very in- 
ferior kind of oats, which the inhabitants call ſmall oats. 


They begin ſowing them about the 20th of March; and it 
is the beginning of October, and ſometimes later, before 


2 bolls go to make one of meal. Barley is fown about the 


end of April, and is ripe about the middle or end of Au- 
guſt, It returns from 6 to 10 ſeeds; and when ſown in 


old ground, manured with fea-ware, and laboured with 


the ſpade, it produces ſometimes 16 fold. Potatoes are, 
for the moſt part, planted in beds by the ſpade, and make 
the chief ſubſiſtence of the poorer fort, for 3 quarters, or 


10 months of the year. The returns are various, aecord- 
ing to the manure and labour expended on them; but 


that they are far ſhort of the returns from this root, in 
other parts of Scotland, is evident from this circumſtance, 


that ſome families, in this country, find it neceflary to 


plant from 30 to 40 barrels of them yearly, for their 
own conſumption. Till the late act, obliging diftillers 


| of ſpirits to take out a licenſe, the manufacturing of 
barley into whiſky, was by much too common a prac- 


tice in this country; but the number of ftills have, finee 


that period, been greatly diminiſhed, much to the advan- 
tage of the country, and, it is — without any loſs 


to cons revenue. 


Climate, &c.— The climate of this Alana i is very rainy: 
and, according to the general perſuaſion, it has became 
much more ſo of late years, than formerly. Severe gales 
of wind, from the W. and N. W. are frequent. Our 
Winters are, for the moſt part, much more temperate and 


mild, 
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mild than in the inland parts of Scotland. The prong 
is ſeldom wholly covered with ſnow; nor are the froſty 
of any long continuance ; but our ſummers are often to 
be complained of, as too rainy and cold, and of ſhort con. 
tiuuance. Yet the climate, upon the whole; is not unf. 
vourable to health; many perſons live to the age of be- 
tween 80 and go, and a few have exceeded go years 
who died in the preſent incumbent's time. The moſt 
common diſtempers are, colds, rheumatiſms, and 2 
pain in the breaſt, or pit of the ſtomach; all of which 
may, perhaps, be attributed to the poverty of diet 
and clothing, not leſs than to the moiſtneſs of the 
climate, as the richer fort are leſs frequently troubled 
with ſuch complaints than the poor. The laſt is ſo com- 
mon, as to have obtained, in their language, the name 
of the part affected, viz. beul a mhaothain. | -» 


1 Roads and Bridges, Sc. — The roads through this pa 


riſh are, in many parts, very bad, and the improvement 
of them proceeds but flowly. This may be partly the 
fault of -proprietors, who pay mr-h leſs attention to the 
making of proper roads, than the importance of ſuch im- 
provement deſerves. But the frequency of hills, great 
or ſmall, as alſo of rocks or moſſes, which occur on moſt 
of the lines of roads in this country, is the principal ob- 
ſtruction. The fund allowed, and the money collected for 
roads and bridges, is fo diſproportionate to the extent 
and ſurface, and to the expenſe requiſite for overcoming 
theſe natural impediments, that it will take many, many 
years, before they can be brought to any tolerable per- 
fection. At preſent, there is but one bridge in the whole 
pariſh, though there are many torrents interſecting the 
roads, which a few hours of heavy rain will render im- 
paſſable, till the ſky clears again, Another bridge is 

now 
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now es to be built at Tobermory. But 3 we 
are behind many of our neighbours in bridges and roads, 
the people have, within theſe 30 years paſt, made conſi- 
derable progreſs in other uſeful improvements, particu- 


larly in encloſing ground, and building more comfortable 


dwelling houſes, 15 5 which there 1 is a 3 taſte. 


Laker, 1 e wi are ; Jakes i in the pa- 


riſh, all of them abounding with excellent trout. Our 
rivers are not confiderable for the body of water; yet, 


at the mouth of 2 or 3 of them, a few fine ſalmon are 
found in the ſummer ſeaſon. The ſhores are, for the 
moſt part, high and rocky; yet not without many open- 


ings and flats, in ſome of which are found banks of ſhell, 
crumbled into ſand, which is much uſed for manure. In 
this, as in moſt Highland countries, the cuſtom is, to con- | 
fine cattle in folds during the ſummer and autumn nights; 
and the ſpots thus manured, are called Tathfields. When 
a tathfield is thinly ſtrewed with this ſand, in the month 
of July or Auguſt, it produces 4 or 5 crops of ſuch oats 
as are raiſed here, and would give more, if followed fur- 
ther; but if a greater number of crops is taken, or if 
the ſand has been laid on without a mixture of other ma- 


nure, it ſoon impoveriſhes the ſoil. The ſmall tenantry 
have ſometimes, through ignorance or avarice, ſo run out 


ground, by ſuch management, as to render it almoſt per- 


fectly uſeleſs for many years thereafter. What is moſt 
remarkable in this ſhelly ſand, is, that, for a few years 
after it has been laid on, daifies and white clover appear 
in ground where they were never known before. On 
the coaſts of this pariſh, ſome ling, cod, ſkate, mackerel, 
flounder, lythe, ſeath, perch, dog-fiſn, &c. are found, 
but not in any great quantities. The herring ſometimes 
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appear at Lochnankell, but ſeldom make any long 4 
or are caught in quantities worth ſending to market. Om 
coaſt furniſhes variety of ſhell-fiſh, vis. oiſters, lobſters 

__ etabs, ſpoutfiſh, clam, limpets, wilks, &. There are all 

many otters, ſeals, porpoiſes, befides moſt of the ſea-fowl 
that are common on the weſt coaſt of Scotland, whethe 
natives of this aa or birds of paſſage. 


. Boats, and Fervier—The a karkba 
is Tobermory, at which a village has lately been ered. 
ed by the Britiſh Society for improving the coal. 
North of Tobermory is the Bloody Bay, and 8. of it the 
Bay of Aros. Theſe 3 harbours are on the Sound « 
Mull. On the weſtern coaſt of the pariſh ate the Souni 
of Ulva, the Bay of Soribay, Bty, or the Bay of Glack 
nangallan: All theſe are reckoned ſafe anchoting ground. 
On the Iſle of Gometra, are two harboars, one facing the 
S., and one the N.; and both reckoned ſafe and good for 
_ coaſting veſſels. On the N. fide of the pariſh, are the 
_ creeks of Laorin, Lorkmingary, Pollaach, Croig, ani 
| Bay of Calgary, which laſt opens toward Tiree. In the 
whole pariſh, there are not above 3 or 4 boats of a large 
ſize, which carry coaſtwiſe for freight; but ſmall yawlz, 
for fiſhing near the ſhore, and other purpoſes of convenien- 
ey, are very numerous. There have been, for ſome year 
back, ſometimes 1, ſometimes 2 packet-boats, which 
run from Greenock to the village of Tobermory, calling 
at the interjacent harbours: But as they are private pro- 
perty, and have no encouragement from the public, the 
time of their arrivals and departures muſt depend on the 
buſineſs that offers. Mr. M*Lean of Coll has, at his own 
expenſes, eſtabliſhed another packet-boat, which goes re- 
gularly once a week from his eſtate in this pariſh, to the 
6 X Iſland 
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Iſland of Coll, returning next day. The ferries from 
this to the neighbouring pariſhes, are 2 to Morven, 1 to 
Ardnamurchan, and 1 to the pariſh of Kilfinichen. The 
communication with Tiree, and other Wands, is s only by 


occaſional boats or  vellels. 


Tie Srock.—The live Rock of the whole pariſh, as 
nearly as can be conjectured, without numbering them, 
may be about 3000 head of black cattle, of all ages; 


450 horſes, including mares and followers ; 4500 ſheep of 


the South Country kind, beſides a conſiderable number of 


the ſmaller * Kind. 


Population Eee, —According to Dr. Webſter 8 report, 


the population, in 1755, was 2590. The total number 


of ſouls, according to a liſt taken laſt winter, amounts to 
3281. Total number of baptiſms, from January 1. 1792, 


to January 1. 1793, was 96; of which 45 were boys, and 


51 girls. Total number of marriages in that period, 32: 
But, according to the parochial regiſter, the annual ave- 


rage of e is but 80, and of marriages 22 


Poſt Offices, Sheriff Court. There are 2 3 offices i in 


this pariſh; 1 at Aros, and 1 in Tobermory. The ar- 
rivals and departures are 3 times a-week. There is alſo 


a ſheriff-ſubſtitute court, lately eſtabliſhed at Tobermo- 
ry, for the regular adminiſtration of juſtice. This muſt 


turn greatly to the advantage of the iſland at large; as, 
C6 FT . before 


* There is little doubt, however, chat many baptiſms of the pariſh have 
not been entered upon the regiſter, both becauſe of the act impoſing a tax 
on entries of this kind, and becauſe it is a practice with people, who live 


at a diſtance from the pariſh miniſter, to apply occaſionally to other cler- 


zymen, for the benefit of that ordinance. There is no account kept of 
burials, becauſe of the number, and great diglances of the places of Inter 


Ment, 
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tance of at leaſt 60 miles, beſides ferries. This would 


RD to obtain legal redreſs, 
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before this eſtabliſhment, there was no magiſtrate, ex the 
cepting juſtices of the peace, nor any regular court of 
law nearer us than the borough of Inverary, at the dif. 


make a poor man ſuccumb to injuries, rather than attemp: 


Rental and Heritors.—The whole valued rent of the 

_ pariſh is 3291. 3s. Sterling. The real groſs rent, a 
preſent, is not below 3ocol, The Duke of Argyll is pa. 
tron, and principal heritor. His Grace has a chamber. 
lain reſiding at Aros, who manages the buſineſs of hi; 

| eſtates in the whole of Mull and Morven. There are 0- 
ther 5 heritors of this pariſh, 2 of whom reſide therein, 
and 1 nigh it. The Britiſh Society, for improving th; 
coaſts, &c., have a property alſo of about 2000 acres ncar 
their village of Tobermory ; byt the far greater part i; 


ge” of t 
hill or moſs. The ground fit for tillage, lying in detack: ter 
ed ſpots near the harbour, is not conſiderable, either for any 


extent or quality. 


Village of Tobermory.— The above ſociety began to % 
form this village in the year 1788; and a cuſtomhouſe, MW © 
and poſt office, were eſtabliſhed there in the year 1791. 
The village now confiſts of 15 houſes, built with ftore if ., 
and lime, 2 ſtories in height, with ſlated roofs, and of Wl vou 
between 20 and 30 thatched houſes, 1 ſtory high. Tie bel 
population is about 300 ſouls. In this village are a fen 
people, who follow the mercantile line, and ſerve tl 
ſettlers and neighbouring diſtricts in goods imported frou Ml et 
the Low Country. A boat-builder alſo, and a cooper, arou 
have ſettled there, and find pretty conſtant employment 
in the building of boats, and making of barrels for the 
 Eſhery: And there is a confiderable ſtore of ſalt kept 
there, 
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chere, for ſupplying the buſs and hank aber, 3 in the Ah. 

ing ſeaſon. In the year 1792, there were 47 veſlels and 

boats cleared from this cuſtomhouſe, for the herring-fiſh- 

ery; and as they were ſucceſsful laſt year, there is cauſe | 
to hope, that the number will be greater this ſeaſon. 
There are, of other crafts, 1 ſmith, x wright, 2 tailors, 2 
ſhoemakers, and 3or 4 ſmall inn-keepers; alſo a corn-mill 
with a ſufficiency of water to work machinery, to a conſi - 
derable extent, in all ſeaſons. Tobermory poſſeſſes the ad- 
vantage of a ſafe, capacious harbour, fituated in the tract 
of the ſhipping, which pals from the weſtern parts of Bri- 
tain to the northern countries of Europe, and has an 
eaſy communication by water, with the fiſhing lochs, in 
one direction, and with the Frith of Clyde, Liverpool, 
and other confiderable towns, in the other. : This, it 


muſt be allowed, is a favourable fituation, not ouly for 


the proſecution of the fiſheries, but alſo for other branches 
of trade. Hitherto, however, no perſon of ſufficient en- 
terpriſe has attempted to introduce into 'this ſettlement 

any kind of manufacture 


T 2 77 nale. 


» * great wälen to attempts of this nature, was [thi tax upon 
coals carried coaſtways; of the abolition of which, we have now happily a 
near proſpect. | Whatever good effect may be produced by the abolition of 
ſo heavy and partial a tax, till the country feel the benefit of this intend- 
ed relief, it could not be expected, that any conſideral-le manufacture 
would prove ſucceſsful, either at Tobermory, or any where elſe, through 
theſe weſtern iſles of Scotland, becauſe their only fuel was turf or peats, 


| cut and prepared, even in the beſt ſeaſons, at a great expenſe of time and 
| labour, and liable to be totally loſt or uſeleſs, when the ſummers prove 


very rainy, which is frequently the caſe, and ſorely felt. Beſides this, the 
extreme barrenneſs of the ground at Tobermory, and in the countries 
around it, muſt for ever retard the progreſs of trade and manufactures in 
this vilage, unleſs the ſociety, who have founded it on the moit patriotic 
principles, continue to cheriſh it with peculiar care and liberality. With 

this 
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Wa ee s &c.—Excluſive of thoſe ſettled af 
3 che nn. there are of STONES.” in the n 3 


ſmiths, 


| this view, r aid ſhould be done to nada the acceſs by land to this 
place leſs difficult, and the condition of the inhabitants there, more eaſy and 
comfortable. As the circumſtances of the country do not, at preſent, af. 

ford the advantages of aregular market, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary, that 

| ſettlers in this village, ſhouldjhave ſpotsof ground allotted to them, for fur- 
niſhing ſome of the moſt neceſſary articles of daily conſumption, and theſe 
ſpots ſhould be let at ſuch moderate rates, as would be not only an 
inducement, but even an encouragement to perſons of ſome ſubſtance and 
_ enterpriſe to ſettle at this place. Inſtead of this being the caſe at preſent 


2n univerſal] complaint prevails among the inhabitants of the dearneſs of 


the rent, which the ſociety exact for their ground there, It is not to be 
wondered at, that the gentlemen, who have the direction of the ſociety" 
affairs, and who, perhaps, only know the Highlands from the curſory ob- 
_ ſervations of a ſhort tour made by themſelves, or others, in the fineſt ſum- 
mer weather, are apt to form too favourable an opinion of the general vi- 
| Jue of land in this part of the kingdom. They have themſelves, it is like- 
ly, been in the habit of ſeeing land let every year, at the rate of from 20. 
to 408. an acre, perhaps at much more; and it is natural for them, there · 
ſore, to think, that ſufficient allowance is made for the difference of quis 
lity and ſituation, when the lands about Tebermory are let at about 55. an 


| acre. This, however, will be found a miſtaken notion; and when theſe 


reſpectable characters ſhall have acquired a more intimate knowledge df 
the extreme meanneſs of the ſoil about Tobermory, its barrenneſs as to 
produce, and its diſadvantages in regard to climate, and acceſs to manures 
as their great object is to relieve and aſſiſt the people, there is no doubt, 
but they would judge 55. an acre too great a rent to be demanded in 
the infancy of a remote eſtabliſhment, ſo circumſtanced. 
ration of what has been now advanced, 


In corrobo- 
let it be conſidered, that! 
| ſmall Highland cow cannot be kept alive upon leſs than 6 or 7 acres of 
the common run of land about Tobermory, beſides a great dea! of la- 
bour and expenſe, in finding winter proviſion ior her. And if to this 
added, the expenſe which her owner mult be put to in encloſing his ſmal 
lot of ground, not to mention that of building his houſe, it will appet, 
when every thing is laid together, that his ſcanty accommodation ſtandt 
bim dearer, in proportion to the returns he has from it, than the higheſt 
priced accommodation of ſettlers near large cities in Scotland or England 
where trade and manulacture flouriſh, | 


£ 
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fmiths,, 38 male and 13 female weavers, 1 wright, 
or joiner, 6 boat carpenters, 2 coopers, 14 tailors, 7 
brogue, or ſhoemakers, 6 cowans, or dry ſtone build- 
ers, and 5 merchants. There are alſo 5 change, or 
retailing houſes, 2 licenced ſtills, 1 fulling, or waulk- 
mill, and 8 corn-mills; whereof 3 are of the ancient 
ſimple conſtruction, in which there is but 1 wheel, and it 

lying horizontally in the perpendicular, under the mill- 


ſtone; ſo that the water to turn it, muſt come through: 


the houſe, Theſe are called black mills. From what”. 
has been already ſaid of the ſoil, agriculture, and popula- 
tion of this pariſh, it will be readily believed, that many 
of our people are poor; and it is but too true. The liſt” 
of thoſe who receive part of the public charity, is never 
under 70; and in ſome years, it is between go and 100. 
The only common fund they have to look to for aid, is 

what is collected for them at church on Sundays, toge- 5 

ther with ſome occaſional fines exacted for immoralities. 
The annual amount of both of which, is from 121. to 
151. Sterling: Therefore, ſuch objects, as are able to 

travel, go from houſe to houſe for alms, and ſome of them 
beyond the limits of the pariih; and in this practice, 
thoſe of other pariſhes return the compliment. It is but 
juſtice to remark here, that 2 of the heritors, viz. Mr. 
Maclean of Coll, and Mr. Macdonald of Boiſdale, make an 
annual allowance in money, to the poor in their reſpec- 
tive eſtates in this pariſh, though not ſufficient to main 
tain them without other charities. 


Churches, Stipend, Schools, &c.—There are the ruins of 

7 or 8 ſmall edifices in this pariſh, which, in all proba- 
bility, were chapels of worſhip, in times of Popery. At 
ſeveral of theſe, the precin&s may {till be traced ; and 
there are veſtiges of houſes within the precincts, where, 
=. according 
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te. according to e . who wok Ro in the 
conſecrated ground, were lodged. At preſent, however, 
there are but two churches, or rather houſes for wor- 
ſhip; one at Kilninian, and one at Kilmore, at the dif. 


| tance of about 4 computed, or 6 meaſured miles from 


each other, with a hill intervening, and 2 torrents of wa- 
ter, not always fordable. Both theſe churches were built 
in the year 1754; and though too ſmall for the congre. 

gations, are kept in tolerable good repair. The incum. 

bent, whoſe living is 831. 6s. 8d. Sterling in money, 
with a ſmall money allowance in lieu of manſe and glebe, 
preaches alternately in theſe churches, but muſt go, once 
in the quarter, to the Iiland of Ulva, where he preaches 
in the open air, for want of a church. It was alſo cuſ. 
tomary for him to preach twice in the quarter at Aros, 
_ diſtant 8 computed miles from his reſidence, till the com- 
mittee on the Royal Bounty, about the year 1776, eſta- 
bliſhed a miſſion in Mull; by which the diviſion of Aros, 
together with the outſkirts of the other 2 large pariſhes, 


of which this iſland conſiſts, are ſupplied in ordinances. | 


This miſſionary has only 251. Sterling of ſalary, without 
any accommodation whatever. So parſimonious is the 
proviſion made for the adminiſtration of religious ordi- 
nances, in this part of the country, that although every 
miniſter has parochial bounds aſſigned him, extenſive 
enough to require the labours of 3 clergymen, yet the 
ſtipends drawn by 3, would be no more than an adequate 
living for 2, eſpecially conſidering the perſonal toil and 
expenſe to which they are neceſſarily expoſed, in the dif- 
charge of their function.— The clergy are not the only 
people who have cauſe to complain of this extreme and 
improvident frugality. Schoolmaſters are no leſs aſled- 


ed by it. At preſent, there is but one parochial ſchool 
8 in 
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in this extenſive pariſh. The ſalary is 10l. Sterling, with. 


out any accommodation whatever, not fo much as a 
houſe for the ſchool or ſchoolmaſter. The people, and 


{ome of the heritors, infiſt on its being ambulatory ; and 


for the ſhort period, it can be continued in any one place, 
it muſt be taught 1 in any hovel thz at can conveniently be 


ſpared. It muſt be obſerved, however, that his Grace 
the Duke of Argyll has lately agreed to make ſuch addi. 
tion to the parochial ſalary, as to afford Tol. Sterling for 
each of 2 ſchoolmaſters, to be ftationary upon his ewn 
property, which, it is hoped, will ſoon be carried into 


effect. The Society for Propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge, have 2 ſchools on their eſtabliſhment in this pa- 5 
riſh ; one of which being on the Laird of Coll's property, 


that gentleman gives 4l. Sterling in addition to their ſa- 


lary, beſides furniſhing all the accommodation required 


by them; their other ſchool is in the Ifland of Ulva, 


and they have promiſed a ſalary for a third ſchool at To- 


bermory, as ſoon as a proper dwelling and ſchool houſe, 


with other neceſſary accommodation, are provided for the 


maſter, to be employed there. The want of this ſchool 


is no ſmall hinderance to the progrels and N of 


that village 


* Prices, &c. For many years back, there has been a gradual riſe in 


the price of proviſions and neceſſaries of life, through this pariſh and 
neighbourhood. There are old men alive, who have ſeen the boll of 
meal of this country growth and meaſure, which weighs about 114 > ſtones, 
fold at 5s. or 6s., now it is ſeldom or never under 20s, The meal is of a 
quality much inferior to what is brought from the Low Country. A weth- 


er, of the ſmall country kind, which was formerly got at, from 38. to 4s., 


is now rarely under 78., and often exceeds that price. A cow of the 


imaller kind, fit for ſlaughter, will fetch from 55s. to 31. 10s. The wages 
pt 2 man {eryant a-year, from zl. to 41. x0s., excluſive of what ſhoes he re- 


quires 
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* Exporte and Imports. —The average quantity of kelp 
manufactured annually in this pariſh, is from 170 to 180 
tons. The manufacturing coſts about 308. a ton, and the 
| Kelp i is ſold, in this country, from 31. 10s. to 61. the ton 
according as the market rules. The only other export; 
worth mentioning, are black cattle, ſheep and wool, The 
black cattle, for the moſt part, are ſold lean at a fair 
which begins in this pariſh on the 13th of May yearly, 
and is continued in the other pariſhes of the iſland, upon 
3 different days thereafter, with aday always intervening 
The imports into the pariſh are many, particularly oat. 
meal, ſeed-corn, ſeed-potatoes, leather, ſalt, and a variety 
of merchant goods. The cuſtomhouſe has not been long 
enough eſtabliſhed to aſcertain the annual Average quat 
tity of each. - 


8 cbaracier.— All the people of the pariſh are ed 
the Eſtabliſhed Religion, excepting 2 or 3 obſcure fami. 
lies introduced, a few years ago, from Seuth Uiſt, who 
are of the Popiſh perſuaſion ; and fince their arrival a 
mong Proteſtants, haye got ſo much the better of their 
| bigotry, that they now attend our publick meetings for 
worſhip, as often as they are held near their place of re- 
ſidence. The people, in general, are fond of religious in- 
ſtruction, ſober, honeſt and induſtrious, if they had a ſub- 
ject to work upon. They are alſo humane and chari- 
table, in proportion to their circumſtances. But fron 
this general character, there are many exceptions, © 
might reaſonably be expected in ſo N a diſtrich 
and in a fituation ſo uncultivated, 


Advantage 


quires; a maid ſervant has ſomewhat leſs than the half of theſe wages; 3 

day--'abourer cannot be had under 6d. a-day, and his victuals, or from 
T 0d. to 1 5d. without victuals. Tradeſmen are commonly pald according 
to the quantity of work they perform, 
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Advantages and Diſa 1 pariſh being al- 
moſt wholly ſurrounded by the ſea, the ſhores are of 
great utility, both by furniſhing ſea-ware, for manure 
to the ground, and ſhell-fiſn at low water, particularly 
in the ſummer months, for immediate ſuſtenance, as 
well as by the continual acceſs to look for ſuch other 

ih as are found upon this coaſt. Though carriage, by 
water, may be reckoned a great advantage, to which all = 
the parts of the pariſh have acceſs, yet the unimproved 
bon ate of the country, and poverty of the inhabitants, pre- | 
0g. rent their reaping from it all the benefit that might be 
A gexpected. This inſular ſituation alſo leffens the value of 


ety their exports and live cattle. The ſmall proportion of 
eng arable to paſture land, prevents the people from living in 


a collected Nate, in any conſiderabte numbers; it alſo oc- 
eafions the uniting of many ſmaller farms into 1 large te- 
nement. So that, however great their attachment is to 
their native foil, many individuals, and ſome families, 


mi. Wind it neceſſary to go every year for ſervice to the Low 
who Country; though not a few of them return again to paſs 
| „the winter with their friends. As the herring buſles, 
el Won their way out, frequently come to anchor in the har- 
for Whour of Tobermory, the young men of the neighbour- 
| re. ¶ hood have the opporiunity, which many of them embrace, 
of hiring themſelves on board theſe veſſels, for the fiſhing 
ub. leaſon. Others go in open boats, and bring home what 
ar herrings they can catch, or purchaſe, for ſupplying their 
rom Hon families: and the ſurplus they fell to their neighh- 
I bours. The young women are often employed in cutting 
rich, me kelp ware, in ſummer; and afterward, many of them 
ss to the reaping of harveſt, in the Low Country. It is 
ages 


@ pity, that a people, ſo well diſpoſed for ſupporting 
% chemſelves, by honeſt induſtry, had not greater advanta- 
rom es for doing ſo, with more comfort to themſelves. It 


n Vor. XIV. U may 


LU 
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may be reckoned among the diſadvantages, that ſome of 
the landlords give but very ſhort leaſes, if any, to their 
_ tenants. The conſequence of which is, frequent remy. 
vals, frequent augmentations of rent, and frequent check 
to improvements, beſides the abje& ſtate of dependency, 
in which the tenant is held. Some of the lairds alſo con. 
tinue the old method of exacting ſervices from their te- 


nants; the bad effects of which are obvious to thef 


| ſlighteſt confideration, eſpecially when the number of 
theſe ſervice-days is not limited. Notwithſtanding of al 
theſe diſadvantages, there has been no emigration to Ame: 
rica from this pariſh. TE, 


Curigſities, &c, —We have but few curioſities, except. 
ing the caves and rocks in the Iſland of Staffa, ſo accu- 
rately deſcribed in Mr. Pennant's Tour to the Hebride, 
that it is needleſs to enlarge upon them in this place. At 
| Aros, upon the Sound of Mull, are feen the ruins of z 
pretty large caſtle, ſaid to have been built by Macdonald, 
Lord of the Ifles, who lived ſome time there : But, at 
what period, or how long, I cannot aſcertain *. 

35 ETD 15 OO Language 


lt was evidently intended for a place of ſtrength, built upon a flap 
rock towards the ſea, and looks, as if it had been ſecured on the land fide, 
by a moat and draw bridge. In ſeveral parts of the pariſh, are ſcen hug 
pillars of unpoliſhed ſtone, without figures or letters, from 6 to 10 feet i 
height above ground. In many places, T of theſe is ſeen alone; in other 
5 or 6 of them together, particularly on the height above Kilmore, and 
upon an open heath, in the farm of Teany, where they are diſpoſed into 
kind of circular form. The ſingle pillars are thought to be monument! 
of ſome perſons of note, either ſlain, or buried there; and the erecting a 
them muſt have been a work of no ſmall labour and ingenuity. The c- 
eular ſtones were, probably, places of worſhip, in the time of Druidiſm. I 
his day, the word Clachan, i. e. ſtones, is uſcd in moſt parts of the 5 
| lands 
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Language.—The language commonly ſpoken here, is 


the Gaelic, though the Engliſh is daily gaining ground, 


and would make more raped 3 were N more : 


encouraged * Fo 


General Obfroations a yen 2 general review of the 
deſcription now given of the preſent ſtate and eircum- 
ſtances of this part of the country, there ſeems to be 
little ground to hope for a ſpeedy increaſe of its popula- 
tion or proſperity, but rather the reverſe, unleſs the 
evil be prevented, by ſome change of meaſures, in thoſe 


who are nearly concerned in the direction, and have a 


ſpecial intereſt in the common welfare of it. Were all 


| the heritors, for inſtance, to adopt, and proceed upon 
more liberal and publick ſpirited principles, by fore- 
going a ſmall preſent profit to their families, for much 
greater advantages i in reverſion, they might ns ef- 
C - U 2 13 7 fe& 


lands, as a name for kirk, kirktown, or place of worſhip, At the weſtesn 
{ide of the pariſh, one of the Iſles of Treiſhniſh, called Cairnburg, was of 
old conſidered by the natives, as a place of great ſtrength, and ſometimes 
occupied by a ſmall party, or garriſon. It is a high rock, of ſome conſi- 
derable extent on the top, inacceſſible on all fides, excepting by one narrow 
paſs, Little Cairnburg is a ſmaller rock near it, and ſeparate from it by a 
narrow ſound, to which the ſame deſcription applies, in every other re- 


ſpect. Theſe rocks are faid to have been the boundary of the 2 govern- 


ments, into which the Hebrides were divided, when ſubject to the crown 


of Denmark, called the Nodorees and Sodorees, or Northern and Southern | 
Iſles: And if tradition ſays truth, they ſometimes contended for the poſ- 


ſeſſion of this ſame fort of Cairnburgh, or Cairnbulg. 


* Moſt names of places are evidently of Gaelic derivation, as Tober- 
mory,” the Virgin Mary's Well; © Calve,” an Iſland without the Baſon, 
and which covers one fide of it, ſignifies in Gaelic, Harbour fide ; © Ulva,“ 
an Iſland ſeparate from Mull by a narrow ſound, ſignifies, Ready Ford, or 
Paſs. So © Torloiſk,” is Burnt Hill, and“ Aros” the Manſion, or Boy 


Aon, applicable to the reſidence of any Ny of diſtinction. 
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fect a great and happy change, upon their eee 
eſtates. Were every ſpecies of feudal ſervitude entire 
_ aboliſhed, and the lands let rather below than above their 
intrinſic value, and upon much longer leaſes than 1s noy 
the practice, and the tenants encouraged to raiſe green 
- crops, viz. potatoes, turnips, ſown graſs, &c., and the 
heritors to be at ſome expenſe in diffuſing among their 
people a ſpirit ef virtuous induſtry, and uſeful Know. 
: ledge, particularly by rewarding the moſt worthy with 
| longer leaſes, or otherwiſe, and by erecting and chetſh. 
ing a greater number of ſchools, the face of the country, 
in general, would ſoon aſſume a different appearance; 
| becauſe, in proportion as the people became more er- 
lightened and virtuous, and leſs afraid of extreme indi- 
f gence, they would become more enterpriſing, in ventur. 
ing upon new improvements. Wealth and population 
would increaſe, the village would grow to a flouriſhung 
| Nate, and the benefit of it would extend more and more 
to the whole neighbourhood ; ; and, in fine, this iſland and 
pariſh, which are already no contemptible nurſery ct 


uſeful hands to the kingdom at jorge, would becom 
much more 3 ; 


NUMBER 


pA. 
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1 Situation, Extent, Soil, Surface, &c. 
TS pariſhes are 3 by the Atlantic Ocean 

on the W., and by the Sound of Mull on the 

N. They conſiſt of 5 farms on the main land, and 5 
illands, viz. Luing, Seil, Shuna, Forſa, and Iſle of Eaſ- 
dale. The names of theſe iſlands, lixe many of the He- 
brides, are ſuppoſed to be Daniſh, and particularly thoſe 

; that end with the letter a ; likewiſe all names of places 


that terminate with / are of the ſame origin, as Craig- 
niſh, Deigniſh, Ardtorniſh. The length of theſe pa- 
riſnes, from N. to S., is about 10, and breadth 6 Eng- 
liſh miles, including the narrow ſounds that interſe& 
them, The ſoil and ſurface vary according to the na- 

5 | ture 
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ture of the rock and ſtone with which the ſurface 9. 
bounds. Part of it is black, and part red hazel loan, 
The black is by far the moſt fertile, and generally co. 
vers either ſlate or lime-ſtone, The red loam is com. 
monly mixed with whinſtone, and though in good heart 
is eafily exhauſted. There is a third Kind of ſoil which 
forms the greateſt part of the arable of theſe iſlands; 
' this, though not ſo ſolid as the black loam, nor ſo po- 
rous as the red, is not much inferior in fertility to ei. 
ther. This ſoil appears to be a mixture of pulverizet 
ſtate and lime -ſtone, which, in quality and colour, re. 
ſembles dark clay, that hardens or relaxes in the ſame 
manner, with a few days drought or rain. It produces 
good crops of oats and barley ; but not ſo well adapted 
for potatoes, unleſs in drill, that the ground may be 


kept looſe and open by frequent ploughing, Ro 

| | Produce.— Oats, barley, potatoes, and a little flax, are I > 
3 the only crops raiſed in thoſe pariſhes. But, from ex- 2 
| ” periments lately made by Captain Campbell of Lochend, 5 
ſteward to the Earl of Breadalbane in this country, it = 
appears that turnip would prove a beneficial crop ; and i 

-we have reaſon to beheve, if the ground were properly i 


encloſed, that peaſe and beans, if not wheat, might be 
- raiſed to advantage. Clover and rye-graſs thrive re- 


| | markably well. Red and white clover are natives of + 
theſe iſlands, and turn very rich and luxuriant in col 5 
ſequence of lime or ſhell ſand. Green crops are more Ke 
adapted to this climate than white, becauſe of the heavy 105 

falls of rain in July and Auguſt. Oats and barley, if 
the ground be properly manured, are then very luxu- 
Tiant and promiſing ; but as they lodge early, they ne- 1 


ver yore ſo fertile as in other places where rain is leß 


prev alen; 
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prevalent during theſe months. The ſteward 1 taken 

particular care to introduce the beſt kinds of oats ; the 
early, Blainſly, and Cowpar-grange. But of the moſt 

fertile of thoſe, which is the Blainſly, it requires 5 fir- 
lots, Linlithgow meafure, to make 8 ſtone of meal, The 
return of oats, in general, is from 3 to 4 ſeeds ; barley | 
5, and potatoes 8, when dibbled, but in drill 16. When 
the ſoil is properly manured, the return in oats and bar 
ley is conſiderably better; and therefore the tenants | 
upon Lord Breadalbane's property, are lately reſtricted 
to labour only a certain proportion of their arable ; that 
is, 2 fields, inſtead of 3 formerly ploughed ; which they 
muſt ſoon find to be their intereſt, as it greatly dimi- | 
es 8 labour, and mcreales the return. | 


1 arable Is divided into :nfield and out- 
field, or wintertown. Outfields are manured by teath- 
ing, or confining their cattle in fold during ſummer and | 
part of harveſt. Infields are manured with byre-dung, 
and frequently with a compoſt of dung, moſs, and 
earth, collected in the warm months. There is abun- 
dance of lime-ftone in the pariſh, though not much uſed 
as manure. Tolerable good ſhell ſand may be found 
almoſt in every creek upon the ſhore ; and, of the beſt 
quality, can eaſily be obtained from Colonſa, Mull, 
or Araſaig, at the rate of 4s. or 5s. a ton. | Fallowing 5 
is a mode of improvement ſcarcely known in this coun- 
try; nor is it adapted to the climate, for the frequent 


falls of rain would rather impoveriſh than enrich the 
| Bo HR 


Climate and Diſeaſes. —The wind blows here, at leaſt 
two-thirds of the year, from the S. and W. It con- 
| ſtantly 
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 ftantly conveys fog and vapour from the Atlantic, which 


OOTY wit! 
make the air generally moiſt, damp, and penetrating; i 0 


but ſeldom proves fatal to the inhabitants, except a fey feſſe 
children carried off by the croup in cold rainy ſeaſons, 2 

The rheumatiſm is the moſt prevalent diſorder in this {eld 
country. It is ſuppoſed to be more frequent fince lin. Iſla 
nen ſhirts have become the ſubſtitute of flannel or plaid- 


| | ar 
ing, which was once the general clothing over the 71 
3 Highlands of Scotland. It is evident that this opinion alia 


is not groundleſs, as flannel ſhirts, in moſt cafes, are the Ba 
| fafeſt and moſt effectual remedy, as well as the beſt an. Th 

tidote for this prevalent diſeaſe. Dropſies are likewiſe 
obſerved of late to be more frequent, particularly fince the 
potatoes have become the principal food of the lower 


claſſes of the people. And certainly, thou gh this uſe. K 
ful and wholefome root contains no hurtful quality, yet * 
change of diet muſt gradually affect and change the con- in 

ſtitution. While many, therefore, whoſe food was more I 


folid in their early period of life, and to whom this root 
was ſcarcely known, but now live by this three-fourths 
ol the year, no wonder though diſorders ſhould prevail 
which were formerly leſs common. But the danger, if 
there is any, I apprehend, proceeds from the drefling 
and imprudent management, rather than from the qua- 
lity ; as the common productions of nature, evidently 
intended for food, are always the moſt wholeſome, a5 
well as the moſt ufeful. Another diforder, commonly 
ealled the locked jaw, is very fatal to infants. It ge- 
nerally attacks before the 8th day aſter birth: if they 
eſcape till the 15th day, they are thought out of danger. 
This diſeaſe 1s ſcarcely known in other countries on the 
main land, But it is a fact, that one-third, at leaſt, of 
all the children, particularly among. the quarriers, die 
5 within 
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Nithin the time ſpecified, It; is ſuppoſed, that this . 

is owing to ignorant midwives. And it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that this complaint ſeldom appears where a bred 
midwife attends. Agues are not known here, and fevers 

ſeldom appear. When they do, they prevail in Luing 
Iſland, the S. end of the pariſh, more than in any other 

part of it. No ſufficient reaſon can be aſſigned for this, 
unleſs that veſſels, which are frequently obliged to an- 

chor there, from every part of Britain, Ireland; and the 
Baltic, may be the cauſe of conveying the infection. 
The ravages of the ſmall pox have abated, fince the 

majority of children are now inoculated with ſucceſs ; 
though ſome {till retain violent prejudices againſt this hap- 
py diſcovery. Gancers likewiſe ſometimes appear : Con- 
ſumptions ſeldom. Thoſe are the moſt common diſeaſes, 
but the people in general are robuſt and healthy. Many 
inſtances of longevity might be produced, as ſome are 
living, and Teverals have died n from 80 to 100 
years old. 


Slate ®uarries. . Faſdale late quarries are well 


bern over the moſt of Britain. They are within a 


few minutes ſailing to every veſſel that paſſes through 
the Sound of Mull, round the weſtern coaſt of Scotland, 


whether bound for. the Baltic, Ireland, Leith, or Lon- 


don. Theſe quarries are not confiried to the Iſland of 
Eaſdale only ; ; Luing and Seil abound with ſlates of the 
ſame quality, and ſafe anchoring ground contiguous al- 
moſt to every quarry, where veſſels of any burthen may 
fafely ride. The quarry price of ſlates is 2 58. each 1000, 


The manufacturing of flates at Eaſdale commenced near 


a century ago. For many years, the numbers of men 
employed were but few, as there was no great demand ; 


Vor. XIV. * nor 


Pe e nd. ee eee oth awe... 
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nor had the e ſullicient ability to carry on the 


pany, who now manage the quarries, having obtained t 
long leaſe, not only of the late, but likewiſe of the 
marble quarry at Ardmady in this pariſh, commence 
the work upon a larger ſcale. The marble quarry hay 
been diſcontinued, though ſome think it mi ight be ſtil 
wrought to advantage. The late quarries were more i tire 
than ſufficient, however, to employ all the hands that Wi The 
were engaged in the marble, the demand for ſlates be. 
ing greater than can well be ſupplied, particularly fince 
the late war with America. The quarriers are of late put, 
increaſed to about 300 men: All theſe, except a few, fue 
have families. Some of them are called quarriers, o- 


tthers day-labourers or feuars. The quarriers are paid 
for the quantity of flates which they manufacture, an- 8 
. nually ; ; ſome of them 1 8. or 128., and others 15s 2 | 
I050, in proportion to the difficulty or facility of work- 
ing, and the expenſe that attends it. The day-labour- * 
ers or feuars have gd. or 1cd. a-day through the year; oo 


and are employed, at the company's expenſe, in opening 
quarries and removing the rubbiſh, From the com- 
pany's books, it appears, that about 5, ooo, oo0 of ſlates 
are quarried annually. Theſe may be manufactured, 
of any dimenſion, from flags of 3 or 4 feet ſquare, to 
the ſmalleſt ſize, if the quality of the quarry is good. 


The workmens wages amounted laſt year to near 4cool. 


Sterling. {hey ſeem to live very comfortably ; many 


th 

of them can eaſily ſave money; and though they ſhould 
be in debt to the company, they are indulgent enough 4 
to allow them whatever is neceſſary for ſupporting their ye: 
wr 


families. The company keep always a ſtore of the ar- 


vicles moſt neceſſary for them, particularly meal, iron, 
coal, 


p 
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4 ſteel, and oper; Their confungpticn of meal 
cannot be under 2000 bolls a-year, all imported, as the 
. farmers can do no more chan fupply them- 


ſelves ". 


Rental. The rent of theſe pariſhes, excluſive of the 
quarries, is about 1600l. Sterling. More than two- 
thirds of the pariih are the property of Lord Breadalbane. 
The extent of his property here, 1s above 7800 Scotch 
acres. The extent of other ſmall properties, cannot be 
exactly aſcertained, as they have not been ſurveyed ; 
but, II imagine, they do not exceed 37 c Scotch acres. 
The whole, therefore, i is about 11, 500. "=o 8 
10 5 3 of whom refide . 


grruite.— Services are - till, in ſome meaſure, exacted. 
* VI Upon 


* The greateſt complaint among them is the dearth and N of - 
fuel. This they muſt purchaſe from the neighbouring farmers ; but, in 
rainy ſeaſons, peats, which are the common fuel, cannot be ſaved nor 
procured in ſufficient quantity, to keep them com'iortable through the 
winter, The duty on coal was a general complaint, nor can the remo- 
val of it effectually relieve the needy in this remote corner, where peat 
and turf are ſcarce, In procuring theſe, not only the poor and tradeſ- 
man, but the farmer, is obliged to waſte the ſummer ſeaton, which 
ſhould be allotted to their various occupations, and improvement in a- 
griculture Happily, however, the general ground of complaint is re- 
moved; and if it ſhould be ftill neceſſary to continue this duty, why not 
impoſe it at the pit? This would be more equitable than ſubjecting 
thoſe who, by their ſituation, are always Mane to the additional ex- 
penſe of freight and inſurance. | 

i Wages, and Price of Labour, &c. —Servant men 1 51. to 61. a- 
year, with ſhoes; women from al. to 3l.; day-labourers 1s. a-day; 
Wrights ts. a-day, with victuals; tailors 8d. a-day ; and maſons 1s. 8d. 
day. The price of proviſion cannot eaſily be aſcertained, where there 
is no regular market. Every one, according to his ability, is obliged te 
purchaſe from his neighbour who can ſpare, and that ſometimes below, 
vat frequently above, the real value. 


* 


2 
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Upon Lord Breadalbane's eſtate, there is little reaſon of i is 
complaint, as bonnage, arrage and carriage, are moſtly 
aboliſhed, except ſome aſſiſtance to his Lordſhip's fadot I men 
or ſteward, in time of peats and hay. But the tenant The 
of ſome ſmall proprietors, complain grievouſly of being 
| obliged to ſerve their landlords, without any abatement Wl 


of rent, when moſt neceſſary, to manage their own work pair 
of the ſame kind. And there is little proſpect of relief, WM (ma 
as landlords think it too heavy a burden to engage the WM yin, 
number of ſervants requiſite to carry on their work *, Lor 
hou 


| 8 Kelp. In theſe pariſhes, about 3o ton of kelp uſed to of 
be manufactured annually. Lord Breadalbane's tenants WW dot 

are allowed to uſe it as manure, or convert it into kelp, 
* as they chooſe. In this they are directed by the "ay cor 
* 85 whether high or low, : # 


1 Talon c. —In theſe iands, there is plenty of ſpring 
| water, but no lakes, except a few that turn ſome corn- 
mills. Two of thoſe, though ſmall, abound with fine 
trout. There is no river in this pariſh worthy of no- 
tice. Public roads are daily improving. Statute labour 
is commuted. There are only 2 or 3 veſſels at ſea from 


* There is another cuſtom which tenants look upon as 5 grievance; 
that is, a yearly tax, or ftent, to ferries, ſmithys, and corn-mills. Every 
tenant, in proportion to the extent of his farm, pays annually ſo much 
corn, meal, beef, and cheeſe, to the ferrymen contiguous to them. They 
pay, ia the ſame manner, to the ſmith for plough irons, and ſhoeing of 
horſes, though they ſhould not find it their intereſt to plough a furrow' 
The moſt of farms are likewiſe thirled to a particular mill, whether con- 
tiguous to them or not. The tenant is obliged to pay multure to the 
miller, that is, every th peck of the produce of his farm, even though 
he ſhould find it convenient to manulaQuee his groin at another mill, # 

| fend it to ma) bet. 


He” 


1 


— 
* 
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this pariſh, and employed in coaſting trade. But a much 
greater number of ſailors, than are ſufficient to man 
them, are conſtantly at ſea on board of other veſſels. 
The mol of pn. are employed! in _ _— 


Church, Stipend, Re —The church f is in wleratls re- 
pair. It was built about 60 years ago; but now too 
ſmall to contain the inhabitants, who wiſh to attend di- 
vine ſervice. There is no manſe upon the glebe ; but 
Lord Breadalbane accommodates the miniſter with a 
houſe. The glebe, when let, paid 41. yearly rent. As part 
of it has been lately improved, it may now be worth 
double that ſum. The ſtipend is 531. 6s. 8d. Sterling, 


without any victual, excluſive of 10. merks allowed for 


communion elements. The greateſt part of the ſtipend 
yas paid in meal and barley, till, in 1798, a proceſs of 
augmentation commenced ; in conſequence of which, 
the victual was converted to money, and the ſtipend ac- 
tually diminiſhed, inſtead of being augmented; and in 
this manner it continues. Excluſive of vicarage in meal 
and money, the victual then paid to the miniſter, was 
3 chalders of meal, 10 ſtone to the boll, and 12 bolls of 
barley, equal to 5 firlots, Linlithgow meaſure, to the boll. 
This is evident, as ſmiths and ferrymen are {ill paid at 
this rate; and ſeveral yet living know, that the miniſter's 
ſtipend conſiſted of the ſame weight and meaſure. Con- 
vinced of this, Lord Breadalbane voluntarily allows the | 
preſent incumb-nt, 20 J. of augmentation yearly. But 
the other proprietors, who value their lands juſt now, 
equal to one-third of the pariſh, pay ory 41. 18s. 7d. 
annually to the miniſter, 
| Population,—Accordig to Dr. Webſter's report, the 
population 


5 ee - 222 
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- population i in 175 5, was 1492. In the month of Mus 
1793, the number of inhabitants was 2060. In in 
the number was about 1750. 


Number of . pre- From 950 to 99, = 55 
fent, 1013 Number of families, 444 
females, 1047 Widows, 1 100 
Under 10 years of age, 595 Widowers, * io 
From ro to 30 years of age, Average of marriages for 
3 FA 818 io years paſt, - 133 
—— 39 to 50, - 368 Average of births, do. 587 


lures, 
whoſc 
"More than one-third of the inhabitants are flate qua: ficien 


riers. 


1 of the Poor. About 50 perſons receive ſome ail 
from the kirk-ſeſſion yearly. All their funds for this pur- 
pofe, conſiſt of about 651. of mortified money; the inte. 
reſt of which, together with weekly collections at church, 
amounts to 241. or 251. a-year. This ſmall ſum is evi- 
dently very inadequate to relieve them. They are al- 
lowed to beg, therefore; and the inhabitants, who are 
_ charitably dilpoled, aſſiſt them as their circumſtances can 
afford. | Py 


4b 1 this pariſh there are 3 public ſchools ; 1 
' parochial one, ſupported by a ſtent of valued land, and 
2 ſchools, ſupported by the Society at Edinburgh for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. At theſe 3, there 
are commonly about 200 boys and girls, taught ane 
writing, arithmetic, and church muſic. 


Horſii 


| bf Killbrandin and Killcbattov. 65 


K orſes. B lack Cattle, & * ſos and mares, with 
their followers, kept i in thoſe pariſhes, a dls about, 18s | 
Black catt'ie, = 78 Ns | 2000 
Milch cows included, - „„ . 


— „„ 7e 
44 Carts, RES . 5 1 5 N | 90 . 
1 „00 
6 Pbeep, till of f late above, 4 3 „0 
for 


But farmers, fiat tenements conſiſt chiefly of . | 
ground, detached and ſcatiered, without ſufficient enclo- 
ſures, found it their intereſt to quit them, except a few, 
whoſe farms are more extenſive. But, if they had ſuf- 
fcient encloſures, and a convenient market, Sir John 
inclair's plan of improvement, by raiſing turnip, and 
caring ſheep, would undoubtedly ſoon prove "oy bene» - 
fictal to this country. 


ur- 

tes Fiſheries, be c. Great ſhoals of herring are 

ch, Neebſerved annually upon this coaſt, in the months of Au- 
vi- {out and September; and always going northward. They 
al- {Wſcidom ſtay long, becauſe of the rapid currents by which 


the iſlands are interſected. There is plenty of other 

kinds of fiſh, and ſea-fowl, that are common upon the 
veſtern coaſt; ſalmon, cod, lyth, and ſeth ; ſhell-fiſh, as 
muſſel, cockle, lobſter, ſpout-fiſh, and oyſters ; ſeals, and : 
diters, are numerous. Small whales, likewiſe, from 20 
bo 24 feet long, are frequently ſeen. A variety of wild 


1 luck frequent this country: The moſt numerous of 
ere hich are, the widgeon, that appear in great flocks from 
18: e end of harveſt till the month of March, They are na- 


tives 
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"Hook of Norway ant Sweden. They are not equal bill! 


the large Scotch duck, 3 in — or A aces 


part 

SITY | _ 

8 Minerals —By Genet 6 made ſome yea other 
ago, by Mr. Raſp the mineraliſt, veins of lead and filye great 


ore, and likewiſe of iron, zinc, copper, and copper depe 


were diſcovered upon Lord Breadalbane's property i 


this pariſh; but not in ſufficient quantity fo encouray Cl 
the pak of anni, are 1 
81 CCC 
— There 10 no antiquity worthy of noticy heig 


in this pariſh, except the ruins of 2 or 3 buildings, ſup⸗ lic, 


poſed to have been erected by the Danes. They wen 
not only uſed as places of defence and ſafety in time d 
war; but it appears, from their ſituation, in view of one 
another, that they ſerved as watch towers, to convey 
fignals, and alarm the coaſt, at the approach of an enemy, 
Thoſe forts are all erected upon rifing ground, that con. 
mands an extenſive view to the right and left along the 
coaſt, and might eaſily convey ſignals by fire. The ruin 
of ſome of them ſtill ſhow their ſtrength to have bee 


conſiderable ; ; nne 6a one erected upon the top of 4 
hill 


The moſt remarkable ſea-fowl to be ſeen here, is the puffin. It is a ſſe. 
ies of duck, of a gray colour. It ſeldom attempts to fly, nor are tit 
wings, which are very ſmall and bare, capable to carry its weight to i 
eonſiderable diſtance. It is almoſt entirely a lump of fat, an@ tales af 
fiſh. The wild gooſe and ſwan appear frequently during the winter, bit 
go farther N. in time of hatching. All the wild and tame fow!s, com- 
monly ſeen in other parts of Scotland, are frequently ſeen upon this coat 
and ſome, that are more rare, particularly the jackdaw, with red bil 
and feet, hatches in this country. We have no foxes, though they we 
very numerous in thoſe iſlands about 40 years ago. Badgers are alſo b. 
niſned. But we have 3 different ſpecies of wild. cat ſtill remaining, th 
are very deſtructive to lambs and poultry. Theſe are the common wilt 
cat, the pole-cat, and martin, 


Vo 


Of Rillbrondin ind Killebatian: 169 


bill in the farm of Ardinamir, in tlie Illand of Laing | 
part of the wall; from 8 to 10 feet thick, is ſtill entire: 
And though many of the ſtones have been removed to 
dther buildings, the quantity yet remaining; is very 
great, and ſhows that the ID of the fort was much } 
wn or: 


Charafler of the People. . Abalitente, i in 8 . 
are not inferior to thoſe of any country in hoſpitality and 
charity. Many exert themſelves; in private, torelieve their 
heighbours, when they are in need of aid; and in pub- 
lie, wherever their help could he expected, their contri- 
bution has been cheerful and liberal. However, though 
hoſpitable; they are jealous of ſtrangers reſiding among 
them. A ſtranger reſiding in the country, many of them 
hok upon as an intrufion and encroachment on their 
right This prejudice is a legacy left by the fendal ſyſ- 
tem, which length of time only can aboliſh. All the 
inhabitants are Proteſtants. There are no ſectaries, ex- 
cept a few, who call themſelves Covenanters, whoſe cha- 
tity is not very extenfive. Charity with them is con- 
fined to the houſehold of faith ; the members of which 
they are at no loſs to diſtinguiſh, and e find them . 
to us few. 
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| PARISH or KILFINICHEN an KILVICEUEN, 


(Cover AND Srxop or Azoris, PxrsBrtERY or 
| Mor.) | 


By the Rev. Mr. Dudal. CAMPBELL. 


Name, a, and Extent. 


T HE ſeveral parithes i into which the iſland of Mul 
| was divided in times. of Popery, were all unitel 
at the Reformation, and called the pariſh of Mull. 1 
was then a part of the preſbytery of Lorn. About the 
time of the Revolution, all that part of Mull N. of the 
Tarbart or Iſthmus at Aroſs was erected into a pariſh, 
called the pariſh of Kilninian. The reſt of the iſland af 
Mull continued to be one pariſh for upwards of 40 years 
after this period, and was called the pariſh of Rols. But 
being too extenſive a charge, a new pariſh was eredted, 
called the pariſh of Toraſay. What remained was in 
_ writings called the pariſh of Kilfinichen and Kilviceuen, 
from two places of worſhip, the one in Airdmeanach, 


called Kilfinichen, and the other in Roſs, called Kiv- 


c2auel 


or 


E Kilfonichen ant Kilticeuen: 8 bbs 


geuen ; - but in the country, it 1s only Lows: i the 
ame of the -pariſh of Roſs, from a large diſtri& of it - 
ſo called. This very extenſive pariſh is fituated in the 
8. W. part of the iſland of Mull. It is bounded on the 
E. and N. E. by a ridge of mountains, which ſeparates 
it from the pariſh of Toraſay ; on the S., an arm of the 
Atlantic, which runs up to Lochaber, ſeparates it from 
the iſlands of Colonſay, Jura, and Ifla, and the main 
land of Argyllſhire; on the W., it is waſhed by the 
Atlantic ; on the N., an arm of the ſame ocean, called 
Lochrankeall, ſeparates it from the pariſh of Kilninian, 
I Lochrankeall, lie the iſlands of Innis, Kenneth and 
Forſa, belonging to the pariſh, and the iſlands of Ulva 
ind Staffa, belonging to the pariſh of Kilninian. From 
the pariſh of Toraſay to the Sound of Icolmkill, which 
ts greateſt length, it will meaſure about 22 miles in 
a ſtraight line, excluſive of the Iſland of I. or Icolm- 
kill, Its greateſt breadth, when it meets the pariſh of 
* is about 12 2 meaſured miles, ke 


Div chow of the Parikh. —The pariſh is divided into 
4 diſtrits, the iſland of I, or Icolmkill, Roſs, Brolaſs, 
and Airdmeanach. The z diſtricts firſt mentioned, lie to 
the S. of Lochſcridain, an arm of the ſea that runs 12 
miles from W. to E. into the pariſh ; and the fourth diſ- 
tri, Airdmeanach, lies N. of Lochſcridain, and parallel g 
to Roſs and Brolaſs. The iſland of I lies in the Atlan- 
tic, and is ſeparated from the W. point of Roſs by a nar- 
rower channel, called the ſound of I. It is about 3 
meaſured miles in length, and from half a mile to a mile 
in breadth, The diſtricts of Roſs and Brolaſs are near- 
ly of equal extent, and ſeparated from one another by a 
ndge of hills, of no great height. They ſtretch in a 

3 Une, 
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line from the found of 1, to the pariſh of Toraſey, o 
about 22 meaſured ate. which, as already mentionel 
is the greateſt length of the pariſh. Their breadth is fru ther 
85 3 to 6 meaſured miles. Airdmeanach joins Brolaſs at the ſepa 
Head of Lochſeridain, and is about 12 meaſured miles irre 
u and rom. 3 to 6 meaſured miles i in breadth, vi. 


5 | Soil and Surface — The EY in 2 preſents 1 yet 
very barren aſpect. Part of it is flat, but the greatel i con! 
part is hilly, and better calculated for grazing than fu are 

| raiſing of crops. The iſland of I is flat, conſiſting of fro: 
heath, green paſture, rocks, and arable ground, Ih har 
: arable ground is very fertile. Roſs i is flat, except when the 
it marches with Brolaſs. The greateſt part of the ſur. 
face is moſs and heath ; clayey and ſandy ſoil make wy 
| the arable land, except where it marehes with Brolal 
' where the ſoil is thin and light. The graſs is in gens 
ral ſoft and good, and even the heath of this diſtrid i 
| reckoned good feeding for cattle. The arable land v 

fertile. Brolaſs has a northern expoſure, riſing in: 
gentle aſcent from Lochſcridain. The ſoil is light, dr, 
and reckoned barren. The greateſt part of the ſurface 
conſiſts of heath and rocks. The part of this diſtrid 
that faces the S., called Carſaig and Tinmore, produces 
| good | ſoft graſs for paſture,  Airdmeinach faces the 8, 
riſing to a conſiderable height from Lochſcridain. The 
ſoil and ſurface are ſimilar to Brolaſs. A part of this 
diſtrict, called Gribun, faces the N., in which the arable 
land is fertile, and the graſs ſoft and good. Adjacent 
to Gribun 1s the fertile little iſland of Innis Kenneth, 

In 2 pariſh ſo very extenſive, there are many thouſand 

acres ; but though it has been ſurveyed to a trifle, the 

incumbent c could not get a copy of the ſurvey. 


<4 + 
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Air, Diſeaſes, Gee Ge. — The air of the pariſh is very 
temperate, but rather moiſt, ariſing from its being ei- 
ther ſurrounded by the Auge or the high hills which 
ſeparate it from the pariſh of Toraſay. The inhabitants 
| are healthy, and attain to great age. Even in Roſs, 
mich is low and marſhy, the inhabitants are healthy : 
4 and long-lived. For thaugh a great deal of rain falls, 
nts yet the gales from the mountains purify the air, and 
eatelMl contribute to the health of the inhabitants. Few diſeaſes 
n for are known except fevers, which are in general brought 
ng ol from the low country, by labourers returning from the 
The harveſt and other works they are employed in during 
hen the ſummer and harveſt. The iſland of I is an excep- 
ſur The inhabitants are not long-lived. Few paſs 
e i 0 * The aſthma is very frequent among them. 


laſs Wl This may ariſe not only from the damp vapours of the 


gens. Atlantic, but alſo from the great quantities of ſea-ware 
A is caſt aſhore, and allowed to rot, which occaſions a very 
d ai offenfive ſmell, particularly in ſummer. The havock 
in made formerly by the ſmall pox is now by inoculation 
dry moſtly done away. The inhabitants of I, Roſs, and Brolaſs, 
face inoculate their children; but the people of eee 
trid e have not as yet got over their piejudices, which occa- 
uces I fions the loſs not only of many young children, but ſome- 
: 5, WF fines of n perſons. 


tis Lakes 5 Rivers. — Three W . in Roſs 
able I are the only ones in the whole pariſh; the largeſt of them 
cent i is not above a mile and a half in length, and about half a 
eth. WW mile in breadth. In theſe there is no kind of fihh ex- 
and WW cept trouts. There are 6 rivers in Brolaſs and Aird- 
the meanach ; but having no lakes for their ſource, and the 
run bort, they are not oonſiderable, except in time of 
ty, | rain; 
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rain; then a great quantity of water is rolled down fhy 
fides of the hills with prodigious force ; the banks ar, 
overflown, and, having no bridges, it is dangerous for 
travellers to attempt to croſs them either a-foot or on 
| horſe-back, and often they cannot be eroſſed either way, 
The incumbent has croſſed them both a-foot and on 
horſe-back, often at a great riſk, and has been ſtopped by 
them for 24 hours more than once, though within a few 
miles of his own houſe. There have been ſome perſons 
loſt in theſe rivers, but none fince the incumbent was 
ſettled in the pariſh. Beſides theſe rivers, there is 
number of rivulets that ſwell in times of rain, and can- 
not be croſſed. In times of rain alſo, a thouſand ſtreams 
fall down the rocks of Burg, and the rocks at Inimore 
and Carſaig. Burg is a head land of Airdmeanach, fan 
eing the Atlantic to the W., and is ſeveral miles in cir- 
cult. Inimore and Ct form a continued ridge of 
5 or 6 miles in length, facing the S. channel. Theſe 
rocks being in ſome places perpendicular, and in all 
places nearly ſo, and ſome hundreds of feet in height, 
the ſtreams euſhing from the tops to the bottoms form 
very magnificent caſcades; and if a high wind blow 
againſt theſe ſtreams, the water is raiſed up L in cal 
like {moke to the ſkies. 


Sea Coaft.—In a pariſh af ſuch extent, almoſt ſur- 
rounded by the ſea, and indented by its arms, and to 
which belong many ſmall iſlands, beſides the ifland of! 
it is not exaggeration when the coaſt is computed to be 
at leaſt a hundred miles. The ſhores may be called bold 


and rocky throughout almoſt their whole extent. Upon 
the ſouth ſide of the pariſh there is only one creek in : 
Roſs, called Portuiſgen, where a veſſel of about 30 tons 
may anchor, but not in ſafety if the weather be ſtormy. 

| Upon 
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Upon the Roſs fide of the ſound of I, Sas: are two 
creeks, the one called the Barachan, and the other Pall 
tairve, or the Bull pond, where veſſels of conſiderable 
burden may anchor in great ſafety, with proper pilots. 
There is a ſand bank in the ſound of I, near mid channel, 
ſo that veſſels paſſing through it, muſt keep within one 
third channel of the iſland of I. Loch-lahich lies E. of 
the Sound of I, at the diſtance of about 3 miles. An 
iſland, or rock, at the entrance, muſt be kept by a veſ- 
ſel entering the loch upon the ſtarboard quarter; but 
with a leading wind a veſſel may ſafely enter between 
this ſmall iſtand and the Roſs land on the W., as this 
channel, though narrow, is deep, and free of rocks. After 
entering the loch, a ſmall iſland at the bottom of it muſt 
be kept upon the larboard. Between this iſland and the 
main land, veſſels, in general, anchor, though there is no 
danger in anchoring in any part of the loch. This loch 
runs about 2 miles from N. to S. into Roſs, and is one 
of the ſafeſt anchorages about the iſland of Mull. A 
ſmall arm of it running W., and called Lochcoal, is too 
ſhallow for any veſſel to anchor in. The whole of Loch- 
ſcridain may be called a road, but the beſt anchoring 
ground is at Kilfinichen, and another place at the heads 
of the loch, called the Narrows, where veſſels may ride 
in ſafety from all ſtorms. The head land of Burg in 
Airdmeanach, and the whole of the north coaſt of the 
ſame diſtrict, is very dangerous. The oy is bold, full 
of rocks, and no harbour. 


F; 15 and Fiſheries, —Great ſhoals of various kinds of 
fiſh ſurround all the coaſts of the pariſh ; ſuch as her- 
rings, cod, ling, mackarel, laith, codling, ſeth, girnot, 
Tock. aſh, or — Kc. Ol flat fiſh, there are floun- 


ders, 


| often, by bad weather, they were long detained from 
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i ders, plaice, foles, turbo, antes, hs: The then "A att 
oyſters, clams, cockles, muſſels, wilks, crabs, partony 
| lobſters, and various others. Seals frequent the coafly, 
Purpoiſes often, and ſometimes whales, come after thy 
| herritigs: To render beneficial to the natives this boun. 
ty which providence freely offered them at their veij 
doors, the Duke of Argyll, fome years ago, divided a fam 
in Roſs, convenient for the white fiſhing, into a number of 


crofts. Here his Grace ſettled ſome families of country N ” 

people; and to inſtruct them in curing the fiſh properly, E 

he brought, at a conſiderable expenſe; ſome families d 4h 
u 


fiſhers from Shetland, and other parts of the north; 
which he ſettled among them. He gave them all the 
moſt liberal terms: He diſtributed the crofts among 
them at a low rent; provided them with boats and line 
gratis, built a ſtorehouſe for the fiſh, and grinded meal 
for their uſe. In ſhort, he provided thew with every 
| neceſſary, that their attention might be ſolely taken up 
with the fiſhing. But ſtill the fiſhing by no means an- 
fwered the expectations that might be reaſonably enter* 
tained of its ſucceſs. The fiſhers complained, with ju 
tice, of the rigour of the ſalt laws, and the great diſtance 
between them and Oban, the neareſt cuſtomhouſe, where 


their families. But what tendered their fituation fil 
worſe, was the low price of fiſh, and the little demand. 
His Grace, to obviate as much as poſſible theſe inconve- 
niences, got an overſeer from Shetland, gave the fiſhers 
a certain fixed price for their fiſh ; but, if it drew more 
at market, they were to have the overplus; and, if lels, 
he alone was to be the loſer. He alſo ſtored ſalt for 
their uſe, for which the overſeer alone was to be anſwer- 
able to the cuſtomhouſe. But after every exertion, hi 

4 SGrace' 
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race's benevolent and patriotic intentions are, in a man- 


re er fruſtrated, and the proſpect of employing, in this 
n anch of induſtry, the many idle hands in the ener 
1 ich benefit to themſelves, and to the community, is 

ts early vaniſhed. The fiſhing anſwered not the idea en- 
un. 


ertained of the ſucceſs that would attend it; and after a 
deal of money ſunk by his Grace, it is now followed one 


Ih + 

y as a by- job“. 1 
+: Various cauſes might he aligned for the fallues of the | 
” hing in Roſs; : and the few that follow, the incumbent 
bh fers, with the greateſt diffidence of his own ability to 
þ udge in ſuch a caſe. The idea entertained by the fiſh- 


men of the great ſhoals of fiſh upon the coaſt, and the 
great profit they were to have, were too ſanguine; and 
nd when they were, in ſome degree, diſappointed, they 
rere too ſoon diſcouraged. The want of markets alſo, 
for other Kinds of fiſh that were caught in great plenty, 
mas a misfortune that could not be helped, as there was 
ho town in the neighbourhood to take their fiſh off their | 
ands. Even the crofts, which the fiſhermen had from 
he bounty of the Duke of Argyll, and which they could 
dot want in ſuch a country, hurt the fiſhing. The firſt 
ears they took ſome time to accommodate themſelves in 
houſes, &c. ; and the ſeaſon for labouring the crofts was 
Yor TV 5 - = . f 


* This failure is the more to be regretted, as it may diſcourage the 
ve: Duke of Argyll from giving any further encouragement to a ſcheme 
ers chat anſwered ſo ill upon trial. It is particularly unlucky upon account 
ore bf the country, as the fiſhing would bring money into it; and no 
people are better calculated for the fiſhing than the natives. Ackeitented | 
to boats from their infancy, by the almoſt inſular fituation of the pa- 
tin, they paſs through the boiſterous ſeas ſurrounding its coaſts, with as 
er- much intrepidity, ſkill, and ſucceſs, as the natives of Shetland. They 
his ere even at the firſt outſet as ſucceſsful in fiſhing, and, in a little 
time, cured equally well as theſe expert fiſhermen. 


[ 
1 
5 
i 
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the beſt for the cod fiſhing in particular. Upon the pro. 


duce of them, the natives could live, in ſome meaſure 


independent of the fiſhing, and the north country fen 
were ſupported by the Duke of Argyll, whatever he. 
came of the fiſhing. The ſeaſons alſo were ſo very fe 


vere and ſtormy, that it was always too late before the 


cod fiſhing could be begun. The firſt year they bega 
it is true, the 1ſt of April, and the next, it may be ſail 
it was the 1ſt of May before a line was ſet. But what 
ever may be in theſe obfervations, the cauſe aſſigned by 
the fiſhermen, which was ſcarcity of fiſh, may be the try 
one, though this might be remedied in good ſeaſons, by 
going to the coaſt of Tay, which is only at the diftang 
of 8 or 9 leagues, and Where the people of Bara get ple 
y ty of dh. 


It would be unpardonable to omit mentioning the e. 


couragement given to the white fiſhing by Lientenat 
Colonel John Campbell of the marines. This gentle 


man rents a farm from the Duke of Argyll, adjacent i 


the fihing village. Being well acquainted with mol 
parts of Britain and Ireland, beſides viſiting many foreig 
countries in the courſe of his ſervice in the navy, he {an 


with regret, how much his countrymen neglected makin 
the beſt uſe of the advantages they enjoyed. He there 


fore reſolved to co-operate, as far as he could, with tit 
humane intentions of the Duke of Argyll. He fitted oi 
| boat, manned it with natives, and, except a little fl 

for his own table, received no other benefit. But thoupl 


they were as ſucceſsful as the other boats, they droppil 


the fiſhing. Perhaps the abſence of the Colonel, who! 


called upon again to ſerve his country, diſcouraged then 
This was a loſs to the fiſhing in general: For the file 


looked upon him as their particular friend; applied i 


by 


5 


„ e le tw al 
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This year the acting was continued to July as 2 Ss . 
tires of F. ping for the year 1790. 


Ditto 8. 


April x. Y 


Ditto 9. 


3 
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him for their wants in the abſence of the Duke of Ar- 
gyll's chamberlain ; and, in all their an, looked 35 : 
to him as to an impartial judge. | 
For the ſatisfaQtion of the curious, an abſtradt i is here 
given of the number and kinds of fiſh caught for 2 years, : 
the time the fiſlking began yearly, and the time it was 
given up. This abſtract was furniſhed by the overſeer 
appointed by the Duke of Argyll. In the year 1789, 
5 boats were employed, and 4 in the year 17 90. | 
flhed 1 in water from 25 to 80 fathoms A 


* 


Ditto 735 Tom 1616 


May 2. 3 | 687 


2 


hd 
* 


2 2 2 8 | | | 
I. 3 i - D : | | : 
828 : | T4441 18 
8 * kt E = 8 E | 

GY 8 3 — 45 
. 1 8 1 
4 Men. 5 April 7.5 | 1078 | 477] 158]---| 62 | 278 
Boat OS. 8 „ ö 
; Men. 3 Ditto 15. | 3 | 620 | 455] 141|—| 24 ] 164 
Boat : | 4 | 3 
« Men. al Ditto 16. | 2 397 | 313] To04j——| 34 | 119 
Boat | | + 54 
5 ＋ 5 { | May 2. N 522 424 89 — 29 | 117 

Ended 6th July. | | | | | 


They 
$1.1 1.1 1,18 
= [5|S[E]S]5 A 
1 "0; l 
225 399] 498 
1344 268 353 
8 195 381 
: 103 242 


This year the 1ſt boat fiſhed only 4 days before the it of Me 2d 
yoat 3 days, and the 34 boat only 2 days. 


It 


* 


. 
— radi 
— 
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133 b a g 


1% S taſical Account 


the ſea, indent the pariſh ; the one called Lochſcriday 
and the other Lochlahich. Lochſcridair abounds i in het. 


dreds of veſſels might be loaded, but want of intelligeng 
| prevented the buſſes from coming in till late in the ſa 
fon, The country people killed great quantities, A 


dually to 2d. : at laſt ſome rotted from want of ſalt, ai 


any great quantity got there in any one year fince th 
| Incumbent was ſettled i in the pariſh. From the fituatia 
of theſe two lochs, Lochſcridair and Lochlahich, and ti 
different quality of the herring caught in them, on 
would be apt to doubt the generally received hypotheli 


_ ſeas, and the ſhoals returning again at a certain ſeal, 
If the herring, ſuppoſe only from theſe two lochs, m 


good at firſt, and make their appearance earlier in tit 
northern than in the ſouthern lochs? Some fiſhers 1 


they remain, till BY gather ſtrength enough to encour 


It has been A obſerved, that 2 | locks, or arms ( 


ring of the moſt excellent quality. In the year 1792, hy 


firſt, the hundred was fold from 6d. to 8d : it fell grad 


1t was entirely given up for the ſeaſon. In the ya 
1793, many buſſes were loaded in this loch. The her 
ring of Lochlahich is not of ſo good a quality, nor u 


of the annual migration of the herring into the nom 


grated to the north ſeas, as the herring of Lochſcridat 
muſt paſs by Lochlahich, they would, in all probability 
mix before their return, and ſome of the fat herring d 
the one loch would mix with the poor herring of th 
other. But this is never the caſe. But if the herruy 

migrated, why not the herring of every loch equal; 


the pariſh pretend to ſay, that the herring never leart 
the lochs, but, after ſpawning, go to the bottom, when 


jor the > irening * 
0 
oth 


* Before the ſubject of the fiſhing is dropped, it may be proper to ® 


*rve the hardſhip the country people ſuffer from the ſalt laws, both 45" 
„555 | | CH 


as if 
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Sea Ware for Manure and Kelp. Upon every part of 
the coaſt, there are various kinds of ſea-weeds, or ſea- 
ware, or wrack, as it 1s called, both for manure and 
kelp, ſuch as bes wrack, lady wrack, black ware, | 
tangle, &. Every kind of ſea-ware is uſed for manure, 
and is found to anſwer the ſoil beſt, probably from the 
great quantity of ſalt, ſea-ware contains, and the cold na- 
ture of the ſoil. Sea-ware is the only manure that an- 
wers moſſy ground. Indeed, for this it is excellent: It 
produces crops from the deepeſt moſs. Button wrack, | 
and lady wrack, are beſt for . and the only Kinds 

uſcd, 


jhe herring and white fthing. Every kind of fiſhing muſt be 3 | 
carried on by them; that is, they can only fiſh when not throng at their 
farming. But even this partial fiſhing, they are reſtrained from by the 
alt laws; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a man will go 4c or 0 miles to 
2 enſtomliouſe for a few baſkets of ſalt, and return again to the ſame cul. 
tomhouſe with the little fiſh he has cured, or perhaps with his little 


lair, without any fiſh at all, Country people alſo, never will go to a dif- 1 


tant cuſtomhouſe for ſalt, till the herring appear in the loc hs, for fear, as 
alte n happens, the fiſhing may fail; and chat having no proper place . 
keep the ſalt, it may, in different ways be embezzled, and they incur all | 
the penalties of the ſalt laws. When the herring appear, the weather may 
de bad, the diſtance to a cuſtomhouſe great, the {alt damaged in their open 
boats, and the herring, in a great meaſure, diſappear, or, at leaſt, much 
valuable time loft before they return home to the fiſhing. There is a cuſ- 
tomhouſe in Tobermory in Mull; but the Oban cuſtomhouſe is as near the 
tae pariſh of Roſs. The caſe is nothing better as to ſmuggled ſalt. The 
ſmugglers will at all times endeavour, by high prices, to inderanify them- 
ſelves for the riſk they run; and, in times of ſcarcity, their prices are very 
high, The incumbent was told, that, in 1792, it was ſold in ſome parts 
of the country at a guinea the barrel: But, however low ſmuggled 
ſalt may be in price, no fiſh cured with it can be fold in open mar- 
ket. If ſalt were duty free, all theſe grievances would be done away, and 
farmers and cottagers would cure fiſh, not only for their own private ule, 
but alſo for ſale. The incumbent does not pretend to ſay, what would be 


beſt for the herring buſles. In all, he ſays, he had only in view the coun- 
oP people. 


tons made the following year in the whole pariſh. Then 
the price was fo low, and the wages of manufacturers f 
high, that, in many parts, even the button wrack w 

- uſed for manure. The price of no commodity in the 
country varies ſo much as that of kelp. It ſometime 


Various reaſons are aſſigned for the Aate fall in the price 
of kelp; ſuch as kelp imported from foreign countries, 
and other ſubſtitutes uſed now where kelp was uſed for. 
merly. The buyers alſo complained, that, in manufag- 


which, beſides the loſs of weight to the buyers, hurt alb 


only by a few individuals, yet it undoubtedly affectel 
the price of kelp. The buyer, however, ought to ob. 
Ferve, that ſand flicks to the ſea-ware, and that ſome 
| ſtones will mix with it in the manufacturing kilns, i 
fpite of all the care and attention of the manufaQuress, 
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- uſed, unleſs the price be very high. Except theſe tu 5 
2 att 3 | 3 | | 3 land 
kinds, every other is very expenſive in manufacturing, a 
produces but little kelp. The quantity of kelp made i 99 
5 the pariſh, varies according to the price it draws. Whey king 
the price was high, and every kind of ſea-ware uſe * 
there were from 130 to 159 tons made annually ; but th 1 
Price falling greatly in 1791, there were not probably 1 - 


whi 
ſucl 


ter. 


riſes to 81. the ton, and ſometimes falls as low as 524, 


turing the kelp, ſtones and fand were mixed with it, 


the quality of it. Though this abuſe was by no means 
carried to the height complained of by the buyers, and 


The Duke of Argyll, upon being informed of this com. 
plaint, gave or gers to his chamberlain to intima e to hi 


_ Grace's tenants, and all the kelp manufacturers upon hi 
eftate, thit whoever was found guilty of adulterating x 
the kelp, would find no ſhelter upon his eſtate, and that 
they would be proſecuted and puniſhed as far as the lay | 


would admit. This will have a good effect upon hi 
Grace! 
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Grace? '; eſtate, a 5 18 worthy OF :mitation by the High- | 
land proprietors of kelp ſhores. Kelp i is of great confe- 
quence to the Highlands in particular, and of ſome to the 
kingdom in general. The manufacturing of it employs 
many of the natives; the price it draws brings money to 
the country, which is again circulated through the 
kingdom at large, and keeps that money in the kingdom, 
which is ſent to foreign countries to purchaſe kelp, and 
fach materials as may be ſubſtitutes for Highland kelp. 
If patriotiſm does not rouſe the proprietors, their own in- 
tereſt ought. The commodities of the country are but 
few ; and of: theſe che beſt uſe ought to be made. 


Mountains and Volcanic 1 — The only 
mountains are thoſe that divide the pariſh from that of 


Toraſay The moſt remarkable of theſe is Beinmore. 


This is the higheſt mountain in Mull, and riſes to a 
great height. Such as have been at the top, lay, Qs. -- 
view is very extenſive, and that in a clear day Ireland 
may be ſeen from it. The headland of Burg riſes to a 
confiderable height from the ſea, and is pretty much of 
2 conical form. All the mountains and hills in the 
country are covered with heath. In many parts of the 
pariſh, there are Baſaltic pillars, like thoſe of Staffa, 
but not ſo large, ſo regular, nor ſo elegant. Many 
broken pillars appear in the headland of Burg, in a 
farm of Roſs, called Ardtan, and in many parts of Bro- 
laſs, and more particularly in Inimore facing the S. 
Channel. In this laſt place, the rocks riſe almoſt per- 
pendicular from the ſea to a great height. In the face 
of theſe rocks the pillars appear. In ſome parts there 
2re 4 ranges ; in others 5 ranges of ſmall pillars appear, 
with ſtrata of rock between each range, The pillars 


are 


— — — 


— 
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are ſmall, nor are the ranges very regular. Seams 9 
coals appear in ſome places. Taking the whole to: 
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gether, the appearance is very pictureſque, particularly 


nin times of ſtorms and of rain, when the ſea rages he. 


low, and numberleſs caſcades fall precipitately down the 
precipices and broken rocks above. Some traveller 
greatly admire the appearance of this ſcene, and allege, 


that the pillars here, and at the other places mentioned, 
are the effects of volcanoes; or ſome violent concuſſion af 
the earth. | : 


* 


' Rocks and Stones. — There are rocks and ſtones of va. 
rious kinds in the pariſh, ſuch as marble, granite, free. 


| ſtone, lime-ſtone, moor-ſtone or whin-ſtone, flags and 
pebbles. A marble quarry was opened ſome years agy 
under the patronage of the Duke of Argyll, in the 
iſland of I, which is his Grace's property. A conf. 
derable quantity of marble was quarried, and ſent ts 
Leith and London; but, a'ter much money was laid out, 
the quarry was given up, for ſome time at leaſt. The 


marble is ſaid to be of excellent quality. The whole 


_ coaſt of Roſs, upon the ſound of I, is granite for ſeveri 
miles. No uſe is made of it, except in building farm- 


houſes and walls. There is lime-ſtone in Carſaig an 


Gribun; but both theſe coaſts are ſo dangerous for ſhip 
ping, that no uſe is made of it. Free-ſtone is alſo found 


in Carſaig of excellent quality. Some of it is uſed by 


| ſeveral gentlemen in the county for their houſes. A 
great proportion of the rocks of Roſs conſiſts of flags, that 


might ſerve to excellent purpoſe for arching of bridges. 
The only uſe they are put to in the country is lintel 
for doors and windows, and building farm-houſes an 


walls. 
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. Pebbles are found in the iſſand of I, of which 
ſeals and leeve- buttons are made. | | 


Mines —Coals appear i in  Uifferent parts of the pariſh. 5 
There is 2 ſeam about 3 feet thick in a hill called Bein- 
an-Ini. Sir Alexander Murray of Stanhope, early in 
this century, purchaſed the hill for the ſake of the coals. 
He began to work them, but his affairs getting into 
iforder, he was obliged to ſtop the work. Sir James 
Riddel of Ardnamurchan, who is now proprietor, made 


2 trial ſome years ago; but, after ſome coals were dug, 


he alſo gave up the work. Different {kilful perſons 
have been viewing it fince ; but what opinion they had 
of it, is not publickly known. The quality of the 


coals is ſaid to be good. A ſeam of about 18 inches 


thick, appears upon the ſea coaſt of Roſs, the property 
of the Duke of Argyll. No trial has been made here ; 
and the reaſon probably i is, that the ſeam would not an- 
ſwer. His Grace ſent à {kilful perſon to view it. The 
incumbent dug ſome of the coals, and they burnt very 
well. Coals alſo appear in Brolaſs and Gribun, the 
property of Captain MLean of Kinlochalvin. 


tale. = high cottotries the hills and moun- 
fains attracting the lightning, it ſeldom does any hurt 
in the low ground; and the damage it has done in this 
pariſh deſerves to be mentioned only as an exception 
from this general rule. Many years befor- the i incum- 
bent was ſettled in the pariſh, a gentleman in Roſs loſt 
2 horſes by lightning. Many of the people of his farm 
received a ſhock, but were not hurt. Not many years 
2g0, a hilly was killed by lightning in another farm in 
Roſs, upon the ſound of I. Some of the people of the 

Vor. XIV. Aa farm 
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farm received * a ſhock, and ſuch. as were ſtandiup a 


| Ladder's Cave. It took. its name, as tradition goes, from 


for the bottom, which was then thought impoſſible to find 


the cave's being bottomleſs, or going acroſs the coun- 


| Statiflical. Account | 


AI 


work were thrown flat on the ground In the begin. fl were 


ning of harveſt 1786, ſome of the herring fiſhers in mat 
Lochſcridain received a ſhock by lightning, but felt no I Peor 
— inconvenience from it afterward | It is ſaid, that a ſtor) 


5 the ſame time ſome ſheep were killed by it in Burg, the for * 
| headland of of Airdmeanach, „ | cave 


| Caves.—Among g the many caves in Airdmeanach 1 ditic 
only deſerve to be mentioned. One is called the Lal. b*fc 
der's Cave. There is a paſſage to this cave. of about bo | the) 
feet, open above, and where 2 men may walk abreal that 
A breaſt-work is built at the entrance of the cave az 2 in | 


defence. To this breaſt-work a ladder was ſtanding for Wil mo 
people to get over it to the cave; from which circum. 
| ſtance i it took its name. Within the cave, there is room 
for about 80 armed men. Here i is a large flag, which 1 
ſaid to be uſed as a table, and ſome other conveniencies 
In this cave, tradition ſays, people took ſhelter in times 
| of trouble. The other cave is in Gribun in Aird- 


meaneach, and is till much more capacious than the 
a gentleman of the name of M*Kinnon going in to ſearch 


as the cave was ſuppoſed to go quite acroſs the country, 
McKinnon went in, and was never heard of again. But 


try, is without foundation, as the incumbent ſaw a man 


who alleged, that he was at the further end, and ſearch. 4 
ed with his ſtick, but could find no paſlage further than b 
he was. So that if there is any truth in M*Kinnon' . 


ſtory, he muſt have been killed by people who took i 
ſhelter i in the cave; and as the people of the count!] ? 
welt 
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were afraid of going in fearch of ki, the ber ſpread 
that he bewildered himſelf in the cave, and was loſt. 
People might alſo find it their intereſt to propagate this 
ſtory, and give a horrid idea of the cave, as it was uſed 
for a place of ſhelter in troubleſome times. There 1 is 2 
cave in Inimore, called the Nun's Cave. It i 13 fingular 
in nothing but its being the habitation of nuns. Tra- 
dition is filent as to the time they lived here ; whether 
before the diffolution of the nunnery at I, or whether 
they ſheltered themſelves in this ſequeſtered place upon 
that revolution's taking place. Several croſſes are cut 
in the ſides of the cave, but the initials of names are 
. | 


Duadrupeds ind Belk he cul 7 wild . 8 
in the pariſh are deer, foxes, and rabbits. The rabbits 
may be called ſtrangers, having appeared firſt within 
theſe few years. The deer have always been natives. 
In harveſt, they often leave the mountains, and eat the 
corns in the low grounds of Roſs and Brolaſs; and, in 
ſevere winters, they have been known to mix with the 
black cattle, and take their ſhare of the corn with 
which they were fed. The mountains being now ſtock= 
ed with ſheep, may, in the courſe of a few years, baniſh 
them from the iſland of Mull. There is all the va- 
riety of land-birds found in the pariſh, that are Baue. 


rally met with in other parts of the Highlands ; ſuch as 


eaples, hawks, kites, wild geeſe, pigeons, . moor fowls, 
black cocks, tarmagans, &c. &c. The ſea fowls are 48 
numerous as the kinds are various; ſuch as cormorants, 
farts, teels, ſcale drakes, ducks of various kinds, &c. 
Yhe migratory are ſwans, ſwallows, cuckoos, lapwing, 
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lee for paſture, which is ſoon covered with heath; and ſmall tenants, if 
they are ſtraitened for arable ground, bring into tillage ground that ne- 


it is ſaid, that 7 ſcore men, from the diſtricts of Roſs and J alone, were 


ever might be the population of theſe times, it is certain, that there i 
u great increaſe of inhabitants ſince the commencement of this "century, 
The deſtructive rage with which the civil. wars were carried on in the 


the latter Prince, people were dying for want upoy the high road, and 


7 
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wood cocks, plovers, ſolon geeſe,  curlews, widgeon, 179 


. crea 


Population —The return to Dr. Webſter in 17 5 5 wa Ml the 


| 168 5 ſouls *. There was a partial liſt taken of the in turr 


habitants by the incumbent in March 1782. This lf the 


Vas only exact as to the iſland of T, in which there wen I an « 
then 277 ſouls. The increaſe of population in tha min 
: en iſland, from the Ow mentioned to February ¶ cou 


10% e 

RN 3 : 3 hab 
* There are no certain data by which a compariſon can be dram 10 
petween the ancient and 'prefent ſtate of the population of the pariſh, 2 
Tradition is uncertain, and there was no regiſter of any kind kept un. 10 
til the preſent incumbent was ſettled in the year 1780. Some would ANC 
conclude, that the population in ancient times was greater, becauſt 15 
fome ſpots in tillage are now covered with heath; and ſome would dray 12 


a contrary concluſion, from lands being brought to tillage now that nevei 
were ſo before. But both concluſions are fallacious. Theſe circum- 
ſtances depended entirely upon the poſſeſſors of the farms. When 2 
gentleman poſleſſes large tracts, he allows lands formerly in tillage to li 


ver was ſo before. To confirm the great population of ancient times 


at the battle of Inverkeithing; but theſe 2 diſtricts would furniſh ſuch 
2 number to-day without materially hurting agriculture, The only 
reaſon for thinking that the pariſh was more populous in former times 15 
the ſmall ſpots of farms into which' the country was divided. - But what- 


time of Charles the Firſt, -and a famine and peſtilence, in the time of 
King William, almoſt dgpopulated the whole pariſh. In the reign of 


x 

buried where they breathed their laſt, as the few ſurviving relations had 1 
neither ſtrength nor means to carry them o the common burying places, 

| Upon the whole coaſt of Brolaſs, it is ſaid, 2 families anly ſurvived, and 
very many parts of the other diſtricts were waſte. King William's we: Eq 


are Rill remembered with horror, 


» 0 
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1701, a ſpace of near 9 years, was 46 fouls; The po- 


pulation of the reſt of the pres particularly Roſs, in- 


creaſed in the ſame proportion“. The incumbent got 
the inhabitants numbered in February I 791; the re- 
turn was 3002. This return muſt have been exact, as i 
the name of every perſon was written down. In ſuch 
an extenſive pariſh, where the incumbent could not exa- 
mine every perſon upon the ſpot, the different ages 
could not be aſcertained ; only in the iſland of I, where 
the ſchoolmaſter marked the particular ages of the in- 
habitants, 323 in number, and areas follows: Under 
10 years of age, 79; between 10 and 22, 73; between 
20 and 50, 138; between 50 and 60, 23; between 60 
and 70, 5; Bo, 2; 85, 23 above 100, 1. Of theſe are 
155 females, and 168 males. — In Roſs, where there are 
1240 ſouls, there are 27 perſons from 80 to go years of 
age, and 11 from 90 to 100. The precentor is about 
31, and a tailor by trade; he is ſtill ſtout and healthy. 
The bellman is about 80; he was twice married, ang 
vent h His children by the ſecond marriage, 5 in 
5 e 


LS. 


* The oa of the increaſe of population in this pariſh i is common 
to it with the reſt of the Hebrides. Few leave the country, if thep./ 
can procure a houſe, which is eaſily built, with a ſpot of ground for crop, 
and a cow's graſs. All marry young, and being healthy, their progeny 
is numerous. - The parents alſo, that their children might ſettle in the 
country, and near them, often ſhare their lands with them, whether 
male or female. There is another reaſon why population ſhould increaſe 
upon the Duke of Argyll's property. From his eſtate, ſmall tenants are 
never removed, while they behave properly. It is no ſecret in the coun- 
try, that his Grace continued their farms to ſmall tenants, at the former 
rent, though large augmentations were offered by gentlemen who were 
better able, and would pay their rents more punctually. From the ſamt 
Principle of humanity, it has alſo happened often, that his Grace, though 
with loſs of rent, ordered farms to be divided into ſmall portions, to ac- 
commodate numbers that would otherwiſe be deſtitute, and oblige 
with weak and helpleſs nne, to leaus the country. 
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number, to ende in ſummer 1792; bit the badueß 
of the times obliged him to return to the country i in 


| fummer | 1793 There: are in Roſs 3 brothers and A bf. 


ter of the name of MGitera, whoſe ages, taken t tage 


5 ther, are 34 how 


| Afro if Bains and Mario for 8 years a; 


marked * in the Regifier by 


Years.) 3 War 1 Maia. 
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4 Diviſion of the In babitants.— In the pariſh there are 
| & brogue makers; 3 who are ſhoemakers and brogue 


makers; 2 boat carpenters ; 1 wheel wright ; 2 ſmiths; 


2 millers ; 6 who occafionally buy goods in the Low coun-. 
try, and retail them in the pariſh; a great many Wea 


vers and tailors. There i is only one boat in the pariſh 


that carries ſo much as 9 tons. There are no Jews, ne- 


groes, gipſies, forei gners, or perſons born 1 in England, 


Treland, or r the colonies, There are 2 ſurgeons, but 


5 | = without 


* The incumbent is not ſenſible, that he miſſed regiſtering either a 
marriage or bajtiſm fince the year 1782; but, conſidering the fituation 
and extent of the pariſh, a few baptiſms might be forgotten. This is the 
leſs to be wondered at, as parents often, in the more remote ſkirts, meet 
him with their infants at a diftance from houſes, where they were bap- 


tiſed, and where, in a rainy day, he could not mark the names in bis 


memorandum book for the pariſni regiſter. There are 13 burial places in 


che pariſh, at a great diſtance from the incumbent and from one another, 


fo that deaths are never regiſtered, 
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ent Aar their practice would not maintain them 
one-third of the year. There are 6 houſes for retailing 
of ſpirits. There are no lawyers: 


Emigration, —A few farnilies ] have emigrated to , Arme- 
rica within theſe few years, and { ſeveral families went, in 
1792, to the Low country to cotton works, Ge. All of 7 


theſe left the country for want of employment. Moft 


of the families that went to the Low country in 1792, 
returned back in 179 3, for the ſame reaſon they left the 
country, want of employment. No people are more 

attached to their native country; and it 15 only neceſſity 


that obliges them to leave it. 


1 


"at —_ get, b animals i in the 5 


pariſh are black cattle, , horſes, ſheep, and goats. This pariſh, 
as well as the reſt of Mull, is diſtinguiſhed for a hardy 


breed of black cattle, that are eaſily fattened. Their fleſh 


is fine grained, Juicy, and well taſted. The ſheep, till 
lately, were of the ſmall Highland kind, with very fine 
wool, and ſweet delicate fleſh ; but now the hills are all 
ſtocked with Low country ſheep, whoſe wool is coarſe 


in compariſon of the Highland ſheep, and their fleſh not 


ſo well taſted. The horſes are hardy, full of mettle, and 
ſure footed upon the rougheſt roads. The I horſes are 


hardly ſuperior in fize to the Shetland ponies, but now they | 


are getting ſome equal i in ſize to their neighbours upon the 


continent of Mull. The pariſh alſo reared a number of 


breeding mares, which not only ſupplied itſelf in work- 
ing horſes, but a conſiderable number were alſo ſold out 
of the country. The caſe is now altered. The hills 


that formerly ſerved as nurſeries for mares are now con- 


vetted into ſheep walks; : and i the rage for lheep ſtock- 


ing 


1 
1% 
ing goes on, not only this pariſh, but the reſt of Mui 
muſt buy labouring horſes. There are but few. goats, 
They are entirely baniſhed from the Duke of Argyll 

property. The ancient ſouming of the pariſh was 306} 
head of black cattle, from 3 years old and upwards 

| Riirks and 2 year olds, hot being reckoned ſoums. The 

fe number of ſheep was the ſame with the black cattle, 


There were near 1000 working horſes, beſides mares and 


| followers. The ſouming now is leſs, and varies every 
Fear. Indeed the number of every kind is quite uncer- 
tain. Every gentleman farmer, at leaſt, does more juſ. 
tice to his cattle than formerly, and ſtocks his farm ac. 
_ cording to his own taſte and conveniency. There are at 
preſent near 3000 Low country ſheep in the pariſh, and 
conſequently the numbers of cows, horſes, and Highland 
| ſheep, have decreaſed in proportion. F ormerly no farm 
was ſtocked wholly with one kind, but every farm had 
2 certain proportion of eows, horſes, mares, ſheep, and 
goats; but now the farms are, in general, wholly ſtock- 
1 ed with the kind that ſuits them beſt. | 
The vegetable productions are oats, barley, and potz* 
toes. There are two kinds of oats ; great oats, and what 
is called ſmall oats. The incumbent was the firſt, about 
10 years ago, to ſow great oats, but till very few ſow 
it, though it anſwers very well in good years, The 
ſmall oats is a very poor kind of grain, 2 boll of it hard- 
I yielding 4 ſtones of meal; but it is hardy, and the 


grain being light, it is not apt to be ſhaken in bad Fears 
It is alſo better calculated to feed outlying cattle i in win 


ter, than great oats. A conſiderable quantity of barley is 


raiſed, which is, in general, very good, except the barley. 
of Icolumkill, which yields but from 11 to 12 ſtones of 
meal the boll, The principal food of the inhabitants is po* 


tatoes; 


tatoes, 
howeV 
Fears 


impor 
meal, 
much 
ſevere 
inhab 
ty pl 
ing a 
ted at 
that 
on hi 
for 1 
pariſ 
and t 
the 
May 
barle 
the ! 
lier 
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however, never ſerves itſelf entirely, even in the beſt 
rears ; and in bad ſeaſons, great quantities of meal are 
imported. In ſummer 1791, upwards of 2000 bolls of 
meal, befides potatoes, were imported. That year was 
much ſeverer than ſummer 1783, and, together with 

ſeveral bankruptcies that happened then, reduced the 

inhabitants to great difficulties. The year 1793 is pret- 
ty plentiful; and though the Duke of Argyll, dread- 
ing a ſcarcity, ordered meal to Mull, and to be diſtribu- 
ted at prime coſt, yet ſuch was the plenty in the pariſh, 
that only the incumbent, and 2 or 3 other gentlemen ue. 
on his Grace's property in the pariſh, had any occaſion 

for it. Perhaps, by a better mode of agriculture, the 
pariſh might, in general, ſerve itſelf, particularly Roſs 
and the iſland of I, The ſowing begins generally about 
the 20th of March, and is fimſhed by the middle of 
May, except the iſland of I, which i is not over with the 
barley ſowing till after the middle of June: But ſuch is 
the heat of the ſoil, that they cut down their crop ear- 
lier than any part of the reſt of the pariſh. In good 
ſeaſons, the crop is cut down in September : In bad ſeaſons, 
ſome of the crop has not been cut down till November. 


Manure and Mode of Cultivation. —The different kinds 
of manure made uſe of through the pariſh, are ſhell ſand, 
with which Roſs abounds, dung from the houſed cattle, 


ao lie upon ſome field in every farm in ſummer and 
harveſt, which is called teathing; and where ferns are 
found, they are laid upon the fields in July and Auguſt. 
As there are no cart roads in the pariſh, the manure 1s 
laid out upon the ground in creeis upon horſeback, 


W 4 which 


toes, of which grout quantities « are raiſed, The pariſh, DP 


and ſea ware, of which mention is made already, Catt: 


| 
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i which waſtes A deal of time. The plough made ufe of 
In the pariſh is probably the ſame that was uſed for cen. 
turies back. It is very uncouth, and drawn by 4 hor- 
fes a-breaft, The reaſon probably was, that they kney 
no better; for the incumbent, ſeveral years ago, pot 
two-horſe plough, and many are following the examyle, 
The want of a proper plough-maker is a great loſs. At 
preſent every one makes his own plough. Captain Mae. 
Lean of Kenlochaluine, a reſiding heritor, has got a Lon 
country ploughman, who holds the plough, and drive; Mi 


the horſes. It is hardly poſſible, in moſt parts of the 
pariſh, to carry on any regular ſyſtem of farming, the 
ground is ſo broken, and full of looſe ſtones. But x 


great deal might be done, by turning the looſe ſtones of 
the ground, and rendering other parts acceſſible to the 
plough, which now are not. Many parts are ſoft and 
moſſy. Theſe parts are digged with Highland ſpades, 
with great toil. However, the crops theſe places yield, 


ſeem, in ſome meaſure, to compenſate the trouble. The 


mode of ſowing barley in I, in dry ſeaſons, and in fandy 
ſoil, is pretty fingular. The barley 1s ſown before the 


ground is ploughed, and then they plough the ground 


cover it. This prevents the grain being bared, by high 
winds drifting the ſand off it, This mode was undoubt- 
edly introduced by neceſſity, and anſwers very well. 


Potatoes are planted in the lazy-bed way, dibbled and 


drilled. In winter, as much ſea-ware as can be collect 


ed upon beeches and in creeks, is laid upon ground for- 


merly in tillage, or upon moſs. This ground is made 


into ridges, and the ſea-ware covered from the furrows 


by earth, or moſs. Here, in ſpring, potatoes are dibbled, 
which are dry and wholeſome. The ſea- ware cut ot 


gathered upon the ſhores in ſpring, is laid upon the 
7 
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eg the potators are laid upon the lea are, and co- 
vered with earth from the furrows. The potatoes 


growing from this mode of management, are generally 
wet and ſpongy. Potatoes are planted in dung in this 
laſt mode. F ew in the pariſh drill their potatoes.” 


Meaſure and Pris: af Grain. The keto ds 1 K | 
Roſs, the iſland of I, and the reſt of the Duke of Argyll's | 


property, is ſold by the peck. A peck by which barley is 
ſold, and ſometimes oats, is ſtreaked, and contains up- 


wards of 10 Scotch pints. Another peck by which oats are 
ſold heaped, and meal ſtreaked, contains 6 Scotch pints. 
Potatoes are ſometimes ſold by the barrel, and ſometimes by 
the peck. In other parts of the pariſh, different meaſures 
are uſed. It is among the great deſiderata in the king- 
dom, a uniformity of weights and meaſures. Without 
this, it is impoſſible to form a compariſon between the 
price of grain, and the ſeller is as much in the dark as | 
the buyer. The boll of ſmall oats ſells from 8s. to 10s. 
The meal it produces in Roſs is about 4 ſtones weight. 
The barley of I is ſold from 16s. to 228. It meals about 
12 ſtones. The reſt of the barley of the pariſh is gene- 
rally ſold at 208. the boll, and meals about 16 ſtones 
weight. Potatoes in good years ſell from 2cd. to 28. 
the barrel: At ſeed-time, in bad years, ſuch as 1791, 
they roſe to 55. the barrel, Meal imported into the pariſh 
is from 16s. to 208. the boll of 8 ſtones, and cannot often 
be got in the pariſh at that price, ſo that ſuch as want are 
obliged to ſend a boat, or horſes for it, to a diſtant quar- 
ter, at a conſiderable expenſe. The meal imported into 
the country is from Clyde, and beſides prime coſt in that 
part, commiſſion money, freight, and whatever profit 
the Maimangers chooſe to charge, 1s added, So little 
8 5 | cCorreſ- 
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_ correſpondence is between the parith and Ireland, 


meal, though cheap 5 is never e to the p 
milk from that country 5 | 


_ creaſed very rapidly within theſe few years. In 1780, the commy 


home again to their parents and relations in November, and ſeldom es- 


Numbers alſo go to the harveſt, and return again in the latter end o 
October or beginning of November. This cuſtom is productive of mar 


wages is very hurtful to the i improvement of the country, as few county 
- farmers can afford ſo much. It is true, the wages are not in appearance 
greater than in the Low Country; but they muſt appear, as they n 


| ſtones, unfavourable to the plough, ſo that a great part is digged. Mr 
nure, &c. is carried on horſeback, as there is no road for carts; and 


tillage and to graſs; and in the ſecond, the people muſt remain ſo pos, 


147 


» Wages, &c. —The wages of houſehold labouring fervants have i 


wages in the year for men ſervants were from 21. 28. to 21. ros., with if ſon: 
pair of brogues. Wages increaſed gradually to Whitſunday 1792, whe | 
the common. rate, to the next Martinmas, was 21. r0s., with 2 pair d | 
| brogues; ; and from that term to Whitſunday 793, the wages were j *. 
with the ſame number of brogues. This rapid riſe in wages was owing Lf 
to the great demand for hands for manufactures, and other works, cart * 
on in the Low Country of Scotland, and in England. Such was the rage you 
that ſeized young fellows to leave the country at that period, that it vu 51 
vvith the utmoſt difficulty ſervants could be got at any wages. The con. 8 
mon practice is to go off in April or beginning of May, ſome to th ey: 
| Low Country of Scotland, and ſome to England. They generally come ig 
1e 


gage in any work till the ſeaſon for leaving the country returns again 


evils than one. It ſpreads a ſpirit of giddineſs, idleneſs, and immoriliy 
through the pariſh. Theſe emigrants alſo bring home diſeaſes that prone 
fatal to many ; ſuch as fevers, ſmail pox, meaſles, &c. This advanced 


reality are, much higher, when the ſituation of the country is taken it 
to conſideration. The ground is interſperſed with rocks and large loo 


even in the ſhorteſt days, no work is carried on with candle-light; f 
that, upon the whole, a ſervant, where a proper ſyſtem of farming ö 
earried on, will perform double the quantity of werk. If wages cu- 
tinue on the increafe, the country muſt be turned to large grazingy 
u here few tenants are neceſſary, or divided into ſmall ſpots; when et 
ry man will be able to cultivate his ſhare with his own hands. In the 
firſt caſe, moſſy and heathy grounds will, in the courſe of a few yes 
return to their firſt ſtate, after all the trouble taken to bring them u 


that they, can neither encloſe nor improve their lands properly. 


1 


Tho 
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| Proprietors and Rent.-— There are 6 proprietors in the 
of the pariſh was 21111. 118. 4d., but it has been fluc-. 
tuating fince. The Duke of Argyll's rents were not aug= 
mented for a number of years prior to that period, and 
ſome . was laid on a few farms. Other he- 
= 7 ritors, 


The wages 1 fervant-maids are very low; fem 105 to 218. — 2 
pair of bregues, is the common rate for a year. Their wages have not 
increaſed for many years. Numbers of them, as well as of the men, go 


| to the Low Conntry to the harveſt, and alſo engage in family ſervice, 


and other works. There are other ſervants common to this pariſh with 
the reſt of the Weſtern Iſles, and different from thoſe already mentioned. 
There are mealers, workmen, moor-herds, and graſs-keepers or chaſers. 
The mealers are a kind of ſubtenants, and employed only by gentlemen. 
They take the arable ground of a farm at ſo much meal yearly. Be- 
fides raiſing the crop, they carry on the other work of the farm with 
whatever aſſiſtance can be given them by the tackſman. They have the 
graſs of 2 or 3 cows, and ſome ſheep. They furniſh half the labouring 
horſes. They are fed by the tackſman every day ; he employs them at 
any work, except what concerns the crop. Few now are employed as 
mealers. The only difference between mealers and workmen is, that 

workmen, inſtead of meal, deliver 3-fourths of the crop to the maſter, 
after it is cut, and keep the fourth to neee, The maſter furniſhes 
all the labouring horſes. I 
| The particular ſituation of the country has — 5 riſe to PIPES, 
or chaſers. In many parts, there are no kind of march walls; and 
where there are march walls, they are ſo bad, that they are no fence_ 
The conſequence is, that every farm is obliged to keep a man to look 
after the marches, without. any other employment. This man gets for 
his trouble a houſe, a cow's graſs, and graſs for a horſe, ſome ſheep, and 
ground for crop. Moor-herds are employed to look after their maſter's 

cattle in moors and hills; and his terms are generally the ſame with 
graſs-keepers. All theſe kinds of ſervants, viz. mealers, workmen, 


. grals-keepers, and moor-herds, have families. There are hardly any em- 
ployed as day-labourers ; when they are, their wages are from 8d. to Is. 


day, beſides their victuals. Tailors charge the ſame. Broguemakers 
charge 4d. a- pair, when they are victualled, and 6d: a-pair, when they 
are not. Wall-builders and ditchers have ſo much a rood. 
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ow, awide to bad times, bankruptcies, and perlizy 
high rents, were obliged to give deductions; ſo that the 
rent is now rather lower upon the whole. The incum- 
bent has in his hands a copy of the real rent of the pa. 
riſh in 17/1. It was then g611. 128. 14d. : There ha 
been but little augmentation laid upon the Duke of Ar 
gyll's property lince that e 


Services The Duke of Argyl exacts ſervices of no 
kind of his tenants ; the reſt of the heritors do. Service 
are always ſtipulated, and conſiſt chiefly in cutting peats, 
and leading them home to the proprietors houſes. Az 
coals are now duty free, .it 1s probable, that whatever 
other ſervices may be exalted, there will be none as to 
peats. | | 


n this the iſland of J takes the leak 
Writers mention this iſland under three names, viz. Hi, 
Tona, and Icolumkill. Bede calls it Hii, but the proper 
name is I, which in the Gaelic ſignifies an iſland, and 
is called ſo by way of eminence to this day. Bede's 
| miſtake proceeded from his ignorance of the Gaelic. In 
monkiſh writers, it is called Iona+, which ſignifies the 
 Hland of Waves. In more modern times, it was called 
 F-collum-kill ; that is, the iſland of Colum-kill, in ho- 
nour of Columba. The name Jona is now quite loſt in 
the country, and it is always called I, except when the 
ſpeaker would wiſh to lay an emphatis upon the word, 


then it 1s called Icolumkill 1. 
The 
* I is ſounded like ee in Engliſh. | 
+ Iona is, in Gaelic, ſpelt I-thonn ; but as the th is not ſounded, La- 
tin writers ſpell it Iona. The name is very characteriſtick of it in times 
of ſtorm. | 
1 Bede writes, that I e to Pritain, being ſeparated — it, 43 
he ſays, but by a narrow arm of the ſea; and that the Picts, who. 2 
habite 
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The Druids undoubtedly poſſeſſed I, before the in, 
;rodution of Chriſtianity. A green eminence, cloſe to 
the ſound of I, is to this day called the Druid's burial 
place. A cottager, ſome years ago, planting potatoes 
in this ſpot, and digging earth to cover them, brought 
ap ſome bones, which the people of the iſland imme- 
diately concluded to be the bones of the Druids. The 
tradition is, that the firſt Chriſtians baniſhed the Druids, 
and took poſſeſſion of their ſeat. The Druids alſo had 
2 temple at the head of Lochſcridain, in a farm called 
Rofſal T. This temple is but ſmall, and ſeveral of the 
tones have fallen down. Here, as the name of the place 
indicates, they held courts of juſtice. 

I ſeems to be early the ſeat of a religious ſociety of 
Chriſtians. Scots hiſtorians ſay, that Fergus the II. 
eceted a religious houſe, with a ſtately church, in Tona, 
where his ſucceſſors were buried. Bede, in the paſſage 
aready quoted, countenances the opinion of Scotch 


monks 


habited #hat part of Britain, made a preſent of it to the Scotch monks, 
who converted them to the Chriſtian religion. By the Picts, who made 
the preſent, Bede muſt mean the Picts inhabiting S. of the Friths of 
Forth and Clyde ; for Britain extended, according to ancient writers, 
that far only, all N. of that, or the wall of Agricola, being called Albin 
g Scotia. But there is not the ſmalleſt probability that I ever belonged. 
to the Pits, as the vencrable writer alerts. The leaſt knowledge of 


geography will convince any one of this. Bede was indefatigable * 


his reſearches after whatever concerned the firſt planting of Chriſtianity 
in every part of the iſland of Britain, but looked upon profane ſubjects 
only "as ſecondary objects. The Picts were ſeparated from I, not by a 
narrow arm of the ſea, as he ſays, but by a wide and tempeſtuous ocean. 
He lays, in other places, that I is in Hibernia ; by this he means Albin 
er Scotland, which 1 in thoſe ages was often called Hibernia.— Bock. III. 
chap. 3, ; | / 

* Claodh nan Druineach, ſignifies the Druid's burial place. 

| Roſal, in the old Gaelic, ſignifies, judgment, juſtice. 
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monks being ſettled in I, about the period aſſigned ty 


Fergus the II. by the Scotch hiſtoriang. | The firſt Chrif, P/ 
tians that poſſeſſed themſelves of I were, in all proba, Ml care 
bility, the Culdees. They were a kind of monks, un. ll perÞ: 
der certain regulations; and as they affected retired I kind 
places, as their name imports, they could not in any Earls 
country find a place more happily ſuited to their pur, up r 
poſe. One place in I is ſtill called the Culdee's Cell +, cattle 
It is the foundation of a ſmall circular houſe, upon : Arg) 
reclining plain. From the door of the houſe, a walk che b 
_ aſcends to a ſmall hillock, with the remains of a wall inſuf 
upon each fide of the walk, which grows wider to the ill Let a 
hillock. There are evident traces of the walls of the 4 
walk taking a circuit round, and encloſing the hillock, 
| ” a. | . 5 reate 
The figure the Druids and Culdees made in I is uncer- a 
tain, Hiſtory may be ſaid to be filent concerning their I nes 
tranſactions in that iſland, and even tradition carrie if " « 
down but faint traces of their having exiſted there. It 5 
| aL ; a 7 | ; ; an : 
was reſerved for Columba to raiſe the fame of I to tl... 
great height it attained to in his own and after ages; WM tlc ki 
_ though, no doubt, the merit of his ſucceſſors contri- vera 
| buted not a little 1. mA 
Pyr 77 tions, 
je port 
* Culdee i is a | Gaelic word, ſignifying 2 monk, or 8 or any ſe⸗ accom 
queſtered perſon. Cuildeach i IS common to this day, and given to perſon of the 
not fond of ſociety. The word is derived from Cuil, a retired corner. and t 
+ Cathan, or Cothan Cuildich, ſignifies the Culdee's cell or couch. be bi 
1 This eminent man, according to Bede, B. III. c. 4. came to Britan pointi 
to preach the goſpel to the northern Pits, in the year 565, and in tit but t 
reign of Eugene the Third. After ftripping the Hiſtory of Columba & the 81 
the ridiculous and fabulous legends with which it is disfigured and di. © the 
graced, enough remains to convince us, that he was a man of con round 
derable political abilities, of an undaunted and firm diſpoſition, and of PO 
zeal in religious matters, capable of carrying him through any dange! callec 
or fatigue. Kings liſtened with reverence to his admonitions; armies 1 
when ready to engage, ſtopt at his command; and he maintained tit — 
pt! 


greate- 
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| Preſent State of I.—The ruins of I, by the generous 


perhaps, in better preſervation than moſt ruins of the 


Earls of Argyll roofed the cathedral ſteeple, and built 


cattle getting through the ruins. Duke Archibald of 
Argyll built a wall round the whole abbey, to prevent 


inſufficient, the preſent Duke of Argyll built it anew ; 


Feed hay: not only in the Kingdom of the Gauls or Scots, where he 
lived, but alſo among the Irifh, Picts, and Saxons, He died, in an ad- 
ranced age, in the beginning of the 7th century. His life is written 
in a prolix and confuſed manner, by Adamnan, who was Abbot of I. The 


, celebrated abbey which he founded, had very extenſive juriſdictions, 
and, for many ages, held the chief ſway among the Scottiſh and Pictiſh 

i monaſteries. It was liberally endowed by the piety and munificence of 

1 the kings and great men of the kingdom of Scotland. Buchanan mentions 

1 kveral iſlands that belonged to it. The fertile iſland of Tirii once did, as 


the name indicates, and the diviſions of it being ſtill called Monk's por- 
tions. The ſame ſpirit of piety, which ſo liberally provided for the ſup- 
port of the monks, reared allo ſtately buildings, both for devotion and 
accommodation, as their ruins ſtill ſhow, Such was the reputed ſanity 
of the place, that not only the kings of Scotland, but ſome Irith kings, 
and the petty Norwegian princes of the Ifles, ordered their remains to 
be buried in this hallowed ground. Their tombs, with inſcriptions 


an pointing out to whom they belonged, were entire in Buchanan's days; 
the but there is no infcription now, though the place is pointed out. All 
of the great families in the Weſtern Illes had their burial places in I; ſome 
lif. o their grave-{tones are very well caryed. The burying ground ſur- 
af. rounds St. Oran's Chapel. A few hundred yards from the abbey, is the 
of nunnery. It was alſo liberally endowed. Some lands in Mull are {till 
get called the Nun's Lands. Here the abbeſſes were buried. One inſcrip- 
ies tion is ſtill legible, Till within theſe few years, all the femal:s were 
the buried at the nunnery, and all the males at the abbey. With few ex» 
te! Eptions, it is ſtil] the caſe; ſuch is the force of cuſtom and prejudice. 


ere and attention of the family of Argyll, are kept, 
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Lind in Scotland. Since the Reformation, one of the 
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up moſt of the doors with ſtone and lime, to prevent 


the building's being hurt. But this wall being thought | 


got a lock and key to it, and made it an effectual fence. 


Vol. XIV. 55 . He 
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ſome of them have fallen, and time has levelled others 
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| He alſo got a leaf to the main door of the nunney 
Church, with a lock and key, and built up the other 
doors. His Grace prohibits his tenants from removing 
ſtones from the place where they fall, and charged hi 
chamberlain to ſee theſe orders ſtrictly complied with, 


But, notwithſtanding the care taken of them, parts of 


of them with the ground. Some of them have done ſo 
within theſe few years, and ſeveral more within the 
memory of ſome people ftill living, particularly ſome 
elegant arches near the nunnery, and the abbot's houſe, 
. which is ſaid to be a very handſome building. But 
moſt of the buildings are ſtanding, and ſeem to have 
received no injury but from time, which was probably 
the caſe with the whole of them. The cathedral, or 
St. Mary's, is almoſt entire, with the ſteeple. It is on- 
1y within theſe few years that part of the E. end of the 
tranſyerſe fell, and ſome of the head of the croſs. St. 
Oran's Chapel is ſtill ſtanding, but in a tottering con- 
dition. The Virgin's Chapel was ſtanding till within 
theſe few years, when part of it fell. Moſt of the cloiſ- 
ters are ſtill ſtanding. The Biſhop's, which is ſmall, is 
alſo ſtanding. So that there is ſtill remaining of the 
_ abbey what will give a pretty complete idea of what 
it Was. - 
At the nunnery, there a are fewer remains, The Nun. 
nery Church 1s quite entire; one end of it is arched, 
and is very beautiful. Here alſo ſtands, what was call- 
ed the pariſh church. It is yet entire, but tottering, 
There was a court, with a piazza, to the W. fide of 
the Nunnery Church, and round it the cloiſters were 
built ; but there are hardly any remains of them, but on 
the S. fide of the court, 


4 To 


* 
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70 the N. of the abbey ; is a lock, as it 18 called, bnt 


J probably an artificial pond. It has a paved cauſeway * 


g edges of this pond were all planted. Porta-chunich 


the place where Columba firſt landed in I, and left his 
currach ; fr om which the place has its name. An ar- 


nound meaſures near 50 feet in length. Upon this 
beech the pebbles are got. 

It is ſaid, there was a monaſtery in 1 the iſland of Inis 
Kenneth, but no traces of the buildings are to be ſeen. 
A ſmall church, ſaid by Buchanan to be a pariſh church, 


it the celebration of maſs, is ſtill lying on the altar. 
There are in the pariſh many of the round towers ſaid 
to be Daniſh, They are upon the ſea coaſt, and in fight 


notice of an enemy's approach, which was done from 
the battlement by a ſmoke in the day time, and a fire 


not contain 20 men. 


ſanding on end. They are called Carra +, and ſeem to 
be ſet up at the head of the graves of eminent men, or 
& memorials of ſome remarkable tranſactions carried on 
in theſe F. 


found a ſaſe retreat, in the ſequeſtered iſland of Icolm- 
1 | _- eil, 


* The walk is called Tumaire chair, which agntes a paved cauſeway, 
t Carra, ſigniſies friendſhip. 


through the middle, which is {till entire. It is ſaid, the 5 


ought to be mentioned. Here, as tradition goes, was 


tificial mound, of the form of a boat with the keel up, 
is ſaid to be the dimenſions of Columba's currach. This 


fill remains. What is pretty ſingular, a ſmall bell, uſed 


of one another. They ſeem to be watch-towers to give. 


at night. They are * ſmall ; moſt of them would 


There are in many parts of the pariſh, long ſtones 


Learning and Learned Men. Learning flouriſhed, and 
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_ kiln, When weſtern Europe lay buried in the 1pnorang 
and barbarity brought on by the cruel ravages of th 
ſavage nations that overturned the Roman empire: an 
from this ſeminary iſſued pious and learned monks and 
laymen, who again revived learning, and Propapated 
Chriſtianity through many kingdoms of Europe. Ca. 
lumba's writings are ſaid to be numerous: a catalogue 
of them is given at the end of Lhoyd's Archæologia.— 
St. Aidan, from I, in the 1th century, at the requeſt of 
Oſwald King of Northumberland, converted that king. 
dom, and founded the biſhoprick of Lindisferne, or Holy 
Iſland, which was afterwards tranſlated to Durham by 
Malcolm the III. of Scotland. Bede (B. HI. chap. z. 
gives him the greateſt character for mildneſs, piety, and 
other virtues, and blames him only for being a quarts 
St. Finan and St. Colman, both from I, fuc. 
ceeded him in the biſhoprick. In St. Colman's time, 
the diſpute about the celebration of Eafter began, which 
| Gblized him to leave the kingdom of Northumberland, 
The famous St. Cuthbert was Columba's difciple. The 
writings of Adamnan, abbot of I, are in the hands of 
the learned. Campbell and Veremond, &c. flouriſhed 
in I; and many more, w hoſe v ery names would forma 


large catalogue. 


deciman. 


Since the Reformation, the pariſh has produced none 
eminent for learning, if we except the Beatons of Pen- 
nicroſs, who were doctors of phyſic. The family is 
now extinct ; but they are fill ſpoken of in the country 
with admiration for their {kill in phyfic. It is ſaid, that 
one of them was ſent for to attend one of the kings df 
Scotland; and that the people of the country flocked to 
him for advice as to their health, during his abſence, 

when 
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when he gave them this ſhort rule: ( To be cheerful, 


« temperate, and early riſers *.” They had a large 
folio MS. in Gaelic, treating of phyfic, which was left 
with a woman, the heireſs of the Beatons, and ſeen by 
ſome now living ; but what became of it, the incumbent, 
after all his inquiries, could not find. It is perkagy loſt, 
as the heirs of this woman are "ow literate Fo - 


: PO aud e he pariſh Pekeg 
moſtly ſurrounded by the ſea, and indented by its arms, 


is a very great advantage. By this, the inhabitants 
have an opportunity of catching great numbers of va- 
rious kinds of fiſh for family uſe, and generally more 


herring than is ſufficient for the conſumption of the pa- 


rin. The ſea breezes alſo are ſo warm, particularly in 
Roſs and I, that froſt and 0 ſeldem laſt for "__ time 
| | 9 © 


* Bhi gu ſand. geanmni, mochrach. 


| It has been warmly difputed, whether there was a a library at I; and 


much has been written on both ſides of the queſtion. The A has 
atiſen entirely from prejudice. There can be no doubt, but the many 


learned men that flouriſhed at I, had the claſſics among them, and all the 


books on divinity and fcience theſe ages could afford. It can be as little 
doubted, that, like other ſocieties of learved men, they committed their 
own thoughts to writing, as well 2s the tranſactions of their countrymen. 
It is aſked, What became of this library? In the gth century, Kellach, 


abbot of 1, was obliged to fly to Ireland for ſuelter againſt the Danes. 
If the barbarians had the library in their power, no doubt they would 


deſtroy it. But after this period, Scotch hiſtorians mention the library of 


I, and their borrowing books from it. At the Reformation. the MSS. 


ef I were in part carr.cd to the Scotch colleges of Doway, or to Reme, 
at leaſt the chartularies, and ſuch as were efteemed moſt valuable by 


the monks. It is ſaid, that ſome of the MSS. were carried to Inveraray, : 
znd that a Duke of Montague found {ome of them in the hops there, 


uſed as ſnuff paper. If any of them were in the library cf the family 
of Argyll, the perſecution that family underwent, in — time ot Charles 
the IL accounts for nGne deing there now. 


3 7 
© As 
1 
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tute-labour. 
both by the inhabitants and by ſtrangers. This, and 
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in theſe diſtricts. Every farm in the pariſh having: 
ſhare of the ſhore, except 4 ſmall ones, is of great con. 
ſequence, not only as to fiſhing, but for the eaſy pro. 
_ curing of ſea-ware and ſhell, and which are the genera] 
manures of the pariſh. The cattle alſo, in winter and 
| ſpring, go to the ſhores and eat ſea-ware, which is no 
ſmall advantage in times of ſnow. But the pariſh la. 
bours under many diſadvantages, There are no bridges 
and no roads, except what is made in Roſs by the fta. 
This is a misfortune that is ſeverely felt, 


the want of ſtage-houſes upon the road, makes travel. 
ling difagreeable, and often dangerous. The. reſiding 
| heritors have made ſome encloſures upon the farms 
| where they reſide; the reſt of the pariſh is open, ex- 
cept the Duke of Argyll's property, where ſome farms 
are nearly encloſed, and ſomething done upon all of 
them. This want of encloſures makes herding very ex- 
penſi ve to the tenant, and hurtful to the cattle, as they 
are often hounded with dogs, and cannot paſture at eaſe. 
It is true, ſome farms in the pariſh cannot be encloſed, 
but at an enormous expenſe; but theſe are few in 
number. The pariſh being out of the track of ſhipping, 
and in a manner ſequeſtered from the reſt of Mull by 
high mountains, except one paſs through Glenmore, 
leading to Toraſay, (and even this, without a road or 
brid ige) is eas felt. 


3 language ſpoken in the pariſh is 
Gaelic, which was reckoned very pure, by its vicinity 
to I. By the ſchools in the pariſh, ſome of the natives 
ſpeak the Engliſh ; and ſuch as ſerve in the Low Coun- 


try ſpeak the dialect of the places where they ſerve. 
1 


1 
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Three from the Low Country, are the only verfons in 
the ora that underſtand the EG. e 


| Church, Stipend, Schoots, " . are 4 
places of worſhip in the pariſh, one in each diſtrict al- 
ready mentioned; but there has been no church in any | 
of them fince the Reformation, except in Roſs. In eve- 
ry other diſtri&, divine worſhip is at the fide of a hull. 
The Church of Roſs is alſo ruinous, and has been con- 
demned by the preſbytery of Mull, who paſſed a decree 
for re-building it, and another church in Kilfinichen in 
Airdmeanach ; but none 1s as yet built. There 1s no 
manſe. The incumbent lives in a houſe built by him- 
ſelf, upon a ſmall farm he rents from the Duke of Ar- 
en. The ſtipend is 80l. beſides the glebe. The glebe 
neaſures near 70 acres, including moſs, &c. and may 
be worth about 10l. a- year. All the pariſhioners are 
of the Eſtabliſned church. The Duke of Argyll is pa- 
tron.— Such an extenſive pariſh requires many ſchools ; 
there are, however, but 2; the parochial ſchool, and. a 
* charity ſchool. The charity ſchool is ſtationed in I. 
F The ſchoolmaſter is now ſuperannuated, being conſider- 
g | 1 V 
e, All the names of places are Gaelic, except 2 or 3 that are Daniſh. 
The name I has been explained already. Rols, ſignifies a point of : 
land jutting out into ſea, or a peninſula. Brolaſs, a grey ridge, or 2 
rugzed ridge. Airdmeanach, the middle point, or middle quarter: it 
got this name from its lying in the middle between the points of Roſs 


x and Freiſniſh. Gribun, clayey bottom. Lochlahick, the muddy or 
Clayey loch. Lochſcridain takes its name from a farm called Scridain : 


17 It is alſo called Lochleven, from the elms that grew'on its ſides. Innis- 
es Kenneth, the iſland of Kenneth: Innis is corruptly called Inch in va- 
n- fous parts of Scotland. Loch- caol, the narrow loch. Poll-tairve, the 
e. Bull Pond; but commonly called the Bull Hole. Bellach-na-co-ſheilg, 
ee IS a paſs near the marches of Roſs and Brolaſs, where the people of the 


2 diſtricts met at their kunting expeditiuns; from which circumſtance 
u wok its name. 


* 
L ; 
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ably paſt yo years, upwards of 45 of which he taught 
a charity ſchool. The Society have given him an af. 
fiſtant. He has the graſs of 2 cows from the Duke 
: Argyll, and a piece of ground for potatoes and other 
crop. The parochial ſchool is ſtationed in Roſs, near 

the only church in the pariſh; but ſuch is the wretchel 

Nate of this ſchool, that the ſchoolmaſter is a man who, 
upon examination, was refuſed by Dr. Kemp to be thr 
aſſiſtant to the charity ſchool of I. The ſchool tent of 
the pariſh, is 81. 6s. 8d. Sterling yearly *. 

There are, at an average, 60 upon the poors lil. 
Theſe may be ſaid to depend entirely upon the humanity 
of the people. The collections upon Sundays, and a fey 
fines, are the only funds the ſeſſion have for their re. 
lief; and theſe do not exceed 51. or 61. yearly. 


Poft Office. —There is no poſt office in the pariſh, 
The neareſt poſt office is Aroſs, which is at the diſtance 
of 20 long computed miles from the point of Roſs. To 
Fa RP thi 


* The Duke of Argyll pays his ſhare, which is between 4l. and 5; 
but the reſt of the heritors pay none, pleading as an excuſe, that the 
ſchool is of no ſervice to their properties. There was a charity ſchod 
ſtationed in Airdmeanach for 2 years; but as the heritors of that di 
trict did not accommodate the ſchoolmaſter according to the regulations 
of the Society, the ſchool was withdrawn. The people of the pariſh 
| wiſh to have ſchools; but cannot ſapport them without aſſiſtance 
There are at preſent boys teaching in different corners of the peril; 
but it would be better to want teachers who can hardly read them- 
ſelves. The incumbent, who, though within a mile of the parochial 
ſchool, was obliged to get a teacher from the Low Country, is joined 0) 
many of his neighbours (who did not chooſe to have their children ur- 
der the tuition of the parochial ſchoolmaſter) in building a ſchool-houis, 
and in paying ſome of the tutor's wages. 


N ae, 20g 


this office moſt of the letters directed to the pariſk 


ome © 


| Charader of the 1 nhabitants, &c.—The people, in ge- 
neral, are ſober, induſtrious, humane, and ready enough 
to follow any branch of buſineſs that they ſee clearly is for 
their advantage. The ground they have to labour, and 
the method of labouring, ſhow their induſtry and perſe- 
verance. The number of poor they ſupport, ſhows their 
humanity ; as alſo 2 ſhipwrecks that happened within 
theſe 6 years. In both inſtances, the poor ſailors were 
treated with Kindneſs and humanity. One of theſe veſ- 
ſels was wrecked in Roſs; and it is very remarkable, 
that a quantity of cork, very uſeful, and much wanted 
in the country for their nets, ſcattered over a ſtrand of up- 

wards of a mile in extent, was not touched by the in- 
habitants, though many were too poor to buy it, even if 
they had an opportunity. It has been mentioned al- 
ready, the attempts made by the Duke of Argyll to em- 
ploy the idle hands in the country, in fiſhing and quar- 
rying of marble. He has now ſent flax among them to 
be ſpun ; and as both men and women fee their intereſts 
very clearly, it is to be hoped, that his Grace's humane 
intentions will, by degrees, have the effects he meant. 

VoL. XIV. e 3 nl They 

* A few get their letters by Auchnacraig, which is at the diſtance of 
24 computed miles from the point of Roſs. For ſome years back, the 
private geatlemen in Roſs and Brolaſs engaged a man, whom we call 
a runner, to go once a week to Aroſs; but this year ſeveral of theſe gen- 
tlemen going to the army, and others of them having removed to ſome 


other parts of Mull, there is no runner; the few gentlemen remaining not 


being able to employ one, the RAR come, as opportnuninty of- 
ters, from Aroſs poit office. They ſometimes lie there for a month, 
There is no way of remedying this evil, but by eſtabliſhing a poſt 
office at the head of Lochſcridair ; but perhaps this would be too 
much expenſe for any benefit the public at large could receive from it, 
Ay letters directed to relidenters | in the pariſh, ought to be by Aroſs, 


the churchyard till another is buried, to whom he de- 


e 1 Statiſtical Account : 


They are by no means ſuperſtitious, yet they Kill reta 
{ome opinions handed down by their anceſtors perhaps from 
the times of the Druids: It is believed by them, that the 
ſpirit of the laſt perſon that was buried watches round 


_ livers his charge. A man in I, of the name of Mr. In. 
nis, touches for the King's evil. He is the 5th fon ; and 
it is firmly believed in the country that he has this gift 

of curing. He touches, or rubs. over the ſore with his 

hand, 2 Thurſdays and 2 Sundays ſucceſſively, in 
the name of the Trinity, and ſays, © It is God that 
cures.” He aſks nothing for his trouble. It is beliey. 
| ed, if he did, there would be no cure. He is often ſent 
for out of the country; and though he aſks nothing, yet 
che patients, or their friends, make him preſents. He is 
perfectly illiterate, and ſays, he does not know how the 
cure is effected, but that God is pleaſed to work it in 
conſequence of his touch. They are accuſtomed to the 
fea from their infancy; and many of them, go to the 
Clyde, where they make expert and hardy ſeamen. 
Numbers alſo inliſt in different Highland corps. Sixty 
men from Roſs and J inliſted in the late Weſt Fencible 
regiment, raiſed by the Duke of Argyll, beſides what 


inlifted in the 74th, raiſed under his Grace's patronage, 
and alſo in the 2d battalion of the 71ſt. In ſpring 1793, 


56 left the ſame diſtricts, to the Argyllſhire F encibles, 
commanded by the Marquis of Lorn ; beſides, a number 
of fine growing boys, were ready to go to the ſame cory, 
but could not be taken, as they were not fit for irame- 
| diate ſervice, From the reſt of the pariſh, many follow- 
ed Major M.Lean of Lochbuy, and Captain M*Lean of 


Kinlochluine, to the ſame corp. But it is to be obſerved, 


that it is only with humane proprietors, and under whom: 
| they 


dtatif 
ed De 


Of Kilfinichen and Kitvicenen, 21 


they live eaſily, that they are diſpoſed to inliſt. Such 
has been the general good behaviour of the inhabitants, 
that none have ſuffered capital puniſhment in the memory 
of any perſon living ; nor has any been confined in jail 


for any crime that is remembered, except one man in 


ſummer 1793, who is ſuppoſed to be a fraudulent bank. 


rupt. Improvements go on but ſlowly, but {till ſome- 
thing is done. There was but one flated houſe in the 
pariſh when the preſent incumbent was admitted in 
1580; now there are 3 upon the Duke of Argyll's pro- 
perty, built by tackſmen, and 3 built by reſiding heri- 


than uſual. It may be reckoned among the improve- 


ſheep, and the low marſhy grounds being, in general, 
ſtocked with black cattle entirely. Moſs and marſhy 
ground is unfavourable to ſheep ; hills and mountains are 
better ſuited to them than to black cattle. 


N. B. In a letter to Sir John Sinclair, which accompanied the above 
Statiſtical Account, Mr. Campbell mentions, That EDIN BURG is call. 
« Dun-monaidh, in Highland tales. 1 thought it was called fo by tale 
makers only, till ſome years ago, I had occaſion to get Biſhap Carſwell 
of Argyll's tranſlation of the Service of the Church of Scotland into Gae- 
lie, out of the Duke of Argyll's library at Inveraray. It is alſo there 
called Dun-monaidh, which ſignifies the Hill of the Moor.” The book 
Was publiſhed at Edinburgh ſoon after the Reforpation, | 


ES 


tors. The common tenants alſo upon the Duke of Ar- 
gyll's property, lodge more comfortably as to houſes 


ments of the country, the hills now being ſtocked with 
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NUMBER XII. 


PAR 18 H or KINF AUNS. 


{County or PERTH, SYNOD or PERTF AND STIRLING, 
- PRESBYTERY OF PERTH.) | 


By the Rev. Mr. GrorGE CHAPMAN, | 


* 


ay 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


Wa HE name ſeems to have been the ſame in ancient 
as in modern times, and is probably of Gaeli 
origin. It is deduced by ſome from ceann, head or end, 
and fanus *, high ground, or the declivity of a moun- 
tain, Tn this ſenſe, it is ſuppoſed to refer to the ter- 
raination, or rather the interruption, on the W. corner 
of the pariſh, of thoſe hills which run acroſs the coun- 
try, towards Stirling, from the Red Head in Angus f. 
| This 


Hence, probably, the name of Fauns, in Lauderdale, ſo celebrates 
for its oats, originated. 

+ Others reſolve Kinfauns into Ceamn or Ken, and Jan. an obſolete 
word, ſgnifying hollow, This derivation implies, the head of the 


x6 


en; 


Fr 
Elle 


This pariſh begins adidas A ws and a half below Perth, 
and runs for 3 or 4 miles along the northern banks of 


the Tay, forming an irregular 855 of above . miles 


long, and berween 2 and 3 broad. 


fern and Soil, —T he ſurface ts conſiderably diver- 


fified by level and riſing grounds, by wood and water, 
The lands on the banks of the Tay are flat. On the 
weſtern boundary, at a ſmall diſtance from the river, 


riſes a ridge of hills, whoſe tops are covered with ex- 


tenſive plantations. Of theſe hills, Kinnoul is the moſt 
remarkable. It lies partly in the pariſh of that name, 


and partly in the pariſh of Kinfauns ; and preſents to 


the 5. a large abrupt front of rock, of a ſtriking appear- 
ante, eſpecially from the old poſt-road, which went cloſe 
to its baſe. On this fide, the aſcent is exceedingly ſteep, 


and 1ts height i is 632 feet above the level of the Tay. : 


The ſummit proje&s in rugged cliffs of a ſeamy texture, 
which being gradually loofened by the froſt and rain, 
have ſometimes fallen in large maſſes, with prodigious 
force, into the plain below. About 27 years ago, a 
farm houſe, near the foot of the hill, was almoſt deitroy- 
ed by one of theſe maſſes of rock, and a woman inſtant- 
ly killed. On account of this accident, the farm-ttead 
was removed to a proper diſtance from ſuch a danger- 
dus ſituation. The hills afford variety of delightful 


5 ins Han 


or plain; and is alſo applicable to the ſituation of 3 At the 
foot of the hills now mentioned, the pariſh lies in a valley or hollow, 


which gradually opens, in an eaſterly direction, into the plain of tha 
Carſe of Gowrie. Theſe are the moſt plauſible opinions reſpecting the 


origin of the name; and as opinions only, they are given. But, even 
theſe luggeſt, that certainty is not always to be expected, in deductions 


from a language v. ich, it is allowed, often aſſords ſcope for fancy aud 
cone cture. 
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proſpeQs. From fone places i is beheld the covey of "Y 
Tay, for 18 or 20 miles; a noble piece of water, and 
a ſcene often enlivened by numbers of veſſels under ſail, 
and fiſhing boats. From the ſame eminences, the wind. 
ings of the Earn, through the mouth of that pleaſant 


tiful objeck. From another pointy opens at once to the 
view, the whole fertile plain of the Carſe of Gowrie, 
bounded by a ſweep of hills, which fall back on the N,, 
and by the Frith of Tay on the S.; the proſpect termi. 
nating to the E. with the ſteeple of Dundee, Broughty 
Caftle, and the mouth of the * ne it enters the 
German Ocean. | 
The ſoil is various. The barks of the ines are cos 
vered with a ftrong clay, capable, with proper culture, 
of carrying the heavieſt crop. The grounds riſing to- 
wards the hills conſiſt of an eaſy black mould, in many 
places deep and rich, even at a confiderable height. In 
the leve! part of the pariſh, on the E. fide, the ſame 
kind of foil is, in ſome places, mixed with clay; in 
others, with ſand. The lands under cultivation are, in 
general, good and fertile: the uncultivated parts are 

moſtly covered with plantations; ſo that there is not muck 
waſte en within't the . 


Ari The ir is exceedingly pure and healthful. The 
dryneſs of the grounds, and the ſtrong currents of welt- 
erly wind which often blow, as through a funnel, be- 
tween the hills of Kinnoul and Moredun, probably con- 
tribute to purify the air, and to render it ſalubrious. 
No local diſtempers are known to prevail here; nor are 
epidemical infections either common, or remarkably 


fatal. 


Of ͤͤͤ mf 


| within the pariſh, the Tay waſhes its ſouthern boundary 
| for 3 or 4 miles and is here navigable for ſhips, cutter 
built, of 100 tons: Dutch or flat-bottomed veſlels of 
| above 200 tons can go up to Perth. Having received, 


Hand. The neap tides riſe 6 feet; the ſpring ones 
from 9 to 168%. But could +the channel be contracted 
by an embankment, eſpecially upon the large plain, 
which is overflowed for about 10 miles, between Inchyra- 


culture, This undertaking, however, is of ſuch mag- 
mtude and enormous expenſe, that it can r be the 
work of ages. 


The Tay abounds with excellent e and 1 trout 


of different kinds, particularly 2 ſpecies of ſea- trout, 
in prog 
. the white and red ; the latter of which 1s reckoned the 
h kronger flavoured, the former more delicate. They 
weigh from 2 to 6 1b. The large bull trout is ſome- 
times found from 16 to 30 lb. and upwards. The ſal. 
Þ mon fiſhings in the Tay are an object of conſiderable 
. importance, and furniſh a valuable article of trade to the 
2 town of Perth. The rent. of the whole river, including 
the late riſes on the fiſhings, is, upon the moſt authentic 
. and reſpectable information, not below 7oοοl. Sterling. 
2 This is a great ſum, when it is conſidered how rapidly 
y * has ariſen almoſt from nothing +. 


The 


* The Earn falls alſo into the Tay 2 or 3 miles below this pariſh. 
ty 7 For many years after the beginning of this century, the ſiſhings 
| were 


Jay and Salmon F. iſhings. — Beſides 2 fow rivulets- 


in its courſe, the Dochart, Lochy, Lion, Tumble, Gary,, 
Bran, Iſla and Almond, all conſiderable rivers, befides © 
many inferior ſtreams, the Tay carries here a body of 
freſh water, far ſuperior to any other river in the 
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and Invergowrie, the tide would rife much higher, and 6 
flow with greater rapidity ; - whilſt large tracks of va- 
luable land would be recovered for the purpoſes of agri- 
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| "The fiſhings upon the Kinfauns eſtate alone, extending 
between 2 and 3 miles along the N. fide of the rive: 
only, and which are almoſt entirely in this pariſh, did 
not, in 1740, bring rock. yearly of free rent. In 156; 
they roſe to rocol. ; in 1782 to 1400l. ; and they are 
now (November 1793) let in a new leaſe for 2566], 
Heſides theſe, there are other fiſhings within the pariſh, 
to the amount of 4501., making altogether upwards of 
_ goool. annually. There are from yo to 80 men, and 
about 40 boats, employed on theſe fiſhings. The (al. 
mon are carried to market freſh, pickled, and ſalted, 
Very few, of late years, have been ſalted; a good many 
are kitted or pickled; but by far the greateſt quantity 
is run up freſh, in ice, to London, where they are now 
often eaten almoſt as freſh as on the banks of the Tay, 
The plan of preſerving the fiſh in ice was firſt ſuggeſted 
by George Dempſter, Eſq. of Dunnichen, the late pub. 
lie-ſpirited member for the neighbouring diſtrict 6 
1 and has been attended with the greateſt ſucs 
ceſs * 

FO | Road. 
were let along with the contiguous farms, and were of very little valos 
either to the proprietors or tackſmen. They did not then begin to fiſt 
till the ſeed-time was finiſhed ; and, by conſequence, the moſt valuable 
part of the ſeaſon was entirely loſt; whilſt ſcarcely any other market 
was known befides home conſumption, which did not then bring 1d. the 
pound. Since that period, the bed of the river has been cleared ot a 
obſtructions to the nets, and the fiſhings have been disjoined from tas 
farms; circumſtances which rendered them an intereſting concern, and 
A demand from the Catholick States, along wii 
the Mediterranean, for ſalted fiſn, was one mean of raifing their price, 
This was followed by a briſk trade from the London market, which has 
greatly increaſed the value of the fiſh to the tackſmen, and of the rent 
to the proprietors. | 
* The price of ſalmon, K ſpring, is ſometimes Is., ſometimes g. 
the Ib.; in June 6d.; and in July and Auguſt sd. About 25 07 5® 
years ago, it ſold for 14d., and often for 1d. the lb. The cloſe caſen 
in the Tay is from Auguſt 36. to the TIth of December. 


worthy of attention. 
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Reads An excellent turnpike road, opened lately from 


perth to Dundee, enters the pariſh on the W., and runs 


nearly its whole length. The leadin 9 principle in its for- 


mation, is to avoid pulls, which has been ſo effectually | 


accompliſhed, that it goes almoſt upon a level between 


theſe towns. The diſtance has alſo been re taced ; © 
that travellers, while they paſs along an eaſy road, and 


through a fine country, ſave nearly as much in horſe or 


chaiſe hire, as is equal to the expenſe of the tolls, The 


propoſal of a turnpike road met with univerſal approba- 


tion, ſo obvious were its advantages. The croſs roads 
in this pariſh are already tolerable, and will probably he 


ſtill improving, by having the ſtatute work chiefly ap- 
plied to their repair and ſupport. The ſtatute labour 
is here ſometimes commuted, ſometimes taken in kind. 


Turms and Agriculture. —The farms, in general, run 


from 50 or 60 to 100 acres. A few are larger. Ex- 


cepting gentlemens encloſures, for their own uſe, there 


are ſearcely any in the pariſh; nor indeed do they prevail 


in this tract of country, lying immediately along the N. 


ide of the Tay, or through the Carſe of Gowrie. As 


theſe lands are nearly on the level of the ſea, and ſhel- 


tered from the N. by a ridge of neighbouring hills, their 
climate is naturally warm, and their har veſt early. The 
foil in this pariſh and diſtrict, is more adapted for pro- 
ducing grain of all kinds, than for paſture. Very little 
of it, there fore, is employed for this purpoſe. On the 
lichter grounds, ſome flax, turnip, and potatoes, are 
raiſed for private uſe; but, upon the whole, this is a 
corn country. | | : 
Our ſyſtem of agriculture, as in moſt other parts of 
Scotland, has been exceedingly improved within theſe 
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20 or 30 years paſt, The diſtinction of outfield and infel 
no longer exiſts ; moſt of the grounds are cleared of ſtones, 
broom and}fyrze; the ridges are reduced and ſtraightened, 
wet lands drained, and a far ſuperior tillage introduced, 
Artificial graſſes have long been ſown to great advantage; 
lime, and other manures, have been applied; and ſummer 
fallow is become more frequent; all of which, with a 
proper rotation of cropping, have produced the beſt ef. 
fects. It is, however, {till to be regretted, that though 
theſe improvements are well underſtood, yet they are 
ſometimes, particularly in cropping regularly, but par. 
tially obſerved. The rotation reckoned beſt, 18, If, 
Fallow, dreſſed with lime, or dung, or both; 2dly, 
Wheat; 3(dly, Peaſe, and green crops, to prepare the 
| ground for, 4thly, Barley, ſown down with graſs ſeeds; 
_ 5thly, Hay; 6thly, Oats. 


land in high order, and makes the returns much larger, 


This ſucceſſion preſerves the 


Another courſe, alſo in practice, is, iſt, Peaſe ; 2dly, 
Wheat; 3dly, Barley; 4thly, Graſs ; 5thly, Oats. This 
anſwers tolerably well in light lands, but is unſuitable to 
clay. Farms are generally caſt into 5 or 6 diviſions, and 
one of theſe allotted to each kind of grain, a hay crop and 
fallow ; but, of late years, wheat has greatly exceeded 
this proportion, and, inftead of being a fifth or ſixth, 
is nearer a fourth or third of the Shel pr once, 
Eight bolls of wheat and barley ypon the acre, are 
conſidered as a toler able crop; 9 and 10 a good one ; but 
12 bolls of wheat upon fallow, and the ſame quantity and 
more of oats aſter graſs, are frequently obtained: Beans 
in drill yield 10 or 12 bolls, fometimes a good deal more. 


the expenſe of which 15 
But, it is to be obſerved, with 


ſeſpect to returns in general, that it is not eaſy to fix 
307 


They are 3 times hand-hoed; 
| about a guinea an acre. 
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any ſtandard, as they muſt vary greatly according to the 


„ ;ature of the ſoil and ſeaſon; and, in a very particular 
manner, according to the pram, manure, and culture be- 
towed “. . 
There is ſearcely any land i in the pariſh below 208. 
the ac re. The greater part gives 258. and 308.; a good 
deal rents from Zos. to 40s., and ſome of it is as high as 


I upwards, the acre. The preſent medium rent of land 
” may be about 11. 8s. or 11. 10s. the dere. 
5 A great deal more grain is raiſed in the pariſh than 
„erves itſelf. Wheat and barley are exported to a con- 
be iderable amount; and the farmers can now fometimes 
bre a few oats and peaſe, with a good deal of hay for 
be the market. Theſe are, indeed, tlie ſtaple commodities 
5 upon which they muſt depend for their rente, and the 
7 ' WH fipport of their families. 
5 The grain in this part of the country, 13 el of 
o n excellent quality, and the prices are proportionably | 
nd hioh, Wheat, for the 2 laſt crops, ſold from 218. to 
nd 245. ; barley at 18s. ; oats at 158. and 168.; peaſe at 
ed 125, and 13s. the boll, Linlithgow meaſure ; oat meal 
cb, ta from 168. to 18s. the boll, of 8 ſtones Dutch weight. 
The kinds of ploughs uſed here, are commonly of Small's 
1 conſtruction, drawn by 2 horſes : their number is about 
80 $6 or 58. There are between 60 and 70 carts, excluſive | 
ol Wt corn-carts uſed in harveſt. _ . 
10s Ee 2 The 
1 | 
3 * The ſeed. time begins ns as ſoon as the weather admits in March, and 


tlofes with May. Wheat is ſown from the middle of September till 
fix be end of October, and even later on light land, if the ſeaſon be dry. 
wy The harveſt generally commences with the firſt week of September; 
6. lometimes in the end of Sp 


508. Two remaining years of a leaſe of a farm, belong- 


ing to Lord Gray, were lately bought up at 31. 10s, and 


- _— 2 . — . 2 C ͤ0:⅛“ 4 EY IG 
— r e rd n 2 3 
F HA, het - IS; 2 ö 
. > : 2 5 . - Z — * 9 1 * 5 * 
* - n k . * „ * 2 = = 4 TE +. 7 q 
> 2 . — 2 T7 4 r ugh — 7 * a _ ——Y S 


b 


hs 
= 
2u i& 
t 
* 
= 
ne 
"= 
4 
Wa 
- 
\ " 
* 
* 
"I, 
. 
3 
14 
c 
. 78 
5 
The 
[1 
<1 
7 
- 
2 
1 
* 
FW 
1 
£ 
i 
K 
"By 
es 
3 
HN 
4 
* 2 
= 
85 
1 
* 4 
"Hs 
54 : 
2 
$4 
7 
33 
= 
I 
1 


4 18819 = . N 3 Fy 2 
'© TIE 1 PA — eee 1 - 
* — * "» Hy * 1 d, = 3% - y * ＋ * 8 * = = 
222 K EET ES F q 7 
ern e 0:43. ee r * ꝶ 4 = N 
* 2 1 oy Id by * - 5 5 ww, A * 9 
* LE L” 8 . * AY an n . 
FRE $6,» fg 45 of 4 \ 8 0 


A Pe no 
MYERS —— 
n 1 
* eee 
Tree 


A J — = 1 »& 5 > TL 4 on Ya e. r ? 
ran 25 e F ü % ⁰ͥ»ß˙. 7. ̃˙ er r . png. 
3 on * ES . 5 2 — — Ws ; : 

: . * : 7 ” 4 2 ICY TY FEA at wer 4 20 A 9 4 
1 grew a Me ge = bar at l "pert Ye ICs an I — 
EIS. ; 5 __ Re per Lo 2 3 
c oF c + =o OW a 
2 N ES: SAL 1 yt ihe rt i DEST 4 
„ rn . _ 


— 


2 


220 a and Account 2 


The general contents of the pit, are about 37% 
Scotch acres; of which 2520 are arable, excepting a very 
fmall proportion. The remaining 1260 acres, are under 
plantations. Theſe run along the tops and front of the 
hills, and conſiſt moſtly of Scotch fir, with larixes, beech 
oak, ang; other * foreſt trees.  intermixed. 


* and Black Catth A, no black cattle are em. 
ployed here in operations of huſbandry, not many, ex. 
cepting cows, are reared. Some Fyouhg ſtots, or win 


terings, as they are commonly called, are bought in for 


eating up the fodder in winter, and are fold, or ſent of 

to graſs in ſummer. Horſes are, for the moſt part, 
bought; few are reared, | Beſides what gentlemen key 
tor their own private uſe, the number of ſheep is but 
ſmall, Cows and cattle, at preſent, amount to 400 
there are 185 horſes, and about go ſheep. 


Population. — There is good reaſon to believe, that thi 
pariſh is not now ſo populous as formerly. The rapid 
ſucceſs of the manufactures, which has drawn the people 
from the country to the towns, is one great cauſe of de- 
population, Uniting ſmall poſſeſſions, or crofts, into 
farms, is another ; and the diſuſe of cottagers, as farm. 
ing ſervants, has alſo contributed to the ſame effect. 1: 
has become much the practice, of late years, to employ 
unmarried men as farming ſervants; of courſe cotta 
gers, and their houſes, have, in ſome degree, diſappear- 
ed *. 3 | 

Alfira® 


* 'This mode may be del with ſome trivial . but hon 
far i it is founded in ſound policy, may be greatly queſtioned. Some of its 


41 N are obvious. Scarcity of hands, advance on the price rl 
| labout, 


c r ney ge OY FEES 


— 


Aſtract, for Ten Years, of | 


Baptiſm, Marriages, £5 ml Burials, 
„ 25 4 | | 
1784, e * © 
. * 3 
1786, ** 4 7 
1787, 3 4 3 
1788, | 4 5 6 
1789, 13 TI: 4 
2790, | 5 2 2 
vol; 13 = 4 
1792, 11 1 5 


nog Aver, ch 20 Averig a. 42 Aver. near 5 


Theſe are the ſtatements in the pariſh record. But 


it is to be obſerved, in explanation of the above, that 


wherever there are ſectaries in a pariſh, the entries upon 


the regiſter of the eſtabliſhment are not only irregularly | 


made, and the numbers of the different years thus ren- 
tered diſproportionate, but they are ſoractimes neglect- 
ed altogether. 


6 


labour, and the want of a healthy, robuſt ſet of men to recruit our fleets. 


and armies, in any national emergency, are natural conſequences of a thin 
population, In harveſt 1792, before the manufactures met with any 
check, journeymen weavers, who uſed formerly to reap in harveſt, and 


earn IL. 48. and x1. 58. for 3 weeks labour, refuſed to work under 2s. and 


28. Gd. a-day, which they could make at the loom. A ſet of healthy cot- 


tagers, and their families, would have prevented ſuch hardſhip, and ren- 


dered moſt efſential ſervice to their maſters'at mat critical ſeaſon, 
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5 3 . about 
STATISTICAL TABLE. ies 
poor IT 
| Number of ſouls, by: return | made Clergyman, „ t monly 
to Dr. Webſter, 639 Weavers and their apprentices, y collect: 
5 "16 ; , „ ; Shoemakerh.- I) der 1. 
5 18 5 Ws 9 55 5 E 
5 containing 710 ſouls, 1 Wien, 1 8 | capital 
of houſesin 1793, 5 Smiths, = 2 
133, containing 628 abont 45. 3 5 partly 
Of theſe, n ro years old, Cooper, 3 8 theſe 
0G. „ "130... $ecedery, - -« - - na: 
From 18 to 20, 106 Servants, male go, female 3 38, 8 nd 0 
20 to 50, 285 Farms, beſides ſome crops, 40 
"$0 20995 98-7" Ale noules,”: ett 
S CV%CCVCâ⁴h ß ET we Lai 
— „„ _ Cows and black cattle, about 4c0 daxon 
3 ee e a , ed 
Females, = 321 Ploughs, „„ 4. 
CZ = e dialec 
5 628 Number of Scotch acres, 3/5 rea 
Heritorss, .- 5 Valued rent, 59331. 135. 4d. Scots word: 
Farmers kamilies, . 5 BJ Real rent, including 2001. for filt* low Þ 
Widowers 3, widows 17, : 20 ings, about © vas Sterling, great 
Stipend, School, Poor, Ke; The church is an old 5 
7 
building, without any date. It was repaired in 178g, | 
AT IS. arge 
and is now a decent and comfortable place of worſhip. - 
| 1 | 1 | K . to 
The manſe was built in 1739, and repaired in 1769. | 
; | N lord 
The ſtipend conſiſts of 4 bolls wheat, 67 meal, 41 bars 1 
| (Ne D 


ley, and 271. Ios. of money, with a glebe of 4 acres. 
There are 5 heritors in the pariſh, 3 of whom reſide . 
occaſionally, and 2 conſtantly. The Earl of Mansfield «7 
1s patron,—The ſchool and ſchool-houſe were built in Wc: 
1769, and are in tolerable repair. The ſchoolmaſters WW" 


| ſalary, paid by the heritors, was lately augmented by oe 
them, from 100 to 200 merks. From his office of ſeſ- net. 


ſion-clerk, and as precentor, he may have about 41., and eder 
nearly as much from his ſchool-fees; making altogether dump 
about 


pere 
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about 171. or 181. annually. here are no | begging 
poor in the pariſh, The number upon the roll is com- 
monly from 7 to 10. They are ſupplied by the weekly 5 


. collections, and uſual caſualties, which may be toge- 
der 121. or 131. yearly ; and the intereſt of about 500l. 
; capital, which has arifen partly from pious donations, 
s partly from ſavings when the times admitted. From 
; theſe funds they are provided, without any aſſeſſment, | 


in a regular monthly allowance, and alſo with clothes, 
and ſome coals for the winter . | 
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96 Language. — The language of this parith and corner is * 
o Saxon, intermixed with Scottiſh words and expreſſions; |: 
attended, however, by little or no provincial accent or fa 
f dalect. Though this part of the country is not at a 9 


2 — 


great diſtance from the Highlands, yet neither Gaelic 
vords nor accent are known amongſt the natives be- 
low Perth. Very few names of places are 2 ; but A 
rat number are Scotch or San. 


1d | 3 g | | | ny RE ey | 
0 Antiquities. In the Caſtle of Kinfauns, is kept 4 
| n — : | : 
, large old ſword, probably made near 5co years ago, and 
q to be uſed by both hands. It is ſhaped like a broad 
5 ſword, and is 5 feet 9 inches long, 2+ inches broad at 
0 the hilt, and of a proportionable thickneſs, with a round 
40 ? knob 
ad * Beſides theſe ſtated ſupplies, liberal private charities are given Oc- 
In chonally to families in diftreſs. This temporary relief is productive of 
8 the beſt conſequences, by preventing the laborious poor from falling inte 
57 total ruin, and becoming public burdens. As long as the common people 
5 an be preſerved from being known objects of charity, a decent pride 
wm excites their induſtry; ; but this ſoon diſappears, when once they are re- 
nd gular penſioners on a parith roll. The effects of harveſt 1782 were, 
er comparatively, but little felt here. As the funds are plentiful, the poer 


17 pere wel! appel, without any Put of the aid allowed by n 
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| knob at the upper end, near 8 inches in circumfereng, 
This terrible weapon bears the name of Charterij, 
Fword ; and probably belonged to Sir Thomas Charter 
commonly called Thomas de Longueville, once proprie 
tor of the eſtate of Kinfauns. Sir Thomas Charteriz 
glias Longueville, was a native of France, and of an 2. 
cient family in that country. If credit can be given y 
accounts of ſuch remote date, when lie was at the cour 
of Philip le Bel, in the end of the 13th century, he ha 
a diſpute with, and killed a French nobleman in th 
king's preſence, He eſcaped, but was refuſed pardon, 

Having, for ſeveral years, infeſted the ſeas as a p. 
rate, known by the name of the Red Beaver, from the 
Colour of the flags he carried on his ſhips, in May 130 

or 1302 (by Adamſon's Chronology), Sir Willa 
Wallace, in his way to France, encountered and todi 

him priſoner. At Wallace's interceſſion, the Frend 


| King conferred on him a pardon, and the honour d 3 
knighthood. He accompanied Wallace on his retum il fm 
Scotland, and was ever after his faithful friend, and acW..... 

ing in his exploits. Upon that hero's being betrape 77 
and carried to England, Sir Thomas Charteris retira en 2 
to Lochmaben, where he remained till Robert Brus fag, 
began to aſſert his right to the crown of Scotland. Li. a. 
joined Bruce; and was, if we may believe Adamfan, 1680 

who refers to Barbeur, the firſt who followed that king top © 

into the water, at the taking of Perth, January 8. 13% nitab 
Bruce rewarded his bravery, by giving him lands e nere 
the neighbourhood of Perth, which appear to have bet ing, 
thoſe of Kinfauns, and which continued in the ſamily d ing 
Charteris for many years, It is to this ancient knight V 
and to the antique {word above mentioned, tuat Adam 
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1 bs , in theſe Lines * VI) of his Muſe" ; 
I Threnodie. 8 


Al which Thomas Lengweviils - 
Some time did hold, whoſe ancient ſword of ſteel 
Remains unto this day, and of that land 

Is chiefeſt evident. 8 | * 


About 40 years ago, upon opening the burying vault 
under the aile of the church of Kinfauns, erected by this 
family, there was found a head- piece, or kind of hel- 
met, made of ſeveral folds of linen, or ſome ſtrong ſtuff, 
painted over with broad ftripes of blue and white; 
which ſeems to have been part of the fiftitious armour, 
wherein the body of Thomas e or r Charteris, 
had been depoſited *. 

The eftate of Kinfauns afterward let's to a gen- 
tleman of the name of Carnegie, of the Northeſk family ; 
from whom it paſſed to that of Blair, whoſe heireſs was 
married to John Lord Gray, father of the preſent Lord. | 

There is alſo in the houſe of Kinfauns, which ſtands 
on an elevated fituation, overlooking the Tay, an iron 
lag, or vane, 2 feet long and 1 foot broad, turning upon 
a ſtaff of the ſame metal, 8 feet high. It has the date, 
1688, cut in the middle, and was wont to be placed on the 
top of the caſtle. This was a mark, or badge, of an he- 
ritable office, or power of admiralty over the river, an- 
nexed to the eſtate of Kinfauns, for preſerving the fiſh= 
ing, and puniſhing all treſpaſſes committed in deſtroy- 
ing the ſalmon. In a charter under the great ſeal, in 

Vol. XIV. VVV 


Vide Hiſtorical Annotations « on Blind Harry' s Wallace, publiſhed at 
Perth a few years ago. 


$26 Slatiſtical Account 
the year 16771, the old juriſdiction is explained and con. 
firmed; and, according to the tradition of the country, 
it was acknowledged by all veſſels paſſing in the Tay, by 
_ a ſalute, or lowering of their colours to the caſtle. Thi; 
power extends from Drumlie Sands below Dundee 00 
the heart of the river, and entitles the family of Kin- 
fauns to a ſalmon, * out of every fiſhing boat on 
the Toy” | 


"Pe and Wages.—The price of proviſions has rife 
greatly of late years, and 1s here roglared by the Perth 
met t 3 

8 „ 
| Situatin 


»The charter, after confirming the lands and barony of Kinfauns 
adds, and alſo the heritable office of keeping the ſaid water of Tay, u. 
on both ſides of the ſamine, within the hail bounds thereof, beginning at 
that part of the ſamine called Drumlie Sands, until the head of the ſamine 


water, and all other waters, floods, and burns running into the ſaid wa. 


ter, within the hail bounds thereof; and with power to ſeck and ſcarch 
all fiſhers, and other perſons whatſoever, who can be found aud appr. 
hended, taking ſmolts, kipper, or ſalmon, with cruives, or any other mat: 
ner of way, within ſaid bounds or parts thereof, within forbidden time.“ 
Tt alfo grants power to hold courts, amerciate and puniſh for all ſus) 
'offences. And further, All other privileges, liberties, immunities, fee; 
and duties belonging to ſaid heritable office; and ſpecially with the fied 
ane ſalmon yearly, to be uplifted and Alen! in all time coming, furth d 
lk an boat, wherewith ſalmon ſhall happen to be taken in the ſaid river 
Tay, upon both ſides thereof within the bounds aforeſaid ” _ 
+ Chickens, which 25 or 30 years ago ſold at 2d., are now 4d. and td 
a piece; grown poultry from 18. to 18. 3d. each; eggs are 6d. the dozen; 
beef in autumn 34 d., or Ad., in ſpring 5d., ſometimes 6d. the pound; mut 
ton from 3d: to 4d. in autumn, and 5d. in the ſpring ; veal and lamb tt 
commonly 6d., all Amſterdam weight; geeſe ſell at 28. 6d. and 38 
turkeys at 4s. 6d. and 5s. ; pigs at 58., and all other proviſions in the ſame 
proportion. Though this is a rich country, yet vivres are, in gener, 
high; and even ſome articles, fuch as eggs and poultry, are aſſected by thc 


Edinburgh market. 
4 * 
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Situation 6 and Charadter of the People, —A remarkeble 


change has taken place within theſe 30 years paſt, in the 
dreſs, manners, and cleanlineſs of the people; the natu- 


| ral conſequence of the influx of money. The great riſe 
| of wages has conſiderably meliorated the ſituation of 
ſuch as depend upon their labour for the ſupport of their 


families. And were the houſes of cottagers, and of thoſe 


in the inferior ranks of life better, it would be a vaſt 
addition to their comfort. Some excellent ones have 
been lately built by proprietors. If ſome inftances of 5 
more ſtraitened circumſtances occur amongſt the poorer 


people, yet they do not ſeem to produce diſcontent. It 


is not known that any have died of want. None, for 


many years back, have been deſtitute of employment ; 


and there have been no emigrations. No perſon, in the 
| memory of the oldeſt man alive, has been tried for any 


crime, or baniſhed, 


The people are rather above middle fire; ; they are 
healthy, and of a good looking, decent appearance. Their 


attendance upon public worſhip is n; their ideas 
of religion are rational. 


. pariſh and diſtrict derive great 
advantage from the turnpike road lately made between 
Perth and Dundee; and from their vicinity to a navi- 


gable river. By the laſt of theſe, immediate acceſs is 


F f 2 5 opened 


The yearly wages of a ploughman, or farming ſervant, have riſen 1555 
Al. and 31. to 8, 9, and 10 guineas; thoſe of an upper ſervant to 121., and 
often more. Cottagers employed as farming ſervants are paid nearly in 
the ſame proportion, after making deduction for their houſes, and for 


land, if they poſſeſs any. The wages of women ſervants in farm houſes, are 


3l.; of houſe carpenter a-day. 18. 8d. ; of a maſon, 73. Ed. and 18. $d. ; 


ofa tailor with victuals, 6d. and 84.; of a common labonrer, 1s., without 
i Auals. 
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228 Statiſtical Account 
opened to the ſea, and to every port around the iſland, 
Lime, and other manures, come by water, cloſe to the 
lands of the inhabitants. By the ſame eaſy conveyance, 
their grain is carried to market, and delivered with little 
trouble and expenſe. But one of the moſt comfortable 
effects of the river, is its furniſhing, from the coaſts of 
the Frith of Forth, a regular ſupply of coal, which is the 
fuel of this country, and which, till of late years, waz 
brought in plenty, and ſold at a moderate rate. The 
_ uſual price was 45. the boll, of 56 ſtones Engliſh weight, 
or 800 weight of 112 pounds each. This 1s the weight 
of the boll at Dundee, and in the Tay below Perth: 
There the boll is only 40 ſtones. Within theſe few 
years, however, a moſt unaccountable dearth and ſcarcity 
of coal has taken place in this corner, as well as in other 
parts of the country. But it is to be hoped, that thi 
late act of parliament, taking off the duty coaſtwiſe 
will, in time, help to remove this hardſhip, by introdu. 
cing coal from England, on reaſonable terms, 
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NUM B E R XIV. 
PARISH or KILFINAN. 


(County AND srvob OF Avex. Fa n o 
1 Doxoox.) 


By the Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER MFARTLANE. 


1 


Name, Situation, and Extent. 


Tur pariſh of Kilfinan derives its name from St. 


Finan, a ſaint of the 7th century, and a diſciple 


ct the great Columba, abbot of St. Iona or I, near the 
Hand of Mull, and ſignifies, the church and burying- 
place dedicated to St. Finan. It is 15 miles long, by 3, 
4, 5, and, in ſome places, near 6 miles broad. It is 


bounded on the W. and N. W. by Lockfine, on the S. 


by the ſea, which ſeparates it from the iſland of Arran, 


ſuppoſed to be from 5 to 6 leagues over. The pariſh is 
divided by a ſmall water that runs paſt the church, on 
the S. ſide of 1 it, into Lochſine, into 2 unequal parts. The 
louthern diviſion is called Kerriff or Kerry, which is a 
bielic word, that ſignifies a quarter or fourth part of 
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230 Salt 2 Account 
5 any thing ; ; 1 as it is by far the 1004 dt FT 
ſion, and the church ſtanding upon it, the whole parih 
often goes by the name of the pariſh of the Keiry, an 
is fully as well known in the neighbourhood by thy 
name, as by its real one; but it is never written {, 
The northern diviſion is called Otter, which is alſo 
Gaelic word, deſcriptive of a ſhallow place, over whid 
runs 2 gentle current ; and accordingly this diviſion 
the pariſh is ſo called from a moſt beautiful ſand bank 
' which juts out into Lochfine, in a ſerpentine form, neu 
the ſeat of Mr. Campbell of Otter, proprietor of th 
- whole diviſion but one farm. This bank is 1805 yard; 
long, from water-mark to its remoteſt extremity at loy 
water, and forms, with the land on the S. fide, an oblique 
and on the N. an obtuſe angle. In time of ſpring tide, 
it is entirely covered at high-water, and about 3 hour, 
after the turn of the tide, the whole appears to withi 
a few yards of its extremity ; and from its length, nat. 
rowneſs, and form, makes a very uncommon and ples. 
It ſeems to be an encroachment of th 
ſea upon the land, which, from its nature, could gin 
it little oppoſition, being low, level, and channelly. On 
the N. fide of the bank, where ſeems to have been the 
ancient channel of the loch, the water is very deep: 01 
the S. fide, where, according to conjecture, the ſurfac: 
has been peeled off by the united force of ſtorms, and! 
ſtrong current, it is very ſhallow ; ebbs a great way out 
in time of ſpring tides, and gives opportunity to the in- 
| habitants in the neighbourhood to gather oyſters, ſpo! 
fiſh, muſſels, and other various kinds of ſhell fiſh, which 


are there to be found in great perfection und abun: 
| dance, 


| 85 


Po 


$91] and Surface. Any variety that is to be found in 
he ſoil of this pariſh, is evidently the natural conſe. 
quence of different ſituations. In ſome few flats, out of 
the reach of running waters, and not far diſtant from 

the ſea, yet ſo far as not to have ever been overflown by 
it, is to be ſeen a fine, black mould lying upon a gravel 

bed, not deep, but abundantly fertile, and when pro- 
perly laid out, produces excellent graſs. In ſome low 
flats, near the level of the ſea, and in all flat valleys, 
where running waters have, in the progreſs of time, 
traverſed the ground by ſhifting their courſe (which 
in this country they continually do where they run 
through arable land), the ſoil is light and channelly, re- 
quires manure very frequently, but gives a fure and 
fertile, though not a very heavy crop. Near the S. 
wint of the pariſh is to be found, in a few places, a 
thin ftratum of black clay covering a gravelly bottom, 
and gives a crop light or heavy, according as it is deep 
and dry, or light and ſour, but never ripens early. All 
the inland farms are cold and bleak, not fo fit either for 
paſturage or tillage as thoſe upon the coaſt. The crops 
upon them are generally as heavy, but not near ſo fer- 
tle, and are always conſiderably later in ripening than 
thoſe upon the low grounds. All ground upon a decli- 
rity (or what is commonly called hanging ground), is 
very poor ſoil, the ſubſtance Reg walked out of it by 
the rains. 


The ſuxface is 1 and the bar equally ſo, being 
all rocky, a few bays excepted ; yet it produces little 
lea-weed for kelp. The only kelp which the preſent 
incumbent ever heard of being made in the pariſh, is a 
little that 1 15 yearly. manufactured about the S. point, 
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near the preſent ſeat of che faraily of AM; and ae 


I or t. 
the W of Bute. Bip 
Hun, Takes Rivers; Woods, &c.— Although then ” a 

are many hills in this pariſh, there are none of remark. as 
able height ; the moſt conſiderable are thoſe which d. ay 
vide this from the pariſh of Glendarual. They are al 1 
moſſy, and conſequently barren, Heath and fog being hs 
their principal produce, is, in general, withered aul "8 
weather-beaten. The moſt of them, however, produce 1 
one ſpecies of graſs, though not in great abundance, de 

; which is very uſeful for cattle in the latter end of tie * 
ſeaſon, particularly in ſpring, when provender general) 4 5 
turns ſcarce; I mean moor- bent, which is ſo hard al & 
durable in its nature, that the ſevereſt winter has ſcarce. E 
ly any other effect upon it, than to diſcolour it a little 3 
Sheep are very fond of it in ſpring, and eſpecially vin. "IP 


terers, that is, cattle which are not houſed at all, but "ab 
are fed without in clcſes all the ſeaſon over; and it i ba 
ſuppoſed to give them ſtrength and vigour, ſooner tha "oi 
the fineſt graſs upon the low ground. 

There are ſeveral ſmall lakes, the largeſt of them no 
much exceeding half a mile long; and all abound in ye-Wl Mr 
low trout of no great ſize. There are 4 waters, and s 
many beautiful bays ; but thoſe to which nature ſeems 
to have been moſt partial, are the bays of Kilfinan an ben 
Achlick, more eſpecially the former, ſuppoſed by many il we 

to be one of the prettieſt ſituations upon Lochfine. Up- Lan 
on theſe waters, there is, in times of rain, plenty d no 
yellow trout, weighing from 1 to 6 lb. weight. It Ml for 
ſaid, that, ſome years ago, ſalmon of 16 lb. weight Ws Wil oce; 
often killed upon the waters of Kilfinan, and grilſe ver) 
frequently, z. e. ſalmon that is ſuppoſed to want 2 ve 0 


90 \ 
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or two of coming to its full growth. None of theſe 
kinds have been ſeen upon it of late years, however; 
at leaſt for 12 years paſt, ſo far as we could hear of: 
and what made them diſappear, or makes them fo ſhy - 
as to forſake their uſual haunt, we are not able to ac- 
count for, unleſs it be, that the ancient art of exagger- 
ating is lofing ground, and not to be found in ſuch per- 
ſee ion now a-days, among the riſing e as it 8 


was poſſeſſed by their fathers. 
the pariſh, They confiſt moſtly of oak, aſh, birch, el- 


der, hazle, &c. But the natural plant of the ſoil ſeems 
to be aſh; for both the planted and the ſpontaneous 


be a ſign of the poverty of the ſoil, and the coldneſs of 


nature. In the interior part of the pariſh, plantations 
thrive pretty well, and alſo in the N. diſtrict of it, 


which lies upon Lochfine ; as appears by that beautiful 


grove which ſurrounds the manſion-houſe of Mr. Camp- 
bell of Otter: but, on the S. point of the pariſh, where 
the experiment has been of late fairly tried by Mr. 
Lamont of Lamont, they do not promiſe well, owing, 
no doubt, to the ſaline drift that is conveyed by the 
ſtorms to every part of that neck of ind, from the. 
ocean which embraces it. 


Climate and 1 Difeafis—Io this country, we have abun - 


Vor. XIV. G g dance 


There is a conſiderable quantity of natural ods in 


growth of it comes to a degree of perfection and fize, 
that no other tree does ; and its quality is, by thoſe who 
manufacture it in towns for the purpoſes of fine work- 
manſhip, allowed to be ſuperior to any thing of the kind 
that grows in the Low Country. This, however, may 


the climate; it being a well known fact, that ſlow growth 
makes timber fine in the reed, and hard and durable in its 
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dance of rain, and very changeable weather, a8 much, 


perhaps, as in any part of Scotland whatever, more eſpe. 


: cially for ſeveral years paſt. This, we believe, is oy. 
ing to the high hills of Arran, thoſe of Sliabh Goil, and 
many others, with which we are ſurrounded, although 
at ſome diſtance, which break the clouds, and bring 
down the rain upon us. Theſe rains generally come 


with a S. wind, a S. E., or a S. W. wind. With a W. 


wind, we have generally heavy and frequent ſhowers 


but no conſtant rain. An eaſterly wind is generally 
dry, and. ſo is a northerly ; ; and it is rare to ſee any rain 
at all with a N. E. wind. The rains often fall very C0- 
piouſly in the months of Auguſt and September, and do 
material injury to our crops, which conſiſt . in 
oats, W hay, and potatoes 5 
Inſtancet 
* Few epidemieal diſeaſes are known among us, excepting the ſmall 
pox, meaſles, and hooping cough, Fevers were, ſome time ago, very 
frequent and mortal in this pariſh, but much leſs ſo for ſeveral years paſt 
The happy cauſe of this ſeems to be, that the people have, in a great 


meafure, diſcontinued the fooliſh practice of viſiting the ſick in great 


crowds, eſpecially upon Sundays, which, in the laſt age, was, in this 
country, conſidered as the particular buſineſs of the day. The intention, 
no doubt, was good, it being their deſign to adminiſter comfort to the 
diſtreſſed ; but, inſtead of *alleviating, they ſeldom failed to add to his 
ſalferings : by thronging the bouſe, and corrupting the air, they fed the 
diſorder, and weakened the patient: And what was alſo very natural to 
lock for, when they retired, it frequently happened, that ſome of the 
company carried the contagion along with them. In thoſe days, the 
univerſal. belief of the lower ranks of people, appears to have been, that 
there was a fatality in all circumſtances in life, that the moſt trivial cit- 
cumſtances had been foreordained, and that conſequent!y, no perſon 
could either accelerate, or eſcape his fated death. In proportion as they 
have dropped that idea, and begin to be ſenſible, that man is 1:ft, at leaſt 
in many things, to the freedom of his own will, and that, as a free agent, 
ke may be infrumental n promoting. his own temporal happineſs, of 
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requires no great penetration, however, 4s final” ont, . 
leaſt a very ſuppoſable cauſe, which is, that the laſt ge- 


trade with the Iſle of Man, to an aſtoniſhing extefit ; the 
bad effects of which are diſcoverable in the pariſh to 
this day. It was only in the ſouthern diſtrict of the pa- 


: conſequently they were then more wealthy, in general, ; 
an their neighbours | in the northern diviſion; but 
in | 


Gg 3 | | fince 


multiplying his misfortunes, Shay hes more cautious in approaching 
any contagion which ſeems to them to be connected with danger. 

lu the courſe of 40 years back, epidemical ſtiches made their appear- 
ance 3 ſeveral times in the pariſh, and carried off a great number of 
people. The ſecond viſit of this diſorder, was about the y2ar 1772, and 
was very general and deadly over the whole country. The laſt was ia 
eat the year 1784, when the diſorder entered at the north end of the pariſh ; 


ion, of that diviſion, called Otter, but did not croſs the water at Kilfinan. By 
the all accounts, the diſorder was exactly the ſame at both theſe laſt periods, 


bus WY 20d was ſo very violent, that, in general, the patient was either carried 
the cf, or recovered within 48 hours, aſter his being ſeized. People of a 
i te 


plethoric habit, and . young 2 were —.— n at- 
the tacked. 


the The blefſ:d diſovery of incenlaticn has been curly practiſedi in this pa- 
that nim, and, at all times, with great fucceſs; yet, it is much to be regret- 
cit- ted, that few of the lower ranks can be perſuaded to take the benefit of 
rſon WM it. From 3 to 7 years is generally the longeſt interval between the viſics 
er Wi & the meaſles in this pariſh, The laſt was in the year 1789, when a 
leak very remarkable circumſtance attended it; upwards of 30 adult people, 
zent, malts and females, from 20 to Go years of age, have been ſeized with the 
= dilorder, while the greateſt number of the young children have eſcaped, 

7 


lone of them even in the very houſes, and lying in the boſom of thei 
Pirents when confined, 


Tnſlances of Longevity. Few inftances of longevity 
are recorded in this pariſh; but this cannot be attribut- 
ed to the climate, which is abundantly wholeſome. It 


neration have been exceedingly addicted to drinking, 


owing to their having carried on a ruinous contraband 


iſh, viz. the Kerry, that this trade was carried on, and 


ard being very mortal, continued its progreſs through almoſt every farm 


I” BE 5 . 9 12 - A . 
7 1 N * , l 4 EN * — 3 4 
8 <<, — FTT S 1 =. —.— E449 983 
- 5 Ds, 2% „„ I TE in rods Mean ot REO es r E ² OO RET We i» 
SRI IS ooo NeS. 9 watts as; 3 c L P 

5 hp 6. SIN Wo 2 * * * * e F a or E 

ISS 8 My : 8 COS TEES CS. ets. - 5 2 2 3+ Fake by. ESE 
Ty TO ITT 3 1 e * UG is PEN ION le 7 8 SETS * - 
? n . A 7 FS” v4 IT , 5 8 
* r = * e 


. 
n * 5 
N = 


Th 
— . 


. 1 


rod 


i 236 a Statiſtical. Account TE 


: fince that period, of the inhabitants of the Kerry, th 
greateſt number haye been bankrupt by misfortunes; 
others, by the habits they acquired, came to poyerty; 
and being obliged to quit their farms, are ſucceeded hy 
a complete ſet of new tenants from the neighbouring p- 
riſhes; while the moſt of the inhabitants of the northen 
| diviſion, occupy the ſame lands upon which their foreft, 
thers lived comfortably for many generations before then, 
A few inſtances of longevity, however, might be men. 
tioned : Archibald M*Laughlane, a native of Otter, aui 
who died in the Kerry, near 30 years ago, was 118 years 
of age; and in the harveſt immediately | before he died, wa 
reckoned the beſt hay cutter upon the farm of Kilfinan 
of which he occupied a part. When young, he was: 
nan of ſuch known bodily ſtrength, that, although he 
was not quarrelſome himſelf, whenever a ſquabble en- 
ſucd near him, which at that time was frequently the 
| caſe in the church ard of Kilfinan, at marriages and fu. 
nerals, whenever he got notice, he immediately re- 
Paired to the ſpot, and his preſence never failed to 
ſtrike ſuch terror, that both parties were very glad to 
| ceaſe from the ſtrife. On this account, he was often 
called, as a by name, Craobh na ſiochaidh, i. e. ti 
peace-maker. Donald M*Intyre, who died in Novem- 
ber 1792, was a native of the pariſh of Dalavich, in the 
preſbytery. of Lorn, and 96 years of age; and althoupl 
he had no education, was a very intelligent converſibl 
man, of uncommon memory, knew more of the hiſton 
of Scotland, than many who had a regular education; 
could repeat a very great number of the poems of Olly 
Vllin, Oran, with a great part of the hiſtory of thoſe he- 
roes very correctly. He retained his faculties unim- 
| paired, till the very laſt : and, within 6 days before he 


died, declarc ed, he neyer Was confined for half an hou! 
by 
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by any kind of 2 and chat he did not K 


what it was to have a headach. He even eſcaped the 
ſmall pox, meaſles, and hooping cough. He was a re- 


. TD Roe of * and ſobriety, 
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of whom reſide in the pariſh. The principal heritor is 
Mr. Lamont of Lamont, Who poſſeſſed property in Ar- | 
gyllſhire for a long period of years. The family refided 
in the pariſh of Dunoon, in view of the Clyde, and op- | 


poſite the burgh of Rothſay, in Bute, until the reign of 


Charles I., when the then proprietor, Sir James Lamont 
of Lamont, ſupported the cauſe of that unhappy mo- 
narch, for which his family ſeat, the caſtle of Towart, 


was taken and deſtroyed by the Marqpis of Argyll *. 


Mode of Cultivation.— The tenants in this pariſh are 
ſo much attached to the ancient mode of cultivation, 
that modern improvements in huſbandry can ſcarcely be 


ſaid to have found their way to our latitude. The ſoil 


ſeems much better calculated for paſturage than tillage ; 
Hence it is the intereſt of the tenant to plough his ground 
very ſparingly ; and yet, in general, they adopt juſt the 


oppoſite rule, for without allowing it time enough to re- 
cover itſelf after much fatigue, they always plough more 


than double the quantity they are able properly to mas 
nure. Few of the tenants, indeed, underſtand farming, 


ſo as to do juſtice to their ground; and by far the great= 


. 


here is in this pariſh the ruins of an old caſtle, called Aſgog. It 
Was, at the above period, in the pofſeſſion of a cadet of that family, who, 
taking the fame tide with his chief, had his cattle alſo deſtroyed, by order 
of the Marquis. The taking and deſtroying of theſe caſtles, compoſed 
part of che indictment, upon which the Marquis was tried and convict- 
«d, as appear: by the State Trials. 
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eſt number, if they ſhould be experienced farmers, want 
the means of doing it; as they are, in general, poor. 
There is plenty of excellent limeſtone in the pariſh, and 
convenient enough for the moſt of them; yet it is rare 
to ſee a kiln burnt for the uſe of the ground. It may he 
ſaid, indeed, that the inconveniency of peats, and the op- 
preſſive tax, until of late, upon coals, is the cauſe 
of this ; but allowing this to be a good reaſon, why 
is not every farm covered with ſhell-ſand, which i; 
found upon the coaſt in great abundance, and of the very 
beſt quality? All the farmers in the pariſh allow it to 
be far preferable to lime, yet very few make uſe of it, 
The very ſea-weed, which is thrown in by the ſtorm 
upon the ſhore, 1s often allowed to rot, where the tide 
has left it, although it is found to be as good manure for 
barley, as any that can be made uſe of. Of late years, 
indeed, there 1s one kind of improvement begun, and like- 
ly to become very general; I mezn, reducing the number 
of horſes in their ploughs, and uſing carts inſtead of 
cars. Formerly they had 4 horſes in each plough, the 
moſt of them now plough by 3, and many by 2; and it 
is certain, beſides the ſaving, that the ploughing is 
much better than it uſed to be. The only green crops 
that are raiſed in the pariſh, are a few peaſe, and pota- 
toes in abundance. Summer fallowing is entirely un- 
known to them. As to theſe matters, it is thought they 
judge very right, for the ſoil is ſo weak, as not to bear 
ſummer fallowing, and the climate is no way favourable 
to green Crops. The only trial that is known to have 
been made of raiſing wheat, was by Mr. Lamont of 
Lamont, who ſowed about 3 firlots theſe two laſt ſeaſons 
paſt, and it anſwered pretty well. There is not the 


malleſt reaſon to doubt, that in many parts in this pa- 


riſh, 


1 
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oy the foil is apt of carrying wheat, if, ve knew 
how to prepare 9 n. 


N 
eee. Scotch plough is moſt- 
ly uſed in this pariſh, and, in ſome few places, muſt con- 


tinue to be uſed, where the ground happens to be very 
unlevel, and full of large ſtones under the ſurface. The 


7 tenants have no idea of the advantage of clearing away 
dels ſtones out of their ground; nay, ſome of them aſ- 
ert, that there is an advantage in having them in it, be- 
3 WM cauſe they give heat to the ground, and ſo contribute to 
„ manure it. They chooſe, therefore, to run the riſk of break- 
8 ing their ploughs ſeveral times in a ſeaſon, and have the toil 
n ok digging yearly about a ſtone, where their plough does 
i not reach, rather than remove it once for all, which, in 
" Wnol cafes, would not be a very laborious operat on. A 
„e, however, make uſe of the Engliſh plough ; and it is 
* Wh be hoped, that the reſt will ſoon follow their example. 
er lt is, indeed, ſurpriſing, that any farmer ſhould want it, 
oo s it is plain to a demonſtration, that it lays the ground 
Ws infinitely better, and ploughs with much more eaſe to 
it 


man and horſe, than what the Scotch plough does ; and 
tie greateſt part by far of the ground in this pariſh, is 


550 imooth and level, that it ſuits it extremely well *. 
ta- . 


Manures, 
In- 
127 * Until of late, all the peats, manure, corn, &c. were carried upon 
ear 


ters or fledges, but now moſt of thoſe who can afford it, have got carts, 
though, indeed, few have got cart roads to the peats. Theſe are upon 
the whole, however, a great improvement, and one principal cauſe of 


ble 


ans thcir being able to reduce the number ef their horſes. 

of Vonder of ploughs in the pariſh, _ . 5 86 
ons — af harrows, - * - - 261 
the — of carts, nut - - 58 


pa- N. B. Of te ploughs, & only are made after the Engliſh conſtruction, 
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Manures, Obſtacles to Improvement, &c.— The prin, 
cipal part of the manure that is made uſe of in the 2 
riſh, is what comes from the byre and ſtable, and is of 
various kinds, as all the cattle are houſed, ſummer and 
winter, excepting with a few graziers and ſhepherd, 
who never houſe any but their milch cows, and in winter 
their work horſes. The ſummer dung, the farmers ge. 
nerally mix in Auguſt, with ſome rich earth, or mo, 
and perhaps a few ferns, and, where it may be conve. 
niently had, ſome ſea-weed ; and laying theſe ingredi. 
_ ents upon one another, ſtratum above ſtratum, each in 
its turn, they make up a mound which forms a compoſ; 
midding or dunghill. In November, this compoſition is 
carted away to ſome ley ground, which is ploughed in 
January or February, and a ſecond time in May ; and 
being ſown with barley, produces a good crop. All 
the reſt of the dung gathered throughout the year, 
is divided between bear land and potatoes; which laſ 
article is generally a ſure crop in this country, and, to- 
gether with a ſtore of herrings, which they provide in 


harveſt, is the principal part of the people's ſubſiſtence | 


throughout the year. The potatoes here are thought to 

be of a ſuperior quality to thoſe which grow in the Low 

Country, eſpecially ſuch as are to be ſeen about towns. 
It is difficult to ſay, whether the poverty of the tenants, 
the ſhortneſs of their leaſes, ignorance of farming, or 2 
ſtrong attachment to a ſea-faring life, particularly to tle 
herring fiſhing trade, operate moſt powerfully to the de* 
triment of agriculture. But one thing is evident, that al 
theſe cauſes contribute, each of them their ſhare, to produce 
this bad effect; and they are all the natural conſequence 
of one cauſe, viz. a vain attempt of graſping, at the ſame 

time, at the profits of huſbandry, and the gains of a ſev 
faring 


8 


— 
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being trade. it! is ; aſſerted by the 5 8 this; with 
but the money they make by fiſhing, and other ſhifts, 
they would not be able to pay the rent of their lands ; 

that the produce of the farms is not nearly equal to the 


purpoſe. This may, indeed, be true, in the way they 


manage them; for, having two objects in view, they are 


not able to pay proper attention to either; conſequently. 


neither the one nor the other ſucceeds with them ac- 


cording to expectation; but it is equally certain, were 
they to apply totally to either, whether farming or ſiſh- 
| ing be their choice, that they would ſucceed better. 


Experience proves the fact: for all thoſe who attend 


properly to their farms, and depend upon them alone for 

lirelihood, are the moſt wealthy tenants in the pariſh. | 
The tenants, in 1 general, are poor; and the principal 
cauſes of their poverty, beſides thoſe that have been 


mentioned, are, 1ſt, That too many families are often 
crowded into one ſmall farm, and poſſeſs it in common; 


2dly, That they generally overſtock their farms; 1. e. | 
they keep upon a farm a great many more cattle than it 


is well able to ſupport, which is a very common, and a 
very great error; for it reduces the breed to a diminu- 
tive fize ; and, being ill fed, they are, in a manner, uſe- 
leſs to the proprietors ; 3dly, They plough much more 
of their ground than they are able properly to manure. 
It is not at all rare to ſee 5 or 6 tenants living upon the 
lame ſmall farm, and poſſeſſing it in the old mode of 


run-ridge; each of theſe keeps a cottager ; and there are, 


perhaps, as many other ſmall tenants, who have each a 
few acres of arable land, with graſs for 2, 3, or 4 cows, 
cut out for himſelf, without any encloſure but a nomi- 
nal line of march drawn between himſelf and the reſt of 
the farm; and theſe ſmall farms, ſo cut off, are here 

Vor. XIV. 3 called 
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242 Statiſtical Account 
called butts ; in other places, they are termed erofis 
Thus, very commonly from 8 to 15 families live upon 
one ſmall farm, ſo that they muſt, by conſequence, live 

| moderate rent to the landlord. The landlords, however, 
and let them as one poſſeſſion to one tenant; by which 

: means, they will receive a much greater rent, and the te. 
lity of tenants are thus ſmall, yet there is in the pariſh 


5 5 2 2 who * 2 i 


they have done with their oats, which is generally be- 


very poorly themſelves, although they pay but a very 
ſeem now clear to adopt a very different mode of letting 
their lands, which is, to conjoin 2 or 3 farms together, 
nants will live more comfortably. Although the gener. 
I tenant who poſſeſſes 3 e 2 * 3 I each, and 
Se Tine and Herok, &c.—The farmers begin to ſon 
oats in this pariſh in the beginning of April, When 


fore the end of the month, they begin to plant their po- 


tatoes; and as this is an operation that ſeldom conſumes 
much time, for they are all planted with: the plough, 


they begin the ſowing of barley in the beginning of May, 


and it is always the end of that month, or perhaps the 
beginning of June, before they have done. Next comes 


on the making of peats, which, together with leading 
the ſame, (a very troubleſome and tedious job), con- 


ſumes the moſt of the remaining part of ſummer. Bar- 
ley harveſt commonly begins about the middle of Au- 


guſt, and oats are moſtly cut in September and Odcto- 
ber. In wet late ſeaſons, the harveſt may not perhaps 
be entirely finiſhed until the 12th of November. In the 


year 1787, it was ſtill later. The ſoil of this pariſh, a 


well as that of Glendarual, ſeems peculiarly adapted for 


producing flax; and the farmers alſo ſeem inclined to 


, Kijfmon. 4453 


pey ſome attention to the raiſing of ſuch 2 crop, bur are 
diſcouraged from it, for the want of a lint-mill. Beſides 
this, ſome of the proprietors reſtrict their tenants to a 
ſmall quantity; as they think (and I believe juſtly) 
that flax, more than any other-crop, ſcourges the ground. 
| The average produce of oats is Og rather better 
dan z ſeeds, but not equal to 4. | 
That of barley from 6 to 7, and 
— of I 20 ſeeds, 


| Seed fawn | in the pariſh gearly. 


| Oats. Barley. Potatoes. Peaſe 
I „„ 


According to the above averages, there appears to be 
in the pariſh for conſumption, after deducting the ſeed 
for the next ſeaſon, yearly ; oats 1530; barley between 
666 and 777; potatoes 3306 bolls. 

The valued rent of the pariſh is 3451. 18. 14d. The 
real rent has conſiderably increaſed fince the valuation. 
The real rent, it is expected, will, in a few years, be 
greatly raiſed, as one-third of the pariſh, which, was 
formerly under pretty long leaſes, is to be let, and à con- 
nes Wi fiderable au ugmentation is expected. 


on- Prices of Gre and Previſone.——The prices of all 
dar- kinds of grain are, in this pariſh, at all times ruled by 
Au- the prices in Greenock, one of the deareſt markets in 
cto- Wi the weſt of Scotland. The price of oat meal is ſeldom 
aps Wi below 1 38. 4d. Sterling, or above one guinea the boll. 
the (I The barley is moſtly ſold to the diſtiller to be manufac- 

„ s fured into whiſky, and brings generally, in the Kerry 
for or 8. diviſion, from 19s. to 218. Sterling; and in Otter, 
d WW from 208. to 243. the boll. In the Kerry, the grain is 
pay H h 2 mnferior, 
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| Liſotior, and the meaſure leſs than that of Otter. [ 
the Kerry the Bute meaſure is made uſe of, and in Ottet 
the Kintyre or Campbelton meaſure. The one is to the 
other as 17 to 16, 1. e. the 16 pecks in Otter are equal 
to 17 pecks in Kerry; and the 3 firlots, or 12 pecks, in 


1 Otter, are re equal to the : Linlithgow boll 35 
| Ilan, 


The pariſh was very ſeldom, if ever, known to produce grain ſul. 
ficient for its own conſumption; but as the quantity imported yearly 
muſt neceſſarily differ, in proportion to the favourableneſs or unfavou- 
ableneſs of the ſeaſon, and the fertility of the crops, it is umpoſliblety 
ſay, with accuracy, what the real amount of the imported grain may be, 
much leſs to gueſs at the average. In ſome remarkable good ſeaſons, 
very little is required; in very bad enes, a great deal is neceſſary, The 

_ Reficiency is ſupplied by Iriſh meal, imported firſt to Clyde, and from 
thence by the packets to this pariſh, or by Dumfries meal carried coal. 
wiſe to the ſame place, and by the conveyance above mentioned, hither, 
Theſe packets, which go irregularly from this pariſh to Greenock, ar, 
upon the whele, much againſt the intereſt of the country. In the fuk 
place, they are a temptation to all ranks and degrees of people, to pu- 
chaſe many uſeleſs articles, which they could very conveniently diſpenſ 
with; and thus they are daily draining the country of its caſh. In thi 
next place, they are the means of railing the price of every article for the 
| uſe of the table, fuch as veal, lamb, hens, eggs, Kc. ; all which thugs 
are ſent from here to Greenock, being always a high and ready market. 


This is particularly againſt tradeſmen, and all others whoſe tables 1 
depend entirely upen the markets, having no farms of their own tl gets 
ſupply them. To diſpoſe of theſe articles is a ſufficient excuſe, and A i 
the conveniency of the packet a ſtrong enough inducement to a num- oth 
ber of young perſons of too much curioſity to pay frequent viſits !0 wie 
Greenock and Port-Glaſgow, idle away their time, ſometimes fall int wi 
bad company, and often ſpend more money before they return, than the to ; 
value of the cargo they carried abroad with them. At beſt, they do but ſho, 
exchange the uſeſul commodities they had to diſpoſe of for things triling tua] 
and fuperfluous, which ſerve to kcep vp the extravagance of dreſs, 2nd are 
are of no real advantage. Had the pariſh been, indeed, a place cf trade, way 
or manufacture, packets would certainly be uſeful, and even neceſſary; veſt 
but this not being the caſe, neither likely to be fo, either leſs or mot, its 
it is difficult to ſay what good end they ſerve; aus their hurt to t bf : 
country is vilivle in many reſpeets. | in 


77 411 eve 
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Manofatdurs and Fi 587. There is a ſmall quan- 
tity of kelp made yearly in the S. end of the pariſh, 


upon the eſtate, and near the ſeat of the family of La- 


mont of Lamont, for which the proprietor gets 2 year- 


jy rent. Few hands are employed to make fo ſmall a 
quantity. The herring-ſiſhing takes up a great part of | 
the time, and employs almoſt all the young men, and 


many of the married men, in this pariſh, during the ſea- 
fon of it; which commonly begins in July and ends 
about Chriſtmas. There are 21 open boats belonging 
to the pariſh, each manned with 4 hands, and conſtant- 
ly employed in catching herrings, in Lochfine, on the 
E. coaſt of Kintyre, or the coaft of Arran, in Clyde, 


Lochlong, or wherever elſe they may appear upon the 
| coaſt; and for ſeveral ſeaſons paſt have been pretty ſuc- 


ceſsful. Their common haunt 1s the E. coaſt of Kin- 


tyre and Lochfine, but they are to be found occaſionally in 


the other lochs mentioned. They generally make in a 
ſeaſon from 501. to 100l. each boat; and ſome of the moſt 


jucceſsful aues, perhaps, above 120). ; ; ſo that they have 
from 


Wages and Price of Labnr.—Servants wages are high. A man ſervant 
gets from 21. ros. to 41. 45s. in the half year, with victuals and ſhoes. 
A maid ſervant from 11. Is. to 21. 28., with victuals, ſhoes, and ſome 
other perquiſites, the half year, A day-labourer gets ſrom 6 d. to 2 d., 
with victuals, the day; from Is. to 14 d., without viduals. A woman 
working by the day gets ſrom 4 d. to 6 d. and victuals, and from 6d. 


to 8 d. without victuals. A tailor gets 8 d. the day, with vickuals; a 


ſhoemaker 8 d. ſor the pair ſhoes, and victuals; a wright 18. and vic- 


tuals; a carpenter and a ſawer the ſame. Weavers, as in all other places, 
| are paid by the yard, and according to the fineneſs of the cloth. Beſides 


wages being fo high, labourers are remarkably ſcarce, eſpecially in har- 
veſt; and this is owing to the herring-fiſhing, which is at that ſeaſon at 
its height, and which the people here always prefer to any other kind 
of work, being leſs toil, and more gain.—S:zrvices. are not aboliſhed 


in the Pariſh by any of the reſiding heritors. They are ſeldom, how- 


over, exacted with ſuch rigour as to do material i injury to the tenants. 
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From fol. to 241. to the ſhare, the boat having an equi 
_ dividend with each of the hands. Theſe are only the 
moſt ſucceſsful, and who attend the fiſhing cloſely from 
the beginning to the end of the ſeaſon. There are 
many others who follow the trade, but having alſo a 
ſmall ſhare of a farm or a butt, give only a partial 


= attendance ; and the ſhares of theſe are generally found 


at the end of the ſeaſon to be very inconſiderable. Be. 
| Hides the number of hands thus employed at home in 
this trade, there is a great number, of both married and 


| unmarried men, who go to the North Highlands aboard 


of the bounty veſſels, and their wages in general are 


from 11. 58. to 11. 16s. a month, with a barrel or half 


a barrel of herrings, according to the time they are out, 
| The veſſels they go aboard of, are thoſe which ſail from 
Greenock, Port-Glaſ gow, and Rothſay. 


3 are IT inns or public-houſes in the pt 
riſh, Two of them are ſlated, but all of them in very 
bad repair, and ſo exceedingly ill kept, that a traveller 
can ſcarcely get a decent bed, or a comfortable break. 
faſt, in the beſt of them. 


| Roads and Bridger There are only 3 ſmall bridges 
in the pariſh, and the roads are exceeding bad; notwith- 
ſtanding a good deal of money has been from time to 
time expended upon them, they are in ſme places even 
impaſſable. This is partly owing to the very great 
length of the line, and the extreme difficulty of making 
it, and partly to the employing hitherto of country 


people for making them, who did not underſtand the 


| buſineſs. By theſe ignorant undertakers, a great deal 
has been blocked out, and no part properly finiſhed; 
5 and 
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and when thoſe parts which were thought to be made; 


were neglected for a few years, and allowed to fall into 85 


diſrepair, they became the worſt of the whole, at leaſt, 
fofter than what has remained untouched. The length 
of the principal line, from the public road at the head 
of Lochfine, to the 8. point of this pariſh at Aird La- 
mont, may, at 2 moderate computation, be reckoned 
above 40 miles. Of that more than the half is now 
completely finiſhed: through the'pariſh of Kilmorich and 
the united pariſhes of Strachur and Stralachlan, and 
they are now working towards the borders of. this 
pariſh ; as there is a proper undertaker now em- 
ployed, we hope the remaining part will be finiſhed 
next ſeaſon. It is alſo intended to look out for an un- 
dertaker to contract for the bridges, which will be many | 
in number, but none of any great fize ; without which 
the roads, however good, would be entirely uſeleſs, as 
there are many ſmall waters impaſſable to. wheeled ma- 
chines. Beſides this great line, there is another croſs 
road through this pariſh, which is now nearly finiſhed. 
It comes off from the great line from Inverary to 
Campbeltown near Lochgilphead, croſſes Lochfine at the 
ferry of Otter, traverſes this pariſh near the N. end 5 
that of Glendarual at the low or S. part of it; enters 
the pariſh of Inverchaolan at Lochſtravon-head, and 
comes to the Clyde at Dunoon, a village on the Cowal 
ide, about 6 miles from Greenock. 


Hers. There are 15 real harbours on the coaſt 
of this pariſh. The beſt anchorage places are in the 
Kyles of Bute, which, as was already obſerved, is a 
narrow found that divides this pariſh from that iſland. 
In 2 variety of places — either ſide of that ſound, a 


veſſel 
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veſſel of ak 4 burden may ride ſafe enough at au- 
chor from any wind that blows. There is pretty good 

anchorage alſo at the ferry of Otter, already mentioned. 
5 . not ſo well ſheltered as he 1. of _ 


Fo erries. they are 3 ferries; 3 one, ly mention- 
| RY at Otter, near the N. end of the-pariſh, acroſs Loch. 
fine to the pariſh of Kilmichael, in the diſtrict of Argyll 
At this ferry, the loch is ſuppoſed to be near a league 
| broad, and the fare is 3d. Sterling each man; gd. each 
Horſe. It is badly attended on either ſide as to hands and 
boats; and at the inns very ordinary accommodation is to 
Y be had, when the traveller happens to be ſtorm-ſtaid, This 
zs very ſurpriſing, and much to be regretted, as it i 
very much frequented, being on the very public line df 
road from all that part of Argyllſhire lying on the N. 
W. fide of Lochſine, to Cowal, Greenock, Port-Glaſgon, 
and all the adjacent parts of the Low Country. The 
other 2 ferries, are one from Bute to this pariſh, acroſs the 
Kyles, and the other from this pariſh acroſs Lochfine on 
the line of road from Rothſay, in Bute, to Tarbert, ov v 
village on the W. of Lochfine, about half way from [t- 
verary to Campbleton. This line is not near ſo pub. 
blick as that through the N. end of the pariſh ; and the 
ſtate of the ferries is much the ſame, only” the houſe: 
are rather worſe. 


Church, Stipend, 850, The church was repaired, or a- 
moſt rebuilt in the year 17 59, and is now little more than 
Half-ſeated ; but had it been entirely and properly ſiniſh- 
ed within, it would only accommodate, two-thirds of tit 
congregation, even in ſummer, when they come out in 


the greateſt numbers. In winter there is room enoug% 
| a 
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bs it Is, for all that can attend ; owing to the pariſh be- 
ing ſo long and narrow, and the roads ſo bad, all the 
people in the extremities, and the old and feeble through- 
but the whole, muſt be content to ſtay at home. When 
we conſider, that, ſome time ago, the pariſh was much 
more populous, and the church ſcarcely ſo well ſeated, 

t is difficult to gueſs how the congregation could be at 
Wl! accommodated ; unleſs we ſuppoſe, they did not then 
fſemble ſo regularly as now. Indeed, if we judge from 
he proportion which the collections of theſe times bear 

0 thoſe of our own time, it favours much the ſuppo- 
ftion ; beſides that we have the teſtimony of many old 


'0 Wien to confirm the ſame. The church ſtands in need 
" ow of a ſecond repair, which it is to be hoped it will 
on have. The living is 5 chalders oat meal, Dutch 
0 


eight, 8 ſtone to the boll ; 1 chalder barley, Linlith- 
ow meaſure 3 with 271. 1 58. 84d. Sterling in money, 
cluding the allowance for communion elements. Mr. 
Lamont of Lamont is patron. The manſe was built in 
le year 1746, and has never been a ſufficient houſe. 
It has got a partial repair in the year 1781, and ſtands 
ow very much in need of another; although it is to 
de hoped the heritors will rather build a new one, than 
epair ſo bad a houſe. The glebe, including the garden, 
rea of the manſe and office-houſes, is 3 acres, 2 roods, 
nd 12 perches. Three-fourths of an acre of that are 
noſs, which the preſent incumbent has attempted to 
rain and improve at conſiderable expenſe, but which 
e deſpairs of ever ſeeing arable *. . 


nan | . 2 
ben vol. XIV. I i Poor 
ü- 5 2 

te * The graſs having never hitherto been deſigned, the miniſter has a 
t u witude of 2 cows graſs, and a horſe graſs, on the farm of Kilfinan, 


lercon ſtands his manſe, church, and glebe. It would have been much 
a 
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= Poor and Schooks—The number of poor npon the "1 

 fion-roll at preſent is 29. But there are a great many The 
others, who, although they are not conſidered ſo ven plary 
_ Indigent as to have a claim upon the funds, yet go abouMerett o 
begging among the tenants as often as the reſt, and an Milfinat 
as liberally ſupplied. The only permanent fund in theMWhicatic 
_ pariſh, for their ſupply, is 108. Sterling, being the year , anc 
1 intereſt of money mortified for their behoof, in the 


Fear 1737, by a Mr. Lamont of Kilfinan, who granted Pop! 
his bond to the ſeſſion for payment of the above ſun, 
yearly, in all time coming; together with the various "AP 


collections made at church on Sundays, at marriages a 
baptiſms, with ſmall dues for proclamations, fornicatin 
| fines, and fees paid for the mort-cloth. But their pr. 
cipal ſupport is begging : and if the late excellent re 
gulation that required all poor to keep within ther 
own pariſhes, had been properly adhered to, and ftran: 
gers kept off, our own poor might be tolerably well pro- 
vided for. The funds have been hitherto in the m. 
nagement of the ſeſſion; but it is uncertain how lay 
they will continue ſo, as the ſeſſion ſeems now ver 
deſirous to devolve this trouble upon the heritors ; which 
is indeed but reaſonable, as they are the perſons win 
are liable for the maintenance of the poor *, . 
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The 


more for the intereſt of the proprietor of the farm and the miniſte 
both, that the graſs had been deſigned, contiguous to the arable part dl 
the glebe ; as, in that caſe, the one might let his farm to much better 
advantage, when freed from the diſagreeable burden to which it is ner 
ſubjected; and the other, having his whole ground together, might ei- 


eloſc and improve it to better purpoſe. | In 
Ihe ſeſſion has been in the uſe of meeting regularly once a year, u 7h.,, 
ſettle with the treaſurer, and to diſtribute among the poor out of the! pers ag 
capital, in ſuch proportions as they could judge moſt proper, according be ſchq 
| | | | | "NE b Wired } 


but fi 
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The arbehiel ſchool is taught at the urch. The 
ary is 41. 6s. 3d. There is beſides 41. 158. 6:4, in- 
reſt of money mortified for the benefit of the ſchool of 
ilfinan, partly by the Mr. Lamont who left the mor- 
cation for the poor of the pariſh, as already mention- 
a, and partly by A lady whoſe name is unknown * 


3 return to Dr. Webſter 3 in 17 5 5 was 
11 2 3 7 


Las various 3 of the indigent. In caſe of ſickneſs or acci- 

antal misfortunes happening to any of them, that might diſable them 
on going about in queſt of ſubſiſtence, they are conſidered of from time 
time, the treaſurer being appointed to give them ſuch ſmall donations, 
will be a temporary relief; and the expenſes of their funeral, to a 

tain extent, are always defrayed out of the funds, when they happen 

die without leaving a ſubject of their own adequate to the purpoſe. 
he preſent incumbent, ſoon after his admiſſion, obſerving there was 
ny little caſh in the treaſury, and conſidering, that 108., with any 

plle&ions, &c. that could be expected, was too precarious a fund for 
ich a number of poor as the roll exhibited, ſuggeſted to the ſeflion a 

n of augmenting the trifling ſum which they then had in the trea- 
ury, by ſuch yearly ſevings as might be found convenient, until the 

apitel ſhould amount to 1001, The ſeſſion having readily adopted this plan, 
e object is now nearly accompliſhed ; and, after the firſt general meeting 
I the ſeſſion, the poor may receive near double the ſum they were in 
le of getting. Theſe ſavings were made only. in good and plentiful 
Tre lens; and when there happens a ſcarcity, or when the price of meal 
| b very high, as it is this preſent year, there is a meeting extraordinary | 
eld to diſtribute among the poor according to their need. 

* The average number of * for ten yoors paſt, reckoning fronz 
z incluſive, is, 


etter For the winter quarter. 55 ſcholar 8. 

ne For the ſpring ditto, +  » 43 ditto, 

1 For the ſummer ditto, - 23 ditto. 

| In ſummer laft, viz. in 1793, there have been only 4 ſcholars. 

r, 1 There is another ſchool that has been planted in the pariſh ſeveral 
that yeras ago, by the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge; but as 
1 te ſchoolmaſter does not receive the accommodation and perquiſites re- 


ured by the Society, and in conſideration that the number of ſcholars 
but ſmall, the Society are now talking of taking it away. 
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n 179 3 ſouls. The profit incumbent conld fad þ No te. 
cord in the pariſh to ſhow its ancient ſtate of population 
at any period whatever; not even a catalogue either 
communicants or examinable perſons . It is certain 
however, from the teſtimony of people now living, thy 
the pariſh has been more populous than it now is. The 
evident cauſes of its decreaſe, in point of populatic 
are, The introduction of paſturage, inſtead of farmin 
and conjoining 2 or 3 farms together into one pi 
ſeſſion. By this union of farms, there are poſſeſſions » 
the pariſh whereon reſided formerly from 12 to 16 
milies, now inhabited only by 1 or 2. The ſmuggliy 
buſineſs being at an end, contributed alſo to depopulit 
this pariſh; the moſt of thoſe who dealt in it bein 
| bankrupt, were obliged to leave the place in order t 
puſh their fortune ſomewhere elſe. 

If the prices of cattle had continued as high as the 
have been for ſome years paſt, there is reaſon to h 
lieve, that the whole of this pariſh would ſoon be ca 
verted into ſuch paſtures as thoſe above mentioned ; bu 
the prices having this year fallen confiderably, and wit 
out any proſpe& of riſing very ſuddenly, owing to th 
_ preſent ſtagnation in trade, and the banks having giv 
up diſcounting bills, it is highly probable, that then 
pid progreſs of depopulation will alſo receive a proper 
tionable check ; and that the . will find i 
_—_ 


* The cauſe of this ſeems to be, that his immediate predeceſſor, vn 
| was miniſter of the pariſh upwards of 4 years, was in ſuch a bad fit 
of health, as not to be able to examine the people, nor adminiſter tit 
ſacrament all that time; and the laſt miniſter of the pariſh, prior t 
that period, alſo, was ſo ſuperannuated, and fell into ſuch bad heal 

that he was obliged to leave his charge to an aſſiſtant, ſome years betore 
| his death, So that during 9 years prior to the admiſſion of the preſet 
incumbent, the ſacrament was adminiſtered only once in the pariſh, | 


All! 
-:Q 
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drovers and ſhepherds. 


According to an exact frre taken in 1 1793, | 


the number of inhabitants i in the pariſh of Kilſinan, was 
25 follows : | | | 


P— die ien 5 3 
Souls, OT 5 1417 Sailors and fiſhers, 1 e 112 
Of theſe under 10 years, JC 7 
From 10 to 20 years, 282 Weavers, : . : 38 
— 20 to 30, 5 200 Tailors, © = - 22 
— 30 to 40, = 119 Shoemakers, Ss 3 
3 40 tO 50, — — 162 Innkeepers, 8 11 
— 50 to bo, - 100 | Millers, 1 - 3 
— 60 to 70, 's 107 Cowans, e 12 
een, — 78 Cottagers, - 212 
— 830 to 90, FOR 25 Smiths, 3 
— 99 to 100 gn 8 3 Flaxdreſſer, 
Communicants, — 5183 Diller, * 
Average in families, 4 74-3 roth. Dyer, and Waulk Miller, 
All belonging to the Eſtabliſlied Winner, - 

Church. ty . Kelper, „ 

| 7 | Juſtices of the Peace, 

Divided by their proſeſaons. | Bachclors above 50, = I9 
Heritors reſiding, - 6 Old Maids above 49, « 2T 
Miniſter, _ - -.-  Þ Wieder, ES 8 
Elders and deacons, - I2 Widows, 44 


kverage of births and ee for 10 years, preceding Oftober 192, 


viz. 5 
Births or Baptiſmns, 5 8 47 3-Toths, 
Marriages, = - - 10 3-1oths. 
; | 


In the above account of tradeſmen, 1t 1s proper to 


obſerve, that maſters, journeymen, and apprentices, are 
all taken into the number, and perhaps ſome of them, 
who work at times at different trades, may be twice 
reckoned, eſpecially among the fiſhers, as many of them 
have other trades, at which they work occaſionally, and 


ſome 


their mere} to let their farms to farmers, intead of 
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ſome have farws, and t may be reckoned uy thy 
| grape 


© Horſt, Cows, and Sheep. — The horſes are of various 
kinds ; ſome of a Low Country breed, ſome of the real 


Highland kind, and many of a croſs breed between the 
two. There were ſome Arabian ſtone horſes brought 


to the neighbourhood, and one of them to this pariſh, 
ſome years ago, which hurt the breed very much; for, 
being of a delicate kind, they do not anſwer either the 
climate or the keeping, ſo well as other horſes. By far 
the greateſt number, and thoſe that ſuit the country 
beſt, are real Highlanders ; but they are here rather 
Amber in general than the ordinary ſize, owing to the 
bad keeping. Scarcely the half of the number of horſe 
needed in the pariſh are reared in it, but bought at the 
markets on the N. fide of Lochfine, by jockies, and ſold 
here to the farmers. Their prices are Various, from 
51. to x51. 
The cows are e neither ſo "RY nor ſo handſome as they 
are in moſt of the nei ighbouring pariſhes, eſpecially on the 
N. ſide of Lochfine ; and this is alſo owing to overſtock- 
ing the farms, and houſing them at night: for they are 
all in the houſe at night, young and old, I mean with 
| the common tenants. Some alſo keep a few Low Coun- 
try cows, believing that they give more milk; and this 
too hurts the breed. The average value of tidy cows 
may be about 31. 108.; of dry cows about 21. 10s. 
The ſheep are almoſt all of the black faced kind, and 


are rather diminutive too, owing to the ſame cauſe that 


was aſſigned for black cattle being underſized. Of them, 
however, there is not a very principal ſtock in the pa- 
riſh, as all paſtures here are mixed paſtures ; ; the gra- 

Z1ers 
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tiers keeping a r of b black cattle, and 


ſheep, together. The ſmall white faced Highland kinds 


are all gone, which ſome think is to be regretted, as 
they were undoubtedly better mutton, and their wool 


infinitely finer than that of others. They were not 


found, however, ſo profitable, it ſeems, as they did not 
draw ſuch long prices when brought to market. 


Number of working horſes in the pariſh, 272 
olf black cattle come to full growth, 1965 
of ſheep dittoo _ = 5476 
— f ſwine, - 1 8 = 


Few of the ſwine are reared in this pariſh, but bought 
in from other pariſhes in ſummer or beginning of har- 
veſt ; and they are ſeldom kept longer than till win- 


killed, 


Coal and Fuel.—The fuel made uſe of in this pariſh 
by all the common people, and moſtly by the better ſort, 


great diſtance, and the roads to the moſles bad, are re- 
markably troubleſome and expenſive. The mode of 
carrying them home is, by many, in bags in back loads, 
by ſome in creels upon cars or {ledges ; and by a few, 
where the ground is more level, or where the roads 
happen to be better attended to, upon carts. The mak- 
ing, preparing, and leading of theſe peats conſumes the 


often, in ſpite of all their labour and attention, they 
loſe the moſt of them, from the wetneſs of the climate, 


Who can afford it, have generally ſome coals beſides 


coals 
7 


ter, when they are fattened moſtly upon potatoes, and 


n 


1s peats; which, as they lie generally at an exceeding 
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greateſt part of the people's time in ſummer ; and too 


and the ſoftneſs of the roads. The lairds, and others 


their peats, and ſome burn very little but coals. Theſe' 
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coals are carried by water from Glaſgow or Irvine; and Bor 

_ notwithſtanding the freight being very high, they ate Nom 
reckoned, upon the whole, eſpecially now that the duty being 
is taken off them, cheaper than peats ; and it would Mk: a 
undoubtedly be the intereſt of the tenants, who have hariſh, 
moſtly boats of their own, to carry coals from Glaſgow, Nor bu 
rather than loſe their time, and ſpoil their horſes work. Which, 


ing at peats. The freight from Glaſgow is generally We the 
between 28. and 28. 6d. the ſingle cart; but thoſe who ue pa 
take a great cargo, and om 0s h get them a little Wn the 
cheaper. 5 ile of 

f cor 


Autiquities.— There is nothing remarkable of this iſþotton 
Kind to be ſcen in this pariſh, excepting cairns, dun, Numbe 
and borradhs. Theſe cairns, of which there are but ide | 
eet lo 
een 1 


few in this pariſh, are large piles of ſtones heaped to- 
| gether, where battles are ſuppoſed to have been fought, 
and where heroes fell, and are buried. In many parts {Wade 
of the Highlands, where they are to be ſeen, tradition Mii a c 
is very diſtin& concerning them, and generally the name WW roof 
of the perſon or perſons put to death ſticks to the cairn, Nen 
Duns are very numerous, not only in this, but in all Himſel 
_ pariſhes in the Highlands. They are a row of large nd, a 
ſtones put together, generally in a circular form, on the Hatry 
top of conſpicuous hills, not far from, and always in 
ſight of one another. In this pariſh, where as many of 
them are to be ſeen, in proportion to the extent of the 
place, as any where we know; they are generally on ace 
hills of a conical figure. They are ſuppoſed to have ells v 
been places for kindling fires on, for the purpoſe of Mut th 
warning the country, and ſummoning the people to a- Nunic 
ſemble for the common defence, on the ſudden appear Vo 


ance 0. an enemy. * Th 
nk t 


Ley 
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when 


Boris 
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Borra or borradh, is alſo a pile of ſtones, but differs 
om 2 Cairn in many reſpects, viz. in external figure, 
being always oblong in internal conſtruction, and in its 
ze and deſign. There are 2 veſtiges of them in this 
mariſh, which, although they are moſtly now dilapidated 
br building of houſes and walls, yet ſo much remain of 
ach, as to ſhow diſtinctly what they once were. The one 
f them, which is the largeſt, is about 14 mile N. from 
he pariſh church, a little above the great line of road, 
n the top of an eminence, near a moſs. This immenfe 
ile of ſtones was, till laſt ſummer, near 40 yards long, 
f confiderable breadth, and amazing depth. At the 
ottom, from the one end to the other, there was a 

umber of ſmall apartments or cells, end to end, each 
nade up of 5 or 7 large flags. Each cell was about 6 
et long, 4 broad; and ſuch of them as remained to be 
een in our time, about 5 feet high. One large flag 
tade up each fide ; and another, which was generally 
if a curved figure, to throw off the water, covered it for 
roof: the end ſometimes was made up of 2, and 3n 
pen between them wide enough for a man to ſqueeze 


(> 


all inſelf through: ſometimes there was only 1 flag in the 
ge ad, and only half as high as the fide flags, ſo that the 
he atry was over it; and in theſe there were only 5 flags: 


they were generally built on an eminence, where the 
al of the water was from thence on either fide ; and 
hen that was not the caſe. the cells were at ſome diſ- 
ace from the bottom of the pile or borradh. The 
els were not always in a ſtraight line from end to end, 
ut they were always ſo regulars.” as that the ſame com- 
al. runication pervaded the whole * 


u- Vor. XIV. K K About 
There are various conjectures about their uſe and deſign Some 
ain * were burying places for the aſhes of heroes and great war- 


riors, 
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About 3 miles 8. from the church, and not far fry 
the ſea, is to be ſeen the foundation, and a ſmall yy 
of the wall of a chapel, ſurrounded by a church. yu 


; have 
om t 


jan th 
on a ſmall field called Ardmarnock, i. e. St. Marnock by 1 
Field. In this church- yard was found, ſome years aim 


a ſtone very prettily cut, and a long inſcription on it, 
the people who ſaw, think, in Latin: but they were 
ſenſeleſs as to make uſe of the ſtone in building a hol 
on the farm. About 300 yards above this chapel, , 
an eminence, a cell, and part of another, appears in th 
end of a pile of ſtones or borradh, exactly fimilar t 
but much ſmaller than the one I have been deſcribin 
From what remains of this cairn or borradh, it ſcen 
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riors, and human bones have been often found in them. Others be uare 
them to have been concealed beds or ſculking places for robber u ther | 
plunderers. The objection to this is, the confinement in ſuch ſa 
apartments, and the probability of their being found out by the {md 
of their fire, and, in caſe of being found, the certainty of veing put 
death, as there could be no poſſibility of eſcape. Another cpinior, fl 
as likely, is, that they were places of defence for herds, who were {a 
at a diſtance with the cattle, for the ſake of clean graſs, to deſend th 
at night from wolves, and other wild beaſts, which at that time or 
ran the country. For my own part, I muſt acknowledge, that I ami 
ſatisfied with any of theſe conjeRures, but think it much more proba 
that they were places of concealment, not for plunderers, but for bod! 
It is a well known fact, that it was a, very general cuſtom among ü 
inhabitants of the Highlands, and that too at no very remote period 
that a party of one clan ſhould arm themſelves, and repair to 2 d 
tant country, plunder and carry off the effects and cattle of ſome ofthe 
clan; and if they were fortunate enough to eſcape the purſuit, aud! 
bring them to their own country in fafety, they immediately flaugntm 
them, ſalted them in their own hides, and concealed them the beſt . 
they could. Is it not likely enough that the places above mention 
were centrived for this purpoſe? Indeed, any perſon who has ſed 
them, muſt, I think, allow they were as ſuitable for this deſign as coll 
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well be imagined; for being ſurrounded with wood, as they all wee A f 
and covered over with heath or graſs, they appeared ſuch a natural fte 7 — 
| | Mace co 


tuberance, that they could not be ſuſpected as artificial, 
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h have been only about 20 yards long ; and the cells, 


an thoſe in the other mentioned *. 


ariſh, with ſome traces of thoſe circular rings of ſtones 
ppoſed to have been their places of worſhip. It is 


e country. 
0n a rocky point, on the coaft of ban about a 
tile below the church, is to be ſeen the veſtige of a 


ulding called Caiſteal Mhric Zobhuin, i. e. M*Ewen's 


ther plan: it does not appear to have been built with 
u kind of mortar ; but, from the quantity of rubbiſh, 
muſt have been of a conſiderable height. This MEwen 


nuſt have been of very remote antiquity ; for there iS 


K k 2 e no 


* There is a tradition in the country, which has wonderfully obtained uni- 
ala credit ; that the entire cell that is to be ſeen in this borradh was the 
ace where St. Marnock uſed to retire for the purpoſes of devotion, faſting, 
nd pennance, and likewiſe where he heard confeſſions; which very much ex- 
ted my curioſity, as well as that of many others, to ſee it. But upon Vie 


ad poſture, It is therefore moſt likely, that the idea had been adopted from 
$ Vicinity to the chapel above mentioned, dedicated to St. Marnock. For my 
"mn part, I am much more diſpoſed to think, that, inſtead of its being the 
ell of a ſaint, it is more likely to have been the den of a thief; I mean a 


Mace contrived by plunderere, as I have ſeid above, for concealing their booty; 


om the ſample that is to be ſeen, were alſo ſmaller 


There are a few Druidical de to be ſeen i in the 


meceflary to mention, that theſe Druidical ſtones are 
poſtly very long, and ſtanding perpendicular. One of 
hoſe in this pariſh is _— the biet, e in 


iftle. It was a wide, but irregular building, neither 
are nor circular, perhaps nearer a pentagon than any 


s the chief of a clan, and proprietor of the northern 
Ivifion of the pariſh, called Otter. His poſſeſſion of it 


ing the place, and viewing the cell, I could not but wonder at the unac- 
duntable credulity of thoſe who could believe ſuch an unlikely ſtoryv. For 
de very fize of it is ſuch, that St. Marnock muſt have been a very little 
nan, as well as the perſon confeſſing, to find room in it, unleſs in 2 very auk- 
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no record nor tradition that fa ys who poſſeſſed the pra 


perty before them. e ot the clan Kill rehie upon port 
* eſtate. | | Gas. 

| than 

| M;, iſcellaneous Obiroations —All the ab in this part: 
7 riſh are thirled to certain mills, to the extent of the 164M it ne 
part of the oats, the 11th part of the barley, Tue is © 
are alſo obliged to have their ſmith-work done by cer pari 
| tain ſmiths ; which has a bad effect, as it tends to ma that 
theſe tradeſmen lazy and inattentive indifferent vie or f 


ther they do their work ſufficient or otherwiſe, being 

ſure, that the people cannot employ any but themſclys 
In the northern diſtri, they are obliged to pay fu 

multure to the miller, even for the barley they {ell t 
diſtillers out of the pariſh ; which is a very great hall 
ip to the farmer, when there is not one in the land 
perhaps to buy it. There are no manufactures carrie 
on in this pariſh, and probably never will, on accout 
of the ſcarcity of the fuel, which is one of the greatel 
_ diſadvantages the inhabitants lie under. Another di 
advantage is the want of a regular poſt and poſt- of 
in the neighbourhood, having none nearer than Inv 
rary, which is near 30 miles from ſome parts of thi 
pariſh. This puts us to the expenſe of employing 

runner once a-week ; and the neighbouring parilh dt 
Glandarual is in the ſame ſituation. Glendarual is! 
very centrical place for a poſt-office, for the whole 0 lift 
the low part of Cowal, and in the middle of a ftraight les 
line of road between Inverary and Rothſay. It would of 
be a very general good to plant a poſt-office there, aii fr 
the commerce between the two places could afford nl de 
only to pay the poſt, but would probably return ſome an 
revenue to government, —Superſtition is loſing grouu ri 

| xt 


in this pariſh pretty faſt, although not in the fame pro- 


portion, perhaps. as it has done on the N. fide of Loch- 


ine. We cannot aſcribe this to a more likely cauſe, 
than that formerly it may have prevailed more in theſe 


parts, and that the clergy have on that account thought 


it neceſſary to be at great pains in rooting it out. There 


is one pernicious practice that prevails much in this 


pariſh, which took its riſe from this ſource, which is, 


that of carrying their children out to baptiſm the firſt 


or ſecond day after birth. Many of them, although 
they had it in their option to have their children bap- 


tized in their own houſes, by waiting one day, prefer 


carrying them 4 or 8 miles to church, in the worſt wea- 


ther in December or January, by which folly they too 


often ſacrifice the lives of their infants to the phantom 
of ſuperſtition. It 1s not recorded, that any native of 
this pariſh has been executed for any crime whatever. 
There have been 2 ſuicides about 20 years ago. The 
language moſt commonly ſpoken in this pariſh is the 


Gaelic, although not in that degree of purity and per- 
fection as on the N. fide of Lochfine. Almoſt all the 
names of places are derived from it, and are, in general, 
deſcriptive of their appearance and fituation. The peo- 


ple in general are of a middle ſtature, rather thicker in 


proportion to their height than the inhabitants of the 
Low Country. They are more attached to a ſeafaring 
life than to huſbandry ; and although pretty often at 
lea, they are in general ſober. There is plenty of fiſh 
of various kinds to be found i in Lochſine; fuch as cod, 
from 1 to 5 Ib. weight; whitings from « to 3 lb.; had- 


dock from 1 to 4 lb.; plenty of ſeath of different ſizes, 

and ſkate in abundance. About the S. point of the pa- 

ruſh, plenty of lobſters and partens or crabs : mackerel is 
lometimes, 
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fometimes, but ſeldom, to be found upon the coaſt. Thers 


is a good deal of ſalmon in the loch; but there is ng 


falmon draught in this pariſh. All the kinds of ſes. 
_ fowl common to the Highlands, and of the moorſoy! 
alſo, excepting tarmagans, frequent this pariſh. The 
tarmagan is a bird, although very tame, or rather fy. 
pid, yet is never to be found but in very high hills 
and where the graſs 1s pretty clean. He has a wonder. 
ful averſion to ſheep walks. There are various kind; 
of migratory birds, ſuch as the ſcale drake; widgeon, 
ſolon gooſe or gannet, barnacle, ſwan, wild gooſe, fter- 
ling, teel, king's fiſher, fieldfare, ſtone-chatter, green 
plover, lapwing, cuckoo, ſwallow, woodcock, ſnipe, 
with a great variety of other ſeafowl, ſuch as allan, 
hawk, ſcarts, cormorants, and many kinds of duckers. 

All the ſlated houſes in the pariſh habited and unin- 
| habited, are 15. 


NUMBER 


(57: 


te 
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NUMBER XV. 
PARISH or BELLIE. 
(Srxop OF Monkar „ PRESBYTERY OF STRATHBOOIE.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jams GonDon. 


Name, Extent, Situation, &c. 


DNELLIE has been imagined by ſome to be the Gaelic 
word Bellaidh, ſignifying “ broom ;” but others, 
more juſtly, reckon it a compound from the two Gaelic 
words Beul-aith, meaning the mouth of the ford.” This 
etymology is perfectly natural, as, a little above the 
church, there was, till the prodigious flood in 1768 de- 
ſtroyed it, and opened various channels, one of the fineſt 
fords upon the Spey. There his Royal Highneſs, with 
his Majeſty's army, paſſed with great ſafety in 1746, a 
few days before the battle of Culloden, the Duke of 
Kingſton's light cavalry leading the van. A gentleman 
once would, jocularly, have this place Bel-lieu. Indeed, 
Bellie's hill is a moſt beautiful ſpot, commanding a de- 
| | lightful 


* Fochabers is in the county of Murray, and the country part js in Banft- 


6 


hire, 
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ightful proſpect of Gordon Caſtle, of the river and pant 
ef Murray, of the ware Frith, and the mountains gf 
Sutherland and Caithneſs * | 

Bellie extends From S. to N., near 6 meaſared miles, 
and from E. to W. almoſt 4. It is bounded on the N. 
dy the Murray Frith, and on the W. by the river Spey 
A conſiderable part of this ſpace, to about 4 miles from 
the ſea, is contained within the ancient banks of this fi. 

r, which are very high. What theſe banks encloſe 
may be conſidered as the range or territory of the 8 Sper 
at this place, though it has greatly. ſhifted its channel 
in different. periods. At Gordon caſtle, which is be- 
, theſe banks are 
They gradually 
widen 1n their approach to the ſea, and where the river 
Falls into the frith, are near 2 miles aſunder. Between 
the bank on the E. . and the preſent bed of Spey, is a fine 
_ extenſive plain, with many farms, and a great number 
of inhabitants, the river having kept near the W. fide 
for time immemorial, though it has frequently made 
ravages, that have rendered many embankments and 
bulwarks requiſite. This bank is for about a mile be. 
Tow Gordon caſtle, handſomely dreiled in imitation oi 
nature, and adorned by fine plantations of trees and 
fhrubs, with very pleaſant walks. 


tween them, but near that on the E. 
near a mile diſtant from each other. 


Here is a very great 
number of large cluſters of hollies, which have procured 
t the appellation « the Holly Bank, as below it is ſtyled 

the 


* Al} the old names f farms here are of Celtic origin, as Dalachy, the plin 
feld; Auchenreath, the field of heath; Auchentalrivg, the field of ſpectres or bob» 
gob'ins, &, The Gaelic tongue, 15 wever, has long diſappeared 'n this part 
of the country ; the language, in gener.1, being that dialect of Eng iſn cem- 
mo to the North of Scotland; though, among all ;erſons who pretend to 30 


zhing like tduca on, the Engliſh e is dally gaining ground. 


„ 
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3 Bank of Bellie. At the 8. end of this charming : 


level ſtands Gordon caſtle. It has a front of 568 feet. 
[ will not attempt to deſcribe this moſt ſuperb and ele- 
gant ſtructure. It is well known to be one of the 


nobleſt palaces in Britain, and attracts the notice of all 
travellers, who never fail to return highly gratified 9. 


Here many a coſtly drain has been employed to form the 
enchanting landſcape it now exhibits. There is an im- 


menſe extent of plantation, a large park of fallow deer; 


and here we are charmed with all the melody of the 


grove, Here the woodcock viſits us about the end of 


October, the fieldfare in the winter, and the green plover 


in the ſpring. About a mile N. of Gordon caſtle, and 3 


miles S. of the Frith, is the church of Bellie, upon the 


old eaſt bank of the Spey, ſoon to be tranſlated to Focha- 
bers, where a very commodious, elegant church is to be 
built, which will be greatly ornamental to the place. 
The old manſe is in ruins, and the miniſter has got an 


excellent houſe 1 in the town of Fochabers ＋. | 
Vor. XIV. J. 1 . Soil 


* The ancient fines here 1 was Called d or windy . there being 
avery free circulation of air from the Frith and the W.; and the ferry- boat is 
Kill the boat of Bog. This habitation was long known all over the N., by 
the name of The Bog, for an obvious reaſon. Spalden, if I remember right, 


ſeldom uſes any other term for it. The caſtle had doubtleſs been built here 


with a view to ſtrength, by ditches and inundation, when property was not 
ſo effectually ſecured as in our happy days, by the regular execution of 
Vholeſome and equitable laws. I need not ſay how neceſſary it was in thoſe 
times to erect fortreſſes on rocks and i in marſhes. 


| Fochabers is compounded of the two Gaelic words, Foich, : a green OY | 


properly a plain for rendezvous or weapon-ſhaw, which was often praiſed here, 
and Aber, a bay or junction of two waters; the burn of Fochabers here u- 
niting itſelf with the Spey. Some years ago, Fochabers was removed ſouth- 
ward from the vicinity of Gordon Caſtle to a riſing ground, near a mile diſ- 
tant, and built on a neat plan, with an extenſive ſquare in the centre. It is 2 
dard of barony, and has a baron ballie. A phyſician reſides among us. We 
have 


"IL 
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Soil and Agriculture —The ground, which 125 been The! 
- recovered from the Spey, | is, in general, by a very long moſtly 
: courſe of frequent manure, and, being in fmall farm, ſent av 


| abundantly fertile. We have a good deal of loamy {ol 


: ſandy. 'In general, we depend very much upon the 
des of heaven. In a droughty July, our crop nen 


enjoy, however, upon the whole, a happy climate: Our 
8 agricultural ſyſtem has nothing very different from tha 


cloſures, except at Gordon caſtle, (where an extenſine 
farm 1s totally encloſed), and at Auchenhalrigg. We 
; cannot boaſt much of our other modes of melioration 
though we commonly do the beſt we well can, The 


ſcarce 1 
of ther 
ſheep, 
caſtle 1 
where 
lough 
freque! 
naged : 
them, 
drawn 


There is not much clay land: That upon the coaſt i; 


the ſea, though promiſing, dwindles amazingly. We 


of our neighbours all around, We have very few en 


people 
Carts 


people are induſtrious, and labour hard; and you vil 


not ſee any thing like a farm, where you do not be- Ma 
hold a field of fown grafs, A piece of turnips, and ſome me e 

| Potatoes. The potatoe is much cultivated by thoſe who ders, 2 
have but ſmall ſ pots of ground, and proves very uſeſul, Rock 
The ſea-weed 1s much uſed as manure, to the diſtance r ws 
2 or 3 miles along the coaſt ; 3 and no work i is ſuffered to read 
interrupt the purſuit of it. Our crops of n confi n a n 
chiefly of barley, oats, peaſe, and rye *, amour 
FVV There Ney, 
have three annual fajrsy ane of them for black cattle ; and a weekly make: "0 
for butter and cheeſe, eggs, poultry, &c. þut it is not much reſorted to. Mefſr 
There Ae ſeveral reteil ſhops, and an ordinary number of the uſual artifcer. mount! 


in ſummer. For haryeſt work, women receive 6d., and men 10 d. A com- 
8 mon artificer gets 10d. or 1s. a-day. With theſe pay ments, they generally 
have their victuals. A good man ſervant for the half year ſeldom has les 


There are two gocds inns, well frequented. We have a friendly ſociety pretty of cry 


numerous. Its funds are accumulating, and will, in a little time, anſuer 
very benevolent and uſcfu] purpoſes. 
* The average wages for common labourers are 6d. a-day in winter, and 8d, 


near 

There 
and t 
They 


thap 3 J., and the women, for the ſame period, receive about 208. An 
theſe point at continual increaſe, | 


: | Of Bellie. „„ 


h T here: are in the pariſh upwards of rooo black cattle; 
moſtly of the common country breed, many of which are 
ſent away in the ſummer to graze, paſture grafs being F 
ſcarce upon the coaſt. We have about 340 horſes; many 
of them rather ſmall fized, and ſomething above 2200 
hep; generally a mixture of the Linton breed. Gordon 
caſtle will readily be ſuppoſed an exception to all theſe, 5 
where the cattle, horſes and ſheep are large. Many 5 
plough with a pair of horſes. Indeed, it is the moſt 
frequent practice, the ground being light and caſily ma- 
uged: Some put a yoke or two of black cattle behind 
them. There are but few ploughs, comparatively, 
drawn by oxen entirely. A cart among the country : 
rople may generally be reckoned for every horſe ; 
(arts drawn otherwiſe, are ee in compariſon, ED: 


Ilarafuciures and F ;heries—One manufacturer of 
me eminence, has long reſided on the burn of Focha. 
ers, and manages very conſiderable buſineſs in weaving 
lockings of cotton, thread, and worſted, and ſome pieces 
for waiſtcoats and breeches. He alſo deals a little in the 
bread trade. Another, who is. alſo a merchant, carries 
on a manufacture of lint, thread and tobacco, to ſome 
amount, There i is a capital ſalmon fiſhery here upon the 
per, chlefly the property of the Duke of Gordon, from 
which his grace derives a rent of 1 500 l. a-year, from 
Mefrs, Gordon and Richardſon. It extends from Spey- 
mouth about 5 miles, and terminates in a complete row 
of eruives acroſs the river. There is a large lofty edifice 
near the fea for the gentlemen that hold the leaſe, 
d. here are buildings for the overſeers, coopers, &., 
no lead that furniſh every accommodation. for the fiſhery, 
bey have got a very good ice-houſe. An hundred and 
50 | | | Ll 2 thirty 


great city is plentifully ſupplied, and the price much re. 
| duced, it becomes convenient to ſalt the ſalmon, and to 
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thirty men, or more, are employed in this fiſhery, 
There is alſo a ſalmon fiſhing upon the coaſt, calle 
ſtell fiſhing. Some thouſands of falmon are ſent to Lo 
don early in the ſeaſon, covered with ice: After war 
they are exported in kits ſteeped in vinegar, of which 
many hogſheads are yearly laid in for the purpoſe. Theſe 
kits contain about 36 pounds of falmon each. When thy 


ſend them to the foreign markets. The natural eſſec 
of this demand, is dearth of ſalmon here. Indeed, the 
_ expenſe of living has increaſed very conſiderably with 
in theſe 20 years in almoſt * article. * this me 
are not Our: 5 | 


F Duke of Gordon is our only re 
ding heritor, and, indeed, ſole proprietor of the parih, 
y e of one farm 1 to the Earl of F 1 


| Popalation, Ke The return to Dr. Webſter! in 15% 


was 1730. The pariſh of Bellie now contains 1919 "2 
fouls, viz. country part 984, and the village 933. the 
theſe, there are 859 males, and 1060 females. Th hox 
Adiſproportion has not been occaſioned by emigration, fi hel 
of that we have had very few inftances, but from th ch: 
military genius exerting itſelf on particular emergen- | | 
cies. We have of married couples 272, and of youll fio 
people about 10 years old, and under, 437, viz. 205 boy ve 
and 232 girls. Though it be known, that a ſuper be 
number of males is born into the world, theſe little Ta 
differences will happen in particular corners, by rem ni 
vals and other caufes. For 14 years paſt, 10 couples, ve 
m 


à medium, have been married yearlyy and 31 childre 
3 12 giſterch 


of Belle. 


e viz. 16 rand and 1 5 females. The lates 
article cannot be exact as to the number born in the pa- 
tin, it being difficult to bring ſome, even of our own 
people, to inſert the names of their children, with all 
the care that can be taken. There are in the pariſh 458 
dwellings ; 250 in Fochabers, and 208 in the country. my 
The average number in theſe habitations is a little more 
than 4. With regard to longevity, there is nothing 
here peculiar. We are bleſſed with a mild, pure, tem- 
perate air. Some live to yo, ſome to 80 years of 
age, though few, in compariſon, it may be ſuppoſed. 
A few are now ahve on the very borders of go. A 
man died at go ſome little time ago, and another at 108, 

or upwards. There are no diſeaſes incident, in any | 
uncommon way, to this corner. The fiſhermen, from 
their employment, are ſometimes ſeized with palſies in 
the lower parts, and ſevere rheumatiſm. Theſe mala. 
dies are guarded againſt by the care taken of them, and 
the quantity of ſpirits allowed them. ; 


Ecclefiaftical State, &c.— By far the greater part of 
the people are of the eſtabliſned church. We have, 
however, a very conſiderable number of Roman Catho- 
licks, with a MER of the church of Rome, and a * 
chapel. 

There are a few Proteſtants of the Epiſcopal perfus- 
lion; and 4 or 5 Seceders reſide among us. We all live 
very cordially and happily together. The bedy of the 
people, it is but juſtice to ſay, are of reſpectable cha- 
racter. We have, alas ! exceptions: And what commu. 
nity is without ſome, whoſe conduct in life is matter of 
very ſerious regret. The cuſtom that prevails more and 
more, not in this corner alone, among the lower claſſes, 


of 
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of ſubſtituting dram-drinking for a dranght of good 


beer, has a moſt pernicious tendency, with regard to 
health and morals. The people here are, in general, of 
a ſober; rational, religious diſpoſition, regular in their at, 
tendance on ban . and careful of the ſocial 
duties 

The ſtipend of Bellie! is "al 65. 41d. cath al. 
lowances for communion elements. The glebe at Bel. 
lie was lately excambed for one at F ochabers, which 
5 — 13 acrgs of good land. 


Schools and Poor. here | is a parochial ſchool at bs 
chabers. The ſchoolmaſter teaches Engliſh, Latin, uri. 
ting, arithmetic, and  book-keeping. His ſalary is 14 
bolls meal. He has a ſmall fee as ſeſſion clerk, the 
ſchool dues; and payment for regiſtration of baptiſm; 
| and marriages. There 1s a ſociety ſchool about 3 miles 
from Fochabers, of the utmoſt conſequence to very great 
numbers of poor creatures, who could not poſſibly attend, 
. or be accommodated in the pariſh ſchool. 
We have not many common beggars, yet a numerou: 
| lit of poor, among whom are diſtributed the collection 
in the church, which (eſpecially when our great family 
is at home) are of much benefit, the dues from the 
mortcloth, and the intereſt of a little money. A chal- 
der of meal is annually beſtowed upon the poor about 
2d February, the Marquis of Huntly's birth day. There. 
are ſome bedemen who, by an ancient prov ſon in the 


family, 


Near the confines of this and Rathven pariſh, a neat chapel has been 
lately built for the itinerant miniſter, who has a conſiderable diſtrict of this 
p2riſh as part of his charge, He has ſomething from a fund collected, and 
accumulating, for the benefit of that miſſion, in addition to his falary from 
the ſociety, and a gleze of $ acre» A. kouſe is alfo intended him, | 


family 
fortab! 
vate d 
charit: 
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fmily, receive meal and money, which give a very com- 
portable ſubſiſtence. They are old worn-out men. Pri- 
vate donations are given ; and the n in . are 
charitably diſpoſed. 


Curiefity and Antiguity.— The only rare plant in the 
pariſh, is the Satyrium Repens, which So in money 
within a mile of Fochabers. 

Tnere is a field of a little more than 3 acres, a little 
to the N. of the church of Bellie, to which tradition has 
zren the name of the Daniſh Camp. Large remains of 
he entrenchments have been preſerved. It is upon the 
dd E. bank of the Spey, and the river had then flowed 
it the bottom, which had oceafioned the choice of the 
ic Wet. This camp may have been connected with the 
1 battle between the Scots and Danes, in the neighbour- 
es rad of Cullen. From the ſquare figure of the encamp- 
at vent, it ſhould rather ſeem to have been a Roman camp, 
d, aough it be difficult to fay when the Romans were here, 

unleſs Agricola might land a detachment in his traverſe 
" an the coaſts of Scotland, | 5 


Bridge over the Spey.—1 cannot conclude this ſketch of 
the pariſh of Bellie, without taking notice of the neceſ- 
ity of throwing a bridge over the Spey at Fochabers. 
This is, upon the moſt ſolid grounds, the ardent wiſh of 
al who know this paſſage. Fochabers is a very conſi- 
derable thorough-fare, and Spey is well known to be a 


V. large and rapid river. Numberleſs travellers of all de- 
riptions from every part of Britain, paſs this way, who 
are frequently detained by floods and boiſterous winds, 
F ad ſometimes croſs with danger. The poſt-boy is, at 
W Mins, tained, though they waft him over when they 
| would 
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| would not run the tk with any be 3 Nat lony 
ago, he was ſtopped 3 nights in the courſe of one week, 
They ſometimes ferry over the mail, when they datt 
not take the horſe into the boat. A bridge here woulſ 
be of the utmoſt conſequence to the country, in driving 
cattle to and from the markets, of which many fine 
droves travel this way, and are often reduced to great 
Hardſhips. It would be extremely beneficial in bringing 
lime from Banffſhire to Murray, where it is exceeding 
wanted; and it would be of unſpeakable importance ty 
his Majeſty's troops, who almoſt always march by thi 
route; eſpecially would it be of the laſt moment, when 
the public ſervice requires diſpatch. The univerſl 
| ſenſe of the propriety of this meaſure, has already bem 
trongly evinced by very conſiderable ſubſcriptions, to 
which, it is to be hoped, liberal additions will yet bt 
made: Public aid, however, is indiſpenſibly neceſlary: 
and we may humbly preſume, that aid will very gene. 
rouſly be granted, when the ſtate of national ain en 
properly admit of jt. 
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a By the Rev. Mr. James WILSON. 


Name, Situation, Soil, and Product. 


aan even in the preſent century, has under- 
gone ſeveral alterations in the orthography of its 
name. In ſome old writings Tinrome and Tynrome are 
uſed promiſcuouſly, About 60 years ago, Tinran was 
occaſionally adopted. And fince that period Tynron has 
deen generally marked in any writings as the proper 
name of the pariſh, Thoſe who pretend an acquaint- 
ace with the Gaelic language, ſay it is of Gaelic ex- 
traction, ſignifying, * A hill with a noſe,” If this be 
the caſe, Tynron unqueſtionably owes its name to a hill 
near the bottom of the pariſh, called the Doon, in the 
ont of which there is a piece of ground jetting out, 


partly reſembling a noſe upon the human face. Tynron 
& fituated in the weſtern part of Nithſdale, a diſtri of 
Vox. XIV. — — _ 


ER 


upon the N. E. fide about 9 miles. 


„f Giatiſtical Account. 
Dumfriesſhire. It is long and narrow, lying between 
the pariſhes of Glencairn and Penpont: Glencairn = 
ning along the S. W. fide about 8 Scotch miles; Penpont 
The pariſh of Keir 
is a boundary at the lower end; and at the N. W., or 

uppermoſt, it touches the pariſh of Dalry, lying in the 
ſtewartry of Galloway. It is generally computed to be 


10 Scotch miles in length, and about 24 in breadth, atm 


average. The greateſt part of the pariſh is a ſtrath 
little valley ground and hills riſing up on both hand, 
The hills are moſtly green, and being well clothed with 
| graſs, are remarkable for feeding a larger number of 
ſheep than the ſame quantity of land in any firath 
around. The greateſt part of the pariſh is chiefly cal. 
culated for raiſing and feeding of ſheep : although, of 
late years, the tillage of lands has conſiderably ineresl. 
ed, on account of the neighbourin g lime-works of Cloſe 
burn and Barjarg, which have been carried on with pi. 
rit and ſucceſs. The ſoil is rather thin and ſandy, and 
from the greater part of the arable lands being fituatel 
on the edge of hills, the crops are neither luxuriant nor 
early. Oats are chiefly raiſed. Potatoes alſo in gret 
_ abundance. There is a conſiderable quantity more of 
grain than 1s equal to ſupply the inhabitants. Since 

rhe large demands have commenced for black cattle in 
England, the landholders have been encouraged to rail 
them i in greater quantities. And thoſe farms which fed 
ſheep only about 40 or 50 years ago, feed now ſome 
| black cattle alſo upon their loweſt lands, where the grals 
is ſtrongeſt, and moſt ſhelter to be found. The farme! 
finds his intereſt in this mode of management, as, in this 
way, he ſfeldem miſſes of drawing conſiderable profit 
from one part of his ſtock, agreeable to what is woc 
: N in 
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in vogue for - the ſeaſon. The ah of ſheep i in the / 
pariſh is rather above 8000. 'T hey are all of the black 
faced moor kind: The woel of very ordinary quality : 


The chief attention hitherto has been paid to the qu . 


tity: And what they call the well-clad ſheep is greatly 
preferred to the other kind. The ſheep-dealers from 
Cumberland have hitherto given a decided preference to 
the rough ſhaggy-woolled ſheep ; and at the Engliſh bor- 


der markets they have met with the readieſt ſale, and 


brought the higheſt prices. They are reckoned of a 


ſturdy conſtitution, and beſt able to meet the ſeverities 


of winter; The late treaties and ſtrictures upon the 
improvement and melioration of wool in Scotland, 
brought home upon the mind in a convictive way, by a 
ſucceſsful practice on the part of ſome enterpriſing cha- 
rafter, are only equal to the purpoſe of removing ſtrong 
and obſtinate local prejudices. The number of black 
eattle cannot be ſo well aſcertained, being a ſtock often 
changed. There are no more horſes kept than what 


ue neceſſary for carrying on the ee and other | 


farm labour. Z 


| Population. a—The return to Dr. Webſter in 1755 was 
464. There are at preſent reſident in Tynron near 500 
ſouls. Several of the inhabitants live to old age. An 
old lady died in 1787 at the advanced age of 112. With= 
in theſe laſt 20 years, 4 or 5 perſons have died above 
do years of age. And there are ſeveral living at pre- 
ſent in the pariſh who are nearly arrived at fourſeore 
years, There are very ſew inſtances of people dying 
in the middle time of life. And when the diſeaſes in- 
eident to childhood and early youth are ſafely got over, | 
good health and long life are generally enjoyed. At aa 

Mm 2 average, 
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average, there are annually 10 births, 3 marriages, þ 


deaths. The population is rather increafing. Since thy 


tillage of the pariſh is of late years upon a more en. 


_ larged plan, more labourers are needed; and there are 


ſeveral imall new houſes built for the a6cothumecation of 


| ſuch. 


Guru and Mitners_ The inhabitants are 2 fo. 


cial, humane, benevolent people, living in habits of in- 
tercourſe with thoſe around them, and exerciſing them. 


felves in acts of charity upon proper objects. They gare 
very evident proof of their being poſſeſſed of this latter 
quality in 1782, in opening a very liberal fubfeription 
for purchaſing meal for the uſe of needy honſeholders, 
Jo ſome it was given out without money, and, in order 
0 render the charity more extenfive, to others at a re. 


duced price. The happy effects of this charity wers 
fenſibly felt, and the gratitude or the pou is at this "OY 
alive on account of it. 


Donations to PR Pariſh and the Poor, —The moſt re- 


markable donation that has been in the memory of the 


oldeſt man living, or indeed that appears from any writ 


ten documents, was made in the year 1754, by Mr. 


John Gibſon, originally a native of the pariſh, and who, 


in his younger years, was rather in ſtraitened circum- 
ſtances. Some of his more wealthy friends finding him 


poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſhare of genius, and fond of 
cultivating and improving it, adminiſtered to him the 
means neceſſary for this end. After a ſhort time ſuc- 
ceſsfully ſpent in attention to his ſtudies, he iſſued forth 
into active life; and, by the moſt perfect integrity of 
manners, and the moſt unwearied application to buſineſs, 

> | Dn 5 


eate of 
charge 
by the 
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he e woe in reputation ind Pe Ig 12 Aw lat- 5 
ter part of his life, he was married to a lady in London, 
by whom he had no children. He bequeathed to her all 
his property during her perſonal life; and after her death, 
which happened in the year 1762, 1 500 l. was appoint- 
el by will to deſcend to the Society for Propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge in Scotland. This Society, by 
meir acceptance of this donation, bound themſelves to 
n- pay annually to the pariſh of Tynron 35k. Sterling. 
n. WTventg-two pounds of this ſum being paid by the trea- 

ve {Wfurer of ſaid Society to a fchoolmaſter, appointed by 
ter Mr. Gibſon's latter will, to teach a ſchool at or near 
on {MW Iynron kirk: the ſchoolmaſter found qualified by the 
rs, preſbytery of Penpont, and certified to be fo, to inſtru& 
ler Win the principles of the Chriſtian religion ; to teach to 


Ns 
re 


te. read and write well, to caſt accounts, to ſing pfalms at 

rs aurch and in private families, and alſo to teach any 

ag aher parts of learning as ſhall be thought proper, and 
to be elected to his office by the miniſter and elders for 
the time being, and the heritors reſiding in the pariſh*, 


re⸗ |  Ecel:feaftical 
the 
it- * The preſbytery examines this ſchool annually ; and upon their certifi- 


[r, tue of the ſchoolmaſter's due election, diligence and faithfulneſs in the dif 
i charge of his duty, he draws the ſalary above ſpecified. The remaining 13 J., 
by the will of the donor, is appointed to be diſtributed annually, by the kirk- 
kfſon, among 12 poor, ſober, and induſtrious perſons, reſiding in the pariſh x 
Im the value of 61. to be given them in flax, adjudging the value of Tos. ts 
of each, accompanied with 10 8. in caſh ; the laſt 20s. being ſtill kept in the 
he "nds of the treaſurer for the poor, till the yarn ſpun from the flax is inſpect- 
ed by proper judges ; at which time, it is adjudged in different proportions to 
four or five of the beſt ſpinners among the twelve. This donation has an ex- 


th cellent effect in encouraging induſtry among the poorer claſs, at the ſame time 
of that it greatly tends to relieve their wants. A ſtrict attention has been paid 
ſs, bitherto in actirg up to the will of the donor, both in the letter and ſpirit, | 

And every thing at preſent, boch in irt. of the ſchool and the gift to the 


POS * 
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| Feckfoaftical Seate.—The church was built near th 
. beginning of the century, and the half of it, by the 
roof giving way, obliged to be rebuilt about 40 year 
ago. A light repair has been made upon both wall 
and roof in the 178), and is now pretty comfort 
able, except upon a fall of ſnow, which penetrate 


through ſeveral crevices in the roof. The manſe an 
offices were all built anew in the 1785, and are in thei; the 
| beſt repair. The living, including the glebe, is about rih, 
xool. The Duke of Queenſberry is patron. charg 
There are about 20 Seceders in the pariſh : the b There 
belonging to the Antiburgher, and the other half to te e ce 
Cameronian congregations. There is one man attache whict 


to the Relief ſociety. 


Rent, &c;— The valued rental of Tynron, as it ſtands ui moor 
dn the valuation roll of the county of Dumfries, is 4110 chief 


merks, 6s. 8d. Scots. The real rental may be ſtated u miles 
1 zool. Sterling; but this is not given out to be an 2 price 
curate ſtatement, as there is a difficulty in doing this 


rom many farms being in the perſonal poſſeſſion of the C: 
heritors; and thoſe belonging to the Duke of Queeni-W reſpe 
berry, nam: 

ron. 


poor, is upen the beſt and moſt agreeable footing. A very commod ous houſe 
of two ſtoreys in height, in purſuance of the ſuggeſtions of the donor, Vil | 
raiſed in the 1765, in the near neighbourhood of the pariſh church, by tit trad: 
late Duke of Qucenſberry, and another public- ſpirited heritor. One large ther 
apartment is uſed as the ſchool-room, a-d the reſt of the houſe appointed fer fo 
the accommodation of the teacher. Beſides this donation to the pariſh, ther 
have been ſmaller ones made by well dit poſed charitable perſons, for the ult 
of thoſe ſtanding upon the poor's roll. Be ſides the weekly collections made for the 
the poor, amounting to III. or 121. annually, there is a ſmall piece of Janced ago, 
property belonging to them, yielding 71. of yearly rent. The number 0! fror 
poor's names on the roll is 12 or 14. They have a pretty comfortable ſubs 45 

ſiſtence, and not one of them is known to go beyond the bounds of the pail 

as an itinerant beggar. 
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derry, inſtead of augmented rents, are let out for 19 
years, at very moderate rents, and a graſſum taken at 
the commencement of the tack. There are 11 ſeparate 

properties, and 8 of the heritors are refident. The half TL 
of the e g to the * of . 


Rivalees.—The only n of water worthy of notice 
b the Shinnel, riſing at the upper extremity of the pa- ; 
fiſh, and running along through the middle, tilt it dif- 
charges itſelf into the Scarr, when it loſes its name. 
There are ſeveral ſmaller ſtreams, that in this country 
ze called Burns. They all abound with the burn trout, 
hl which affords excellent amuſement to the angler. 


Fuel, —Peat is commonly uſed in the upper end or 
moor part of the pariſh ; and the lower part depends 
chiefly upon coals brought from Sanquhar, above 16 
miles of land carriage. The coal is purchaſed at a ſmall 
a0. price, The chief expenſe lies upon the carriage. 


tle Curiofities—What is moſt worthy of notice in this 
en. reſpe&t is the hill already mentioned, ſuppoſed to give 
rr, ame to the pariſh, commonly called the Doon of Tyn- 
ron. This hill riſes up in a pyramidical form. There 
„a ſmall piece of flat ground, on the top of which, 
* tradition ſays, ſtood a caſtle, It is certain, however, 
coi there has been a conſiderable building upon it, although 
few traces now remain. It is conſiſtent with the know. 
lege of many of the inhabitants now living, that when 
i fr the half of the pariſh church was rebuilt about 40 years 
ago, many free ſtones, for that purpoſe, were brought 
1 from this place; which muſt have been carried thither at 
dai | | a great 
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a great expenſe, as the neareſt quarry of the kind is aboy 
4 miles diſtant, and the hill very inacceſſible. Thi; 
building has been one of thoſe places of ſtrength with 
which the country formerly abounded, and has been encir. 
cled by ſeveral large mounds of earth, which are ſtil 
very vittble. There is an extenſive proſpect of the ſur. 
rounding country to be enjoyed from the top of this 
Hill. An old Roman way runs through the pariſh; 
and at this diſtant day from its formation, is in many 
places quite uncovered with grafs. Its direction is from 
E. to W., along the face of the hills. There are ſeyerd 
tumuli of ſtones. There is one tumulus of earth of can. 

fiderable ſize. None of them have been opened. In 
the Shinnel, there is a deep fall of water called the Ain 
Linn, which is occaſionally viſited 5 thoſe who cg 
in grand and ſtriking Wel. 


Mt dene Obſervations —The price of labour i 
much raiſed of late years. An ordinary farm man- 
ſervant draws 81. or gl. a-year. A maid-ſervant from 
3l. to 41. Harveſt wages a-day 8d., with victuals, or 
Is. without them. But the general practice is hiring 
labourers to remain in the houſe during the harvelt 
weeks. The roads are much improved fince the com- 
mutation of the ſtatute- labour. Much inconvenience i 
felt from the great diſtance of a weekly market, ts 
neareſt being Dumiries, which i is above 16 es 
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PARISH or GOVAN. 


($rx0D or GLAS. AvD AYR, PRESBYTERY oF GLAS- | 


| By the Rev. Mr. Jonx Por Lok. 


Situation and Extent 


T* pariſh of Govan lies chiefly in the county of 
Lanark. Renfrewſhire cuts off a ſmall propor- 


was --- : | E | ; 
onen of it on the S. fide. Notwithſtanding the erection 
* of the village of Gorbals into a ſeparate pariſh in 1771, 


by the commiſſion court, and the ſubſequent disjunction 
quad ſacra of the lands in its immediate vicinity by the 
prefbytery, the pariſh of Govan is ſtill about 5 miles in 
length from E. to W., and between 3 and 4 in breadth. | 
The river Clyde, which is there navigable, by veſſels 


FR drawing 7 feet 6 inches, and runs through the whole 
length of the pariſh from E. to W., divides it nearly into 

2 equal parts. The lands on the ſides of the Clyde, form 

i moſt beautiful plain, extending in breadth a mile and 

Vox, AV. N n | all 
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an half, and upwards, the greateſt part of which lies 0h 


the 8. fide; and as the plain continues ſeveral miles he. 
low Govan, has a good deal of plantations upon it, as vel fide 0! 


as a conſiderable number of elegant villas, and is il 
along interſeQed by the Clyde, upon which veſſels ar 
| conſtantly paſſing either to or from Glaſgow, it forns 
from the high grounds on the S. and N., one of the mo. 
delightful e that can be imagined. 


State of Ferry. This diviſion of the pariſh, howerer 
though a remarkable addition to the beauty of its ſcene, 
ry, is felt as a great inconvenience by the pariſhioner 
on the N. fide of the Clyde. There is no bridge over 
this river below Glaſgow ; and its banks are frequenth 
ſo overflown by heavy falls of rain, that all communica. 
tion by the ferry boat, about 24 miles below that place 
is either entirely ſtopped, or rendered extremely trouble. 
Tome and dangerous. At any time, indeed, paſſing from 
the one fide to the other, is inconvenient to old and in. long 
firm people, and to thoſe who find it neceſſary to crob ther 
the water at funerals; becauſe, though there was ont tice 
a quay on the N. fide, it has been completely ſanded up, BM and 

ſince the commencement of the operations mentioned Wl of fi 
in the account of Glaſgow, for improving the navigation Wl of i 
of the river ; and the ferry, which is become private pro- raſp 
perty, has been long in a very neglected ſtate. As ſom Will red 
gentlemen in the pariſh, however, who are no leſs di- 16: 
tinguiſhed by their public ſpirit, than by the extent d uſe 
their poſſeſſions, have, of late, been turning their atten WW of 
tion to the improvement of the ferry, and are ende WF chi 
vouring to procure a boat of the ſame kind as at Ren-. Mr 
frew, the inconvenience complained of, it is hoped, vil in 
be ſoen, in a great meaſure, if not entirely, — | 
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11 FRY corn and ſüt mills, in its immediate vicinity, 5 
cendered eaſily acceſſible from the 9. as well as the N. 
we 0; the de. ore 


Public W arks,. &e. = The Kelvin, over which 3 is built ; 
the great aqueduct bridge, deſcribed in the account of 
New Kilpatrick, empties itſelf into the Clyde, at the 
Ferry now mentioned, and forms one of the moſt conſi- 
terable additions it receives during the whole of its 
courſe. From that noble monument of attention to in- 
ternal improvement in this part of Scotland, till the Kel- 
vin join the Clyde, it is the eaſtern boundary of this pa- 
ti; and its ſeveral windings are not leſs than 3 miles 
in length. Its banks exhibit a beautiful variety of land- 
ſcape, and are entirely covered in ſome places on both 
les, with wood of different kinds, in a very thriving 
tate, which has been moſtly planted within theſe 40 
years. Not to mention the public works carried on a- 
long the E. fide of Kelvin in the ſpace already deſcribed, 
there are on the W., which alone falls to be taken no- 
tice of here, 3 yarn blcachfields, and 2 for the bleaching 
and printing of cloth; 3 corn mills, x for the making 
of ſnuff, x for the making of paper, 1 for the grinding 
of ink powder, pot aſhes, &c., 1 for chipping, and 1 for 
raſping yellow and logwood. Snuff was not manufactu- 
red here before the year 1750. Tull that period, from 
1634, what is now corverted into a ſnuff-mill, had been 
uſed for grinding corn, and is ſaid to have been the firit 
of that kind upen the water of Kelvin. The raſp and 
chip mills were both erected by their preſent proprietor, 
Mr. John Duncan, in the year 1760, and were the firſt. 
in the W. of Scotland. 

Reldes theſe works on Kelvin, there is a conliderchle 
Nn 2 =:; bleach= 
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bleachfield on the S. fide of the Clyde, in the immediae 


Agr 
vicinity of the village of Govan; and a cotton mill, which WM Scotlar 
gives employment to about 100 perſons of different ages, Wl heen £ 
and is driven by a ſteam engine, has been lately built i fegion 


about 2 miles nearer Glaſgow, almoſt upon the weſtern 


means 
boundary of the lands annexed your facra to the 'parik moſtly 
of Gorbals. 5 wards 
3 „„ Tn, 5 or leſs 
Fiſh.—So full an enumeration of the different kinds fl the pl. 

of fiſh found in the Clyde has appeared in the account of ll . conf 


Glaſgow, that a detail of thoſe found in it, as it paſſe 
through this pariſh, would certainly be deemed ſuperfly: 
ous. The ſalmon fiſhery is here a conſiderable object d 
attention. The annual rent it has lately brought to the 
heritors, i is 40l. Sterling, - 


appea 
cover. 


pariſh 
rich c 
more 


5 ſelc 
peats 
red, 

great 
other 


| . the ground on both ſides of the ii. 
ver, there is plenty of free ſtone of different qualities: 
and of ſuch clay as is uſed in making brick, there is, in 
ſeveral places, great abundance. The coal work, men- 
_ tioned in the Statiſtical Account of Gorbals, is in the 
land disjoined from Govan by the Preſbytery. Coal has 


been wrought for many years, about a mile and an half T 
N. from the Ferry, and a new pit has lately been open- divid 
ed at nearly the ſame diſtance from it in the oppoſite di- 8. 6 


rection. But notwithſtanding this, a cart containing 12 ſely: 
ewt. coſts in the village of Govan, at leaſt a Ts more Wl hi 
than in n Glaſ gow “. 


Fam 
PE Har 

Thirty years ago, the doctrine of mechanics in general was not ſo well 4 
urderſtood in this country as in later times, and the ſpecies of machinery uſed M 
in the raiſing of coal, had not reached that perfection to which it has now at- ek 
tained : yet a cart, containing ſomewhat leſs than 12 cwt., for which 5s. mu 27 
now be paid, could then be purchaſcd at fo low a price as 18. 6d, The my 5 

| C 


Of ov. 4a 5 28 


Airy —There 3 is perhaps no pariſh 3 in che W. ok 
Scotland, where agriculture i is better underſtood, or hag 
been carried, within theſe 40 years, to greater per- 
ſection than in Govan. The ſoil is various, but by no 
means naturally fertile. That neareſt to the river is 
moſtly a light loam. In the higher grounds, and to- 
wards the foot of the riſe, the tendency is generally more 
or leſs to clay and till; and the middle of that part of : 
the plain, which lies on the S. fide of the river, though 
a conſiderable proportion of it be aow highly improved, 
appears to have conſiſted originally of a barren ſand, 
covered with heath. In the S. and 8. W. parts of this 
pariſh, befides what has been lately made to yield very 
rich crops, or is planted with Scotch fir, there is ſtill 


more than 109 acres of moſs, upon which the huſbandman _ 


b; ſeldom to be ſeen, but in the ſeaſon for the caſting of 
peats ; and of theſe, the quantity that is yearly prepa- 
red, is very inconfiderable; becauſe, being of a quality 
greatly inferior to thoſe brought into Glaſgow from ; 
other quarters, there is no demand for them in that mar- 
ket ; and they are uſed by the inhabitants of the S. di- 
viſion of the pariſh only for kindling their fires. 

The lands of Govan are generally well encloſed and 
divided; and a conſiderable proportion of thoſe on the 
8. fide of the river is farmed by the proprietors them 
ſelves. With the induſtry and activity of the farmers, 
which are nowhere more conſpicuous, ſeveral other cir- 
cumſtances have evidently concurred, in bringing this 

pariſh 


of money has, no doubt, during that time, been greatly diminiſhed, and coal 
was formerly wrought nearer to the village than at preſent z but whether either, 
ar both of theſe circumſtances, along with the additional depth of the coal, 
Wil ſufficiently account for the extraordinary riſe of the price of fuel in this 
derich, ſhall be les to others to ne, 
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| pariſh to its preſent ſtate of improvement. Its vicinity 
to Glaſgow, which, till lately, has, for a number of 
5 years, been increaſing with aſtoniſhing rapidity, pro. 


eures a ſure and ready market for its produce, and fur. 
niſhes a moſt convenient and plentiful} ſupply of the beſt 


a manure; and as no leſs than 4 branches of the King; 
_ highway run through the pariſh, the carriage to Glaf. 
gow of the articles it produces, and of the manure 
: brought from thence, particularly on the 9. fide of the 
Clyde, is attended with no fort of difficulty. But the 

circumſtance, which, of all others, contributed moſt ty 


the agricultural improyement of Govan, was the trial of 


Tull's Syſtem of Huſbandry, by Mr. Croſs of Parkhouſe, 
late ſheriff of Lanarkſhire. Till that gentleman began 
His experiments about 40 years ago, farming here had 
made very {mall profictency, and local advantages were 
but little improved. His liberal enterpriſing mind wiſb. 
cd to give the theories of that time a fair and complete 
trial, and thereby to promote the good of his country, 
though little profit ſhould, in the mean time, accrue to 


himſelf. Of the thorough working and cleaning of 


ground, he was anxious to learn the full effect; and to 
_ theſe he applied with unremitting aſſiduity. In proceſs 
of time, he found, that theſe, without manure, were not 


enough for raifing good crops of any kind ; but by the 


£rops which, for a conſiderable number of years, he had 
raiſed ſucceſſively upon the ſame ground, entirely with. 
out manure, he directed the attention of his neighbours 
to what is chiefly beneficial in farming; and ſome of 
them gratefully acknowledge the benefit they derived 


from his induſtry and perſeverance at this day. He was 
the firſt who tried the effect of drilling in this part of 


the ae and ſound it, upon the whole, to turn out 


exceeding!y 


of 


5 oe 1 
ity veceedin hy wal: or this” way of ſowing turnip, of 
of Ml jrhich, from a too well founded apprehenſion of ſecret 
0 confumption, the quantity raiſed annually in Govan is 
inconſiderable, he is pretty generally followed, and in 
the planting of potatoes, univerſally. He always gave 
a preference to broad drills* ; but in that has not been 
followed, though a Sin; who is one of the moſt 
intelligent farmers in the pariſh, and who was particn- 
krly acquainted with the ſherif, is clearly of opinion, 
that they not only yield as profitable crops as the broad + 
drills, but are greatly more beneficial to the ground. In 
this pariſh, there is not leſs than 250 acres planted with 
potatoes every year; and of theſe, the average produce 
is 35 bolls the acre. The ordinary rotation of crops is 
potatoes, wheat laid down with graſs-ſeeds for 2 years, 
and then oats. Some ſow barley, others oats after 
wheat, and lay them down with graſs. Beans and peaſe 
are not brought into the rotation, except in the higher 
grounds, where the ſoil, generally tending to clay, is 
more favourable for their production. The beſt f farm- 
ers have, ſome ſeaſons, 13 bolls of wheat upon an acre ; 
but that is confiderably above the average quantity. 
Flax is ſown only for private uſe. The harveſt is uſual- 
ly early ; and frequent ſhowers during the ſummer are, 
in the low grounds, ——— ſueceeded by the richeſt 
crops. 


The 4 horſes in this pariſh, are ks above 
the common fize. 'The mode of farming generally prac. 
tiſed renders this neceſſary. Not to ſpeak. of the heavy 
carts of dung brought out of Gluſgew, the plough uted 
in 
* The broad drill is 3 feet wide, the narrow from 1+ to 2. | 
T ln the Author's MS. the word is broaz, probably, by miſtake, for narrew. 


1 The farm principally alluded to is the property of James Ritchie, Eq. 
of Buſbie. 
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in the greater part of the pariſh i is drawn by 2 horſes #: 
and it has, of late, been found, that 2 harrows, ſo con. 
ſtructed and joined together, as to take an equal hold of 
the ground, may be drawn by 2 ſuch horſes managed 
| by one man, and do nearly as much execution as 4 un. 
connected with one another, drawn by 4 ſmaller horſes, 
which require 2 men. From the richneſs of the paſture, 
in general, it is likewiſe found expedient to keep milch. 
cows, of a pretty large ſize. The number annually fat. 
enced in the pariſh, is not great. They are of a ſmaller 
| fize, and are uſually brought from the Highlands. There 
is only 1 * farm in the pariſh, which conſiſts of about 
108 acres. The inundations of the Clyde 3 it 
from being profitably kept i in tillage. 
As a conſequence of the ſpirit for farming that has 
been introduced into Govan, it is entitled to notice, that 
the implements of huſbandry are all of the moſt approv- 
ed kind. Inſtead of poſſeſſing that averſion to innova- 
tion, which prevails in many other parts of Scotland, 
the farmers, in general, ſo far as the writer of this has 
had an opportunity of obſerving, diſcover a laudable e- 
mulation to be foremoſt in improvement of every kind. 
Of the threſhing machines invented by the ingenious 
Mr. Meikle, the firſt in this part of the country was e- 
rected more than 4 years ago, by a Mr. John Paterſon 
of this pariſh ; and a conſiderable farmer in the neigh- 
bourhood having ſeen from his, their great utility in the 
abridgement of labour, has lately followed his example. 
I) he valued rent of the whole pariſh is 49621. 178. 74- 
Scotch. Its real rent, owing to a number of the heri- 
tors farming their own lands, is not accurately known ; 
but from the very advanced ſtate of improvement, mult 
neceſſarily 


one man manages the horſes, and holds the plough. 
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recefſarily be high, probably upwards of 6000l. Ster- 
ling. It is divided in very unequal portions, among 

63 proprietors, a few of whom only have held their pol. 
ſeſſions for any conſiderable length of time. In the pa- 


ſtantly. Its vicinity to a place of extenſive trade and - 
manufactures, added to its healthy and pleaſant ſituation, 
makes it t very deſirable for ne refidence. 2 


Population, &. Beſides | the villa ge of Gove: which 
contains 224 families, there are 2 more in the pariſh ſo 
confiderable, that in the one, which is a little N. from 
the Clyde, there are 115 families, and in the other, upon 
the road to Eaſtwood, 35. Few of the houſes in any of 
theſe have been lately built. The old houſes, in gene- 
ral, are ill aired, and extremely incommodious. Clean- 
lineſs is by no means ſufficiently attended to by the low 
er elaſſes of the people; and the water which, till lately, 
vas ſuffered to ſtagnate on both fides of the public 
road through the village of Govan (which is about a 
mile in length), was highly offenſive to travellers. The 
villagers ſeemed, however, from their being at no pains 
to drain it, not to conſider it as any nuiſance; and 
though the efluvia ariſing from it, could not be of a ſa- 
lubrious quality, it has been long remarked, that the 
people are generally exceedingly healthy, and that many 
of them reach a very advanced age. 

In 1755, when the village of Gorbals was included in 
the pariſh of Govan, the population of the whole, ac- 
cording to Dr. Webſter, amounted to 4389. That vil. 
lage, and the lands joined to it quoad ſacra, appear nov 
to contain 5800 ſouls. From an enumeration made chief 
ly in the courſe of laſt year, there are in the pariſh of 

Vox. XIV. Do: _ Govan, 


riſh, ſeveral of the greateſt proprietors reſide almoſt con- 
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| Govan, excluſive of the people employed from other pa. 
riſhes, during a great part of the ſeaſon, at che print an 
8 bleachfields re mentioned, 2 5 __ 


of theſe there a are 1 =” 1260 
Females, = 8” 1252 

Under 8 years of age, - 51 

Between 8 and 86, « 19g 

Between 80 and go, 21 


Between 90 and es — 


Madden, tharefore; of placing 5900 under the head of 


Increaſe from Gorbals ſince 1 755, as in the tabie prefix. 
ed to the 5th volume of this work, the amount from 
both pariſhes ought not to exceed 3929 fouls ® 


Chun <>, Manſe, Rc 8 Toe + church i 18 very commo. 
dious, 


* Of burials, no regiſter has been kept; nor can the regiſter of baptiſms 


and marriages give a diſtin idea of the number either of the one or of the 


other, in any given time; becauſe the Diſſenters, who reſide moſtly in the 
villages, and of whom there are 75 families, have long been generally accul- 
tomed to neglect the regiſtration of their childrens names; and clandeſtine mar 


riages, of which there are no regiſter, have been, among the lower people, met 


abſurdly common. 

+ The following notes were obligingly communicated by* a gentleman wio 
had fome time ago occafion to look over, with a different view, ſome old p- 
pers in the poſſeſſion of the College and Town of Glaſgow. The information 


they contain may be relied upon, though the authorities could not, without 1 
good deal of e be produced, ag they happened not to > make a part of 
the notes. 


4 The church of Govan appears to rd been originally e by King 
te David I. to the church of St. Mungo of Glaſgow. The deed of mortifica- 


vc tion is entered in the chartulary of Glaſgow, the original of which is kept in 


& the Scots College at Paris, and the only full copy in Scotland is in the lis 


t brary of the Univerſity of Glaſgow. The church of Govan appears to hate 
& been lcrved, before the Reformation, by a parſon, who was, ex icio, ont 


60 of 


ſp « 
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&ons, and in good condition. It was rebuilt in 1962, 
nd completely ſeated very ſoon after. Its ſituation is 
the moſt convenient for the pariſhioners at large that 
could have been fixed upon. It ſtands 126 yards from 
the Clyde, and about the ſame diſtance from the road 
between Glaſgow and Greenock. The ſpire, which 
was part of the original plan, was from ſome accidental 
occurrence, left unfiniſhed, and ftill remains in the ſame 
fate, To the repairs, however, now making upon the 
atry and church-yard wall, to prevent the burying= 
ground from being indecently uſed, as hitherto, like a 
common thorough fare, and place of diverſion, it is in- 
tended by the heritors to add this very becoming orna- 
nent to the houſe they have appropriated for the wor- 
hip of the Moſt High: And while it will be a great ad- 
dition to the beauty of the place, and an agreeable object . 
to the eye of a traveller, it will at this time (Novem- 
ber 1793) be a moſt grateful teſtimony from them, as 
N 1 Britons 


« of the chapter of the ſee of Glaſgow. In whom the right of preſenting the 
% parſon of Govan was veſted, before the Reformation, does not clearly ap- 
« pear; though it is probable, that it belonged to the archbiſhop and his chap- 
© ter. After the Reformation, the right of preſenting was exerciſed by the 
Crown. James Beaton was archbiſhop of Glaſgow at the time of the Re- 
* formation. In conſequence of its eftabliſhment, he left the country with 
* the French fleet, in July 1560 and the Queen, on 3d October 1567, pre- 
a ſented Mr, Stephen Beaton to the parſonage of Govan, jure coronæ. Upon 
* the deceaſe of Mr. Stephen Beaton, the Crown preſented. His Majeſty 
James VI., patron of the benefice, 13th July 1577, granted a charter, un- 
der the great ſeal of the College of Glaſgow, by which he conveyed “ totam 
et integram rectoriam et vicariam eccleſiæ parochialis de Govan, cum om- 
" nibus decimis fructibus, deditibus proficius emolumentis divoriis manſis 
© gleba, terris ecclefiaſticis ejuſdem, et ſuis pertinen. jacen. infra dioceſim | 
"© Claſguen et vicecomitatum noſtrum de Renfreu.” And this charter con- 
te tains an order to the archbiſhop, or, in his abſence, to any miniſter within 
the dioceſe, to give inſtitution and poſſeſſion of the benefice to the college. 


* 


Z 
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' Britons and as Chriſtians, of their utter abhorrence of 
the wanton impiety and ſacrilegious effrontry, which are 
become the predominant features of the French nation, 
and which their Convention's extravagant changes in the 
computation of time, will only more effectually = 
to the honeſt indignation of poſterity. LF 5 
The ſtipend ſince 1762, when it received a ; ſmall ad. 
dition, has been 2 chalders of bear, 2 of meal, and 001, 
Scotch. The court of teinds laſt year, augmented it tg 
4 chalders of bear, 4 of meal, and 6001. Scotch, inclu- 
ding allowance for communion elements. The glebe an 
graſs-ground conſiſt of 7 acres, and upwards. The pa. 5 
tronage of the pariſh belongs to the College of Glaſgoy, An 
The manſe, and a complete court of offices, are entirely {ſx 
new : They coft near 5001. Sterling; and the readineſs de tl 
with which the heritors agreed to aſſeſs themſelves in o de v 
conſiderable a Fam, ſtands unexampled, perhaps, in moſt entir 
rw of Scotland, 5 | able 
„ houſ 
Schao?—Befides the parochial ſchool, which is kept in er 
the village of Govan, by the ſame perſon who holds the IS 0 
office of ſeſſion-clerk, there are 4 private ſchools in the 
pariſh. The parochial ſchoolmaſter has no dwelling- 
Houſe from the heritors, but lately obtained from them 
a ſalary of 200 merks Scotch, With this, his different 
emoluments, of which the moſt confiderable ariſes from 
a mortification made in 1757, by Abram Hill, a native 
of the pariſh, for the education of 10 poor children, Js 


mount, excluſive of ſchool fees, to little leſs than 40l. 
ering Near. 


eterling 
This fu 
vſual d 
zamits 
of ever 


ceive T 
a8 are 

of Jun 
the he 
charit! 
nua 


l are, at preſent, upon the varith roll 21 
poor people, who are ſupported by the voluntary col 
lections at the church doors, and the intereſt of 420l. 

Sterling, 


* 2593 


gerling, which has hitherto been paid very punctually. 
This fund, with fines for irregular marriages, and the 
ulual deductions from the ſeſſion-clerk's fees, likewiſe 
zamits of the diſtribution of 4]. or 51. Sterling at the end 
of every half year, to poor houſeholders, who do not re- 
xive regular aſſiſtance, and of occaſional ſupply to ſuch 


i; are found to ſtand in need of it, between the months 
& June and January; when thoſe who are thought by 


to We heritors and kirk-ſeſſion, to be in need of conſtant 
u- WM charity, are put upon the poors roll. The whole ſum 
nl Wi noually diſtributed, 1s about 60l. — 


/ FORTY 8838 the 121. belonging to Sir N 
Maxwell of Pollock, about 2 miles S. E. of the church, 
re the remains of an old caſtle, of Gothic architecture, 
the walls of which, though built in 1585, are yet moſtly 
entire. It appears to have been a building of conſider- 
able ſtrength, and was, for a long time, the jointure- 
zoule of the Pollock family. The following inſcription 
wer the door, upon a ſtone nearly of a 2 triangular form, 
b now ſcarcely legible. 


1585. 
NI DOMIN 


m DES STRVXE 

nt ___ RIT FRVSTRA STRVIS ds, 
SIR IOHN MAXWELL OF POLLOCK KNY 

8 CHT AND P MARGARET CONYNGHA 

ve HIS WYFE BIGGET THIS HOWS 

l, 

* In fo populous a pariſh, the number of poor to be thus maintained would, 
in all probability, be conſiderably larger, were not pretty liberal ſupport given 
io their members, when in want, by two ſocieties in the pariſh, with one or 

21 boch of which moſt of the inhabitants are connected; ; ard whoſe funds, from 
1. the great exertions to procure new members at the annual election of their dea- 


%# 
—— 
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F 
of, 


Ons 


are in a very proſperous ſtate. It is to be ſincerely regretted, however, 
ha 


| theſe elections are frequently preceded by a vaſt deal of diſſipation, 
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On an elevated Ecoation very 1 near to Ketein, nd not 
_ many hundred yards from the Clyde, ſtand the ruing of 
an edifice erected in 1611, and known by the name of 
the Biſhop's Caſtle. It was the country reſidence of the 
* Biſhop of Glaſgow. In the bleachfield near to the vil. 
lage of Govan, which was already taken notice of, ere 
is an artificial mound of a conical ſhape. Its perpendi. 
cular height is 17 feet. At the baſe, it is 150 feet in 
diameter, and at the top 102. It is commonly called, 
The Hillock, and was probably one of the + law hills 
upon which courts of juſtice uſed to be held in ancient 
times, which are to be met with in ſome other parts of 

Scotland. What chiefly favours this conje&ure is, that 
the oldeſt people in the neighbourhood remember its be- 
ing known by the name of Doomſterhill. It may be 
Here mentioned, as a. circumſtance a little uncommon, 
that on the northern boundary of the pariſh, the coun- 
ties of Dumbarton, Lanark, and Renfrew, the pariſhes 
of New Kilpatrick, Govan, and Renfrew, and the pro- 
perty of 3 heritors 1 in theſe teveral ie, all meet in 
one point. 


Charafie 


* Tt: was added to the notes, inſerted in p. 290, by the gentleman there 
mentioned, 1] now firget my authority, but remember to have read ſome- 
& Where, that the lands of Patrick, which lie in the pariſh of Govan, were 
© gifted by David I. to the Biſhop of Glaſgow, who built a manſion-houle 
& there, in which be reſided during ſummer ; and that about the time of the 
« Reformation, he f:ued the ſurrounding lands to the ancient tenants. Ibe 
c refidence of the biſhop and his court in this place, no doubt, gave riſe ts 
ce the adjcining village of Partick, as tradeſmen would naturally ſettle near 
the biſhop's reſidence, for the accommodation of his houſehold, and of thoſe 
« who frequented that eſtabliſhment.” From the lands being called in the 
deed of conveyance, as the ſame gentleman thinks, illam particulum terre, i 
is eaſy to account for the name Partick. | 


+ Sce Pinkerton's Iaquiry into the Hiſtory of Scotland, 1 p. 412 4137 414. 
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character and Diſadvantages. For induſtry and ac- 
tivity, as was formerly remarked, the farmers here are 5 
eminently diſtinguiſhed. The ſuperior claſſes are ſocial, 
hoſpitable, liberal to their poor, and generally regular in 
tending the ordinances of religion. From a great part 
# the operative people in the villages, 279 of whom are 
weavers, temperance, it is much to be lamented, has not 
obtained a place among the cardinal virtues. There are 
nw fewer than 22 ale, or rather whiſky houſes in the 
pariſh ; and had it not been taken from the Exciſe offi 
ters books, it might be thought incredible, that when 
the cotton manufacture was in a flouriſhing ſtate, 1500 
Plans of whiſky were conſumed in the village of Go 
un, in a ſingle quarter of a year. To this quantity, 
ny ſuppoſititious addition to the prejudice of the re- 
renue, need ſurely not be 8 88 even by the moſt uncha- 
fable. x ; 

In ſuch a diſtri, and where this. is no * evil magi- 
tnte to enforce ſubordination, and to puniſh crimes, 
yhat can be expected, but that the children ſhould have 
been neglected in their education; that many of the 
jouth ſhould be unacquainted with the principles of re- 
gion, and diflolute in their morals ; and that licentious 
cabal ſhould too often Aer the place of peaceable and 
ober deportment. 

Notice was formerly taken of the inconvenience to 
which the village of Govan is ſubjected, with regard to 
fuel; and it ſtill farther deferves attention, that there is 
no ſtandard by which the weight and carriage of coals are 

| regulated 


* If neighbouring juſtices were, at tated intervals, to hold regular courts 
n ſo large villages, they might eſſentially promote the beſt intereſts of their 


country. They would be a terror to evil doar 55 and A een to all that 
well, 
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regulated. The conſequence of which is, a poor houſ 
holder pays the ſame price for 9 or 10, as for 12 oy; 
and from want of a civil magiſtrate, has no mode of 1 
dreſs, when he thinks himſelf wronged. There is 
| baker in the place, no butcher, and no publick market; 
any kind. All ſorts of proviſions, therefore, exceytin 


lived in Glaſgow ; becauſe they muſt go thither to put 
chaſe them, and afterward bring them home. The v 
| lagers, indeed, are chiefly ſupplied with loaf bread, ſe 


s ſo eaſy for the baker, as a ** diminution d 
the WIR. 
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meal and potatoes, coſt the inhabitants more than if the 


(Cov 
to them from Glaſgow; but the trouble of ſending 5 
muſt be compenſated in ſome way or other; and no wy 


NUMBE! 


—. 


Of Kemback, ED. 297 


NUMBER XVIII. 


PARISH or KEMBACK. 


(CounTY AND SYNOD or Free, PRESBYTERY or Sr. 
AvbRZw. 8. 


5 B the Rev. Mr. JAuEs M DoxaALD. 


Extent, 5. oil en, 5285 Ke. | 


* OUT the origin of the name of the varith; there | 
does not exit even a probable conjecture. It 
ſretches in length from E. to W. about 4 miles, and its 
rreateſt breadth from S. to N. is about a mile. Its 
altern extremity 1s diſtant about 4X miles from St. An- 
drew's, and its weſtern approaches within half a mile 
of Cupar. It contains about 1850 acres, of which more 
than 1 500 are arable. Of the remainder, ſome part was 


principally of Scotch fir, are in fo thriving a ſtate, that 
they afford a ſtrong inducement to the ſeveral proprie- 
tors to appropriate the reſt of their mooriſh ground to 
the ſame uſe. Almoſt all the varieties of ſoil are to be 
lound here, clay, black loam, light {andy ſoil, with A 
Kt XIV. P p dry 


planted ſeveral years ago; and the plantations, conſiſting _ 
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dry bottom, id thin gravel, with a wet os bottom 
Of theſe, all, except the laſt, are tolerably fertile, an 


produce, by proper management, good crops of all th Be 
plants commonly raifed by farmers in this country, By 
'The ſurface of the ground, on the W. fide of the parih mn Ar 
is nearly level, ſloping gently from S. to N.; but on te Of 
E. fide, Nature, in the formation of its ſurface, ſeem E 
to have indulged herfelf in a ſportive mood, by throy. A 
ing it into a variety of the moſt irregular and fantaſli U. 


ſhapes : it riſes above the level of the W. fide about 1g 
or 80 feet; and the elevations in feveral places are ſo 
ſudden and abrupt, as to render the cultivation of the 
fields very expenſive, and even dangerous, and the roads, 
from one part of the pariſh to the other, almoſt inac- 
ceſſible. The air and climate are favourable to health, 
Endemic diſeaſes are unknown. The people in genert} 
"are healthy, and ſometimes reach extreme old age 
There are at preſent ſeveral perſons in the pariſh be- 
| tween 80 and * yours of age. 


4 Cbaractex of FR People, &c.— The inhabitants of this 
pariſh are not diſtinguiſhed from their neighbours, by 
any peculiarity of character. In general, they are ſo- 
ber minded, induſtrious, and temperate ; decent in their 
manners, attending to their own buſineſs, living in peace 
with one another, and giving regular attendance upon 
the public ordinances of religion. During the incum- 
bency of the preſent miniſter, which comprehends a pe- 
riod of nearly 13 years, there has not occurred a fingle 
inſtance of any perfon belonging to this pariſh ſuffering 
the lighteſt puniſhment from a civil Judge. : 


Population, The return "to Dr. Webſter in 1755 wi 
| TITS 


year ago, the number of inhabitants f is as follows: 


Belonging to the Eftabliſhed Church, | 540 


Burgher Seceders, . 1 
Antiburgher Seceders = 28 
Of the Preſbytery of Relief, 55 
eu Epiſcopalia, — — 5 
OW. Anabaptiſt, - TM „„ * 
tie Unitarians, 4 E36 ny” 2 
70 „ — 
Pl! In all, © 588 


them 7 widowers and 15 widows. 5 


in high eſtimation in all ages, by thoſe perſons whoſe 


rations, paid the moſt particular attention, from the ear- 


vccupation of their wiſeſt ſtateſmen and braveſt gene- 
nls, when they were not neceſſarily engaged in the de- 
lberations of the ſenate, or exploits of the field. Cincin- 
natus was found at the plough, when he was called up- 


and warlike people engaged in the ſervice of the ſtate 
with the prompteſt alacrity, and marched out to meet 
EST their 


0 


110 ſouls. According to an account taken about half 2 


0f the 540 belonging to the Eſtabliſhed Church, 300 | 
xe females, and 240 males; ; ſo that the proportion of : 
males to females is exactly as 4 to 5. There are among g 


State of n &c. Agriculture hath been held 
ſplendid talents and eminent virtues have entitled them 
to be regarded as inſtructors and patterns to the reſt of 
mankind. The Romans, who attained a pitch of gran- 


deur which hath ſeldom been equalled in the hiſtory of 


lieſt times, to this delightful and uſeful art. It was the 


on by his countrymen to aſſume the ſupreme adminiſtra- 


tion of public affairs. And though that high- ſpirited 


a kv OY p 
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their enemies with the moſt heroic ardour, yet they 
gladly exchanged the fatigues of war for the pure and 
healthful pleaſures of a country life. When it was ng 
longer neceſſary to bear arms, they beat their {ſwords 
into plongh-ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks; 
and ſolaced their minds, after the horrors of war, with 
the delightful contemplation of that variety of naturi 
beauty which, from time to time, the fields preſent to 
the eye of the induſtrious and enlightened hufbandman. 
And as the greateſt of their heroes dignified this profeſ. 
ſion, by ſharing in its toils, the ſublimeſt of their poets 
made it the ſubje& of the moſt finiſhed work, perhaps, 
of which antiquity can boaſt, that he might entice his 
_ countrymen to the ſtudy of agriculture, by adorning it 
with all the graces and beauties of the moſt exquiſite 
poetry. In Scotland, confiderable attention has of late 
been applied to the improvement of this important art. 
Many excellent treatiſes have been written upon the 
Jubject, by men of eminence in the literary world, who, 
by devoting a portion of their time and talents to the 
ſtudy of agriculture, are no doubt entitled to the grati- 
tude of their countrymen. Of theſe, none ſeem deſerr- 
ing of higher praiſe than the celebrated Author of Ele- 
ments of Criticiſm, who, in his Gentleman Farmer, 
hath brought together a collection of facts and obſerva- 
tions, which, to the judicious farmer, are of ineſtimable 
value, and will ſtand the teſt of ages, And it muſt af. 
ford every fincere lover of his country very high fatis- 
faction, to ſee that Board of Agriculture, which Lord 
Eames ſo ſtrongly recommends, actually eſtabliſhed by 
_ Government, with ſuch a proſpe& of its anſwering the 
important purpoſes for which it was inſtituted *. 1 


2 Before, however, books on farming can operate as means of genera, 


Wes 
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In this pariſh, till very lately, the capital improve. 


ments which farming has received during the courſe of 
the preſent century, have not been generally adopted. 
Within the recent period of 12 years, neither turnips. 
nor artificial graſſes of any kind were ſown in the largeſt 
farm in the pariſh. The fields, after being exhauſted 


by cropping, were reſigned in ſucceſſion to paſture, and 


remained in that condition ſeveral years, producing ſcan- 


ty crops of natural grafſes, till it became neceſſary to 


break them up again for corn; and the inſtruments of 


huſbandry correſponded in clumſineſs with the rudeneſs of 


the mode of cultivation. Of late, however, things have 


aſſumed a very different appearance. Turnips are raiſ- 


ed in every farm. The rotation of crops is ſometimes 
ſuch as the beſt writers on huſbandry recommend; the 
telds are laid down with a plentiful allowance of clover 


and rye graſs, and the ploughs, and harrows, and carts, 


&e. are generally of the beſt conſtruction. Still, how- 
ever, to an accurate and judicious obſerver, there may 
perhaps appear room for much future improvement, 


both in the formation and in the execution of the plans 


adopted by farmers here for the management of their 


| grounds. | 


improvement, before a perſon can be qualified for reading ſuch hooks 
With advantage, it would be neceſſary for him to go through a more 
complete courſe of education, than can be commonly obtained at a 
country pariſh ſchool. A conſiderable acquaintance with the Engliſh 
language, arithmetick, book-keeping, and menſuration, are qualifica- 


tions without which a farmer can neither make himſcif maſter of the. 


improvements made in the art, nor proſecute theſe improvements in a 


manner either beneficial to himſelf or his country, This, by the way, 


ſhows the neceſſity of giving greater enconragement to. public teachers, 
than is at preſent done; as there is not, perhape, any ſingle circumſtince 
that would conduce ſo much te the advancement of agriculture in Scots 
land, as making proviſion for the proper education of that claſs of mea 
by whom the art is to be carried on. 


4 
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| grounds. of the improvements above mentioned, the 


cauſes are no doubt various. One of the principal af 


them, however, certainly i is, the attention which ſevery 


of the gentlemen who reſide on their eſtates have then. 


| ſelves paid to huſbandry. By introducing into the ſmall 
farms in their own poſſeſſion the moſt approved ſyſtem 
of management for the different kinds of ſoil, they hays 
_ exhibited an example to their tenants, which, conſpiring 
with other cauſes, has produced the change of culture 
mentioned above, a change no leſs beneficial to the pro- 
prietor and tenant, than deli e to the Judiciou 

ſpectator. be 

For 2 or 3 years paſt, it has been the cuſtom, i in dif. 
ferent parts of the pariſh, to raiſe potatoes from ſeed, 
in order to prevent degeneracy, to procure greater vn. 
riety of kinds, and more abundant crops ; and there is 
little doubt, that in this. way theſe deſirable ends wil 
be attained. There is another article of improvement, 
which has been lately introduced, which promiſes to be 
a ſubſtantial and permanent benefit. I mean, the uſe of 
rutabaga, or Swediſh turnip. This plant is either ſown 
in the field, like common turnip, and treated in the ſame 
manner, or ſown in a ſeed bed like cabbage, and tranſ- 
-planted at the diſtance of 10 or 12 inches in the drill. 
In point of taſte and flavour, it is greatly ſuperior even 
to yellow turnip ; and though in many reſpects fimilar 
to turnip, it poſſeſſes ſome peculiar qualities which ſeem 
to render it well calculated to ſerve in ſpring as a ſuc- 
cedaneum to turnip, and to afford green food for cattle 
till they can be put to graſs. It is conſiderably more 
ſolid than common turnip. Its ſpecific gravity to that 
of common turnip being nearly as 1013 to 878; (it may 


be proper to mention, Newer, that the accuracy of 
this 


bY 2 
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this proportion reſts on a ſingle experiment). It reſiſts 
froſt better than turnip ; after ſhooting in the ſpring, 
the root {till remains juicy and ſucculent, and even after 


the ſeed is ripened upon the ſtalk, a conſiderable. part of 


the root remains fit for the uſe of cattle. 

Threſhing machines have been lately introduced here; 
and though there has not been time for them to receive 
the ſfan&tion of experience in their favour, yet as they 
perform a great quantity of work in a very ſhort time, 
and cut off almoſt every opportunity of embezzlement, 


an extenſive farm. | 
There are no fewer than 3 corn mills in the pariſh ; 3 


The multure exacted by theſe mills, is, I believe, almoſt 
precifely the ſame. It cannot be expreſſed in general 
terms, becauſe it is drawn in grain, and partly in meal. 
By a calculation upon oats, I found, that when the boll 


multure is 1-1 2th of the quantity ſent to the mill. This 


ſhould difpoſe farmers to pay attention to raiſe grain of 
he beſt quality, as the multure is always leſs in Paper 
tion as the quality is finer. ä 
The rents of farms are various. Of late, there has ap- 
peared in this neighbourhood a tendency to offer higher 
rents for farms, than the average prices of corn and 
cattle, and the improvements of the art ſeemed to juſtify. 
The fame ſpirit of unfounded ſpeculation, which had per- 


Yaded ſeveral other orders of ſociety, ſeized upon farm- 
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they promiſe to conſtitute a valuable improvement upon : 


but, from this circumſtance, little or no benefit accrues £ 
to the inhabitants in the way of competition, as almoſt 
all the lands are bound thirle to one or other of them. 


of oats produces a bolt of meal, the multure is 1-13th, 
and when the boll produces only 3 firlots of meal, the 


ſuggeſts an inducement, which, along with many others, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ee This (pirit in farming, however, a a8 well as 10 


trade and manufactures, has received a check from the 
ſtate or the times: Had it proceeded much farther, it 


would have produced the moſt fatal conſequences, Jt 
would have proved an effectual bar to every ſpecies of 
agricultural improvement, becauſe the farmers bound to 
pay more than the land could produce, would ſoon have 


found themſelves in a ſtate of bankruptcy and ruin; and 


it would have neceſſarily foſtered in the country that 
; ſpirit of diſſatisfaction, which almoſt invariably accom- 


panies the feeling of diſtreſs. _ 
In this pariſh, the rent of land Rill continues 0 


rate; there is only 1 or 2 ſmall farms which let ſo high 
as 208. the acre, and the beſt land in the pariſh is, at pre- 
ſent, let conſiderably under that rate. The largeſt farm 


in the pariſh confiſts of about 270 acres. There are in 
the pariſh about 122 horſes, 437 cattle, and from 80 to 
100 ſwine. Every cottager almoſt feeds a Pig for the 


uſe of his family. 


Rivers. —The river Eden is the northern boundary 


of the pariſh. Of this ſtream the courſe is not ſtraight, 


but forms many beautiful ſerpentine windings, the banks 


ſometimes almoſt level with the ſurface of the water, 
and ſometimes rifing above it to the height of 40 or 50 
feet; and at the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, ths 
" forms a curve of ſo curious a kind, that it thapes 


about an acre of land, which it nearly ſurrounds, into 
the figure of a guitar, with the broad end oppoſed to the 


water on the E. fide. 


The portion of the | © Bay belonging to this pariſh, 


abounds both with river and lea trout. The river trout 
are of two Kinds, red and white, They begin to be in 


ſeaſon 


＋ 
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ſea trout are alſo of 2 kinds, red and white. They begin 


to come up from the ſea in May. The — are 5 


z lbs., and the common fize about 1 1b. 


There is a ſmall ſalmon-fiſhing too upon the Eden i in 8 
this pariſh. The ſalmon begin to appear in the river in 
May, but are generally more frequent in June and Ju- 
ly, They are commonly ſold at 4d. the Ib, Engliſh. 
About 30 years ago, the average number of ſalmon 


eught, was 3 ſcore ; and the average number caught in 


the part of the river belonging to Nyddie, which borders 
with this pariſh, was 12 ſcore. For ſeveral years paſt, 
both fiſhings have been occupied by the fame perſons; 
and though no exertion of induſtry and {kill has been ne- 


glected, the average number of both hath not exceeded 
4 ſcore. The cauſe of this deficiency, however, it does 


not ſeem eaſy to aſcertain with =y degree of probabi- 


lity, 


Mines and Minerals.—Of free ftone, there are vaſt 
quantities in the pariſh, Veins, both of coal and lime, 
have been alſo found in it; but of theſe laſt, the expenſe 


of working has been hitherto ſo great, that though ſeve- 
nl attempts have been made at different times, they 


have always proved unprofitable ſpecylations. In the 


year 1722, a diſcovery was made at the foot of a pretty 


ugh hill at Myretown of Blebo of a quantity of metal ; 
in large pieces, which, upon trial, proved to be rich lead 


ore. This circumſtance induced the proprietor, Mr, 
lohn Bethune of Blebo, with ſome of his friends, to 


form themſelves into a company, to work, dig, and ſearch 
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fafon i in March, but are in higheſt perfection i in April 
and May. The largeſt will weigh about 2 lbs. Eng- 
iſh weight; the middle fize from + Ib. to a lb. The 
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for the whole metals and minerals _ the. lands of 
Blebo. . 
Tn the courſe of their . mey 50 at — 
a little below the place where the ore was diſcoverel, 
n vein in the ſolid rock, about 2 feet wide, containing hy 
| ſpar, and other vein ſtuff, mixed with large ſpots ꝙ Dura, 
flowers of fine ore; and in another place, about half 3 
mile W. from the former, they diſcovered a neſt of the 
| pureſt lead ore, containing large lumps, one of 24 tones, 
and ſeveral of 10 or 12 ſtones, and the reft ſmaller ; an 
a little below the neſt, a vein of about à foot wide, in 
working of which, in a fmall level, they came to a rib 
of pure metal of about 3 inches, which increaſed to 6 
inches. But as the levels to both lay through rocks f 
exceſſively hard, as could only be wrought with gun. 
powder, the expenſe of the work became fo great, that 
= It was thought proper to diſſolve the company. About 
2 tons of lead were makes, and eee to Hol. 
land *. 


Coriofties—The pariſh 1s FFI from 8. to N. 


V Afterward, in the year 1748, a gentleman, from the county dt 
Mid-Lothian, Captain William Thynne, took a leaſe of the mines and 
minerals in the lands of Blebo, and came with a few workmen, and 
made a trial at Myretown, where the vein appears in the ſolid rock, 
Both he and his workmen thought the appearance promiſing; but, in 1 
few weeks after the commencement of the work, Captain Thynne re 
ceived an offer of going to the Weſt Indies, to ſuperintend ſome works 
there, which he accepted; and ſince that time, no new trials have been 
made. A few years ago, however, all the diſcoveries above ſtated, welt 
communieated to a gentleman of great profeſſional knowledge and er- 
perience i in thefe matters; and he gave it as his opinion, that, very pro: 
bably, ſomething of importance may be ftumbled upon in the neigh 
bourhood ; and that, therefore, it would be proper to open up and el | 
mine the old works, eſpecially as the expenſe of fuch an examinay/t Sh 
yn not exceed the ſum of 2001, Sterling, | 
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by a teen rivulet called Ceres burn, which falls 3 into the 
Eden a little below Kemback mill. The banks of this 
fream on both fides rife to a great height, in a great va- 
riety of inchnations, forming a den, called the Den of 
Dura, which prefents an aſſemblage of wild grandeur 
ud natural beauty, ſuch as is very rarely to be met 
with, Of this den, the windings are about a mile in 


ngth; and, on both fides, the eye is delighted with a 


pſture for ſheep ; in other parts, they are perpendicu- 


et; and in one place, the bank on the W. fide, forms it« 


ud fir, and gean; and where the banks are fteepeſt, they 
preſent a ſurface of broken faced rocks towards the bots 


rid hazles, which produce great quantities of nuts. It 


Is not eaſy to conceive a ſcene more beautiful, or more 


nonths, The murmuring noiſe of the ftream; running 
wong its rocky channel, the muſic of birds, the fragrance 
if woodbine and eglantine, the beautiful bloſſoms of the 


Werent ſhades of verdure of the oak, the aſh and the 
lr, joined to the wild variety of views, which every ftep 
almoſt preſents, conſpire te render it one of the moſt de- 
licious ſpots, which nature, without the aſſiſtance of art, 
n form. 


| Shoot, &c—In this pariſh, fot 30 years paſt, the in- 
c -.. -.. a_—_ 


nich variety of pictureſque and romantic ſcenery. The 
hanks in ſome parts lope gently towards the water, and 
ue covered with a beautiful verdure of graſs, affording 
kr, or overhang the ftream at an elevation of 530 ar 6 
af into the figure of a very extenfive amphitheatre. Here : 
ud there we meet with ſmall plantations of aſh and oak, 


im, and higher up, are covered with large thickets of 


lighly diverſified than this den exhibits in the ſummer 


furze and the broom, and the gean interſperſed with the 
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| habitants have ſuffered a great hardſhip from the want of 
a proper public teacher for their children “, The ſalary iy 
only 100 merks Scots. And here I cannot help remarking 
again, that a proper proviſion for the education of youth 
in the country pariſhes of Scotland, ſo as to give then 
an opportunity of acquiring at home the principles a 
grammar and a conſiderable knowledge of arithmetlck, 
book-keeping, and menſuration, is a national object of 
much greater magnitude than is generally ſuppoſed : It i 
certainly eſſentially neceſſary to general improvement i 
the art of agriculture, an art upon the advancement of 
which the happineſs of individuals, and the proſperity af 
the nation, in a great meaſure, depend. At preſent, the 
Jalaries and perquiſites of eſtabliſhed ſchoolmaſters in 
the country, are, in general, ſo exceedingly ſmall, that 
they do not exceed, and often hardly equal, the wages 
of an ordinary mechanick ; and it can ſcarcely be exped. 

| ed, that a perſon, properly qualified for communicating 
the neceſſary branches of education, will devote himſel 
for ſuch an income to the moſt laborious of all profel. 


Rur, Poor: F unds, b —There are in this parik, 
5 J $ heriton 


The a ks » ſupplied the charge, though a a man | of blamelel 
| character and ineffenſive manners, was not qualified for inſtructing 
| youth in any ſingle branch of education: The bad effects of ſpending 
An vain the few years that ſhould have been devoted to the acquiremelt 
of uſeful knowledge, may eaſily be conceived; and will be felt for man} 
years to come. About a twelvemonth ago, the heritors generouſly - 
Freed to give the old ſehoolmaſter an annuity of xx): 108. Sterling, di- 
ring life, and his wife an annuity of 41. Sterling during her life, aft 
her huſband's death; upon condition of his reſigning his office, whic 
theſe annuities enabled him to do, without loſs either to himſelf or fi- 
mily. He accepted the offer, and his place is now ſupplied by a ſtudel 
of divinity, a very deſerving young man, and an excellent tcacher- 


: Of Kemback, an: © 


( beritors, 4 of whom reſide. The valued rent of the 
W print is 23221: 138. 4d. Scotch money. The ſtipend is 
ot 90l. a year, including communion elements, The 
(arch and manſe are both old buildings. The fchool 
nad ſchool-houſe is a new building. The glebe conſiſts 
ll of about 5 acres of good dry flat land, upon a ſandy bot- 
„som, and is encloſed, The principal and profeſſors of 
WY the united college of St. Andrew's, are patrons of the pa- 
(nad, and titulars of the teinds. The fund for the main- 
tenance of the poor arifes from the. intereſt of 2201. 
Sterling, at 5 per cent.; the rent of 13th acres of tand, 
and of ſeveral ſeats in the church, mortceloth- money, 
ſees of proclamation, and collections at the church door 
n Sunday, and may amount to about 2ol. or 25l. 2 
year, The money at intereſt, and that with which the 
1th acres of land was purchafed, ſeems to have ariſen 
from the gradual accumulation of a long courſe of care- 
WY ful management. The only donation that appears to 
bare been made to the ſeſfien, is a legacy left about 2 
ears ago by Mrs. Margaret Bethune of Blebo, a lady 
whoſe beneficence to the poor during her lifetime, was 
moſt extenſive and exemplary; and who, at her death, | 
Wy bequeathed to them the ſum of Fol. Sterling. Of this 
legacy, however, only 3ol. were added to the ſeſſion 
fands; the other 201. were immediately diftributed a- 
mong the poor, to alleviate, in fome meaſure; their grief 
br the loſs of one of their greateſt benefactors. With 
dis ſmall fund; the ſeſſion is enabled to relieve the preſ- 
! ling neceſſities of ſeveral families of well diſpoſed Chriſ- 
tlans, whom it hath pleaſed Providence to reduce to cir. 
R cumſtances of diſtreſs, to ſoothe, in a ſmall degree, the 
; affliction of the widow and the fatherleſs, and to afford 
leme little conſolation to the infirmities and diſtreſſes 
© EIS TM of 


RN * 5 * 5 — 1 — 2 ee s = # 4+ i 
CE ce EE ON 5 ”, 77 8, a Pe JT ae. , _ 
* — eee r . ERS TR 


— 
. 


e ee 
ky 7 wo - _—_— 
CAT þ 7 at TOE» Wei x.” LP 5 - LIK. B 44 n 
<a” eee — 4 1 — 4 vi 1 we 54 3 at7 * g * * rh dh YES. 3 
wag Mack; * * a EE hg 1 n ro. * wt r Dep 
n ESR e PIR SEL ERC. PI 


1 


5 8-3 5 0 
, = 1 7 % p 
»- 7 M4 r bw . - 2 1 
. . * 
F 1 _ a” 7 CTY * 4 , 8 
a - Wo 29 b * - 2 n 2 Þ WROTE * 8 l K 0 
1 . * r n n E227 * 7 23 N 2 e 2 8 n [RS 3 30H FF, _ \ 
CN IT BOOT Tin RR t WET = * 2 n & n. NN oe RES My IPL S e wes Ve 7: r of 
4 2 4 F 5 y 4 ch 3 > : 8 r * = a \ Loa" = lint — = 
"7 a= 9 * — 4 - 7 * 143 224 av * * 
2 N D 5 r +4 - ER CS Ig YR FM 2 + | 4 $5 A 88 7 % — 1 
4 FT Ama xi. nn 3 og * — 4 * * — * 5 ” 
N - * P < N - 
4 2 


VS. 
25 
bh 

2 


1 
8 
7 * 
N 
"2 
IF 
3 
7 
. 
$a 
5 
15 
45 . 


8 2 
3 - 
r 2 


3 


* 
ö SES - 
| 1 
* 
2 
[AY 
#2 37 
"= 88 
21 „ 
0 by 
5 TS 
644 
322 
E 2 70 
x: EK 
EN 
"Iz 
290 x. 
9 KN 
1 «Jy 
3 
7; 22k 
Ti * 70 
4 3 
1 2 
2 
7 8 
Nt - 
a 
ON 
23 
4-4 5 
. 8 
. 
1 
= 4 
„1. „ M 
3% 
2 
2 
El ig 
2 LE 1 
8 fy 
n 
3 
N LID 
2 i 
SE 
3 8-8-1538 
I 
SY - 
5 1. 
— 
1 5 1 
Re 7 
1s 2 J 
ES of 
7 2 
1 2 * 
* 2 bl 
23 2 | 
LY 
8 0 
5 
* * 
18 
ry 
* * 
* . 
0 F 
* 
r * 
E 
1 
br . bo 
175 8 
Try n 
1 
3 
2 "28 a 
7 - 
e 
: + 
N 
993 
* If 2 
4 F, 8 
* 23 
—4 "MP 
5 
5 
„ 
age "oP, 
= 
pe 
RAN! 
74 
* 
. 
. 
* L 
3% 
4% 
7 
1 2 
e 
4 
2 1 
1 8 
5 
1 
i} 
7 5 þ 
7 
rr 
al 
3 
2» 
* 3 
1 * 
; $85 
7 
t 
e 
y 12 7 
2. 
2 
HT L 


8 
. 
GYJ 
8. „„ 
9 
* 
130 
N 
2 
NES 
LOR, : 
n 
3 
J. : 
Jo, LIL 
"16 
27 N 
* 2 it 
. 
4 


r 


N 
1 
* 
. 
* 
x 
, 
* 
"* 1 
(x 
3 
3 
2 
ty 
EE 
437 
47 > * : 
8 
＋ 
” OY 4 
+£ 
8 
'L+ 
4 
221 
3 
3 
— I 
$3 
52 * 
of 
ky 2 
* W 
CIT 
Is; 
: by 
"2: 7 
4 4 
* 
Ws. 
8 
x) 
= 
5 
4 
N 
27 
5 
"A 8 
oh * 
7 
3 
5 3 
VOM 
; 7 
=P 
"on 
6 
£ .# 
AX "7 
* 
SL; 
221 
% 
5 
292 . 
% . 
4 
OS 
q... . 
1 
1 ; 
x bx. 
* 
” SY 
Ws 
. oY 
6+ 
x. 
"WP 0 
PPP 
« 3 4 
AG 
* Ft 
21 
* * 2 
* 
Me 
5 * 
2 
229 
I 
* N14 
1 
CI 
5. 
* 
4 


Statiflical Account 


4310 : 
of old age. But the ne of the "ON und 


u & virtuous feeling of decent pride, prevent many fron 
applying and receiving aſſiſtance, who yet ſtand much in 
need of a ſmall addition to the income alte ow the 
fruits of their own induſtry, 
Whether it be practicable in an advanced Lats of {. 
ciety, to introduce ſuch meliorations into the ſituation of 
the labouring poor, as to enable them to rear a family 
of children, without ſuffering the extremes of hunger 
and nakedneſs, and to lay up a ſmall pittance for their 
: ſupport in ſickneſs and old age, —whether this be a prac. 
ticable improvement, is a political queſtion which it is 
not perhaps eaſy to reſolve; but it is a certain fad, 
which often affects, with unavailing melancholy, the 
minds of thoſe who are called by their profeſſion to vit 
the poor, that common labourers, in the time of their 
ſtrengtb, cannot afford to purchaſe for a numerous fami- 
| ly of children, the bare neceſſaries of life ; and after 30, 
when the vigour of life is over, they generally languifh 
and decay for want of the more delicate nouriſhment, 
which dechning nature then feems to require, In the 
preſent ſtate of things, it feems to be the intention of 
Providence, that even the induſtrious poor ſhould depend, 
for 2 conſiderable ſhare of their comfort in life, upon the 
generoſity and beneficence of the rich among whom they 
| live; and the rich are, in this way, furniſhed with an 
opportunity of gratifying the moſt amiable feelings of 
the human heart, and of practiſing virtues from which 
the mind derives at once the higheſt improvement and 
ſweeteſt delight. 
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NUMBER XIX. 
ED PARISHES or BIRSAY aD HARRAY. 


(Couorr AND SrxoD. or OxkxEr, Pirenrrxr or 
Censrox.) 


I Rev. Mr. Gxonan Low. 


PARISH OF BIRSAY. 
Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, &0. 
I is impoſſible for me to aſcertain the ancient name 


of the pariſh, except from the Icelandic hiſtorians; 
where we find, by Torfzus's Hiſtory of Orkney, that 


Lagleſhay, upon the ſpot that we believe now the kirk 
b ereted, which is a ſteepled kirk. In Torfæus's Hiſ- 


After St. Magnus's death, he was brought from Ka. 


hay, and buried in the cathedral of Birſay . Theſe 


leelandig hiſtorians ſpeak much of che many miracles 
which 


® Yide Keith, 


dt. Magnus, Earl and Saint of Orkney, was killed at 


tory, the pariſh is called Ia provincia de Byrgiſberad. 
In Jones Orbayinga ſaga, the name is much the ſame. 
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| which were performed at his tomb ; that I refer to they 


Certain it is, that the firſt ſeat ef the biſhops of Orkne . ä 
was in Birſay, as appears by the 8. palace, a very ſmall N i 
part of which is yet remaining; and J do not wonder 20 2 - 
it, becauſe Birſay is one of the moſt beautiful ſpots thut _ 
could be choſen for the clergy ; and they had good ſki m_ 
to chooſe them, as is well ſeen through all Scotland; þ __ 
they generally cultivated their ſpots well. The moden * 
name of the pariſh is Birſay, which certainly is a ct. * 
ruption of the ancient one. The form of the pariſh [ P | | 
would take to be almoſt a ſquare, or an oblong ſquare; th 
for conſidering, from the ſea fide to the uttermoſt pa. 
of the parifh, it may be 75 Engliſh miles ; from the wh 


brid ge perfectly acroſs, it, in my opinion, is 5 miles; 
and, conſidering the hills and dales, I ſhould compute 
the pariſh at 375% ſquare miles, or thereabout. The 
| pariſh is bounded on the W. and N. fide by the ſea, l. 


1s not mountainous, but is however hilly, containing "a 

much game, and paſture for cattle in the ſummer time | 
other 

The ſoil is very various in the barony of Birſay; the hs 


N. fide in general is ſhallow, it being a mixture of dy "mW 
and thin ſand, in ſome places having a thin bottom d 
rock; ſome parts of the upper end of the N. fide har: v. 
ing tolerable black ground, but rather wettiſh ; 5, fide 
good ſandy ground, but generally produces the fteadiel f » 7 
crops, except when the ſea bleaches it. As to other y go. 
parts of the pariſh, I ſhall give a deſcription of then. I. 
When I ſpeak of the vile weeds that torment their cor, 
I ſhall add the quality of their ground, and why thele i teen; 
weeds ſhould be more prevalent there than 1 in any other WW the gig 
part of the pariſh. 


could r 

. : — Ud for 
Climate, &c,—The air in Birſay is generally moill, I throug 
| | | N but e which 


of Birfay and Hurra. 313 


Kit we feldom have much now, becauſe the ſou air 
generally prevails againſt the froſt, I have indeed ſeen 
the barometer up at ſet froſt, and at the ſame time the 
thermometer down at 24 ; at which time; what we call 
ſtrong beer, was frozen, while ſmall beer broke the 
bottles by burſting. — As to the diſtempers in our pariſh, 
| do believe they proceed from cold and wetneſs, occa- 
foned by wet clothes and inattention. Sometimes they , 
produce nervous fevers, which affect women particular- 
ly; ſometimes in the ſpring; ſometimes in the harveſt. 
I the inner part of the pariſh, IJ have often ſeen ſtrong 
nen, and very ſtrong women, moſt ſeverely dealt with 
by ſcarlet fevers, which are generally brought into this 
e by ye; ; and moſt other Lame in the fame 
myo 


1. Fil GeWe have 6 lakes in this Farid, 
bounding with fine duck of different kinds; as alſo many. 
eher kinds of water fowl ; but they are ſo very ſhy, 
that we can get none of them, moſt of the lakes being 
above a mile broad, and upwards of 4 miles round: 2 
of them have plenty of ſwans in the {privy © and fall, be- 

Vol. XIV. 5 R r ing 


be b gr — viſits us onde in 4 or 5 years; when I and 
My good neighbours generally. viſit the children ſubje& to them, and we ap- 
ply plain waſhing with lukewarm water, which 1 never ſaw fail, eſpe- 
Gally when accompanied with clean linen. I have ſeen hundreds treated 
in this manner, none of which failed: I have likewiſe, at the ſame time, 
leen 5 inoculated, upon whom I could ſee no conſiderable. adds; though. 
the difference was very great between the natural ſmall pox and thoſe 
that were inoculated, as the natural ſmall pox were ſo confluent, that 1 
could not ſtick a pin point between them. However, the ſame treatment 
ad for both; the children ſtept well, wakened refreſhed, and ſoon got 
il, through the fever without any danger. The other diſcaſes are, dropſics, 
but WY which are generally fatal; the jaundice, which is often fatal, and man 
*her complaints of leſs conſequence. 


— ꝙꝶꝓ—— — wy, As. 
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ing graſſy. There are 2 or 3 fine burns, one of whick 


waſhes the middle of the barony, all full of fine trout, 


and ſometimes, through the barony burn, a ſalmon, * 
chance, may run up, but always at an unſeaſonable time 


of the year. The extent of the ſea coaſt is about 10 miles; 


; the ſhore all rocky, except two little ſpots, which are 


ſtony, where our fiſhing boats come in. The fiſh catch. 
ed in our pariſh, are a few poor cod, a few thin ling,: 


fe haddocks now and then, a hallibut now and then; 
and, in general, we have plenty of dog fiſh, caught up. 


on hand lines, which all our fiſh are caught upon, being 


the cuſtom of the pariſh, Theſe dog fiſh are ſold to the 
: neighbouring pariſhes at about an average price of 64, 
the dozen: the oil ſold, for theſe few years paſt, at 
an average of 10d. the pint, or thereabout. The dog 
fiſh are beſt in June, July, and Auguſt, when they 


have their livers in prime; when that time paſles, they 


go to the northward. There are numbers of ſmall ff, 


ſuch as coal fiſh, and all their fry, of different ages, 


down to a year old; at which time, I have ſeen them 


ſold at the rate of 6d. the thouſand, at the ſame time 
that worſe fiſh of the ſame kind was ſold in Edinburgh 
market at 6d. the dozen, or thereabout, under the name 


of podlies ; ours are called fillicks . Many other fi 


are caught about this coaſt, but in general in inconf- 


derable quantities, called in this country milds, bergills 


ſkate, fiſh and frog, and many other ſpecies that ſeldom 
are caught upon lines. Two of the beſt kinds of fiſh we 


| have are the tuſk and the ſtein-biter, but theſe are ſel- 
dom caught. Numbers of whales of different kinds 


hover about the coaſt, but none are caught, A few of 


_ ® Vide Natural Hiſtory. 
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the fan fiſh appear upon our coaſt, but none of thim 
fricken. Sometimes, indeed, a ſmall whale will come 
in, or a ſmall ſhark ; but in general they are of no con- 
ſequence. Few or no fiſh are ſent out of this pariſh to 
any proper market, except dog fiſh as above. Many 
ather ſea animals, plants, ſpunges, corals, ſhells, &c. 
aue found upon this coaſt, which, to deſcribe properly, 
would require a ſeparate Latin treatiſe of itſelf, There 
is plenty of ſea weed, of the larger and finer kinds, 
drove aſhore by ſtormy weather; and all made uſe of 
for dunging the land, and a moſt valuable article it is, 
eſpecially on the ſea coaſt, where we are far from fuel; 
and by 164246 nigh what houſe * can be . can 
go but a Wort ways. | 


8 00 ſhores are not very large; they may pro- 
duce, between the barony and Marwick, 17 or 18 tons, 
or thereabout, of kelp a- year. As to the price of mak. 
ing, it cannot be ſo well aſcertained, the ſuperior, till 
within theſe 3 years, having burnt it for himſelf by his 
tenants, The price greatly varies e fince I came to this 
country, T have ſeen it as low as 21, 10s, the ton, and 
3 at gl. 


Tides, &c.—As to the courſes of our tides, the flood 
tide ſets right in from the N. W. upon the point of 
the burgh of Birſay, from whence it ſplits, one part to- 
wards Evie Sound, where it goes away with a rapid 
ſtream towards Kirkwall; and the other part flips down 
by Sandwick ſhore, till it get in to the indraught of 
Hoy Sound, where it becomes very ſtrong. As to rocks, 
ve have three of what we call rims, which are generally 
Xcupied by our fiſhermen as their beſt fiſhing grounds: 

„„ . and, 
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and, by | the beſt accounts we have had 98 them, the 
ſhoals of Marwick are 16 fathom; the S. head 14 fa. 
thom; and the rim ſhoals deepens from 20 to 40 fa. 
| thom, or upwards, until they come to the N. head 


| been upon theſe ſhoals ſeveral times; and I have goa 
reaſon to believe, that what the fiſhermen ſay 18 true, 
No light-houſe i is ereQed, and we think one could be of 
no ſervice, becauſe it might lead the ſhipping out of tie 
W. Sea, where they could have no ſhelter. The only 


which is enly about 10 feet, all at low water. I have 


head lands we have are called Marwick Head, the Bragh 
Head, and the North Craig. The only harbours for boat 


are, Skibbaygoe 3 ; Caſtragoe for a ſummer place ; as a If 
2 ſo one in the S. fide of the barony, which contains 4 phe! 
: boats; one in Marwick, which contains 3, but it is cn. day 
17 a ſummer habitation; for except they had Caſtrage i cur! 
under lee, they could not keep a boat in Marwick era 
the 8.ĩ fide. 
1 
| Mountains, &c.—There are no e mountain fil 
in this pariſh; and as to hills, I never took the height il tail 
of them by any proper menſuration, nor do I think mic 
them worth pains, becauſe I really believe the barome- ver 
ter and thermometer would make chem of but little the 
height; they are nothing like Hoy : They are covered ter 
with heath, and what we. call lubba, a ſort of gra dels 
= which feeds our cattle i in the ſummer time ; it general ma 
conſiſts of different ſpecies of carices, plain bent, and the 


other moor graſſes. No volcanic appearances, nor any fi bu 

gured ſtones, are to be ſeen in this pariſh ; nor any hate bo, 

foſſil, marine bodies, or any petrified parts of animals, Ml no 

yet been obſerved. There are indeed ſome ſprings, thy 
which throw vp. a ſpecies of lime, of x no determined 

ſig gutt 
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1 $gure, and mixed with a few freſh water ſhells. As to 

. narble, little is to be got in this pariſh, if any. What 
„ve call flag, which is a thick kind of ſlate as alſo a 
(WM thinner kind of coarſe grey late, both of which are u- 

ol {ed in covering farm, cottager, and other houſes, are 
found in this pariſh, but not of a very good quality, nor 
in large quantities. We have plenty of other kinds of 
buildin 8 ſtones, , except free ſtone, of which 1 think we 
have none. All our ſtones are applied to the buildin 8 
of mere country houſes. Sometimes the N. W. part of 
our pariſh is very ah to ſea guſting, but no inun- 
dations. 

In the miſty year which all Europe felt, I ebferved 2 
phenomenon at the manſe of Birſay : The ſun at mid 
day appeared very duſky, and ſurrounded with circles, 1 
curiouſly interſecting one another; of which J took. « "= 
drawing, which 1 is —_— ance... 


Beafts, Birds, Rc. —The wild quadrupeds of this. pa- 
riſh are, rabbits, the brown or Norwegian rat, the ſho. 
tailed field mouſe, common mice, and a ſmall ſpecies. of | 
mice, commonly called here wights, which I have ne- 
ver obſerved in Scotland. Amphibious animals are, 
the common ſeal and common otter ; the ſkin of the lat. 
ter ſells at a high price, ſometimes at a guinea, more or 
leſs according to the ſeaſon they are caught. The 
market for them is Hamburgh, and other places through 
the E. Sea,—We have plenty of the common rock birds, 
but none peculiar to this pariſh, all being found in the 
bold ſhores round Scotland. —The pariſh of Birſay is 
not more famous for a breed of black cattle than any of 
the W n ; they are ſmall, and gene- 

rally 
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. rally badly een z We, however; ſell a Ok num, 
ber, which are either ſlaughtered for ſhipping, or pick- 
led and ſent to Leith in barrels, together with their 
Rides and tallow. The prices, at an average, are about 
18 1. Scots, which riſe and fall according to the de. 


mand at market, particularly for hides and n 


which ſettles the © ee : 


Population—The return to Dr. Webſter i in 1 5% 


for Birſay and Harray, was 2200 ſouls . As to the 
| preſent population, &c. of the pariſh, it will appear 
From the mats 


- STATISTICA, 


* As to the id of the people, 1 we have neat it for 100 years; 
| but we ſuppoſe, the books have been ill kept, becauſe we ſec the differ- 
ence of marriages and baptiſms in ſome years is very great, which 
we ſhall account for. About 110 years ago, namely, in the eighties 
commonly called Brand's years, an univerſal ſterility prevailed in Ork- 
ney, when the people died in hundreds; the lands were laid waſte for 
want of ſtrength both of man and beaſt, and no ſeed ; many of the beſt 
places were totally relinquiſhed ; and the miſerable ſkeletons of theſe 
ridges may be ſcen to this day. Even when they began to recover them- 
ſelves, they were not able to manage their uſual poſſeſſions, but juſt 
cut away the ſward of the one part to put upon the top of the other, 
| for want of manure ; and mas the caſc appears till this very day. 


Marriages i in 1680 none. 
In 1681 only 4 
In 1699 — IT. 


Baptiſms, 11. 
Baptiſms, 14. 


Ass to the « Skin of the pariſh, it will be ſeen by the foregoing 
liſt, and thoſe that will follow. It has been fluctuating, for reaſons that 
will be ſhown hereafter. The people at that time were perfectly ſta- 
tionary, and even laws were made for reſtricting them ſrom leaving their 
own country, or even going aboard of ſhips; which had a very good 
Tec i in keeping people at home for recovering their ſtate of deſolatio3. 
But now the caſe is, for the better, otherwiſe. | 


Length 
Rrezdth, 
Houſes, 
Ploughs 
Boats fo 
Fiſherm 

pariſh 
Tailors, 


' Shoemal 


Vrights 
Weaver 

ſhip f 
Smiths, 


Millers, 
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STATISTICAL Texte. 


hank in Foglich miles, 74 Married men and widowers, 227 
Fredth, 5 52 Married women and widows, 269 
Houſes, cottages included, "2x Len men, from 1 10 years and | 
—— 1 iin 
Boats for fiſning, - 18 Young women, from 10 years 5 
Fiſhermen, inhabitants of the and upwards, = 20 
pariſh, = - 144 Males below 10 years, 179 
Tailors, = OM 9 Females ditto, = 5 178 
 Shoemakers,, - 20 Men ſervants, from 70 years 
Wrights ſelf-taught, - 1 and upwards, = | = 
Weavers, ſerving an apprentice- Women ditto, = - 87 0 
ſhip for 2 years 358 Male ſervants below 10 years, 19 
Smiths, , — 5 — 7 Girls ſervants ditto, 3 11 
. M ,. — 
VALUE oF aroct. Wo. 
823 Horſes, at an \ average of 31. 108. a-head, I. 1830 10 0 
7⁰⁰ Head of cattle, at an average of II. 55. ditto, f 875 00 
1;00 Sheep, at an yy of 35 ditto, + 0 0 


Vale of the flock, as near as can be judged, L. 2930 10 4 | 


Produ8it ons 


* 


7 It mould be adverted to, that the years 1739, * and 1741. 


were bad years, in which many died for want; however, the ſtate of 


heſe years cannot be well known at this time of day. Fhe pariſh may 
dot much differ from what it has been 5, 10, or 25 years ago, with re- 
gard to the annual births, and the whole population; but it muſt be 


attentively noticed, that there are great emigrations from our pariſh ; 
numbers of our young people go to ſea, to Hudſon's Bay, and to trades 
ut of the pariſh. Our young female people run off to Newcaſtle, Leith, 
and other places, and never take certificates, which is now out of faſhion, 


and may be very diſcouraging to the more honeſt ſet ; becauſe every one 
dow, it ſeems, takes ſervants juſt as they get them — There are 3 or 


old men about 80, but none above at preſent. I have known ſome 
arive at 90 or 95 years. We have a number between 60 and 70; and, 
in general, our people arrive to a good old age; owing, I ſuppoſe, to 


temperance, drinking beer, and cating ſome animal food, working hard, 


und ſleeping cheerfully, and following their employments with alacrity. 
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Productions; &. The roduddiens of the pariſ i; 


Lats and bear, or big; as it is generally ealled; and id 
| He gardens cabbage. The gardens will produce early 
_ eabbage and coll flower ; as alſo onions, leeks, garlick; 
| parſaips, carrots; turnips, and ſmall ſallad herbs : v very 


Sne flowers will in ſome years likewiſe blow, which ! 


| Have tried. There are no trees. We have taken notice 
of the number of ſheep already; and the wool, in ſome 


fnall diſtricts, is good; that about the ſhores is muck 


Hurt with the ſand, which deſtroys its fabriek, and like. 


wiſe ſpoils the mütton, by the ſheep feeding upon ea 


ware. The pariſh ſupplies itſelf with. proviſions, and 
Fells a little: in good years, it generally exports to the 
neighbouring towns: They ſow their bats in March, 
and their bear about the latter end of April or begin. 
ning of May, old fifle ; and begin to reap about the 
middle of Auguſt, and ſometimes later, according to the 


feaſon. A ſmall quantity of marl is found, but of other 
euriaus earths we have none. Some bitumen, which is 
the ſubſtance of peats, is to be met with, and in ſome 


At an average, 2 marriage may produce five children ; 1 have baptized 


three at one birth, and often twins. In my * the . may 
he admitted. ; 


Some, in the 3 before, died; but in the year wy 


' &c. one died, and many were like to die. However, government gave 


them meal in theſe bad years, once for nothing, and once for payment. 
As to ſuicides, there are two that have happened in late remembrance: 


A man that drowned himſelf, for what reaſon is not known; another 
Poor girl, in my time, had baken her own wedding bannocks, and, as ma} 
be ſuppoſed, out of ſome averſion to her ſweetheart, threw herſelf 2. 


way. Many are loſt by accident, by boats, &c. None have been be- 
niſhed from this pariſh in our memory. None leave the pariſh for want 
af employment; indeed, we want hands, becauſe our young fellows ge 
off in hopes of greater wages,. as the ne. well feel; the N. W., & 
þcivg their bait, — | = | 


15 pron 
ter, 
As to 
Kcquai 


place | 


proper 


Ibrſeq 
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places it will ſpring out of the rocks reinarkably thin; 
in other places of tlie country, it is found of the con- 
ſiſtence of pitch. The pariſh has this advantage, that 
part of it lies near the ſea, and for that reaſon can have 
ih and oil enough to ſerve this pariſh and other pariſh- 
es beyond it: At the ſame time, it is far from large bo- 
roughs, and muſt labour under a great diſadvantage, 
by carrying its commodities to the towns of Kirkwall 
md Stromneſs, WR are the * markets in this 
country. 


Language. — As to the language, it is Engliſh, mix- 
ed with a Norwegian accent, owing to the ancient 
connexion between the two countries, but is now much 
hettered by our connexion with ſtrangers, and by that 
bf ſuch of our own young men as have been abroad “. 


Rent, Stipend, Poor, &c.—The valued rent of the pa- 
riſh is 31441. 118. Scots; the real rent depends upon the 
fars, which are always at the will of the heritors. The 
value of the living, including the glebe, is 6ol. The 
patron is Sir Thomas Dundas of Kerſe, Baronet.—The 
church was repaired in 1760, and the manſe was built 
in 1761; but both have been kept in bad repair ever 

Z . ſince. 


All our names are derived from the Norwegian language. Every 
hill and every dale are of Norwegian derivation in this pariſh; as 
Reveybill, Garthnia, Smeurquoy, that is to ſay, butter land; Smerrablets, as 
is pronounced here, that is, where good graſs grows, which makes but- 
ter. Oi other hills, are Eringlefiold, Bailigfiold, and other ſuch names. 
As to our meadows, they arc always called Seaters. Though I am little 
acquainted with the Norwegian language, I underitand a Seater to be a 
place for maintaining milch cows; and theſe Seaters are to this moment 
properly adapted for it: we have many in this pariſh, namely, Kirk- /cater, 
Mit ſtaler, Seater, F. al-ſeater, Overby yeater, Eaſtby ſeater, &c. 
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8 The nümber of ber ier is 203 the ſuperior, 
Sir Thomas Dundas, the greateſt heritor non-reſiding ; 


ſmall heritors reſiding 11; non-refiding 8.—The poor 


of this pariſh have been, at an average, about 14 or 1; 


theſe number of years, and the alms are collected hy 


| the hands of the elders in their boards, and given out, 


at the diſcretion of the ſeſſion, to poor perſons, accord. 


ing to their need. The pariſh really cannot clothe their 
poor, becauſe their funds are too ſmall. Legacies we 


have none. The annual produce of the alms of the xa. 
riſh is below 20s. Sterling a-year; to which may be add. 


ed, the mortcloth money, as alſo the marriage money, 
which, by the cuſtom of this country, is 11. Scots each, 


which is really the property of the miniſter, as our 


public records can atteſt ; but it is thrown into the pub- 
lic fund by the oO miniſter, — he believes by 


moſt before him“ 1 5 
A 


As to the prices of proviſions in this pariſh, we ſeldom buy or fel 
between one another ; ſo that the prices cannot be well aſcertained, But 
when a cow is diſpoſed of, it may, at an average price, be ſold at 16l, 
Scots; a ſheep at 38s. Sterling; a ſwine at 58. Sterling; butter at 56 
the mark of 14 lb. avoirdupois; corn, counted by the ſuperiors fiars up 


and down, and always paid by the name of malt, at 114 ſtones each mei, 


the county fiar price at 6]. Scots each meil malt; and the oat mei! 
ſometimes 81., ſometimes 91. Scots each meil, of the ſame weight= 
We have no day-labourers in huſbandry. As to boat carpenters, they 


are generally hired from Stromneſs, and work by the piece, at 28. the foot 


of keel. Bricklayers or maſone, we employ none; becauſe our maſons are 


| ſelf-taught. Tailors are generally paid in days victuals and corn by the 
inhabitants for their work; and other workmen much in the far 


manner. Weavers in general work by the hundred, and take the ſame 
prices as others of the ſame trade in Scotland, The fuel here is peat 2“ 
together, brought from the diſtance of 6 miles; and every man procure 
his own, except the miniſter and the ſchoolmaſter ; as alſo cottagers and 


* to whom the tenants lead moſt cheerfully, At an ave 
rage, 
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Antiquities, —There are ſeveral ſtanding ſtones or obe- 
liks in this pariſh ; one of which ſtands by itſelf, and 


rives name to a very good piece of land, which is now 


called Staneſgarth, which is certainly of Norwegian ex- 


traction, being the girth or garth which was firſt ere&. 
ed round the ſtone, now in good arable land. Next is 
Stanerandy, without the walls of the barony, which is 
tro ſtones upon a tumulus, that has been dug into, by 
whom I know not : it ſeems to be the only name-ſtone 


that ever I heard of, and perhaps may be called Ran- 
dolph's Stone, after the warrior that might have been 
buried there. There are three others, but very ſmall, 
among a parcel of very large tumuli, none of which 


have been touched ; which, however, marks the ſcenes 


of other years, of which we have no tradition. Re- | 


mains of Popiſh chapels are many, becauſe every Eryſ- 


land of 18 penny land had one for matins and veſpers, : 


but now all are in ruins Þ. 


8 ſ 2 | „ Charager, 


nge, the as of a common cottager may be computed, when he earns 


his own bread, with a family of 4 children, at 81. Sterling a- year. 


Vith regard to huſbandry ſervants, it juſt depends upon the high or 


low farms; ſome giving 31. to their men ſervants, and about a guinea 
to their women ſervants ; which is not paid them all in money, but in 


commodities. As to domeſtic ſervants, there are none, except my own, 


in the pariſh.—From the number of horſes above mentioned, it will be 


be eaſy to judge what is the number of ploughs, becauſe the greateſt 


farmers have only three, drawn by three horſes each. The ploughs of 


Orkney are peculiar to the county, like nothing except themſelves ; 
however, they ſomething reſemble the Egyptian plough, but the Egyp- 


tian plough is more ſimple. There are 6 carts in the pariſh, 
t There are ſeveral names of PiRiſh caſtles, which even now give 


names to places, ſuch as Caſiragce, &c. As to camps, roads, and forts, 


there are none, unleſs we can call the borough of Birſay a camp of de- 
lence in times of diſtreſs, Towards the land fide, where it is only ac- 
celbble, we can to this moment mark the traces of the ancient wall that 


deſended | 
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men, being hard wrought. We can hear of ng parti. 
_ cular tail men; in general, the people of this parif 


no ſtanding manufacture of any kind. The women fyin 
a great deal of lint for ſo much a hank, or buy bags d 
| lint, at about a guinea, which they work up into linen, 
by an 800 reed, which 1s ſold at Newcaſtle, Edinburgh, 


| woollen manufacture is not much employed, except for 
mere convenience: there may be about 40 or 50 we 
vers, moſtly employed in the linen branch, and a fey 


$ 24 . Stat Rica Account. 


Chorale, U Kc. of the People:—The peo, ace mo 


ple in this pariſh are good, honeſt, manly, decent men. pariſh. 
The general fizes of the people are thus: My clerk, the fl Mo! 
writer of this paper, is 6 feet 1 inch high; we have ma. bred fi 


ny 6 feet high; and, in general, they are very ſtrong 
are above the middle fize : they are, in general, very 


induſtrious, and even laborious ; but at preſent we hare 


and Shetland, at about 11d. the yard, beſides many 
pieces of finer and coarſer griſts for themſelves. The 


are employed in the woollen for family uſe, and the As 
Fo | | Wnt there 

rel 

defended it, together with a great number of foundations of ſmall hut 2 
within the fortification ; which ſurely may be attributed to the inhabi- back 

_ tants, to ſecure their beſt effects againſt invaders, but could not ſecure ſtock 
their cattle, horſes, &c., becauſe there is no graſs, The æra of this for DES 

tification, and others of the ſame kind, I leave it to be judged upon, 8 | 

| ſuch places are quite frequent, both in Shetland, ſuch as the Mule > Now 
Unſt, and in the other end of the mainland of Orkney, called the Mule nets, 
head of Deerneſs, the Burgh of Murray, and, indeed, in all other ples cent. 
denominated Burghs, that is to ſay, infolated headlands projecting to the oP 
ſea; which, in theſe rude times, before the invention of gunpowder 7 
might be deemed very ſufficient for the ſafety of the inhabitants againſ ſhoes 
 Incurſive enemies. We may mention, by the by, that in the Burgh «| livin 
Birſay there is a little chapel of modern workmanſhip, of which oll muc 
one window, and part of the wall, remains, ſaid to be dedicated to 8. liſp 


Peter, to which the ſuperſtitious reſorted ; but St. Peter and his chap! 
are now much neglected. 
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are moſtly old men, or thoſe f in the very outſkirts of the 

i, pariſh. | ; | 

e Moſt of the people of PO e aud Marwick are 
„ bred fiſhermen ; and multitudes of our young men go to 
ſea, both in merchant and in his Majeſty's ſervice ; few 
in proportion of whom ever return to ſettle here. In 
WY this pariſh, 18 fiſhing boats run from 4 different ſum- 
mer ſtations, beſides 2 ſmall ones uſed occaſionally. 


; Theſe boats are from 16 to 17% feet of keel; and, with 
1 their whole tackle, may colt Tol. at an average. We 


have no large veſſels, nor any proper harbours. It is 

yery difficult to aſcertain what number have entered in- 
to any of his Majeſty's ſhips during any preceding war; 

the pariſh generally give a boynty of 2 guineas each to 

z men, when required; but doubtleſs many entered or 

have been impreſſed, that have not come to our know- 

ledge. No perſon has inliſted as a foldier from this 

pariſh during this century, 

As to their economy, they cannot ſpend 00 bat 
there is a great odds within theſe 20 years, both in ap- 
parel and living. When I came firſt to the pariſh, there 
vas not a piece of Engliſh cloth to be ſeen on a man's 13 
„back; no figured waiſtcoats or velvet breeches ; their ö 4 


CÞ 


WF ſtockings made of their own wool, their ſhoes of their 
[+ . . . — | 
on leather, tied with good ſtrong ſufficient points: 


Now the caſe differs; the young fellows, inſtead of bon- 

WY "ets, almoſt all wear hats; upon Sunday, a ſuit of de- 

cent 8. country clothes, with cotton waiſtcoats, and cordu- 

„doo breeches ; ſome few wear cotton or thread ſtockings; 

1 WW fives much the ſame as formerly; buckles univerſal. The 

living, in general, among the lower people and ſervants, is 

nuch better, owing to the riſe of prices of what they can 

F lilpoſe of, and perhaps by': makin ga more liberal uſe of 
what 
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what the pariſh produces, There i is not much tea ng; 


ſugar expended here, The women, on Sundays or holi. 


days, come out neatly dreſſed in calicoes, calimancoes, 


or neat ſtuffs, with grey or brown cloaks, ſcarlet cloaks, 
and a great number of beautiful ſcarlet plaids; their li. 
nen fine, clean, and neat. The reaſon of the ſuperior 
finery of late among the young people, may be attri- 
buted to the following particulars: 1ſt, They have x 
good part of their own earning to themſelves ; 2dly, 


New methods of earning are daily occurring, and the 
price of their annual labour produces much more than 
it did 20 years ago. The old men and women are juſt 


in the ſtyle of their forefathers, As they are ſprung 


from the Norwegians, they ſtill continue to wear good 


ſtrong black clothes without dying, called by the ancient 


Norſe, Vadmell, and by them wrought in a loom called 


Upſtagang; but now wrought in the common manner. 


Property in this pariſh is juſt as in other pariſhes, 


now and then ſhifting from hand to hand; and when land 


is ſold, eſpecially in ſmall parcels, it fetches very high 


prices; in general, at 40 or 50 years purchaſe, ſome. 


times a great deal more, and ſeldom leſs * 


The 


* The people in this pariſh are very humane, generally, by helping their 


poorer n<ighbours, both at the mills eye, and at their own houſes ; ſo that 


our poor, whether old or paſt work, or young orphans, not come to it, ate 
not a very great burthen upon us. Very few ſhips are wrecked upon this 
coaſt, becauſe it is dangerous; but one inſtance we may mention, of real hu- 
manity, was in the caſe of a ſloop belonging to Leith, which had one man im- 
preſſed, the maſter knocked overboard, and none but two apprentice boys left 
to govern it, wh 0 were far frem being able to hoiſt the mainſail, The loop, 
thus leſt in diſtreſs, was noticed by our Birſay boats, who immediately went 
aboard of her, and part cf the crew of one of them carried her into Strom- 
neſs, where they anchored her ſafely ; and the veſſel being claimed, our 140 


had but a moſt trifling reward for their trouble, only about a guinea, though 


the Stromneſs pilots would have taken much more for taking her in a n 
Hoy Sound, and perhaps claimed ſalvage alſo. 


The 
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The 15 are Locle among Wenner, and Conn 
contented ; and their circumſtances may be gueſſed from 


he punctuality of paying their rents, which, exc * 


na very few inſtances, they do as exactly, or perhaps 
WI core fo, than any pariſh in the mainland, 


' Hints for Jr even, oy” MI 8 Ob ſerva- 


bons. — The only method I can ſee how their eireum- 
baces can be meliorated i is, by a change of climate, in- 


Wl troducing a new method of agriculture, granting leaſes 
fr a reaſonable time, ſo that a man could have ſome 


| BY hopes of enjoying the fruit of his own labours. But 
theſe, and many other improvements that may be ſug- 
5 geſted, will, I dare ſay, never be obtained while this ge- 
d | | 


eration endures on the face of the earth. There is only | 


md is in great diſrepair ; we have no made roads, nor 


5 rogue money; but how taken up, or how applied, I am 
wot well informed. As the pariſh was never properly 


neaſured, they value their land in planks of 40 fathom 
ſquare ; ſo that the rent cannot be well aſcertained, but 
it is in general very low. Little paſture ground is let out 


cording as he labours : all hill paſture is in common. 
We have one farm, which, together with the mill and 
the links, pays to Sir Thomas Dundas a rent of 3ol. 


„. lare lived upon the ſame ſpot for upwards of this cen- 
o Wy. Every farm-ſtead in the pariſh is encloſed with an 


me bridge worth notice, conſiſting of 2 ſmall arches, 


ay turnpikes. There is ſuch a payment as road and 


here for hire, but every man has a ſmall proportion 


sterling yearly ; another pays 30 meils malt; and ſome 
n- cchers pay a great deal leſs. The number of farms is 
eft rather diminiſhing, but this only in a few inſtances, and | 
by low degrees. Several people, and their predeceſſors, 
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out fence of earth, but not divided. The people have it not 
in their power to judge whether it would be of any ad. 
vantage to them or not; though doubtleſs it might, az 
my be been by | lome {mall trials that have been made. 


"PARISH 


* There is litfle alteration in this pariſh fince 1582 or 178 3 except th 
difference of crops, which, for ſome years, have been very bad, particulz 
from 1782 to 1788, others middling till 1792, which was moſt excellent, and 
o 1793, which is a good ſaving crop, only ſuffered a little by the rains in by 

veſt, which rendered it late in ingathering. In 1783, we received meal from x 
vernment gratis, which was diſtributed without diſtinction to thoſe who red 
had neceſſity for it, whether farmers or artizans, or others. In 1784, they 
_ ceived a new ſupply, but that was paid for at a moderate price. The othe 
bad years above mentioned, could not ſupply themfelves ; but a great del df 
meal and potatoes was imported by merchants, who made the beſt profits th 

could, no doubt. There are neither cities nor villages in this pariſh, and on 
one ancient ruinous building, which was the palace of the Earls of Orkney 
though built at different times, and by different men, namely, the Sinclairs, con 
| monly ſtyled princes and counts of Orkney. Robert Stuart, natural brothert 
Queen Mary, as alſo his ſon Patrick, made great additions; it is now much i 
ruins, but has been built upon the model of Holyroodhouſe, being a ſquat 
area built upon the four ſides, with a well in the middle; but for the largenek d 
the building, it has had little conveniency according to the taſte of the time 
Above the gate was the famous inſcription, which, among other points of dich 
cCoſt Earl Patrick his head. It runs as follows: Dominus Rebertus Stuartn: flu 
Jacobi guinti Rex Scotorum, hoc opus inſtruxit; and above his coat of arms was tie 
following motto: Sic fuit, of, et erit. The ſtone, as far as I know, is now in de 


pPoſſeſſion of the Earl of Morton, to whom the lands were ſold, and by him fi 


to Sir Lawrence Dundas, in whoſe ſon's poſſeſſion the greateſt eſtate of the 

riſh does {till continue. As to the ſchools in this pariſh, we have a legal pur 
chial ſchool paid by the heritors at 900 merks Scotch, beſides ſome perquiſte 
which are generally paid in kind. The Riwolmaſter has likewiſe the ſeſſion 
clerkſhip, which yields 20 1. Scotch. 

Two charity ſchools have been eſtabliſhed in this OY, by a mortificatil 
left by Nicol Spence, late church agent, which is the rent of his houſes it 
Edinburgh, lying in Warriſton's cloſe ; as likewiſe one in Harray, which {hall he 
mentioned in its proper place. | 
There are no ſettied inns in this pariſh, but plenty of ale houſes, as there at 
no gaugtrs, As to the- morality of the people, it may be juſt as well hurt bf 

Orkney ale as burning whiſky, 


Of Biss a 3129 


1 PARISH oF HARRAY, 


" Name, Soil, Air, &c. he 10210 of Harray i is un- 
er the ſame miniſtry as Birſay, and is joined with 
Jirſay at N. W.; towards the W. it touches Sandwick ; 


of the name is, I know not, nor ever read of it in an- 


ſnare miles, being about 6 miles long, and 32 miles 
load. In general, Harray is flat and rather ſwampy, 
nterſefted by a great number of very dangerous burns, 


from the adjacent hills, and often ovecafion danger and 


uch; in {ome places tolerably fertile, and in others 


ropes, ſcrofulas, and other cutaneous diſtempers, 
„ ich may be owing to a watery diet, fuch as cabbage, 


quantity of moſt excellent fiſh of the trout Kind, and 2 
kfer one, which ſupplies their mill. The fiſh in this 
ih are never ſent to market, and are in beſt perſec- 


ember.— The hills are about the ſame height as thaſe 
8 The meadows are often ſubject to inunda- 


F 


W. 8. W., and S. it is bounded by a large brack ich 
loch, commonly called the Loch of Harray ; and on the 
ather quarters, by Stenneſs, a ſmall part of Firth, and 
the hills that part it from Randale. What the origin 


tent hiſtory. It is a very irregular pariſh ; and, be- 
tween arable and uncultivated ground, may contain 21 


which, at moſt ſeaſons, ruſh down in perfect torrents 
wen death to unwary travellers. The ſoil varies very 


rery barren 3 the nature of it is generally very ſpongy. 
mr eſe very hard and channelly, with but a very ſmall 
iratum of earth. By the nature of the earth, the air 
muſt be moiſt, and often produces moſt ſevere colds, 


Ke. There is ene large loch, which produces a great 


tion in the ſummer time, eſpecially from May till Sep- 
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tions about Lammas, which ſweep away the hay, or 
otherwiſe deſtroy it, by rendering the meadows a per, 
fe& gutter, ſo that they cannot be cut; and this is often 


inceſt, 
petty t 


the caſe, as it will happen in a night's time, owing toll Proc 
the hill ſpeats. There are ſeveral inſtances of thunder mon be 
having done miſchief in Harray ; one in particular with. ſupply 
in the memory of man, which cauſed a water ſpony, ſpare 
that, by removing the earth, left a great gulph many he mad 
yards broad, down to the rock, and near a quarter of a. rat 
mile long. The pariſh breeds a number of ſmall catie , fer 
but none of any peculiar ſize; even what they have are night 
very ill kept, being fed through the whole ſummer up. dat h. 
on hill paſture, and that of the very worſt kind, a lucing 
in two or r three inſlances. = | y renc 
ec Ong fab 2 

4 e bation of the pariſh of Harry erwi 

is much nearer upon a par, for this dozen of years back, erops | 
than the partſh of Birſay, owing to the people of Harry rer) 
not having the ſame fpirit of enterpriſe ; they are en. 7 
tirely unacquainted with the ſea, and though a few d Mi 
them may have learnt to build boats, or go to Hudſon) wariſh 
Bay, or perhaps work as maſons in the neighbourhood ver * 
pet few of theſe are loſt to the pariſh, they being gene that e 
rally employed near at hand, and paſſing their ſpare tim when 
with their friends. Few or none go to ſea from Harry vanta | 
and only two have gone for ſoldiers that I know of i procu 
my time, both of whom have ſince returned. e. vreva 
vers are ſometimes very deſtructive, and the ſmall pul count 
often fatal. The young men of Harray are pr n un 
fond of quarrelling over their ale; but I have nevi! i ut 


heard of any murders. Many accidents happen "Pi in 5 
the lochs, by people falling through the ice, and dying great 


4 cold. None have been baniſhed; one fellow ſled tot thoſe 
| inceſt, ll _ 
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wet, and has not appeared again ; and another fled for 


. productions of the pariſh are com- 
non bear and ſmall oats, which, in ſome years, do not 


ſupply themſelves ; but in very good years they may 
ſpare a ſmall quantity. The neareſt average that can 


he made, without an exact liſt, may be, of horſes 172, 
or rather more; cattle 258, or rather more: they have 


: few ſheep in Harray, but not ſo many as their bounds 


nicht contain; ſome of theſe are very fine woolled, but 


that has been of late years very much hurt, by intro- 


lucing a mongrel breed of Engliſh rams, which not on- " 
y render their wool rough and hairy, but brought the 
ſab among them, which killed them by ſcores ; many 


lkewiſe periſh in the ſnow. They ſow and reap their 


crops nearly as in Birſay. There 1s marl in plenty, = 2 


very good quality, and much uſed, 


d d the wivwithgs "the 


pariſh has, is being pretty near to the fuel, which is 


very good of its Kind, and neareſt to coal of any peats 


that ever I ſaw ; burns with a clear fteady flame, and 
when charred, will work iron very well. Its diſad- 
vantages are, a want of ſea fiſh, of which they can 
procure but few. The ancient Norſe language long 
prevailed in Harray, more ſo than in any part of the 
country, but is now worn out : the names of places are 


all undoubtedly Norwegian, Heuon a L:dna, a knoll to 


le upon; Rufland-Burghs, compounded words which end 
in burghs or garths, which ſignify an encloſure of 
greater or leſſer extent; with many others ſimilar to 
thoſe mentioned i in Birſay pariſh, The land rent of this 
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5 


. ourith cannot be well afcertained, as it is pattel among 


near an hundred ſmall heritors, many of whom labour 
their own ſmall portions ; but the valued rent is 16961, 


3s. 11d. Scots. The glebe in Harray may be worth about 
4 cl. Scots. The church of Harray got a tharongh repair | 


in the year 1778, but has never been touched fince; {9 


= that if not attended to, I fuppoſe, it will ſoon be where 


it was. We have a number of poor, but no funds; 


ſcarce being able to pay our elerk and officers. 


The number of ploughs in the pariſh is about 5j), 


together with 20 carts, drawn by one ox each: One 


ſtanding ſtone, without any tradition concerning it: 
Many Pictiſh caſtles, all in ruins ; they ſeem to have 


| ſerved for watch towers and fortalices in ancient times, 


but they could have ſaved nothing but lives and houſe. 


| hold goods; they could not have preſerved cattle, a 
their dimenſions were too ſmall. The people in generd 


in this pariſh are about the middle ſize, few above it. 
Property is ſhifting ſometimes from hand to hand, but 


moſtly in trifling bits. 


The people are as well contented as poor people can 


be expected; can put a new ſuit of clothes upon their 


backs now and then, partly « of their own making, and 


partly bought ; and can make a feaſt, at a wedding or a 
chriſtening, on their own proviſions, with a drink of 


their own ale Ihe encloſures are much the ſame as in 
Birſay. —The poverty of Harray was very great in ſome 


late bad years; inſomuch that 1 divided 8 bolls of 
meal into 96 parts, and every perſon that applied got 


according to their need; they, in theſe years, certainly 
lived very miſerably, moſtly upon milk and cabbage, 
but none died.—In this pariſh, there is 1 ſchool, at pre- 
ſent vacant, partly 1 maintained by a mortification given 

2 2 2 


e Biſon and Barry. „ | 


by Nicol Sperice, ſome time church agent, lt partly 8 
by a ſmall gratuity given by the Society for Propaga- 
ting Chriſtian Knowledge; the ſalary is rol. with ſmall 
perquiſites ; and the number of ſcholars, moſtly attend- 
ing in winter, are about 40. We have no inns in Har- 
ray. There is a good deal of malt brewed in different 
houſes, where ſometimes a battle will happen, which 
often brings forth a petty law-ſuit of little conſequence. 
No cottagers are employed except in harveſt, and but 
few hired ſervants, moſt of the labour being done by 
the children of the houſe, except in caſes of minority. 


The number of ſouls at preſent is 66 3, as may be 
ſeen by the following abſtract : | 


: Married men, widowers, and young men 


above 7 years, = 253 | 
Married women, widows, and young wo- 
men above 7 years, - „ 3 
Boys below 7 years of age, OE 49 
| Girls ditto, = « EE 
; Total, 663 


As to artiſans, there are, 1 ſmith, a few tailors, a 
few ſhoemakers, and a few weavers employed in wool» 
len inffs for their own uſe, 


yy, = 
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NUMBER XX, 


UNITED PARISHES oF. CRATHY. 
AND B KA EM AR. 


(County AND SYNOD « OF Askaban, Parszrrrtr 07 
KINCARDINE O'Nxxr. ) 


Name, Situation, c. 


Caray is of Gaelic derivation, probably from 
' Cruaidh-achadh, © hard or ftony fields,” as the 


pariſh, in general, is rocky, and full of ſtones ; or from 


Crraoibb-achadb, © fields or ridges, interſected with wood,” 


The ancient name of Braemar was Ceann-androchait, 
which, in Gaelic, ſignifies “ bridgend.” There is no 
certainty at what period they were united. They are 
ſituated in that diſtri& of the connty called Marr, in the 
yery middle of the Grampian hills, They are diſtant 
from Aberdeen about 50 Engliſh miles. The length of 
both pariſhes from E. to W. is about 40 miles, and a- 
bout 20 in breadth; the inhabited part of which is 
about zo miles lenz, and from 6 to 10 in breadth. A 
pol 
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1 of Beacmmar 3 is fackjoled to be more elevated dlibve 
the r, of the ſea, and farther removed in every diree- 
| tion from the coaſt, ou oF other ents in N rY 


Climate, Soil, Fe See —The clinite is wake, 5 


and many of the inhabitants live to a good old age. 1 he 


prineipal diſtempers are fevers, gravel, rheumatiſm, and | 
cholic. When a malignant kind of the ſmall pox prevails, 
it carries away a number of children ; yet the bo dy of 


the people are not reconciled to inoculation, The ſoil is 


various; in ſome parts a light loam, in others a thin 
clay ; but, in general, ſhallow and ſandy ; yet, when 


properly cultivated, produces, in a favourable ſeaſon, 


good crops. The ordinary crops raiſed by the country 


people, are, oats, bear and potatoes. Turnips and clover, 


with rye graſs, are cultivated by a few gentlemen. 
There was very little lintſeed, till of late, fown in theſe 


pariſhes, although it was found to anſwer exceedingly 
well, for this reaſon, that there was no lint-mill in the 
county ; but that grievance 1s now, in a great meaſure, 
removed, as Mr. Farquharſon of Invercauld has built a 
Unt-mill at Caſtletown of Braemar. The conſequence 


is, that the people, in general, ſow more lintſeed ; and 


from the advantages they derive from this branch of 
farming, it is probable that, in a few years hence, ano- 
ther _— at leaſt, will be Ty in this part of 
the country © 


M. ountains 


* As there is no map of the pariſhes, it is impoſſible to ſay what number of 
ares are in tillage, Oats are ſown in April, or ſooner, if the ſeaſon permits, 
then lintſeed, and potatoes, and bear from the beginning to the middle of May. 


The time of harveſt is extremely variable; beginning ſometimes. about the 1 5th 


of Amn, and ſometimes not till the Iſt or 5th of September. 
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"buns and Minerah-The greater part of th 
two pariſhes is mountainous. Some of the mountains 
are probably the higheſt in Scotland: Of this deſcription 
are the mountains of Loch-na-garaidh, on the 8. fide of 
the pariſh; Binn-na-baird on the N.; and Binn-na. 
muick-duidh on the W., &c. Upon theſe mountains 


and others connected with them, there is ſnow to be 
found all the year round; and their appearance is ex. 


tremely romantic, and truly alpine. On them are found 
pellucid ſtones, of the nature of precious ſtones, e. 
qually tranſparent, beautiful in their colour; and ſome 
of them, particularly the emerald, as hard as any orien. 
tal gem of the ſame kind. The moſt common are, the 
brown, of different ſhades, and mext the topaz. There 
are alſo beautiful amethyſts and emeralds, though theſe 
are rare to be met with, particularly the latter; and 
what is remarkable, amethyſts only are to be found cn 
Loch-na-garaidh ; emeralds, topazes, and the brown on 
| Binn-na-baird ; topazes and the brown kinds only on 
Binn-na-muick-duidt, and the other mountains in theſe 
pariſhes. The firft of theſe ſtones that attracted notice, 
and were cut by a lapidary, were found on Cairn-gorm, 
in Strathſpey, but connected with the above ridge of 
mountains, which gave riſe, though very unproperly, to 
the general name of Cairn-gorm ftones. Both the pa- 
riſhes abound with granite of different kinds, and vari- 
ous ſhades, which is ufed for building. It is very hard 
in its nature, and when poliſhed, looks as well as marble. 
There is limeſtone in great profuſion. On Mr. Far- 
quharſon of Invercauld's property, in the pariſh of Brae- 
mar, is a little quarry, from which are brought amal 
all the Uates made uſe of in this country. 


Foreſts 
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| Foreſts, Woods, &c.—The greater part of the united 


uriſnes of Crathy and Braemar, have been originally 5 


King's foreſt, and known by the name of the Foreſt of 
Marr. This foreſt, with thoſe of the Duke of Atholl, 
nd Mr. Farquharſon of Invercauld in Perthſhire, and 


de Duke of Gerdon in Badenoch and Glenaven, conſti- 


tated the principal part of the great northern Caledo- 
nan foreſt. In the deepeſt moſſes or moraſſes, within 
the immenſe range of extenſive foreſts above mentioned, 
there are to be found large logs, or roots of wood (even 


fords the moſt incontrovertible evidence, that they have 
frmerly been over-run with timber. 


ve deer, From the great care and attention which has 
been paid to theſe animals for ſome years paſt, they are 
ww ſo numerous and domeſticated, that they are to be 


Oh a pw ww ws Te. 


rercauld and Marr-Lodge. At the latter place, about the 
beginning of May, too ſtags have been ſeen at once 
keding on the lawn. The ſoil of this country, in gene- 


> Sn Rs, 9, 3, mens, # 


vides birch, a kind of poplar, known by the name of 


RR 


lpecies of the willow, &c. &c. There are, in theſe pa- 
ſhes, extenſive natural fir woods, belonging to the Earl 
af Fife, Mr. Farquharſon of Inyercauld, Mr. Gordon of 
Abergeldie, and Mr. Farquharſon of Inverey ; as alſo, 


large plantations of Scotch firs, and other trees. Mr. 


„ barquharſon of Invercauld alone has planted above 14 
Vor. XIV. U millions 


chere there is not a tree now to be ſeen ſtanding), which 
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The enly part of the foreſt of Marr, which is now 
ſed as kept foreſt, is in Braemar. The Earl of Fife. | 
ad Mr. Farquharſon of Invercauld, have, each of them, 
extenſive foreſts, which are well ſtocked with red and 


1 
G ee 
. "as bs 


ſeen in numbers from the windows of the houſes of In- 


nl, is favourable to the growth of foreſt trees. Be- 


quiking aſh, the alder, the roan tree, or mountain aſh, a 
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millions of the former, and upwards of. 2 mille of 
larch, with a great variety of others. Mr. Gordon of 
Abergeldie has planted Scotch firs to a very conſiderable 
extent, beſides other trees; and the Earl of Fife has 


alſo made > plantation of Scotch firs, and other kinds, Ar 
{wind 
Ri vers, \ Takes, Ke —The Dee i 18 the principal river, pole 
5 It has its ſource on a hill called Gaibh-chor-Dhe, in bers, 
Lord Fife's foreſt; and running through the united pn. kind: 
riſhes of Braemar and Crathy, and a great many other mage 
pariſhes, with vaſt rapidity, empties itſelf into the lands 
German ocean gt Aberdeen, at the diſtance of about gol 529 
miles, in a fraight | line from its ſource. If the wind. of B 
ings of the river were meaſured, it would be little ſhort} ice] 
* of 50 more. It produces ſalmon and trout in great plen. iſ ind 
ty, with fome pike and eel. Several ſmall rivers and boo 
| rivulets fall into the Dee before it reaches Crathy, par Wl abou 
Z ticularly the Geallaidh, the Luidh, the Eidb, the Coich if plac 
| the Cluanaidh, &., which are all well ſtored with ex- 
| cellent trout : the Cluanaidh produces ſalmon. In the P 
| pariſh of Braemar, there are many lins or caſcades 2691 
particularly thoſe of Coich, the Mulzie, the Garrabh- Prot 
alt, &c. ; but the lin that deſerves moſt notice, is that al of a 
the Dee, not ſo much on account of the height of the ther 
fall, as the fingularity of the rivers being confined for Tay 
upwards of 60 yards between two rocks, within fo na- num 
row a ſpace, that ſome perſons have been fool hardy the 
enough to ſtep from the one rock to the other. Tbe ir 
principal lakes in the pariſhes, are Loch Callader and 
Loch Bhrorachan, both on Mr. Farquharſon' s property, * 
and well ſtored with excellent trout. Loch Callader pro- det 
| duces fine little ſalmon, of about 7 or 8 bs. weight, and WY ante 
} 


4 lone 


he 
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home eel. It will be above 2 miles in circumference. 


Loch Bhrotachun 1 1s ſmaller, Tour SOON lar irge delicate 


ted trout 


diimals.—The quadrupeds are horſes, cows, theepy 
ſwine, red and roe deer in abundance, foxes; martins, 


pole cats, wild cats, white and brown hares, badgers, ot- 


ters, &c. The fowls are, eagles, hawks of different 


kinds, kites, black cock, growſe, or moorfowl; and tar- 
magan ; beſides every other ſpecies common in the High- 


lands of Scotland. There are in the pariſh of Crathy, 
529 horſes; 919 black cattle, 5591 ſheep. In the pariſh 


of Braemar, 466 horſes, 930 black cattle, and 9000 


ſheep In both pariſhes, 995 horſes, 1846 black cattle, 
and 14,591 ſheep *. Beſides the above, there are about 
doo or oo black cattle grazed in the fummer ſeaſon, and 


about 2000 of the above number of ſheep ſent to other 
places t. to be paſtured One the winter. 


Population. The return to Dr. Webſter 3 in 1755, was 


2611 ſouls. In the pariſh of Crathy, there are 700 


Proteſtants, 1 50 Papiſts, and 164 children under ) years 
of age. Total 1024 ſouls. In the pariſh of Braemar, 


there are 455 Proteſtants, 580 Papiſts, and 192 children. 
Total 1227. In both pariſhes, 2251 fouls. The annual 


number of births, marriages, and burials, as taken from 


the pariſh regiſter for the laſt 4 years +, is as under: 
dix. | 


Uu 2 8 From 


It is to be obſerved, that the above falls ſhort of the real numbers, as the 
people would not give up an exact account, left government might have it in 
contemplation to tax them. 
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Lo ER — Account ; 


| Begins. Matriages. Bur 
From the iſt of Oftober 1789 | Ss 


to the 1ſt October 1790, „„ 
From the 1ſt October 1790 N . 
to the 1ſt October 1791, 46 | 16 37 

From the 1ſt October 1797 35 
to the 1ſt October 1792, 54 14 
From the iſt October 1792 3 
| to he xſt October 1793, 39 . 
Total 191 e 169 


State of Property. The bebte of theſe 2 pariſh. 
es, of whom Mr. Farquharſon of Invercauld is the prin. 
cipal, are 8, viz. The Earl of Fife, James Farquhiarſon, 
Eſq. of Invercauld, William Farquharſon, Eſq. of Mo- 
naltry, James Farquharſon, Efq. of Balmeral, Charles 
Gordon, Eſq. of Abergeldie, William M*Donald, Eſq, 
of Rincaton, the Reverend Thomas Gordon of Crathy- 
naird, and John Erſkine portioner of Achallader. One 
heritor reſides conſtantly, 3 occaſionally ; and there are 
4 who do not refide at all. The valued rent of both 
pariſhes, is 3 347. 168. 8d, ect. The real rent 1826, 
| MG 


Price of Labour and Provifions. — The general wages of 
day labourers of every deſcription, are double what they 
were 20 or 30 years ago. The wages of male ſervants, a- 
bout 30 years ago, were from 11. 15s. to 21. a-year; at pre- 


Tent they are from 41. to 61. a- year; maid ſervants, at | 


the above period, had from 11. to 11, Tos. a-year, Now 
they get from 21. to 3l. About 30 years ago, a fat cow, 


which at preſent coſts from 51. to 61., could have been 


purchaſed at 21. 28., or zl. 10s. ; a fat wedder that ſells 
| now 


_—c 
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now for 1 28. or 145., could have been bought then for | 


5s. or 6s., and other butcher meat in proportion. Poul- 
try, &c. now ſell as under, viz. a live gooſe from 28. 


w 23. 6d. ; ducks from 8d. to 10d., hens 6d., chickens 


za. each, eggs 15d the dozen, milk 2d. the Scotch pint, 
butter 9d. the Ib. of 28 ounces, and cheeſe from 4s. to 


bs. the ſtone of 28 Engliſh Ibs “. Barley ſells from 1 5s. 


to 208., oats from 128. to 16s. 8d. the boll ; potatoes 
from 4d. to 8d. the peck, and wool from gs. to 20s. the 


ſtone, of 30 Ibs. Engliſh. The fuel commonly made ufe 


of is peat, turf, heath, and ſometimes fir and birch. 


Manufactures —The only branch of manufaQure in 


this country, is the ſpinning of linen yarn. Lint is im- 


ported from Aberdeen at the expenſe of the manufactur- 
ing company, and left with the ſhopkeepers in the unit- 


ed pariſhes ; and they are allowed a certain profit for 
the trouble of giving out the lint, and taking in the 
yarn, The common price paid for the fpinning, is from 


10d. to Is. 3d. the ſpindle. This brings a conſiderable 
lum of money into the country; by which the greater 
22 of the e families are ſupported, and enabled to 


pay 


Though there are many black cattle in the two pariſhes, yet it cannot be 
fad that much attention has been paid to the breed in the rearing of them; nor 
is there any thing that deſerves the name of a regular dairy, excepting that at 


Invercau!d. Lady Sinclair, in the year 1755, eſtabliſhed a dairy under proper 


regulations, which was attended with the greateſt ſucceſs. The butter and 
cheeſe made in this dairy, were of the beſt quality, and now fo well known, 


that they need no particular deſcription. This was owing, in a great meaſure, 


to good old paſture 3 but principally to the attention paid to the breed, in keep» 


ing thoſe cows only that had very rich milk, and diſpoſing of ſuch as had their 


milk white and thin, of a poor quality, which happened often then, though rarely 
now, but which has made this breed of cattle, though but of a a voy 
rery valuable to thoſe who wiſh to have 2 good dairy, | 
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pay the rents of their houſes, and ſmall crofts of land, 
The women, in * ſpin with both hands * 


342. 


425 


. it might, with iow phopriety, be G an unpardonable omiſſion, 
were I to eloſe this head without doing juſtice to the memory of the cer 
Lady Sinclair, firſt wife to Mr. Farquharſon of Invereauld.  _ 
That amiable woman, who never loft fight of what tended to nme the 
Intereft of the poor, finding that the women of the two pariſhes were entire firm. 
gers to the art of ſpinning on the little wheel, applied to the Board of Tru. 
tees, &c, about the year 1755, for ſome aid to encourage this branch of mary, 
facture. The truſtees having readily granted her requeſt, ſhe procured a proper 
| ſpinning miſtreſs, and erected a ſpinning ſchool at the caſtletown of Brema 
After the ſchool was opened, it was found fo difficult to get ſcholars to attend 
it, that Mr. Farquharſon himſelf was obliged to ſpeak to his tenants, and, i 
2 manner, compel thoſe who had 2 or 3 daughters, to ſend 1 of them to the 
ſohool. Having, however, ſurmounted every difficulty, the ſchool was fairly ft 
agoing 3 and from the attention Lady Sinclair paid to it, going in perſon to iſt 
it, and giving premiums to thoſe who excelled, ſhe raiſed ſuch a ſpirit of emy- 
lation, that in about 7 years time, the progreſs was aſtoniſhing, From printed 
advertiſements circulated through the pariſhes, in the month of Auguſt 1763, 
offering certain premiums to thoſe who produced the greateR and beſt quantities 
of linen yarn, of their own ſpinning, againſt the 31 of December following“, 
there were no fewer than 129 unmarried women, and little girls, who received 
premiums on the 1ſt of January 1763. The quantity of linen yarn brought 4 
his time to Invercauld for inſpection, and which was examined by Lady Sit- 
_ Clair, and ſome other ladies who attended to aſſiſt her, was ſuppoſed to be worth 
at leaſt 3ool. Sterling. Previous to this inſtitution, . was ſpun on the rock 
e dlſtaff only, and wool on the big wheel. PR; 


8 the NORTE. ts a a co of the Cad Loca 
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e. Lab Sinclair bereby e that the truſtee for the eee bays 
fog put into bet bands a ſum of money to be diſtributed i in the way ſbe think mof 
Proper, for promoting ſpinning in the united pariſhes of Braemar and Craily, 
| Ger Ladyſbip now publiſhes, that ſhe is to diflribute premiums of gowns, Plaids 
caps, filk napkins, lawn naplius, lawn aprons, and ſuch like goods, among the 
women and girls, who ball prodace to ber at Invercauld, upon the I, dey of fe 
nuary next, the greateſt and beft quantiti-s of linen yarn of their own ſpinniig 
The yarn muſt be lodged at Invercauld on Friday the 375. of December nels and 
the premiums will be difiributed the day after. | 


4 Crathy and and . 343 
Eee and Imports.—Thies exports are wood, black 


The imports are oatmeal, falt, 11 linen, * leathery 
lawns, muſlins, 9s | 


FERN = 1 guage generally ſpoken is the 
Gaelic. Moſt of the people, however, underſtand ſa 
nuch of the Engliſh, as to be able to tranfact ordinary 
bofineſs with their neighbours of the Low Country. It 


Iegiſlature now entertains very different views, For 
experience has fully evinced, that there are no better 


incompatible with the uſe of the Gaelic, and of tartan 
plajds and philabegs. All names of places in the coun. 
Gaelic, 


Ecclefiaftical State.—The preſent ſtipend is 800 merks, 
with 20l. Scots for furniſhing communion elements. 


tors: What the iflue may be, is as yet uncertain. The 


bent, with his own ſervants and cattle, has brought ſome 
acres to tillage, and has contracted with an undertaker 


ling the acre, including owing and carrying away the 
ſtones; , 


attle, ſheep, butter, cheeſe, u, woollen cloth, Ke. 


was once thought an object of political attention to uſe 
means for eradicating this ancient language from the 
Highlands of Scotland. It is to be preſumed, that the 


ſoldiers in the day of battle than the Highlanders, and 
that honour, humanity, deceney, and good order are not 


try, whoſe etymology can a be traced with dee are 


The preſent incumbent, who was ſettled in June 1789, 
has raiſed a proceſs of augmentation againft the heri- 


glee meaſures nearly 7 acres, but the greateſt part of 


it, till laſt year, was uncultivated. The preſent incum- 


to have the remaining acres trenched before the end of | 
April next. The expenſe will be upwards of 61. Ste- 
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tones; but will turn out to be 2 piece of excellent hpply i 
ground when brought inte culture. The manſe, which 
was built in the years 1790 and 1791, at above god|, 
Sterling of expenſe to the heritors, is an exceeding good 
houſe, with all the accommodation neceſſary for a cler. 
gyman, and executed in a neat t and ſubſtantial manner, 
The King is patron. 7 | 
I There are 2 churches, one in Aena and one at 
Crathy. The church of Braemar is a very neat, decent 
Church, with a moſt excellent church-yard wall round 
it, built with ſtone and lime. Tt 1s ſupported almoſt at 
the ſole expenſe of the Earl of Fife and Mr. Farquhar. 
ſon of Invercauld. The church of Crathy, though kept 
in repair at the joint expenſe of all the heritors of the 
2 pariſhes, the Earl of Fife excepted, is in very bad 
order, and too ſmall. The ee a wall is in the 
ſame ſituation . A 
There are 2 Roman Catholick cialis who reſide con- 
ſtant] y in Braemar, beſides I who comes occaſionally to Ny at 


the 3 of Crathy. 1 1 oy 
5 5 s- W 
7 . Poor, &c.— There are 2 ſchools, viz. the pa» Wlutati 


rochial ſchool, ſituated near the church of Crathy, with bat th 
A ſalary of 100 merks, beſides ſeſſion-clerk fees, and fetter 
other quarterly payments ; and one of the Society's f tits 
ſchools 4 in Braemar, with a Ss & of 141. Sterling, and 

other 


® There is a miſſipnary miniſter, paid by the Royal Bounty, ſtationed in Bras- 
mar; but as he has not the Gaelic language, and as there are ſome perſons who 
do not underſtand any Engliſh, the pariſh miniſter is obliged to exchange pulpits 
with him very frequently. The General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland 
have now pledged themſclves, that how ſeon the preſent miſſionary is other- 
wiſe provided for, they ſhall appoint none for the future to that miſſion but 
perſons having the Gaelic language. 


Of Crathy and Bratmar: us 


zer perquiſites — The number of poor who receive 8 
t Whopply is upwards of 70. The funds for their ſupport 
. the weekly collections, the intereſt of 12261. at 5 per 
eat, and the rent of a gallery in the church of Crathy, 
mounting in whole to about 261. Sterling. The lat“ 
ohn Farquharſon of Invercauld, and father of the pre- 
{-nt proprietor, mertified 30 merks for the purpoſe 
{maintaining and educating ſome poor boys of the name 
fF 1 at the N cls. 


Roads per Bridges:—The military 1050 from Blair- A 4 * ; 
wrtie to Fort George goes through the pariſties of ; 
demar and Crathy, which was completed in the year 
1149, at the expenſe of government. Bridges were 
lkewiſe built over all the rivers and rivulets upon this 
Ine of road, at the ſame expenſe. The county roads 
e made and kept in repair by the ſtatute-labour. The 
krvice is indeed, for the moſt part, commuted, and eye- 
jj man, between 16 and 60 years of age, is obliged to 
y at the rate of 18. 6d. yearly. The proprietors em- 
ploy a proper road grieve; with a party, to work on 
ays-wages, till the ſum ariſing annually by this com- 
tation is expended ; and it is found, from experience, 
that there is more road made by this mode, and to much 
letter purpoſe, than when the people performed their 
latute-labour, I cannot paſs over this article of im- 
provement; in juſtice to the memory of the late Mr. 
l aquharſon of Monally, without mentioning how ren 
de public in general, and this county in particular, are 
alebted to his diſintereſted and public ſpirited exertions. 
at gentleman, with a laudable ſpirit of patriotiſm, 
as the firſt perſon. who undertoy 3 roads in A- 
kerdeenſhire, which he ore 22 with exextion, and, 
Ver. XIV. 9 ar 
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at a great expenſe, to a conſiderable extent, for ſeyer 
Fears before the 1945. Having, however, unfortunate. 
ly engaged in the Rebellion, and being kept a priſon 
for 18 years in England, the country was, during thy 
period, deprived of his ſervices. On obtaining hi l. 
berty, he immediately renewed his public ſpirited in 
provements, wherever he had any influence, but chief 
in the 5 pariſhes of Braemar, Crathy, Glenmuick, I. 
lich, and Glengarden (which, indeed, form a ſeparit 
and diſtin& diſtri of this county); and from that ting 
till his death, which happened in the year 1790, he cot 
tinued, with unremitting attention, and at a great er 
penſe, to forward the building of new, and the repai 
ing of old bridges; the making of new, and repairing 
former roads; in which he was ably ſupported by Mr 
Farquharſon of Invercauld (whoſe abilities in direfting 
and executing roads are very uncommon), and, in ſom 
degree, by all the gentlemen in the county: ſo th 
upon the whole, it may with great propriety be aſſen 
ed, that during the laſt 25 years, no part of the Hiyh 
lands of Scotland, of the ſame extent, has gained mort 


in roads and bridges by private e than t the 
| pariſhes above deſcribed. 


8 nol e —The 2 peribes 
Crathy and Braemar, in general, have many, perhap 
more, advantages within themfelves, than ſome of tit 
neighbouring pariſhes ; and the people, though not ve 
induſtrious, are yet intelligent, humane, obliging, aut 
much given to hoſpitality, But fill much might be 
done to better their circumſtances, were ſuch branche 
of manufacture as the country is calculated for, eſtabliſheC 


and carried on be perſons of COT, — 3 1 
ſpiri 


pri As the ſoil is very Wei ie to the 0 of 
ax, and as there is a great deal of wool annually ex- 


tons for bleachfields. 


ul labours under, and that is, the want of moſs roads. 


their fuel on horſeback. This makes them keep a 


kar ; conſequently the horſes are of a ſmall fize: but 
were proper roads to be made, the tenants in general 


y to accommodate his tenants, in the years 1790 and 
1791, carried on and finiſhed a very complete road to 


the tenants have provided themſelves with carts, and, 
in a few years hence, it is very probable, the. whole 
tenants on the eſtate will do the ſame. 


— of fuel for the maſter, yearly, with ſome long 
n and 


Of Crathy and ram,. 34 


ported, it is to be preſumed, that the manufacture of 
yoollen and linen cloth would be attended with the 
greateſt ſucceſs. SEE: are newite ſome 5 fitua- 


There is one diſadvantage which this buy in gen _ | 


The moſſes, for the moſt part, lie at the diſtance of 2 or 
z miles from the tenants, and over almoſt inacceſſible 
hills; by which means they are obliged to carry home 


neater number of horſes than their farms can well 


would keep larger horſes and fewer of them, and would 
provide wheel carriages. This is clearly evinced upon 
the eſtate of Monaltry. The prefent proprietor, mere- 


m inexhauſtible moſs. It is carried over the ſummit 
of a high hill, yet ſo well directed, that the acclivity 
ij ſcarcely felt: the expenſe, no doubt, was conſiderable; 
but the conſequence is, that fince that period moſt of 


Another diſadvantage, which prevails in ſome places 
of the country, is the perſonal ſervices of the tenants. 
Wherever the tenants are expected to thrive, perſonal 
ſervices ſhould be diſpenſed with and commuted. That 
which has longeſt kept up, is the providing a certain 
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5 gould be introduced into this county. It commenced 


and ſhort nge -Phis falcons much with the la. 
bours of the huſbandman, as his whole time is employed 
in providing his own and his maſter's fuel, from the 
time the feed is ſown till the beginning of harye|, 
Thus he loſes all that time in which he ought to pro. 
vide manure for his land; and though there 1s lime, 
Kone in great profuſion near, or perhaps upon, his farm, 
yet he can derive no benefit from it. Several of th; 
_ proprietors, however, haye commuted their ſervice, 
Were this mode generally adopted, and the tenant 
encouraged to build decent houſes, it would conduc 
much to the comfort & the Hrmer, and the intereſt of 
the landlord. 
Ĩ here is a third, diſadvantage, und which is exceed 
ingly pernicious, not only to this county, but almoſt to 
the whole North of Scotland; and that is, the depredz- 
tion made on the ſheep, game, and poultry by foxes and 
other vermin. There was a ſcheme planned ſome years 
ago by Mr, Farquharſon of Invercauld, and carried into 
execution by him and the other heritors, for the pre. 
ſervation of ſheep, game, and poultry, and for the de- 
 ruction of foxes, wild-cats, pole-cats, eagles, hawks, 
&c., from which the pariſhes of Braemar, Crathy, Glen- 
| muick, Tullich, and Glengarder, derived more real be- 
nefits, than perhaps from any other improvements that 


the 15th of January 1776; and before that period, the 
deſtruction of ſheep was ſo great, that it is thought the WI min 
value of the ſheep annually killed by yermin, in the . tain 
bove pariſhes, was nearly equal to half the rent paid to 
the proprietors. The ſcheme was this: The heritors 
entered into a private ſubſcription among themſelves, WW » 


opt of which a premium was paid for every animal ef wit 
f 6 _—_— | bird Re 


* 


Of Grathy and Braemar. 5 349 ; 


lind that was brought in to the caſhiers, by fuch perſqns 
8 were authoriſed by the aſſociation to carry arms for 


the deſtruction of foxes, &c. ; and who had been pre- 


niouſly ſworn not to kill game: and, it is believed, that 


qut of more than 100 perſons, who had warrants for 
this purpoſe, not one of them ever treſpaſſed in that 


reſpet. The whole ſubſcriptions in the 5 pariſhes a- 


mounted to about 40 guineas a-year ; and the ſcheme 
continued for 10 years, with ſo great ſucceſs, that du- 
ring that period there were killed 634 foxes, 44 wild- 
cats, 57 pole-cats ; 70 eagles, 2520 hawks and Kites z 


1347 ravens and hooded crows * ; beſides all thoſs 


The other ſubſcribers were obliged, 8 years ago, to give 


is much to be regretted that the ſcheme was dropped; but 


fact, viz. that if ſuch an extenſive track of mountainous 


min poured in from neighbouring countries as moun- 


4 


ad falcons 3 the ſecond year, wild-cats, pole-cats „ {mall hawks, and kites, 


| Tre added; and the third year, ravens and hooded crows were alſo inqluded, | 


which were deſtroyed by poiſon, or died of their 
wounds : and ſheep were then in perfect ſafety to paſ- 
ture at all times and ſeaſons to the very boundary of 
where the ſcheme extended. Unfortunately, however, 
for this county, ſome of the heritors (for reaſons beſt 
known to themſelves) withdrew their ſubſcriptions. 


yp the ſcheme ; the conſequence of which 1s, that the 
deſtruction of ſheep has gradually gained ground, and 
game of all kinds decreaſed in the ſame proportion. It 


the experiment has ſufficiently evinced the following 


country as the 5 pariſhes above deſcribed, where there is 
2 great deal of wood, and where foxes and other ver- 


tainous as this, derived ſuch real advantages from 


* For the firſt year, the premiums ale only to foxes, eagles, goſacks, 
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A 1 carried into execution on ſuch a contrate and p. 
Bs fcale as 40 guineas a-year ; ſtill greater advantages muſ 
be derived from a ſcheme of this kind, if it was extend. 8 of 

ed over the whole Highlands of Scotland. . riſon, 


A fourth diſadvantage is, the diſtance from a pa night, 
7 town, which! 1s 50 miles f in MF direction “. * | ſelves 
they 
| Aurlynitier—Therw is, upon the eſtate of Castleton of #4 : 
Braemar, the ruins of an ancient caſtle, built, as tradition * 
* - ; PN . * f f 5 + x . | 1 
reports, by King Malcolm Kenmore for a hunting feat i * 
; 
By the veſtiges which Rill remain, it is obvious, that 1 
there was a very conſiderable building. The houſe 3 
ſtood on the top of a rock on the E. ſide of the water un 
of Cluanadh ; and the King having thrown a drawbridge . 
aeroſs the river, to the rock on the oppoſite fide, the I , 
pariſh of Braemar derived its original name of Ceann. ar 55 
dxrochart from that circumſtance. On a little mount on 250 
the Haugh of Caſtletown ſtands the caſtle of Braemar. C | 
It was originally the property of Farquharſon of In- Oy 
Mn | 3 4 RY. tion 
vercauld, and given to a ſecond ſon of that family a 1 
a - 13 | | 85 ou 
his patrimony. About the end of Queen Mary's reign, a 
thefe lands were excambed with the Earl of Marr for 1 8 
the lands of Monaltry, and, ſoon after his acceſſion to ; 
T1Ve 
the eſtate, he built the preſent houſe. King William, 254 
o | O 0 
after the Revolution, took poſſeſſion of it for a garriſon, 
WT WO 1 5 na- 
*I ſee with pleaſure a branch of the poſt - office extended lately fiom Aber- roa 
deen to Kincardine O' Neil; but this country can derive little or no beneft thi 
from it, being till 43 miles diſtant from the Caſtletown of Braemar. Was the 
extenſion of this branch to be carried to that place, this whole countiy, inſtead out 
of ſending a man weekly to Cupar Angus for letters and new!papers would tar 
put all their letters into this office o go round by Aberdeen, which would bring cal 
an additional revenue of 3d. at leaft, for every ſingle letter, and would, it is 0 


prefumed, more than indemnify government” for the expenſes incurred in the 
e.Eabliſkment of it. 


E Crathy and Brunner. 5 3 Fr 


and put ſome troops into it to keep the country in awe z 


but this had not the deſired effect, for the country be- 


ing of oppoſite ſentiments at the time, beſieged the gar- 


riſon, and obliged the troops to retire, under filence of 


night, in order to fave their lives; and to ſave them 


ſelves from ſuch troubleſome neighbours for the future, 
they burnt the caſtle. In this ſtate, it continued ty. 
the year 1715, when the whole Marr eſtates were for- 


feited. About the 1720, Lords Dun and Grange pur- 
chaſed from goverment all the lands belonging to the 


Erſkine family; and about the 1730, John F. arquharſon 
of Invercauld, bought the lands of Caſtleto wn from Lords 


Dun and Grange. About the 1748, Mr. Farquharſon 
gave a leaſe to government of the caſtle, and an enclo- 
ſure of 14 acres of ground, for the ſpace of 99 years, 


at 141, Sterling of yearly rent; upon which the houſe 


was repaired (the walls being then ſufficient), and a 


rampart built round it, and it has, fince that period, 
been occupied by a party of foldiers. At the expira- 


tion of the leaſe, or the evacuation of the troops, the 
houſe, with the encloſure, returns to Invercauld's - 
mily, without any melioration whatever. 

On the lands of Monaltry, and on the N. bank of the 


river Dee, in a narrow paſs, where there is not above 
bo yards from the river to the foot of a high, fteep, 


rocky hill, ſtands a cairn, known by the name of Cars 
na-cuimhne, or Cairn of remembrance. - The military 


road is carried along the foot of this hill, and through 
this paſs. The tradition of the country is, that, at ſome 
period, the country being in danger, the Highland chief- 
tains raiſed their men, and marching through this paſs, 
cauſed each man lay down a ſtone in this place. When | 


they returned, the ſtones were numbered; by which means 
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; it was Known how many men were brought into the field, 
and what number was loſt in action. Since that period, 
Carn- na- cuimhne has been the watch-word of the conn. 
try. At that period, every perſon capable of bearing 
arms, was obliged to have his arms, a bag, with ſome 
bannocks in it, and a pair of new mended ſhoes al. 
ways in readineſs ; and the moment the alarm was given 
chat danger was apprehended, a ſtake of wood, the one 
end dipped in blood (the blood of any animal), and the 
other burnt, as an emblem of fire and ſword, was put 


into the hands of the perſon neareſt to where the alarm 


vas given, who immediately ran with all fpeed, and gave 
it to his neareſt neighbour, whether man or woman; 
that perſon ran to the next village or cottage (for mea- 
ſfures had been previouſly ſo concerted, that every one 
| Enew his route), and ſo on, till they went through the 
whole country; upon which every man inſtantly laid 
hold of his arms, &e., and repaired to Carn-na-cuimhne, 
where they met their leaders alſo in arms, and ready 
to give the neceſſary orders: The flake of wood was 
7 named Croiſhtarich. At this day, was a fray or ſquabble 


do happen at a market, or any public meeting, ſuch in- 


| fluence has this word over the minds of the country 
people, that the very mention of Carn-na-cuimhne 


would, in a moment, collect all the people in this coun- 


try, who happened to be at ſaid meetin 8 to che aſſiſtance 
of che perſon allailed. 


(Coun 
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NUMBER XXI. 
PARISH or MID-CALDER, 


(Corry 0 or EnmBURcn, SYNOD OF LoTHan AND 
IVELDDALE, PRESBYTERY oF LixLITHGow.) 


: By the Rev. Mr. Jamgs WiLsON.. 


Name and General Deſcription. 
a various parts of Scotland, we meet with places 
which are named Calder. The word is probably of 
Gaelic derivation, and the meaning of it is ſaid to be 


*wood and water.” Conſidering the word in this ſenſe, the 


town, from which this pariſh derives its name, may, 
with great propriety, be denominated Calder. The Al- 
mond, a river of conſiderable fize, flows a little to the N. 
of it; and 2 ſmall rivers to the E. unite their ſtreams 2 
few hundred yards before they are mingled with that of 
the Almond. Calder wood; which has one of the above 
mentioned ſmall rivers on each fide of it, is {till of con- 


aderable extent; but from the following verſes, which 
Vor. XIV. eee 1 
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] 1 have ear repeated, it Comms to have been formerly / Felds 


or 7 miles in len gth. „%% plants. 
| | the me 
Caller wood was fair to ſee, them, 
When it went to Cameltree ; 5 Oats, | 
Calder wood was fairer ſtill, E good I 


When it went to Croſswood hill. juſtly « 


countr 


ſeaſons 


The town of Mid-Calder is pleaſantly ſituated, an 


many of the ſcenes and proſpects, which the wood pre. ral kir 
{ents, are romantick, grand,. and delightful. The wood oy 
conſiſts chiefly of oaks, birches, Scotch firs, and larches: creaſe, 
The pariſh is upon the whole, much adorned with . 


or 8 f 
30 fo 
leſs, 
ten 2 
of the 
that t 
that 
have 
ſerve 
than 
cattle 
the 
tallo 
cles, 
ſides 


time 


ſtripes of plantation; and it receives no ſmall advantage 
from the ſhelter, which the trees afford. The greater 
part of the pariſh is encloſed, and div ided 1 into fields of a 
paaderate « extent, by {tone walls, or by Regs $0 ditch, 


. old Scotch plough, mel 15 very 
heavy, and drawn by 4 horſes, and often by 4 horks 
and 2 oxen, is now, in general, laid aſide, and a light one 
made uſe of, which is drawn by 2 horſes only, and, in 
ſome es, by 2 onen, without any horſe whatlo 
ever. | 
The Scotch plough requires 2 perſons to attend it, 

but 1 is deemed ſufficient for that which is drawn by 7 
horſes. Thus there is a ſaving to the farmer of labout- 
ers, horſes, and food. The 2 horſe plough 1s not fit for 
heavy ſoil ; but in that which i 1s of a light quality, it i 


[tl 

not reckoned to do a great deal lefs work, than that ii 7 
which 4 horſes are employed. ; 1 
For improving the lands, ſummer fallowing is be- £4 


_ come à very common practice, together with ſowing 
fields 
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ketds with the ſeeds of turnip, and other ſnceulent 
plants. Our ſoil is generally light, and not conſidered as 


the moſt proper for peaſe, or wheat, though both of 


them, in ſome parts of the pariſh, thrive very well. 
Oats, barley, turnips, and potatoes, make, in general, 
good returns. The curling of potato-s, ſo much and 
juſtly complained of in England, is not prevalent in this 


country. Making allowance for the difference of ſoil, = 


ſeaſons, cultivation, and other circumſtances, the ſeve- 


ral kinds of grain, which are ſown in this pariſh, may 
be ſtated, upon the whole, as yielding the following in- 


creaſe; Wheat from 6 to 10, and ſometimes 12 fold; 


peaſe from 4 to S ; barley from 5 to 7; and oats, 4, 7, 


or 8 fold : Potatoes, at an average, may be reckoned at 


zo fold, though, in many places, the increaſe is much 
leſs. An acre of turnips is worth 51. or 61. and will fat- 
ten 2 ſmall oxen, which, when full fed, will weigh each 


of them, about 25 ſtone Engliſh weight. I am informed, 
that the butchers in Edinburgh give to the farmers in 
that neighbourhood nearly double the value, which I 
have ſet upon a turnip crop ; but it ought alſo to be ob- 


ſerved, that this is of much more value to the butchers 


than to the farmers, as the latter muſt ſell their fed 
cattle, ſo that the purchaſer may have a profit, whereas 
the former kill them; and ſelling the meat, ſkin, and 


tallow, to their reſpective buyers, get for all theſe arti- 


cles, the current price of the different markets. Be- 
ſides, for the ſake of convenience, the butchers may ſome- 
times be induced to give more than the intrinſic worth 
ok the crop. : 
The greater part of the hay i in this part of the coun- 
try is made of rye-graſs and red clover, the ſeeds of 
hich are ſown with barley, and ſometimes with oats or 
5 e Oi wheat: 
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wrhent, If the batley or oats be not too ſtrong, fo us i 
prevent the rye-graſs and clover from getting the neceſ. 
ſary nutriment, which the light and air afford; and i; 
the ſoil be good, and properly managed, a luxuriant crop 
of hay may be expected, for at leaſt two ſeaſons there. 
after; and it is generally fit for mowing 3 years. Ana. 
nual kind of rye-graſs has lately been introduced ino 
this neighbourhood, which produces one fine crop; but 
being ſo tranſient, the farmers are getting quit of it x; 
| faſt as they can. The practice which prevails in England 
of laying dung occaſionally on the ſurface of land, which 
is laid down in graſs, might be introduced with adyan. 
tage into this country. When a graſs field, through x 
ſeries of years, has acquired a cloſe ſward, it is of im- 
portance to preſerve it as long as the weeds can be kept 
down; and while the ſoil is enriched by dung, it may be 
kept a long time clean, by the application of lime, Few 
Helds of cabbages or carrots are cultivated here, though 
the former are reckoned to be good feeding for black 


cattle; and the latter, in ſome parts of England, are 


eſteemed excellent food for horſes. The root of ſcarcity, 
which is now aſcertained to be only a ſpecies of the beet, 
has, ſo far as I know, never been reared in this pariſh, 

The rolling ſtone is pretty common here. The ma— 
Sine, called Fanners, for cleaning the grain after it has 
been thraſhed, is much in uſe among the farmers ; but 
the thraſhing machine, which was invented in Scotland 
few years ago, has not und its way yet into this pa- 


Tiſh *, 
£ xtent 


Price of Proviſiont, Servants Wages, &c.—Owing to the bad bare 
in 1792, the beſt oat meal has been ſold, during the greateſt part 0 of lail 
Kummer, at 18. 3d. the peck. 


It is now to be had at 18. 3d, ; but the com- 
mon 


Exte 


called J 


one, an 
der Co 
which 
der. 
no par 
popula 
was 7 
tants; 


mon pri 
Scotch“ 
or Engl 
this aut 
contain 
place, e 
k bro 
burgli; 
week, 
occaſio 
wards, 
ſeld at 
and as 
One- te 
2 Scot! 
Ag 
in ger 
board 
bis ov 
amoui 
propo 
rant, 
hoard 
2ccor 
with 
year, 
the e 


30g, 


| Of Mid- Calder . 1 5 + 35 7 


Fitet 7 Population. — The pariſh, which 15 now 
called Weſt Calder, conſtituted formerly a part of this 
one, and the whole was then known by the name of Cal- 
der Comitis. From the time of this diviſion, the pariſh 

which J am deſcribing, has been denominated Mid-Cal- 
der. It; is about 7 miles in length from N. to S.; and 
no part of it is much above 3 miles in breadth. The 
population, according to Dr. Webſter” 3 report in 175 5, 
was 760 ſouls. It contains, at preſent, 1251 inhabi- 
tants; 9 of whom are in the country part of the pa- 

| | riſh, 


mon price, for many years a; has been 18. The peck contains 2 lbs. of 
Scotch Troy, or Dutch weight, the Ib. of which is to the Avoirdupoiſe, 
or Engliſh Ib., as 7600 grains is to 75000. Potatoes have been fold here 
this autumn, when diſpoſed of in quantities, at 4s. Sd. the boll, which 

contains 16 pecks; and 2 of the pecks, by Sony potatoes are ſold in this 
place, exceed a Wincheſter buſhel, by $9. parts, There is not much 
k brought to this market; but there is . of it to be had i in Edin- 
burgh; and we have two carriers in this town who go thither twice 4 
week, beſides ſeveral from different parts of the pariſh, who go on Rated. 

occaſions. Our butcher meat is charged 34., and ſometimes 4d., or up- | 
wards, a Ib, Dutch weight. Poultry i is dearer in proportion, and eggs are 
fold at 4d., 5d., or 6d. the dozen, according to the ſeaſon of the year, 
and as circumſtances require. New milk coſts Ad. the mutchkin, which is 
one-tenth leſs than the Engliſh wine pint ; and butter milk is ſold at 2d. 

a Scotch pint, which is one-tenth leſs than an Engliſh wine gallon. 

A good ploughman will not engage himſelf for leſs than 81. a year, and, 
in general, he expects more. Along with theſe wages, he has bed and 
board in his maſter's houſe ; but when he is married, and has a cottage of 
tis own, he has allowances of different kinds, which, on the whole, may 
amount to T51, or 16l. a year. Footmen, gardeners, &c., have wages in 
proportion to the circumſtances in which they are placed. A female ſer- 
rant, fit for common houſchold work, demands, independent of bed and 
board, from 51. 108. to 4l. a year. Thoſe in a ſuperior line have more, 
Xcording to their tuation. A common labourer, if he find himſelf 
With food, gets, at an avcrage, Is. 2d. a day during that ſeaſon of the 
year, when he can work from 6 o'clock in the morning to 6 o'clock in 
the evening. A few years ago, a labourer of this kind had no more than 

3DQ, or 1 78. The wages of meclanieks have been advanced in proportion. 
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riſh, and the remaining 562 are in the town. The 
males amount to 588; the females to 663: Thus it ap- 
pears, that the females exceed the males by 75 in num. 


ber. Nature, upon the whole, ſeems to have made the 
number of males and females nearly equal; and the dil. 
proportion, in the preſent inſtance, probably ariſes from 
this fact, that many of our youths go abroad into other 
parts of the country to find . — trade and 
manufactures prevail. 


By comparing my enumeration of the ne in this 
town, with that which was made by an ingenious me. 
chanick *, about 25 years ago, it appears, that the popu. 
lation thereof has been upon the decline. Several new 
houſes have of late been built, indeed, but many old ones 
have alſo fallen into decay : 


the diminution ſeems to be the influence which trade and 
commerce have i in carrying off our young men to other 


parts of the country, where engaging proſpects of 
wealth are held out to them f. 


This diſtrict of the country muſt be confidered as very 
_ favourable to health. There is no diſeaſe which is pecu- 
tiarly incident to the People: and there are ſeveral per- 


ſons 
ba Mr. David Burn, clock and e Mid-Calder. 

+ During the laſt 3 years, there have been 23 marriages, and 97 bap- 
tiſms, as appears by the regiſter books belonging to this church. The 
number of births has, without doubt, exceeded that which I have mens 
tioned, as ſeveral children did not live long enough to be baptiſcd; and 
as thoſe of diſſenters are not included, exrepting ſuch as choſe to have 
them entered in the pariſh records, with a view to preſerve more per- 
manently the mean of aſcertaining, at any future period, the time of 
their hirth, and the family from which they ſprung. The number of 
deaths cannot be cendeſcended on, ſor many who breathe their laſt 
in this pariſh, are carried out of the bounds of it, and buried where 
their anceſtors, or ſome of their kindred have been laid before them; and 
not a few are brought from other pariſhes to this e that they 
may reſt w. ch their fathers, | 


However, the chief cauſe of 
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&ris in the pariſh near 80 years of age, and ſome conſi- 
derably above it. Though a ſmall part in the ſouthern 
part of it be open, ſwampy, and mooriſh, yet it is ſo far 
from being pernicious to the health of the inhabitants, that 
it ſeems to have an oppoſite effect. I know a perſon who, 
when he lived in a dry country, and on the ſea coaſt, had 


frequent and ſevere fits of the ague ; but, upon coming 
mto the neighbourhood of the marſhy part of this pariſh, 


which I have been taking notice of, and into a mooriſh 


ftuation, he was ſoon relieved ; and for a conſiderable 
time paſt, he has had no returns of his diſeaſe, In damp _ 


countries, and particularly among the fens of Lincoln- 


ſhire, the ague is a prevailing malady. Query. Iz 
there any antiſeptic quality in the water and exhalations 
of moſſy * ground which has a tendency to prevent this, 
and other epidemic diſeaſes? It is to be remarked, that _ 


the agne is not a very common malady in Scotland. 
Advantages and Diſadvantages.— It is much to be la- 
mented, that, excepting a ſmall paper mill, nothing 


which can be called a manufacture, is eſtabliſhed in this 


town or neighbourhood. A few women and girls get 
employment by ſewing or tambouring muſlin ; but the 
young men, who remain here, have no other engage. 
ments of profit, but common labour, and the mechanical 
purſuits which are neceflary for the demands of the 


town and parts adjacent. As there is little in which 
childern can be employed, they remain for a long time 


burden on the induſtry of their parents. Mid-Calder 


is well lituated for trade ; the markets ſupply plenty of 


proviſions, 


That which is called moſs in Scotland, is 2 ſubſtance of which pea: 
and turf for fuel are formed, and contains in 


4 great quantity of d- 
dom poſed wood, and other vegetables. 
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proviſions, the roads are good, and the communication 
is eaſy with places of conſequence, both at home and 
abroad. There are ſeveral water falls in the neighbour. 
hood; and the value of theſe would be the more conf. 
derable to a manufacturer, as they are near the town, 
where a great number of hands could be 
= procured. 

| The principal diſadvantage Jamia this part of the 
country, for ſnch eſtabliſhments as would require much 
fuel, is the dearneſs of that article. A few people in 
the ſouthern diſtrict of the pariſh burn chiefly peats; 
but coals are moſt commonly made uſe of 1n the other 
_ diviſions of it; and as they are brought from a diſtance, 
the price of them is high. But when I come to treat 
of minerals, it will appear, that we have good reaſon to 
Hope for 2 removal of this diſadvantage, | : 


Secte and Parties. —There is an Antiburgher meet- 
ing-houſe in this pariſh, and one belonging to the 
Burghers in the pariſh of Eaſt Calder, and at no great 
diſtance from this town. There are a few perſons in 
this pariſh who are of the Church of England ; but as 

there is no miniſter of that claſs of Chriftians nearer 
than Edinburgh, they attend the church of Mid-Calder, 


It is pleafing to obſerve, that of late the violence of par- 


ty rage, in matters of religion, has much ſubſided ; but 
charity and brotherly love will not have their deired 
conſummation, till we ſet leſs value upon ſpeculative 
opinions, and judge of men a by true worth of 
cha rater. 


Stink, Schools, Poor, &c The manſe, glebe, and 


gardens belonging to the miniſter of Mid-Calder, toge⸗ 
ther 
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ther with the ſtipend which he receives, may be valued 


it 100 guineas a-year. The houſe is good, and com- 
modious, and the fituation of the glebe is beautiful. It 


has an eaſtern aſpect towards Calder wood ; and though 
adjoining to the town, yet it is ſo well encloſed and 
heltered, that it is very private, and fit for retirement. 
—The emoluments of the pariſh ſchoolmaſter, including 
a good houſe and ſchool-room, his legal ſalary from the 
landholders, and the intereſt of a ſum of money, which 


was ſunk upon an eſtate in the neighbourhood for the 


benefit of the ſchoolmaſter, together with the perquiſites 


of being clerk to the church ſeſſion, independent of 
ſchool wages, may, upon the whole, be reckoned equal 


to 39 guineas a-year. There are other 3 ſchools in the 


pariſh ; but they have no ſalary to ſupport them. I 
know nobody in the pariſh, above 8 or 10 years of age, 


who cannot read, and not a few can write and do a lit- 
tle in accounts. Theſe acquirements which are ſo com- 


mon among the people in Scotland, are eaſily ſeen to 


proceed from the important regulation of having a 
ſchool with a fixed ſalary annexed to it, in every pa- 


tim“. If the maſter ſhould not be popular, or if, ow- 
ing to diſtance or any other circumſtance, the eſtabliſh- 


ed ſchool! does not accommodate the whole children in 


the pariſh, yet it keeps alive a ſenſe of education in the 


country, and induces thoſe who ſtand in need, to provide 
ſchoolmaſters for the inſtruction of their own families 
and friends. There are at preſent in this pariſh only 


19 poor perſons, who get a regular ſupply of money from 
the church ſeſſion ; but there are a few more who re- 


Vor. XIV; | Z 2 ceive 


* The only exceptions to this, I believe, are in large towns, where 
ſchools are endowed; but not for individual pariſhes, 
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ceive occaſional donations. This ſupport is afforded 
them by voluntary offerings, which are made by people 
at church, and by levies, which the OY raiſe 
upon themſelves „ 


Valuation of the Lands, &c.— The ancient value et 
upon the lands of this pariſh, by which the taxes af. 
fe&ing the property in land are paid, amounts to 5151, 
Ios. Scotch money; the preſent rental of the whole ps. 
Tiſh is about 25191. Sterling. The produce of the di, 
ferent farms, beſides a conſiderable quantity of hay, 
which is fold at Edinburgh and other places, feeds 480 
black cattle, 200 horſes, and 2300 ſheep. Horſes are 
more numerous here than in ſome other parts, as the 
farmers rear ſeveral for the market. Comparatively 
ſpeaking, there are few ſwine or pigs in the pariſh, 


Hunting, Fiſhing, Fowling, &c.—Foxes are not ſcaree 
in the pariſh, and hares are very numerous. There are 
plenty of trouts in the rivers near this town, and a fey 
eels ; but no ſalmon come ſo far up the Almond as Mid. 
Calder. In favourable ſeaſons, the ſportſman may find 
no inconſiderable number of grouſe, partridges, wood. 
cocks, and ſnipes in the pariſh We have here the 
blackbird and thruſh, the lark, linnet, and -goldfinch, 
as well as the other fowls and birds which are common 
in general to Scotland. In Calder wood the bullfinche 

are 


® Though there ke no poor's rates eſtabliſhed by law in Scotland, et 
by old acts of the Scotch parliament, the landlords are required to te. 
lieve the poor, and attend to their condition; but by the ſame acts, the 
arc empowered to raiſe one half of the money, which they lay out for 


this purpoſe, from the inhabitants of the pariſh, who are not on the poor 
roll. 
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are pretty numerous ; and this is the more remarkable, ; 


25 they are not common in the neighbourhood. 


Manners, mode of Living, Dreſs and Cuſtoms —The 


manners of the preſent generation are more ſimple than 
thoſe of the preceding ; and though we have reaſon to 


mourn over prevailing vices, yet ſome of the more flag- 
rant breaches of decency and yirtue, ſuch as profane 
ſwearing and drunkenneſs, are not ſo common in the 
more improved circles as they were formerly. The 
people here are, upon the whole, ſober and virtuous ; | 


though we muſt expect to find among them ſome of the 
vices which prevail in ſimilar fituations. 


The old farm houſes and cottages in the pariſh are 


moſtly built of ſtone and lime, but all thatched, have 
ſmall windows, and few accommodations. Several of 


thoſe which have been more recently reared are covered 


with ſlates or tiles, have ſaſh windows, and are more 
commodious; but, except in upper ſtories, we generally 
find them with earthen floors, which are often damp, and 


neither cleanly nor healthful. Gentlemens houſes are, 
many of them, built with elegance and taſte in various 
parts of this country. There are no old caftles in the 
neighbourhood which are capable of being inhabited. 


Oat meal made into porridge, and a thin, hard kind 


of bread, made alſo of oat meal, together with milk, 


butter and cheeſe, oonſtitute a conſiderable part of the 
food, which is common to the inferior, as well as the 


middle claſſes of the people. Butcher meat is more in 
ue among them of late, and the practice of drinking tea 
i every day becoming more common. Not many years 
ago, loaves made of flour were rarely to be found in 
ſhe country, unleſs in gentlemens families; but now 

| 22 2 they 
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they are more frequently made uſe of by all ranks of {tbe Prat 
the people. = n attendin 
The tartan * or red plaids, cloſe caps, with or with. cing the 
out ribbons, gowns, petticoats, and ſtockings of home Ml and clot 
manufacture, which, 30 or 40 years ago, conſtituted the hits of t 
dreſs of women in the inferior conditions of life, gra. Thor 
dually gave way to clothes made of red or blue Englih Wi country 
cloth, and other approaches to an improved dreſs ; and i ertende 
theſe in their turn are now yielding to the dreſs cap, making 
the filk bonnet, or beaver hat, printed or other cotton i quaint? 
gowns, white petticoats, white thread or cotton ftock. if defirab 
ings, and fine ſhoes or ſlippers. Formerly the beſt hand. i the 1a! 
| kerchiefs for the neck were ſtrong cambrick, but now s the 
they are of fine muſlin, and ſometimes there i 18 an addi. 


tion of a ſhawl, of 55s. or 75. value. Feu. 
With reſpect to the men, labourers and mechanicks, Ml the C1 
20 years ago, wore a woollen bonnet on their head, they IM quit r. 
had coat, wailtcoat, and breeches of cloth, which wa of the 
manufactured in private families; ; their ſtockings were of rec 
ſpun and knit at home, or by ſome neighbours ; and il me 
their ſhoes were rather ſtrong than neat. Now ther Ml verſo! 
wear hats of different qualities, coats of Engliſh made a feu 
cloth, ſtriped or white waiſtcoats, corduroy or fuſtan the ( 
breeches, fine cotton or thread ſtockings, and ſlight neat rich, 
ſhoes. Thus they are equipped when they are in dreſs; I have 
but in days of labour, they are clothed i in a way more Ml to th 
ſuitable to'their various engagements, As to the higher {WI This 
ranks of both ſexes, their dreſs is much the ſame as it as tl 
is in the ſouthern parts of the iſland, and the faſhions of WW ider 
London ſoon find their way hither. _ then 

I find no cuſtoms peculiar to this part of the country: 
In general, the People are attached to that which was 1 
the indi 


# A well known Highland manufacture, 


Of Mid. Celler. 265 


the practice of their forefathers; though the changes 
attending times and circumſtances be gradually produ- 
cing their effects. In what relates to agriculture, food, 
and dothing, they have departed fartheſt from the ha- 
hits of their anceſtors, 

Though the Scotch be the prevailing language of . 
country, yet, by the influence of thoſe who have a more 


extended intercourſe with the world, the people here are 
making evident approaches toward a more intimate ac- 


quaintance with the Engliſh tongue, which is the more 
defirable, as, fince the union of England and Scotland, 
the language of the court of London has been received 
s the ſtandard language of the united kingdoms. 


Feudal Cuſtoms. —All the eſtates in Scotland hold of 
the Crown or Prince of Wales, by a nominal or trifling 


quit rent ; and the original proprietors, when diſpoſing 
of their lands, frequently ſold them under the condition 
of receiving a {mall annual feu-duty, or chief rent. The 


ſame practice is continued till this day; conſequently a 


perſon may enjoy a large eſtate, which is all ſubject to 


a feu-duty, payable to him who holds immediately of 


the Crown or the Prince.—Many farmers in this pa- 
nſh, as well as in other parts of Scotland, are bound to 
have their grain ground at certain mills, which belong 


to the proprietors of the eſtates on which they live. 


This 1s called thirlage, and is conſidered as a grievance, 


as they not only pay more than when they are left at 


liberty, but as they are thus prevented from going where 
their convenience or intereſt leads chem. 


Mines, Minerals, &c.— There are every where many 
indications of coal in this neighbourhood, f uch as in- 
5 | | . Curated 
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the ſtratum is 60 feet in thickneſs. — Upon the whole 
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durated clay, and a petriolic ſchiſtus, which burns win, 
a bright flame, but leaves a large reſidue of aſe, 
Schiſtus of this kind ſeems to differ very little from 
coal, but by having combined with it a ſmaller quantity 
of the bituminous principle. Moreover, coal has been 
got in different parts of the country not far from this; 
and it is to be hoped, that circumſtances will occur, 
which will give ſufficient encouragement to have it 
wrought for the benefit of people in the neighbourhogd, 
There is good free ſtone in the pariſh ; not much gra, 
nite, and many of the rocks are a ſpecies of induratel 
clay. There is plenty of iron tone, and ſome of it 
efferveſces confiderably with an acid. There is allo 
lime ſtone ; and in the pariſh of Eaſt Calder, about 1 
mile from this town, Lord Morton has a quarry, where 


let me quote a paſiage from a ſurvey, which Mr, Wil. 
Jim has lately made of the eſtates belonging to Sir 
William Auguſtus Cunyngham of Livingſton, Baronet, 
which are in this neighbourhood, contiguous to the ti. 
vers Briech and Almond. * Befide the coal and lime, 
the quantity of good iron ſtone which croſſes theſe ii. 
vers is ſo very great, that if a canal come this way,” 
which has lately been in contemplation, © the vicinity 
of theſe rivers will ſoon become an important ſcene of 
manufactures and very uſeful improvements.” _ 

On the eſtate of Letham, belonging to Sir W. A. 
Cunyngham there is a ſpring of ſulphureous water, It 


does not appear to be different from other fountains df 
that kind. Like the waters of Harrowgate, and other 
ſulphureous ſprings, it has been found to be benefictal 
in various diſeaſes ; but more eſpecially in caſes of ſero- 
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6 the BY acid in caleulous affeQtions, might dad 2 


perſon to ſuppoſe, that it contains a portion of that acid ; 


but it was evident to me, on examination, that it did 


not, Dr. Beddoes, in his Obfervations on the Nature 


nd Cure of Calculus, &c. aſſerts, that it is not the 
carbonic acid, but the alkali ; which is generally admi= 
mſtered along with this acid, which has the medicinal 


efe&t, Perhaps it may be allowed, that they both have 
u tendency to remove this diſeaſe. The alkali then, 
which, in conjunction with the ſulphur, forms the he- 
patic ſmell of theſe waters, may be the principal agent 


which yields relief to patients in caſes of gravel ; and 


the attenuated ſulphur, which conſtitutes a part of the 
hepatic vapour, may be the mean of promoting a cure 


in ſcrofulous diſorders. But the truth is, that in mi- 
teral and calcareous waters there are many combina- 
tions, and volatile ſubſtances, whoſe nature and effects 


re hitherto unknown. 


Eminent and Remarkable Characters. Among the few 
perſons of note in this pariſh, whoſe names have been 
handed down to us, I ſhall begin with Sir James Sandi- 
lands of Calder. He was a man of ability and eminence, 
and being a knight of the order of Malta, he was, by 
his worth and influence, raiſed to the preceptory of 
Torphichen, in the county of Linlithgow, where the 


order to which he belonged had their principal reſidence 
in Scotland, and where the ruins of their houſe and 


chapel are ſtill to be ſeen, He was engaged in ſeveral 


important negotiations during the Reformation of reli- 


Sion in Scotland; and when Popery was overturned, the 
preceptory of Torphichen was converted into a tempo- 
ral barony, and it, d with the title and dignity 


of 


” So Statiftical Acconnt 


of a Lord of Parliament, was conferred on Sir Jang 


for which he immediately paid 10,000 crowns, and be. Antiq 
came bound that 500 merks ſhould be paid annually tg Ks 
the ſovereign, by him and thoſe who ſhould ſucceed him, Jn and 
| The title has remained in the family ever ſince; and former) 


the preſent repreſentative i is the Right Honourable James 
Sandilands Lord Torphichen. This family have long 
been reſpectable, not only for the rank in which they 
are placed, but alſo for their decency of conduct, = 
their attention to the duties of religion. | 
Mr. John Spottiſwood, of the family of chat name in 
Merſe, was parſon of Calder Comitis. He reſided here 
chiefly, during the perilous times of the Reformation. 
When the ferment ſubſided, he was choſen ſuperintend- 


rood an 
the follo 
All 2 
ſed N 
at 15, 
Knight, 
ndrew 


Lord T 


ant of the churches i in Lothian, Merſe; and Teviotdale, hh 
as the biſhops had loſt their power, and the Prelbyte- rehbi{l 
rian form of government, in 1ts preſent ſtate, was not ws fign 
then eſtabliſhed. He diſcharged the duties connetted , ned 
with his ſtation, ſo as to merit reſpect and approbationꝰ | Cald, 
When he became old and infirm, his fon John, at the I 1.1. 
age of 18, ſucceeded him, as parſon of Calder Comitis. nps the 
But he did not long continue in this ſituation: he was We Mr. 
made Archbiſhop of Glaſgow, after the hierarchy of tar Ekeram 
Church of England prevailed in Scotland, as it did for ir 
a time; he was one of King James I. of England's Privy Calder] 
Counſellors ; crowned Charles the Firſt in the chapel of Mick 
Holyroodhoule ; ; and died Archbiſhop of St. Andrew's lage 
He was the ſame Spottiſwood who wrote a ; Hiſtory of Wor 


the Church of Scotland . 1 
Antiquities Im 


| | | R culiarly 

* See Spottiſwood's Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, page 344. and ama 
Þ+ A perſon of the name of Moodie, who appears to have becn à m0. me, f. 
tive or K1Labitapt of this place, was carrier while the plague was in Scot» tte ben 


land to the 'F 
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Wility 2 
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Antiquities —Not many roods to the 8. of Calder 
manſe, ſtands the houſe of Greenbank, which has a gar- 
gen and a few acres of land belonging to it, It was 
formerly in the poſſeſſion of the ſuperintendant Spottiſ. © 
rod and his ſon, as it appears both from tradition, and 
the following quotation from an old deed of conveyance : 
All and whole that manſion houſe, built by the de- 
aſed Mr. John Spottiſwood, grandfather of umquhill, 
at is, deceaſed, Sir John Spottiſwood of Dairſie, 
Knight, and by the deceaſed John Archbiſhop of St. 
Andrew's.” The property was lately purchaſed by 
Lord Torphichen. In the houſe, there is a portrait of 
te ſuperintendant ; and till lately, there was a bed in 
It, which had probably belonged to the family of the 
archbiſhop. The poſts of it were maſly, and had vari- 
ws figures carved upon it. It ſtood in a cloſet, which 
b lined with tapeſtry, in excellent preſervation. . 
Calderhouſe, the ſeat of Lord Torphichen, is ſituated 
little to the W. of the town. In the gallery of paint- 
ugs there, I found the following inſcription on the back. 
if Mr, Knox's picture. Mr. John Knox. The firſt. 
kerament of the ſupper given in Scotland after the Re- 
ormation, was diſpenſed by him in this hall.” Between, 
Caierhouſe and the town, at the top of the paſſage, 
wich leads by the fide of the churchyard, there is a 
ingle plane tree. The trunk of it is 14 feet high, the 
Vor. XIV. | 3A circum- 


95 | ; 
land, IIe thok e to Edinburgh, though the contagion was pe- 


Marly dreadful there. He eſcaped the infection, as it would appear, 

and amaſſed a conſiderable fortune, by being well paid, as we may pre- 

ſlume, ſor the danger which he encountered. He left a ſum of money for 

We benefit of a ſchoolmaſter in Calder, the intereſt of which is annexed 

to the lalary paid by the landholders, for the ſupport of our pariſh ſchool. 

le is alfy ſaid, that he devoted mere of his property to other pur polss 6% 
Wity and henevolence. 
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circumference of the thickeſt part 18 feet, and the bin 
ches ſpread themſelves out at leaſt 30 feet on either fg 
On the whole, it has a grand, x as well as an ancient aj 
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pearance *, 
Ihe church «t Mid-Calder is pull in che Goth 
manner. There is no date nor record, by which th 
time of its erection can be aſcertained. There is onl 
that part of the edifice, which was intended for the cla 
cel. The building muſt either have been ſtopped by 
want of money, or by the agitations which to 
place during the time of the Reformation. The d 
building being too ſmall for the accommodation of ii 
people, it was deemed neceſſary to enlarge it. The ne 
erection is at the W. end; and not being built i int 
ſame ſtyle, rather hurts the appearance without; but! 
additional part is not much ſeen from the ſtreet, Ti 
church within is both neat and commodious. 
On both ſides of the river Almond, but eſpecial 
on the ſouthern banks, from Livingſton, to its couſl 
ence with the ſea below Kirk liſton, which is a ſpa 
of, at leaſt, 14 or 2 5 miles, there have been fou 
many {keletons of the human body remaining in fi 
| coffins. It appears, that the Almond was conſidered 1 
an important paſs, and, on ſome extraordinary occalid 
was obſtinately defended by two contending arm 
Without any poſitive proof, and amidſt many conjectur 
it is impoſſible to know whether it happened when tl 
Saxons drove the natives to the N. fide of the Forth, 0 
in the days when the Picks and Scots were at war, 0 
whel 


ſeen on 
the wa 
one 1: 
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feriptior 
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I hay 
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There are large protuberances upon the tree, where we are told l that b 
jugs were formerly fixed. The word jugs is probably derived fro the en 
the Latin jagum. They are two bent pieces of iron, which were plgiſyaltoge 
locked about the neck of culprits, ſor certain ſmall offences, $0 ff A 18 
kno, the uſe of them 4s now entirely laid abide; 8 s 
dec) 7 


own, was attacked by the Emperor Conſtantine IV. . 
ay, for any thing we can ſhow to the contrary, it may 
ave taken place at ſome critical period, the hiſtory of 
hich has not been tranſmitted to us, and which is now 
© otherwiſe known, but by the dreadful memorials 
hich are held out to us by the remains of ſo many war- 
V́1.pñBVE cen nerf... 
There are ſeveral mounds in this neighbourhoods 
phich appear to be barrows, where dead bodies were de- 
wfted. This mode of burying was as ancient as the 


eve of Troy f. T 


, a conſiderable perſon, or leader, fell, who was buried 
u the churchyard of Eaſt Calder. The ſtone which 
marks the ſpot where his body was laid, is {till to be 
ſeen on the S. fide of the church, at a little diſtance from 
the wall, and nearly oppoſite to the middle of it. The 
tone is a ſegment of an octagon, containing 4 of its ſides. 


- 3 A 2 | It 


That this conflict was about the end of the roth century, between | 
vſtantine and Malcolm, ſeems to be ſupported by the following in- 


ſear Kirkliſton, and which, by the people in the neighbourhood, is called 
Latt Stane, | e IY 85 | 
« In Hoc Tum. Jac. Conſtan. Vic. Via. I.“ 


have ſeen a different copy of this inſcription; but it was not ſo per- 


vere more defaced. It may be objected, that if any of the Romans had 
fallen in this battle, we might have found aſhes and urns; but neither 
bones nor _coflins belonging to them. To which it may be anſwered» 
that burning the dead was not gencral among the Romans, till toward 
the end of the Republic; and that it gradually fell into diſuſe, and was 
altogether laid aſide about th end of the 4th century. | 

See Dalzel's Tranſlation of Chevalier's Plains of Troy, chap. 12-—16- 


| See Fart Buchan's Diſcourſe at the commencement of the Antiquarian So- 


Ue'y in Edinburgh, 
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den Malcolm, the general of the heir of the Scotch 


Report bears, that in the battle which has been alluded 


Kription, which was taken many years ago from a ſtone which ſtands 


tt, and was probably tranſcribed at a later period, when the letters 
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| It bas the reſemblance of a ſpear, or croſs, elevated 91 4 
- pole cut upon the top of it. The warriors name is ſai 
to have been Clair; and hence we may ſuppoſe the pa 

riſh of Eaſt Calder was anciently called Calder Cleri 

? cus : And hence too, perhaps, if he were a Chriſtian, may 

have been derived the ſurname, St. Clair, or Sinclair, 


IWitchcraft.—There is a well known report, that, i 
days of old, witches were burnt at Calder. A moun 
between the northern part of this town, and the bank 
of the river Almond, is pointed out as the ſcene of thei 
ſufferings. But, if ever theſe acts of cruelty wen 
realized in this place, they muſt have been done at { 
remote a period, that nothing but a vague tradition no 
remains. It is an undoubted fact, however, that abou 
the end of the laſt century, perſons accuſed of witch 


| | ENT. w ledg 
craft were examined and watched in the town of Mid 


and, or 


Calder; but it does not appear, that any were doomet ind to 
to the flames. The intention of keeping them in cat = 
finement, was to bring them to a confeſſion of their guilty in 
They were extremely careful te keep them awake, f ſo 


an 1dea was entertained, that if they were permitted i . 


ſleep, their ſpirits left chem, and went abroad to do mi. 
ce 


at tim 
ort to 11 
n witch 
Ployed, 
| 8 a | 5 dad a v 

There are people living at this day, who have in their youth converſe... 
with ſome of thoſe who were employed to guard perſons ſuſpeQcd of 
witchcraft, The method which they took to keep them awake, Was to 
Pierce their fleſh with pins, needles, awls, or other fharp pointed inſt 
ments To reſcue them ſrom that oppreſſion, which ſleep impoſed upon 


1 


lrmly c 
Giſtant 
theſe u 


their almoſt exhauſted nature, they ſometimes made uſe of irons, heated 
to a ſtate of redneſs. Arnot, in his Criminal Trials, mentions devices 0 
cruelty more inhuman ſtill, which, in ſome places, had been exerciſed on 
perſons who were accuſed of a ſpirit of witchcraſt, When thoſe of iu. 


- ferior fort titude refuſed, under the common inſtruments of torture, to 5 
| kaonk 6 
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It behoves us to rejoice, that we live in happier times, 
ten the darkneſs of error is faſt giving way to the 
it of reaſon, truth, and ſcience, As this darkneſs is 
moved, ſo will thoſe opinions, prejudices, and ſpe&res 
|, to which 1gnorance and credulity gave birth. 1 
not ſay, that the belief in witchcraft has entirely left 
| people in this pariſh ; but it appears to have little 
fuence either on their lives or their conduct. While 
me give no credit to it at all, but impute the whole 
Fit to deluſion, the moſt general opinion among the 
mmon people, is, that it did formerly prevail; but 


te are convinced, that the power of the goſpel has now 
tit to flight. May the human mind daily increaſe in 
dom, and aſſert more and more its native dignity, till 
t riſe ſuperior to folly, ſuperſtition, and vice ! 


un ledge thenfelves gu; ley, they in flicted torments upon als; a huſ- 

und, or even a darling infant; adding the moſt exquiſite ſenſibility of 

ind to the acuteſt pains of che body, and thus compelling them to ſay 

u thing which their enemies deſired; as in that ſituation they muſk 

ave preferred death, however dread! ul, to a life of miſery avd dcfpair, 

it among thoſe who were tried for witchcraft, we may believe, that 

aun ſuppoſed, and were convinced, that they were in pofſeſſion of its 

wer, The ſame ſpirit of credulity, which led people, in general, at 
it time, to believe in witchcraft, would induce ſome of the weaker 
rt to imagine, that they were endued with the art. Thoſe who dealed 
n witchcraft uſed enchantments; and among the variety which they em- 
Ployed, it is more than probable, that ſome of thoſe things which they 
Lada wiſh to accompliſh, really took place in the common courſe of 
events, When an inſtance or two of this kind happened, they were as 
imly of opinion, that it was Cone by their power, as the few who, in 
Gſtznt places, even yet pretend to charms, are fully perſuaded, that, by 
theſe means, they can prevent diſaſters, or cure diſcaſes. p 
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NUMBER XXII. 
PARISH or SPEY MOUTH. 


(County and SynoD or Murray, PRESBYTERY 0 
| 15 ELIN.) 


By the Rev. Mr. JauEs GrtLax, 


N Situation, Extent, &c. | 


E pariſh of Speymouth is bounded by the Murry 
1 Frith on the N., and by the river Spey, whid 
ſeparates it from the county of Banff, on the E. | 
extends about 64 miles in length from N. to S., a 
about 14, at an average, in breadth from E. to W. I 
is compoſed of the 2 old pariſhes of Eſſil and Dipple 
which were united in the 1737, when the preſent nam 
was given to the united pariſh, from its ſituation at the 
mouth of Spey. The harbour, or mouth of Spey, 5 
according to obſervation on the ſpot, W. longitude 3 
deg. 6 min., latitude 57 deg, 41 min, * 
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Aſew of the names of the places appear to be of Gaclic extraRi08,% 
Dipple, the name of one of the old pariſhes, is ſaid to ſigniſy the“ black 
| | . 
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Face of the Country, Soil and OEamate At the dit. 0 


ce of about half a mile from the ſea, the ground riſes 
ddenly to a ſmall hill. Beyond this, there is almoſt 
ge continued plain for 3 miles in length, and about 


in breadth, bounded on the ſide towards the river by 
teep bank from 40 to 50 feet in height. At the end 
this plain, the ground again riſes and terminates in a 
ay hill to the S. The foil is for the moſt part light. | 
bout one half of the arable ground is good fertile ſoil, 


ing a light loam, of ſufficient depth, on a bottom of 


ck earth or clay ; the other half is a thin, gravelly, 
arp ſoil, on a hard gravelly bottom; in ſome parts it 


ſandy. The grounds below the bank above mention- 
|, and between it and the river, are almoſt all very 
od ſoil, eſpecially that part towards the . called the 


ugh of Dipple, extending about a mile in length, and 
Iths of a mile in breadth. The cultivated ground lies, 


ir the moſt part, on the fide towards the river; but 
dards the two extrem:ties, it falls back nearly the 
mole breadth of the pariſh, About the middle alſo, 
re are 2 pretty extenſive farms ncar the boundary to 
de W. The cultivated ground is equal to about one 
ird part of the whole extent of the pariſh : the paſture 
round will be about 5j 30 acres : there are about 300 
res in plantations of wood: about 50 acres of moſs 


round: 110 acres of pebbles, or bare beach, along the 


river 


rdeep pool, ”” V12, in the river Spex. EMI, the name of the other, 13 


d to ſignify © lows: Garmouth, or, 25 it is commonly pronounced, and 


rabably Ropld þ De N. itten „Garen . 23 CL n Or V ag — ſituated at the 


rough outlet; either from the ra- 
Pty of the river, or 18 0 roughneſs of the woah ncar its mouth. Balna- 


dul, the „ town of Gaul :* Lunan, a © low lying viace on the ſide of 


tiver.“ 
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river and ſea fide : all the reſt, equal to about the þy 
of the whole extent. of the pariſh, is moor. 


Ihe air is pure, the climate comparatively temper; Tt 
and mild, and the ſituation conſequently healthy, I ray e 
moſt prevalent complaint ſeems to be rheumatii gr t 
which may proceed chiefly from an inattention toy iu tl 
clothes, and from the cold N. E. winds in ſpring. It MW wind 
been long ſaid, that the low part of Murray has 4: fand 
more of fair weather in the year than any other cou and 
try in the N. of Scotland; and this part of it tou cate 
Spey is reckoned the drieſt part of the country. A over 
there is no doubt, that from April to October, we ha larly 
generally much more dry weather than the countngh poſe 
in the neighbourhood. Indeed, what the farmer fea this 
moſt, in the low part of Murray, is the droughts nin 
often take place here in the month of July. But it m2 
be obſerved, that the lightneſs and thinneſs of our fe 7 
in general renders it particularly liable to injury fr the 
drought. For the ſame reaſon, a ſhowery ſummer WM in 
very favourable to it, and even that quantity of ra 170 
which is very hurtful in moſt parts of Scotland throud Ma 
the ſummer, and eſpecially in the higher parts of ill x. 
country in this neighbourhood, is beneficial through th Un 
greateſt part of the low country of Murray, and «yl pre 
cially in this pariſh. Accordingly, in the year 479! Ty 


when there was ſuch a failure in the crop through 1 tl Ty 
greateſt part of Scotland, from the exceſſive rains, it! 2 
belicved, there was a ſufficiency here for the conſump 


con of the country; and that many of our farmers mad 5 
more profit than uſual by that crop, from the nig de 
prices. It has been obſerved by many, that the lun 1 
mers have been more rainy ſince the year 17825 tha 50 


for a conſiderable time before, and that the crops in d 
| 2 


ſum 
that 
11 O 
ar 
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dry light grounds have conſequently been better, The 
medium depth of rain water 3 in a "your, will be 
about 24 inches. | 

The moſt prevalent winds all along the coaſt of Mur- 
ray Are from the 8. W. They may be ſaid to prevail 
for two-thirds of the year. Perhaps the greateſt defect 
in the temperature of our climate is the cold N. E. 
winds, that commonly prevail in the months of April g 
and May, which often retard the growth of the corns, 
and eſpecially of the graſs, and are very ſevere on deli- 
cate conſtitutions. This is an inconvenience that is felt 
over almoſt all the E. coaſt of Britain; but is particu- 
arly ſo in fituations like this, which are open, and ex- : 
poſed to the N. and E. Perhaps it might tend to leſſen 
this inconvenience, if {trips of wood were planted at cer- 
uin diſtances where the country is level. | 


Population, &c.—According to Dr. Webſter's report, 
the population in 1755 was 994. The number of ſouls 
in this pariſh, according to an accurate un taken in 

1792, is 1347. | 
Males,”* - = - ©»: : G55 Prem 20 to 5, 522 
Females, „„ 5 From 50 to 70, 216 
Under 10 years of age, 304 From 7o to 8, 86 
From 10 to 20, ͤ 210 From 80 to go, 19 
Two or three of which laſt are go, or on the verge of it, 
The number of houſes inhabited is 310. The number 
of perſons to a family is 44, at an average.— The re- 
giſter of baptiſms, deaths, and marriages is not com- 
plete for many years paſt, as the people will not always 
be at the trouble, and expenſe to have them recorded. 
This has been the caſe, eſpecially ſince the duty was im- 
poſed. But, from notes taken by the mizuſter for ſome 

Xs XIV. 1 time 
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PE time paſt, the average number of marriages for a year 
appears to be 10; of deaths, 28; of baptiſms, 43. Th, 
number of the males baptiſed 1 is to that of the females 
as 17 to 16 *. 

There are in this pariſh at conſent E2 Engliſh i 
Hie There are 5 of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion; 40 
Roman Catholicks ; all the reſt are of the Eftabliſhed 
Church.— There are 71 farmers, 8 weavers, tailor, 
5 blackſmiths, 3 coopers, 10 joiners, 32 ſhip carpenter 
and blockmakers, 20 ſawers, 8 ſaw millers, 3 corn mil. 
lers, 30 ſeamen, 6 ſhopkeepers, 45 ſalmon fiſhers, 8 
ferrymen, 5 inn and ale-houſe keepers ; ; the reſt are 
fervants, cottagers, day-labourers, carriers, &c. 


Agriculture. —This cannot be ſaid to be yet in a ſtat 
of great improvement in this pariſh in general, Some 


*The pariſh regiſter was kept by a former miniſter, from the 1131 to 
| the 1750; and as it has every appearance of uncommon Rs it may 
be proper to inſert ſome notes from it here, 

The number of ſouls in the pariſh in the year 1716. is ſtated to be 994, 
of which the examinable perſons are $44; the children not examinable 

150. The average of baptiſms for a year, of 9 years, of which the above 
year (1739) is the middle, that is, from 1732 to 1740, incluſive, is 3 
_ 9-9ths. The number of males baptiſed during all theſe years is 162; of 
females, is 160. The average of marriages for the ſame time is 8. The 
average of burials is 24 1-9th; of which there is about 1 5th more of ſe 
males than males; viz. males 10 $-gths, femalcs 13 2-9ths. A greater 
number of years is not taken, becauſe the regiſter is not complete before 
the year 1732, and becauſe, in the 1741 and 1742, there is an extraordi- 
nary number of deaths, no leſs than 112 for theſe 2 years. This uncom- 
mon mortality is to be accounted for, partly from the ſmall pox which 
raged at that time. But it may probably be alſo accounted for, in ſome 
meaſure, from the great failure in crop 1740. It is ſaid in the pariſh re. 
Cord, that a faſt was appointed by the ſynod in November 1740, on dt. 
count of the threatened famine. From the ſame e cauſe, perhaps, the bap- 
"as are ſo few in 1742, | 
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f the better ſort of the farmers raiſe turnips and arti. 
kcial grafſes, but not to the extent that could be wiſhed. 
Their general mode of cropping 1s, 2 crops of oats after 
grals; then barley or bear (big) with dung ; or, inſtead 
of this, turnips, potatoes, and peaſe, and then bear; 
next oats with graſs ſeeds, of peaſe and rye after the 
bear; and then oats with graſs ſeeds. The graſs is cut 
for hay the firſt 2 years; is paſtared on for a year or 


rs year: 
1. Wl > more; and then broken up for oats as before. The 
; WM proportions for graſs ſeeds generally uſed are, 12 1b. red 


dover, and 5 Ib. of white, with 2 buſhels rye graſs. 
They generally find profit in adding 2 Ib. more of red 
over, and half a buſhel, or even a buſhel of rye graſs: 
They have begun to add 2 or 3 Ib. of rib graſs, for the 


le 

ne WI fake of the paſture. In the low grounds, near the river, 
of bey raiſe ſome wheat, and this generally after turnips 
r potatoes. The proportion of ground under graſs in 
„lach farms, will not generally be above 1-fourth of the 
hole. 29 . . 
„dus mode of farming will appear faulty from the 
die great proportion that is under crop. But the practice 
ov Wi of the leſſer farmers, who are by far the greateſt num- 


ter, is ſtill more objectionable. Their common method 
+ s to take 2 or 3 crops of oats after ley; then bear with 
b. bung; then a crop, partly oats, partly rye ; then 2 crops 
ter Wi tore: of oats ; and when the ground is now ſufficiently 
tthauſted, to leave it out in ley or natural graſs. Some- 
n. {Wes they ſow a little peaſe the ſecond crop after the 
ich round has been dunged for bear; and this gives theni 
m additional crop of oats, which is their great object. 
„ Illis very common here to mix about a fourth or fifth 
7- kert of rye with the oats; the firſt or ſecond crop after | 
| bear; and this they account a very profitable method, 
302 as 
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as they ſay they have the rye over and above what they 

would otherwiſe have in oats. They allow the ground 
to reſt in ley, ſometimes 4 years, but generally no more 
than 3: The proportion of ſuch ley is not above a fifth 
or even a fixth of their farm. This frequency of crop 
ping will no doubt appear ſtrange ; yet it is not peculiar 
to this place. It was pretty much the univerſal prac. 
| Lice over the N. of Scotland, not very many years ago, 
and is ſtill pretty general among the ſmaller tenants; 

They ſeem to acknowledge the error of this practice 
: here, but ſay, they cannot do otherwiſe, as they muf 

raiſe ſo much corn, for bread to their families, and fod. 
der to their cattle. Oats is the ſtaple produce of the 
pariſh, and ſeem to anſwer beſt with the ſoil in general, 
The oats here generally uſed are of a kind peculiar to 
the place, called Haugh or Dipple oats ; and when ſom 
in ground properly prepared, are of an excellent qua. 
lity. They are a middle kind, between the early and 
late oats ; and are beginning to be in requeſt in the 
neighbourhood. Rye ſucceeds very well in. our light 
ſoil. In ſome places, barley is uſed ; but in gener 
Scots bear or big is preferred, as a richer crop. Neither 
the one or the other are found to ſucceed very well uf 
the upper parts of the pariſh ; nor are peaſe or. red cl0- 
ver found to anſwer well, except in the grounds belo 
the bank or nigh the Spey. To produce graſs fit ivr 
making hay, or peaſe, or even barley or bear, in anf 
proportion, lime is found neceſſary in moſt parts of tis 
ground above the bank. But with the aſſiſtance of lime 
all theſe crops ſucceed very well: and, from the exp 

- rience of the beſt farmers in this neighbourhood, it 
found, that lime is particularly adapted to light, thur 
dxy ſou}, eſpecially ſuch as has been originally improbe 


0u 
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ont of moor, and is conſequently of a mooriſh nature. 
On ſuch a ſoil, it is found to have the moſt powerful 
effect, and to make it produce the above mentioned 
crops, VIZ. graſs, peaſe, and bear or barley, in abun- 
dance, which it would not do before, even with the beſt 8 
drefling and dunging. This effect it muſt produce, not only 
from its acting as a ſtimulus, but from its power alſo 
of deepening the ſoil, and eſpecially of retaining the i 
moiſture ; a circumſtance of the firſt importance in thin, 
light, dry ground. Our farmers here are ſenſible of the 
great benefit of lime to their grounds ; but ſome cannot 
afford, and others grudge the expenſe; and thus not a 
great deal is yet uſed. It is to be had from. the diſtance 
of about 6 or 7 miles, in the pariſhes of Boharm and 
Keith, in the county of Banff, of the beſt quality; and 
when carried by the owners, as it generally is, it coſts _ 
about gd. the boll; that is, 3 Wincheſter buſhels pretty 7 
nearly: when brought only to the other fide of the 
Spey, it coſts generally 7d. or 54d. The trouble and 
expenſe of ferrying it over the Spey 1s a great and al- 
moſt unſurmountable bar to the general uſe of it here. 
Among the many advantages that would reſult from a 
bridge over Spey, the removing of this difficulty would 
be one of the moſt important, not only to this pariſh, 
but to all the eaſtern part of Murray. 

Turnips and potatoes anſwer extremely well in our 
light ſoil, even without lime. But as our grounds ate 
almoſt all unencloſed, and cattle and ſheep, for the moſt 
part, go at large du ing the winter, there is a great diſ- 
couragement in raiſing turnips, and little are therefore 
yet raiſed, There is nearly the ſame inconvenience 
with reſpe& to ſown graſs ; the ſheep cither pluck it 
ap by the root, or eat it ſo bare, as to prevent its com- 


ing 
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ing to any perfection in the ſummer. Even our lefl 
farmers are ſenfible of the great advantage of turnipg 


and ſown graſs ; but as they have almoſt all ſome ſheep, 
and are unwilling to Keep them during the winter, they 
#hooſe rather to forego this advantage. The better for! 
of farmers endeavour to enforce winter keeping ; but 


the attempt is generally very unpopular and trouble. 
ſome, and oft- times ineffectual. It is to be hoped, that 
it will ſucceed better by degrees. Every family raiſes 
⁊ certain quantity of potatoes. The farmers raiſe them 
often without dung, and even in the grounds that are 
moſt exhauſted. They plough the ground 3 or 4 times, 
and plant them after the plough in the end of April or 


beginning of May. 1 hey harrow them at different 


times; and ſometimes give them a very ſhallow plough- 
ing before they begin to ſpring above ground. This 


they find leſſens the trouble of hoeing, but it renders 


| them ſomewhat later. Planting them without dung, has 
alſo this effect; nor is the crop ſo rich as it would bt 
with dung; but it is {till tolerable, if the ground be kept 


clean, and the potatoe is thought better in quality. 
For barley or bear, it is the practice here, and through 
al Murray, to give 3 plonghings ; one after harveſt; 


dne in April, and the laſt, with dung, from the middle 
of May to the 8th of June, which is thought the bc 


time for ſowing this grain here. For oats after bear, 
they give one ploughing in ſpring : for oats, after ley 


or graſs, they plough after harveſt, or after the firit 


ſtrong froſt, Sometimes they give a rib furrow to the 
ley in harveft, or early in autumn, in order to rot the 


| fward in due time. For a ſecond or third ſucceſſive 
crop of oats, and for a crop of rye, they almoſt always 


give a rib furrow after harveſt ; and this is. found to 
| anſwer 
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luer well. Oats are on in the month of A pril; 


f peaſe about the ſame time; rye after harveſt, or in ; 


% Wl March. The produce, at an average, will not be above 


* The plougb generally uſed is of the ſmall kind, 
here called the Englith plough. In ſome of the We 
grounds, they uſe the Scotch plough, ſomewhat leſs and 
lighter than of old; and this, when properly conſtruct- 
ed, is perhaps the beſt form of any, in every kind of 
ſal. 


of ſwine or hogs about 40. The better ſort of farmers 
keep horſes of a good ſize, 2 of which are able to draw 


ſmaller ſize, but ſtrong and hardy. The cattle are ge- 
really of a ſmall ſize; ſuch as when fed for the butcher, 


dome time ago, the Linton breed was ſought after, as 


nuch coarſer, and they were not found to thrive ſo well 
vith our paſture, as the old native breed of the coun- 


native breed is therefore now preferred here, and almoſt 


f al over Murray. Their wool 1s of the fineſt quality, 


*proaching, it is ſaid, to the Cheviot and Shetland wool, 


© Wl fiey will generally weigh, when fed for the butcher, 
bout 7 or 8 Ib. the quarter. The better ſort of farm- 
© Wer uſe ploughs drawn by 2 ſtout horſes. Some few ule 
$ 


or 8 oxen in the plough. But the moſt common 
draugh: 


Q 
r 


4 bolls the acre. The pariſh will ſupply itſelf for com- 


The number of horſes in the pariſh will be about 
194; of black cattle about 636; of ſheep about 2000; 


; plough ; but the generality of the horſes are of 2 


will weigh from 20 to 22 ſtone. A mixture of the 
Highland breed is now generally preferred and adopted 
dl over this country, as being the handſomeſt and moſt 
hardy. The ſheep are generally of a very ſmall kind. 


being of a larger ſize. But their wool was found to be 


try; nor was their fleſh thought ſo delicate. The old 


If Pe II po” 
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draught for the plough in this pariſh is 2 horſes of; 
moderate fize, with 4 oxen, or a mixture of oxen and 


hi guer 
Carmo 


cows behind them; ſometimes 2 horſes with 2 oxen ; 70G 
and ſome are now beginning to plough with 2 oxen on. , 95 
ly. There are about 140 carts in the pariſh, almoſt al cpriſing 
of x horſe draught ; and this 1 18 found to be thy moſt NA x of 
convenient mode. | rm. | 
There are 3 corn mills within the EY to one or . 
other of which all the lands in the par iſh are aſtriqel aly fror 
The multure, or the proportion paid for grinding the n ta 
corns, will be about an eleventh part of the quantity indu 
ground. The tenants are likewife bound to ſupport the # = 
milt-huuſe and dam, and to carry the mill- ſtones, It Miu: 40 
were better that mills were generally lard open, and their fan 
that, inftead of high multures and mill- ſervices, 2 pro E 
portionable additional rent were Paid by the tenant u berg 
5 che landlord directly. eneſtion 
political 

Kate of Fas, Rent of Lands, &c.—The fra] in 15 
this pariſh are generally of very ſmall extent. There are WMnrouce, 
about 6 from 60 to 80 acres in extent, and from gol. toe nthe 
5ol. of rent, which employ 2 ptoughs ; about 3 or 4 fron —_ 
40 to 59 acres, and from 201. to 3-1. rent; about 15, from... 
20 to 35 acres, and from 10l. to 201. rent, All the reli, Hurd. 
being nearly double the number of the former, are from 4 an 
10l. down to 51, or even 41. rent, and of a proportion. Ning 
able extent in acres; and moſt of theſe have a ſeparate WW xjivh. 
plongh. The rent of the lands in the country part of wo N 


the pariſh, is from 15s. to 55. the acre. The average 

will be very nearly 108. the acre on the whole. The 2 
lands belonging to the town of Garmouth, are let at from I bores, 
208. to 30s. the acre, and fome imall parts as high 3 the ex 


ad th 
But the average will be about 255. the acre. Tis WM = ff 
6 higber 
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jigher rent ariſes from the nopulonſtel of the town of 
x Kriouth, and the e greater demand „ 


Vor. XIV. 5 I The 


„The above account of the ſmall extent of our farms, will appear 
furprifing to moſt people. But it is to be obſerved, that the greater 
part of the North of Scotland, about 30 years ago, was let in ſwall 
rms, And there can be little doubt, that farms, of a moderate 
atent, are the moſt favourable to the population of a country. The 
armers of this pariſh, who only labour from 14 to 20 acres, and pay 
ly from 61. to 91. of rent, ſupport families of healthy children, have 


be den taught to read, and generally to write a little, and train them 
to Wi induſtry and virtue. They will alſo perhaps accommodate a cot- 
i uger with a houſe on their ſmall farm, ſome poor or infirm relations 


r 2 tradeſman, or day-labourer, Six ſuch farms may ſupport per- 
ky: 40 perſons, young and old, beſides accommodating cottagers and 

keit families. But all theſe together, would be reckoned but a ſmall 

« moderate farm in many places, and would not probably ſupport 

above a dozen of perſons. If, then, the number of the people be the 
ſrength of a nation, there ſeems little room to doubt, in anſwering the 
queſtion as to the propriety of large or ſmall farms, that in a public or 
political view, as well as that of humanity, the latter are to be preferred 
tothe former. The mode of cultivation, and of laying out the lands, will 
lot probably be in ſo improved a taſte in ſmall as in large farms; but the 
produce, on the whole, it is probable, will be equal, and even much greats 


toe in the article of grain, which is the moſt valuable. And even as to the 
m epping and laying out of the ground, the proprietor may take care 
tat this be done in a proper manner, by a little attention in laying down 
9 fegulations in the tenant's leaſe, and ſeeing that theſe regulations be fol- 
ed. And as to the improvement of new grounds, he may alſo ſecure 
m that point ag effectually, by binding the tenant in the ſame way. And 
2 eren with reſpect to the proprietor's intereſt, which muſt always be A 
lt:ding conſideration, it is preſumed, that ſmall tenants can afford to pay 
* 8 high a rent as greater ones, ſrom their ſuperier induſtry and attention; 
nn if one ſhould now and then fall in arrears, the riſk 1 is not ſo great Sq | 
91 when the ſame thing happens to a greater tenant ; or if the proprietor's | 
* tereſt ſhould ſuffer a little, ſor it cannot be a great deal, yet he has the 


laisfaRion of giving ſupport to a greater number of people, which, it is 


boped, win always be an object of no ſmall confideratien with many. 
the extent of farms ſhould vary, according to the quality of the ſoil, 
NL the circumſtances of the country, The beſt general rule ſcems to 

be 
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The real rent of the whole lands of the pariſh cannot 


be exactly aſcertained, as one part (the lands of Gar. 


mouth) is feued out, and is moſtly in the poſſeſſion of 
the feuars themſelves. Beſides the lands, there is a very 


valuable ſalmon fiſhing on Spey, belonging to this pariſh, 


from the ſea for 42 miles up the river. The real rent of 


| this fiſhing is conſiderably greater than that of the lands 


in the pariſh, The valued rent of the lands is 2411. 
178. 1d. Scotch money. The valued rent, of the — 


is 25411, 178. 8d. Scotch. 


A Duke of Gordon i 1s proprietor of the 


greater part of the lands of this pariſh, and ſuperior of 
the reft. Of the fiſhery on Spey i in this pariſh, he is pro- 
Prietor of 9-gths. The Earl of Murray is proprietor df 


the remaining 2- gths.. There is a conſiderable number 


of ſmaller heritors or feuars, who have feus of different 


extent of the lands of Garmouth, all holding of the Duke 


of Gordon as ſuperior. The greater part of them rcſide 


in Garmouth, and poſſeſs their own feus. Several of 
them are in opulent circumſtances. One keeps a carriage, 


FFF 
1 * 7 | 

be, to allow as much ground to a farm as can be labourcd with one 

Plough; much leſs than this, would be a loſs to the tenant. Here and 

there, however, there ſhould be larger farms, and farmers of greater 

ability and fill, to give examples of new and more improved modes 

of culture, and thereby introduce improvements into the country at large 


The Duke of Gordon, agreeably to that humane ſyſtem which he follons 


on all his eſtates, on renewing, of late, the leaſes in this pariſh, conti 


nued 2lmoft all the ſmall tenants in their poſſeſſions; and ſuch of the 


farmers as had ſubtenants, he took bound to continue them alſo in the 
grounds they had beſore, or to allow them an equivalent in ſome other 
part of their farm, if that were more convenient, according to the judg: 
ment of men mutually choſen. This is an example that ought to be 


generally followed, as it tends to pre vent ſubordinate oppreſſion, 3 and to 


keep the people in the country, 


Church, Ftbools Poor, &e.—The church was built in 


the year 1732, ſoon after the annexation of the pariſhes, 
in a centrical ſituation for the united pariſh ; but though 


of ſo late a-date, is in very bad condition. The manſe 


yas built about the ſame time, at a little diſtance from 
the church, and. lately underwent a thorough repair. 
The offices were rebuilt of late. The ſtipend, by decreet 
of annexation 1731, is 77 bolls I firlot 2 pecks bear, 


32 bolls 14 Peck oatmeal, at 82 ſtone the boll, and 340l. 
Scotch. The glebe is about 25 acres, being given as an 


equivalent for the two glebes of the annexed pariſhes: 


The Earl of Murray and Sir. William Gordon of Gor- 
donſtown, preſent per vices. Our boll in Murray is very 
near the Linlithgow meaſure, and 14 boll, nearly equal to 


the quarter Engliſh, is generally allow-ed for a boll of oats. 


Ihe parochial ſchool, was ſome time ago ſixed at Gar- 


mouth, though at one extremity of the pariſh, as being i 
the moſt pqpulous place. The ſchoolmaſter's' ſalary is 


dt bolls meal, and 2+ bolls bear. He has alſo 100 merks 


as the intereſt of 2000 merks, mortified by a Mr. Patrick 
Gordon, watch maker in Edinburgh, for the behoof of a 


lhoolmaſler; in this his native place *, 


80 2 I The 


* He has 21. Sterling as ſeſſion clerk; 18. for every oroclumgtion of - 


marriage ; 4d. for every baptiſm recorded ; 4d. for every certificate grant- 
ed by the kirk-ſeſſion, and as much for every extract. The ſchool fees 
are, 18. the quarter for teaching reading; Is. 4d. for reading and writing: 


15. 84. for arithmetic; and 28. for Latin: For book-keeping, half a gui- 


nes. The number of ſcholars is generally from 40 to 50. The number 


ck Latin ſcholars is now much leſs than it uſed to be here, and at all our 
ſchools in the N. We have lately got another ſchoolmaſter at the other 


end of the pariſh, from the Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge. He has 1ol. Sterling a year from the Society. The Duke of 


Gordon gives him a houſe and kail yard, and 21. Sterling; and he has 25 
merks mortified for the ſchoolmaſter of one of the old pariſhes, by one of 


Vic anceſtors of the Earl of Fife. The number of ſcholars at this ſchool 


may 
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will amount to about 201. Sterling in the year, dues for 
the mortcloth, and 41. 3s. 4d. Sterling a year; mortifieq 


| tal pariſhes 1 in this neighbourhood * 


The number on our poor? s roll is qcurinlh about 44; 
The poor's funds are the collections at the church, which 


for the poor of this pariſh by the above mentioned Wil. 
liam Duff, Eſq. of Dipple, anceſtor of the Earl df 


: Fife, and paid by his Lordſhip. That gentleman, much 


to his honour, made ſimilar charitable donations to ler. 


/ 


Prices and Wager —Beef and e are ſold at from 
24. to 4d. the pound Dutch. The average price will be 


about 24d.; a hen 74; a duck 8d. ; eggs 2d. the dozen; 
butter 6d. the pound Dutch, of 17+ oz. The boll d 
bear or barley, nearly the Linlithgow meaſure, has for 


theſe 10 years paſt, been generally from 1 58. to 183, 


_ oatmeal at 8 ſtone, 138. Ad.; wool 188. the ſtone of 11 
Ib. Dutch, The wages of men ſervants have been tripled 


within 


may be about 3o, at an average; and there are ſometimes as many more 
at an evening ſchool, kept in the winter by this ſchoolmaſter. Theres 
another mortification of 2 5 merks, for the ſchoolmaſter of the other oi 
pariſh, left by the ſame anceſtor of the Earl of Fife, and now enjoyed 


by a ſupperannuated teacher. Beſides theſe, there are 2 or 3 poor we- 
men in the pariſh, who teach children to read. Even the pooreſt of the 


people take care to have all their children taught to read, and moft ol 
the boys learn a little writing and arithmetick. 

The ſeſſion-clerk has 21., and the kirk-officer 2 1. 2-year of ſalary out 
of the poor's funds. There are commonly two general diftributions in tit 
year, and occaſional ſupplies are given to the moſt neceſſitous. Poor's rates at 
not known in this part of the country, and perhaps the poor are on as proper 4 


_ Footing. The ſupplies granted from the ſeſſion- funds, and by the private Chis 


rities of the people at large, are ſufficient to preſerve the poor from ſuffering 
much from want, and there is leſs danger of abuſe, and of encouraging idle- 
nefs. In populous cities, where the conditions of the poor cannot generaly 9% * 
{0 well known, and ia countries in a very different fituation, poor's Tate? 3% 
ne doubt, very proper and even neceſſary. 
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Fithin theſe 40 years. A rn, or qulified mart 
eryant, will now have from 31. 10s. to 4l. in the half 
year 3 a ſecond rate ſervant, or a lad from 14 to 20 years 
of age, who can drive horſes, from 21. to 3l.; - 2 woman 
ſervant about a farm houſe, 208. for the half year; 2 
nan for the harveſt Il. 5s. ; a woman for the ſame 16s, ; 
day labourer 9d. a day, or 6d. with his victuals, for g i 
nonths in the year, and 5d. with 2 meals during the 
inter months. In harveſt he will have 18. a day, or rod. 
and2 meals; a woman has 3d. a day and e and 766 
and 2 meals 1 in harveſt „„ 


ich 


for 


ich 


a only village that deſerves notice is 
Garmouth, or, as it is commonly pronounced, Garmach, 
lt is fituated at the mouth of Spey; contains about 620 
mhabitants ; is a burgh of barony, and has an annual 
u fair. The lands belonging to this place, extending to 
led bout 240 acres, with a right on an extenſive common, 
uin WY are held by a conſiderable number of feuars of the Duke 
of Gordon. The feus are of different extent. Moſt of 
i WY the feuars refide in Garmouth ; poſſeſs their own feus, 
ol! Bi and live comfortably ; 3 and ſeveral, from ſucceſs in va- 


rious | 
wo- | 
te RD 5 3 . 1 
c e wages of men ſervants for the half year, have riſen above one 
third within theſe 7 years; and ſeem rather too high for this part of 
4 tte country. It is alſo a pretty general complaint, that they do leſs | 
* work than when they had much leſs wages. To remedy this inconve- 
3 lence, the beſt method ſeems to be, to employ married ſervants more 
= than has been done in this part of the country for ſome time paſt, and 
8 to accommodate them, and day-labourers and tradeſmen, with houſes 
ring nd other conveniences on the farms, This will encourage them to ſettle 
ale 5 the country. The greater farmers are beginning to ſee the conve- 
© mience of having ſome married ſervants. As they cannot ſo eaſily re- 


move their lamilies, they are leſs given to change, and, by conſequence, 
more ſtudious to pleaſe. Their children, tao, by encreaſing the number, 
wih lellen the wages of ſervants. | b 


7 
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rious purſuits in life, are in opulent circumſtances, Tu l, tk 
greater part of the houſes in this place are of mud, Tue ver. 

mud, when made into mortar, is well mixed with ſtray: Indes, 
and the more ſtraw, it is thought the better. For 4 The 


a foot from the foundation, they think it better u dream 


build ſtones with the mud. After this, the only pre. 
eaution that ſeems neceſſary i is to make a ſtop at every 
a or z feet more height, that the wall may dry, and be. 
come firm before they proceed further. Theſe houſe, 
if well thatched, are very dry, cloſe, and comfortable 
and laſt a very long time. They are ſometimes bull 
the height of 2 ſtoreys. It adds to the look and dum. 
en if the walls are harled with lime on the om 
| The river r of Spey and Harbour. The river i r riſs kat! 
on the borders of Lochaber, and runs through Badenoch The 
and Strathſpey, until it comes within about 8 miles df ſoft g 
the ſea, nearly in the direction of N. E.; it then uns runs 
due N., and falls into the Murray Frith at Garmouth bpey 
after a courſe of about 85 miles. It is ſaid to derive its de in 
name from a Pictiſh word, ſignifying froth, from the 
rapidity of its ſtream. It is the moſt rapid river in 
Scotland, and, except it be Tay, is the largeſt; ad 
though it does not ordinarily appear fo large as Tay, it rus : 
is thought by ſome to run as much water in the year. mall 
Its fall from the Boat of Bog, nigh Gordon Caſtle, to [nan 
the ſea, the diſtance only of 3 miles, is 60 feet. Beloy 
this, it runs in a flat of about a mile in breadth, between coun 
the Bank of Bellie on the one tide, and that of Spey-l © 
mouth on the other, which there is every appearance 


pear: 

that it has formed *®, From the great fall towards the BM tun 
| | | _ fea, i grov 

abou 


* The ſimilar appearance of the rock and clay on both fides, bil 


boi ol a red colour, naturally Icads to the cencluſion, that they were - 
| joinec⸗ 
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* : 


The Mice, the tide 45 not flow 40555 half a mile up che ri- 
Tue er. The ordinary * of water on the bar at 4 
tides, is from 8 to 91 feet. | 

bout The greateſt inconvenience of the lchowe 3 18, - that the 


pre. down in a flood ſuch quantities of gravel as ſhift the 
very Co, a little, eſpecially at the entrance of the har 
But there are always good pilots at the place ; 


Carmouth. Some of them of 350 tons burden, have been 
ul going and coming for theſe 7 years, without any parti. 


ara i cular detriment or inconvenience. There has never 


le, been any attempt to build a pier; and, from the above 
cauſe, it is to be feared that it would not ſucceed, or 


riſe that the expenſe would exceed the value of the trade. | 


10h The ſhore on both ſides, all along the bay of Spey, 18 


3 of Ml (oft gravel, for 5 or 6 miles, excepting one rock, which 
runs runs out a little into the fea, about 3 miles W. from 


uth, e Ipey, and 1s hidden at high water; ſo that a veſſel will 
e it de in no great danger, if there be a neceſſity, in running 
th | | aſhore 


joined, and that the river once run g; o ſeet above its preſont level, along the 


ear. mill ſtones and pebbles in this plain, which have the appearance of being 
toe wonded and ſmoothed by running water, and the bank behind which has 
the appearance of being formed by the ſame, ſcem to ſtrengthen this con- 
jure, But at this time, far beyond all the hiſtorical records of the 
veel country, the appearance of the ſurſace of the earth muſt have been very 


ey. different from the preſent. The river, at preſent, runs ſtraight into the 


fea, But there is a tradition, and indeed a plain evidcnce, from the ap- 


pearance of the ground, that it has once taken a ſudden turn within a ſew 
hundred yards of the ſea, and run weſtward in a narrow cut of hollow 
ſea, ground, parallel to the ſhore, now called the Lin, and entered the fea 
ing «out 3 miles to the W. of its preſent mouth, oppoſite to a hill yet 
once (allo Spe $ Law, 


fream, by its ſtrength and rapidity, ſometimes bringg 


of many veſſels belonging to the Engliſh Company at 


extenſive plain which begins at Orton, about 8 nules from the ſea, and 
„ ui runs nearly the whole length of the pariſh of Speymouth to the fea. The 
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aſhore at hagh water, withis this ſpace, keeping clear 
only of this one rock : and accordingly ſeveral have here 
Tun aſhore without much damage. | 


1 Fiſhing on . e fiſh in Spey are, the 


| Falmon z a trout, called kere the white trout, of about 


2 or 3 lb. weight, which comes in March, and continues 


for ſome months, and is very delicate : the grilſe, which 
begins about the middle of June, and continues unti 
the end of Auguſt ; this is here believed to be the young 
Falmon : the finnic, which comes about the end of Au. 
guſt, and continues to the end of October. There is alſo 

a ſmall ſpotted trout found near the mouth of the river, 
All theſe afford excellent diverſion to the angler. But 

| the ſalmon is the chief object; and of this there is 1 
very valuable fiſhing on the river, and along the ſhore 
near it. This fiſhing, for the whole extent of this pa- 
riſh, and ſome diſtance above it, belongs to the Duke 
of Gordon, excepting 2-9ths of what is in this pariſh, 
which belong to the Earl of Murray. The fiſhing be. 
Jonging to this pariſh extends for about 44 miles up the 
river from. the ſea, Mr. Richardſon of Perth, and Mr, 
Gordon of Portſoy, have it in leaſe. The fiſhing here be. 
gins on St. Andrew's day, and ends the 26th of Augult, 
There is ſeldom, however, any regular fiſhing until a- 
bout the beginning of February. Until about the be. 
ginning of May, the greateſt part of the fiſh is ſent freſh 
in ice to London. From that time, the greateſt part is 
boiled, and ſent to the ſame market. Very little 1: 
now ſalted ſor exportation, as there is a ſufficient de- 
mand at the London market; and the countries to which 


the ſalted ſalmon was formerly ſent, are now ſupplied 


in a great meaſure from America, The price of ſalmon 
= | ar 


aL 
ere 
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it the river fide is 41d. the Ib., which is thought very 
high, The ſending of ſalmen freſh in ice to London, 
is but a late diſcovery, and adds greatly to the value of 


| our ſalmon fiſhings, as the fiſh fetches a much higher 


price in this way than in any other. Mr. Richardſon 
of Perth is ſaid to have the merit of introducing this 
practice. The fiſhing is carried on with ſmall boats, 
called Cobles, with 8 men and an overſeer, here called 
a Kenner, to each. The crew is changed every 12 hours. 
Our fiſhers are reckoned uncommonly ſkilful in this bu- 
fneſs. This ariſes from the difficulties attending the 
fiſhing on Spey, from the rapidity of the river and o- 
ther circumſtances. The fiſhers have about 11. 15s. of 
fixed wages, each man, for the ſeaſon. They have 6d. 
each, when they catch 6 fiſh or more within the 12 
hours, and 3d. when they catch only 4.: when they 
catch beyond a certain number, they have a ſtill farther 
allowance. In this way, they will make from 41. to 61. 


in a ſeaſon. They have bread and beer, as much as is 


neceſſary, while they are working, and a bottle of ſpi- 
nts among the crew for the 12 hours they are em- 
ployed *. N 


Mood. Trade. — At Garmouth, or the mouth of Spey, 
there is a wood-trade, the moſt conſiderable, it is ſup- 
poſed, of any in Scotland, for home wood. The wood 
is moſtly fir, with ſome little oak and birch. It comes from 
the extenſive foreſts in Strathſpey and Badenoch, belong- 
ing to the Duke of Gordon, Sir James Grant of Grant, 

Vor. XIV. 5 3 D Mr. 


The hardſhips which theſe people a without any inconvenience, 
in wading in the water, often above the knee, during the winter and ſpring, and 
remaining in wet clothes perhaps for 12 hours, will appear almoſt incredible ta 
Uſe who have not Witneſſed it. Yet ſuch is the wonderful effect of habit. 
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Mr. M4ntoſh of MeIntoſh, and Mr. Grant of Rothe. 
murchus; and is floated down the river Spey in deals, 

planks, logs, and ſpars. The medium prices of the beſt 

timber are as follows: Spar wood, from 16 to 24 feet 
long, and from 5 to 8 inches ſquare, at 5d. to 8d. the ſolid 

foot; logs, in the round form, 10 to 20 feet long, and 11 
to 18 inches diameter, at 18. the folid foot 3 inch plank, 
— 17 feet long, and 10 inches broad, at 38. the piece; 2 inch 
plank, 12 feet long, and 10 inches broad, at 28. the 
piece; 14 inch deals, 12 feet long, and 8 inches broad, 
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at 1s. the piece; 14 inch deals, 10 feet long, at 10d. 
the piece; ſcantling, cut to any dimenſions the timber 
will allow, at 18. and 18. 2d. the ſolid foot. The wood 
is partly fold at Garmouth, to the people of the adh. 


| cent country ; but the greater part is carried coaſtwiſe Worted 1 
” by ſhipping. There are feveral perſons engaged in this | e. 


trade at Garmouth ; but, for ſome years paſt, the greater 
part of it has been carried on by an Engliſh Company. 
Two capital wood merchants, Mr. Dodſworth of Jerk, 
and Mr. Oſbourne of Hull, about 8 years ago, purchaſed 
of the Duke of Gordon, the extenſive foreft of Glen 
more, in Strathſpey, about 50 miles from the ſea; and 
_ tince that time, they have carried on the trade with 
great ſpirit. They employ a great many hands, at the 
foreſt of Glenmore, in felling the trees, and manufac- 
turing them into plank, deals, maſts, &c., and in pre- 
paring the floats. The plank, deals, and maſts are fent 
down the Spey in rafts, conducted by 2 men, at the rate 
of 30s. the raft. The logs and ſpars are, for the molt 
part, floated down the river loofe, to the number, per- 
haps, of 20,000 pieces at a time, with men going alozg 
the ſide of the river with long poles, to puſh them on, 
33 they flick on the banks. Theſe men have 1s. 2d. 

1 4 a-dax; 
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nonth, this company has built 2 ſaw-mills, for manu- 


windmill, and works from 36 to 40 ſaws. The other 


eir own ſhipping ; but the moſt conſiderable part is 


e Ile of Sky, or ſold at Garmouth to the people of 
te country around, or employed in ſhip building, The 


er 
of eateſt part of this wood is of the very beſt quality, 
. ual, it is ſaid by competent judges, to any that is im- 


ter mpany has built, fince the 1786, beſides a good num- 
w. Nr of boats, 23 veſſels from 500 to 25 tons burden; 
k, e greater number about 200 tons, and amounting in 


ſed 
oe 
nd 
ith 
the 


lenmore, both the plank and timbers. Some of theſe 
ellels they have ſold ; others they employ in their own 
ade from Spey, and in the Baltic trade, and one was 
ought for the trade to the Bay of Campeachy, Theſe 
eels, though wholly of fir, are thought by good 
iges to be equal to thoſe of New-England oak, from 


ent e excellent quality of the fir. There are generally : 
ate bout 2.8 {hip carpenters and blockmakers employed by 


of Ws company at Garmouth ; about 16 or 18 ſawers ; 


or. Nas faw millers, beſides ſeveral other workmen. They 


22 ld veſſels by contract. Beſides the above veſlels, 


on, alt by the Engliſh company; ſeveral loops have been 


ad, Malt at Spevmouth, during the ſame time, by others; 
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lay, befides whiſky ; and there will ſometimes be frem 
9 to 80 employed at onee in he footing. e 


during the timber after it comes down. The one is 
pes by Vater, and works from 30 to 36 ſaws. The 
wood belonging to this company is ſent partly to Hull, 


u to the King's yards at Deptford and Woolwich, in 


it coaſtwiſe, all along the N. coaſt, from Aberdeen to 


erted from the Baltic, and inferior to that only in point 
ze. The largeſt maſts are 60 feet in length. This 


to about 4000 tons; and all of their own fir wood of 


396 | Statiſtical Account 
and ſeveral have been repaired ; and from the ſatisfacs 
tion they give, it is expekted the trade will contin 
: and moon 


| Exports and Imports at Speymouth, The exports 
from Spey conſiſt chiefly of wood and ſalmon ; And there 
are generally 4 or 5 cargoes of grain or meal exportel 
in a ſeaſon, of 400 or 500 bolls each. The imports 
_ conſiſt chiefly of coal, and this, for the greateſt part 
Engliſh coal, from Sunderland, 

The exports and imports, from ift October 1791 to 
IN October 279 were as 


| Veſſels ſailed from Spey with wood in that time, from 
359 to 20 tons n average $6 tons, for different 
Places, _ - - 0 
| Touched at Spey, ad took i in 3 . London; $ 

having taken in part of the ſame at other ports, 24 


With yarn, Sl Hh = 4 
. With oats and meal, | ES 5 
Sailed with cargoes, | 109 


ARRIVED IN SPEY. 


5 With empty kits, ſtaves, and boese — 5 
With falt x ; with 1 — and goods 6, 9 0 7 
Auris with cargoes, | 23 


The average burden of theſe veſlels will be 80 t tons. 


4 Bridge on Spey at the Boat of Bog,—This i is an ob- 


ject of the firſt e to this pariſh, and to all the 
country, 
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wusty, to a conſiderable diſtance on both fides of Spey ; A 
and in regard to one common object, it may be ſtated 
»3 the moſt important improvement that could be made 
to all the extenſive and populous counties W. and N. 
of Spey, as well as to the counties of Banff and Aber- 
deen to the S. and ©: It is of importance in a public 
view, as the judges muſt paſs this way to and from the 


circuit at Inverneſs, and the troops to and from Fort 


George, Fort Auguſtus, and Fort William; and it is 
n object of importance to every traveller that viſits 
this country. The road that paſſes the river Spey at 
the Boat of Bog in this pariſh, is, and from the fituation 

of the country ever muſt be, the only great poſt road, 

and great line of communication from the S. to the 
counties of Elgin, Nairn, Inverneſs, Roſs, Cromarty, : 
Sutherland, Caithneſs, and Orkney. Spey can very 
ſeldom be forded with ſafety, The boat here is in- 


| deed good, and well ſerved. But a paſſage by boat is 


inconvenient at the beſt ; and when a river, fo great and 
rapid as the Spey, 1s higher than ordinary, or, in a 
ood, as is oft-times the cafe, it muſt be highly incon- 
venient, and ſometimes dangerous. When the import- 
ance of a bridge at this place to ſo conſiderable a part 
of the kingdom is conſidered, it muſt naturally excite 
ſurpriſe, that it has net long ago attracted effectually 
the attention of the publick. The internal improve- 
ments of a country claim the firſt care of the publick ; 
and of theſe, roads and bridges, for facilitating commu. 
nications, are held the moſt eſſential. If ſo, then, = 


dridge over the Spey, at the great poſt road, which is 


0 important an object to the whole of the North of 
Scotland, has a high claim on the publick attention. 
There 
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There 1 eg impracticable in hi undertaking, Mi 
the publick will lend the ſuitable aid. An experienced 


architect, Mr. Stevens, who built the bridge at Dublin, 


i and i is now building that at Montroſe, ſurveyed the ri. 
ver at that place 2 years ago, and found the work per. 

fectly practicable, and that the rock, at the W. ſide of 
the river, run acroſs the whole way, at a moderate 
depth below the bed of the river. 


r. The breadth of the 
river at that place is about 98 yards. This he propoſed 


to cover with 3 arches. The expenſe he eſtimated at 
14, oool. at the higheſt. No ſuch ſum as this, even for 


an object of the greateſt utility, can be expected to be 


raiſed in the country, either by ſubſcription, or by a 


toll, or by both. This could only be expected in the 
neighbourhood of a great town. It is only by the el. 


fectual aid of government, that a work of ſuch magni- 


tude can be undertaken in the country, and eſpecially 
in ſuch a diſtant part of the country as this. And to 
that effectual ſupport, this work appears to have the 


juſteſt claim, not only from its great utility to ſo conſi- 


derable a part of the kingdom as above mentioned, but 


likewiſe for reaſons in which government is more im- 


mediately concerned. At preſent, a flood in Spey may 
very materially affect the adminiſtration of juſtice, by 


ſtopping the judges in going on the circuit to Inverness, 


or in returning from thence to Aberdeen: Or the troops 
may, by the ſame cauſe, be retarded in their march to 


or from Fort George, or the other ſorts in the North, 


or from the country on the one fide of the Spey to the 


other ; and caſes may occur, in which this may be of 
very bad conſequence to the peace of the country, to 
the protection of the ſubjects, and to other purpoſes of 
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3 government. Hence may appear, the intereſt of 
grernment in in | this matter“. 


Charafter 


* If the ſenſe of the country on this ſubject can be of avail in drawing the 
ntention of government, this may be gathered from the moſt unequivocal ex- 
preffion of it lately given, and affords the ſtrongeſt argument for the effectual 
nterpoſition of government in this matter. Laſt year a ſubſcription was ſet on 
foot by the Duke and Dutcheſs of Gordon, for building a bridge on Spey at 
the Boat of Bog, near Fochabers, and in a very ſhort time upwards of 30%. 
vn ſubſcribed in this neighbourhood, or by perſons connected with it. A_ 
good deal more would have been ſubſcribed ; but as the fubſcription was : 
ndertaken in the confidence that government would give an effectual ad 
in ſeeing the ſenſe of the country as to the utility of the work, ſo fully ex- 
weſſrd, and as it was ſoon after found, that this expect ion could not be rea- 
lied at that time, from the breaking out of the war, as was faid, the ſubſcrip- 
ton was given up for the time, becauſe of itſelf it would never be effectual. 
|: ems there was the like flattering proſpect of a bridge at this place before 
the American war; but that war, in lite manner, baniſhed it. It is hard that 
wir ſhou!d ſo materially affect the internal and eſſential improvements of a 
country. It is hoped, that ſuch a ſmall aid can fill be ſpared for ſo uſeful and 
receſſary a work, But if this cannct be otherwiſe granted, it might be done 
ty wears of a {mall temporary tax on the northern counties. It is preſumed, 
tat they would readi'y ſubmit to ſome ſmall additional burden for ſuch a pur- 
t vie; and it is ſuppoſed, that an additional duty on home ſpirits in theſe coun- 
1 dies, would be the moſt proper in itſelf, the leaſt felt, and the moſt readily 

axreed to. It has been propoſed to build a bridge over Spey at the Boat of 
biz, about 5 or 6 rniles above the Boat of Bog. A bridge could be built there, 


8 . 
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7 tis aid, at a much leſs expenſe, and would, no doubt, be very uſeful to that 
, part of the country. But with regard to publick and general utility, it could ne- 38 
5 lr enſwer the purpoſe of a bridge at tie Boat of Bog, or ſyperſede the neceſ- 


ity of another there. The road which leads to the Boat of Brig from the 8. 


cy bu $ * 
—: i by 
* Lan ASE: i" 


ad E., is often impaſſable, and always inconvenient during the winter, ſo that 
ly Itis impoſſible that it can ever become the poſt road, or the great line of com- 
e munication between the 8. and N. On the other hind, the road which paſſes 
of | the Boat of Bog, being the coaſt road, is always paſſable, ard for this reaſon. 
5 ; and ever muſt de the poſt road, and the great line of communication from 
; to N. Nor from the fitaation of the ground does it appear poſſible to make 
) 


patent road between the two places an the S. fide of Spey. However uſef ul, 

the 

Fil 1, a boat may be at Boat of Brig, it can never ſupply the place or ſuperſede 
| * . g - : 

le neceflity of one at che Boat of Bog. A bridge over the river Findhorn 
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O daracter of the People, Mode of Living, Dreſs, &c.— 
The people of this pariſh are, in general, honeſt, peace. 
able, and induſtrious ; very charitable to the poor, and, 
in caſes of diſtreſs, very much diſpoſed to acts of hy. 
manity. They are generally rather above the midle 
ſize, active and hardy. Few go into the army, The 
greateſt part apply themſelves to huſbandry, to the fil. 
mon fiſhing, or a ſeafaring life. The young men of the 
part of the pariſh next to the ſea, and eſpecially of the 
town of Garmouth, are much diſpoſed to this laſt ; and 
many of them go to ſea, and become excellent ſeamen. 
There are about a dozen natives of this place who are 
now maſters of veſſels. The people ſeem to enjoy the 
comforts of ſociety in the ſame degree, as thoſe of their 

| Ration throughout the kingdom in general, and are con. 
| tented with their fituation. The kindneſs and indul. 
gence of their landlord, the Duke of Gordon, contributes 
in no ſmall degree to their contentment, as well as com- 
fort, The diet of the labouring people here, and in ge- 
neral, all through the Lowlands of the North of Scot- 
land, i is porridge, made of oat meal, with milk or beer, 
to breakfaſt ; ſowens, (that is, a kind of flummery, made 
of oat meal, ſomewhat ſoured), with milk or beer, to 
dinner; and kail, that is, greens or cabbage, boiled with 
oatmeal, to ſupper. With all theſe, they uſe bread ol 
| oat meal, or what is called houſehold meal, that is, ſome 
| mixture 
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alſo, where the poſt road paſſes it, would be extremely convenient and uſeful, 
But if one were built over Spey, that over Findhorn would follow of courſe, 
| And if there were bridges over theſe two rivers at the flaces mentioned, ther 
would not be one ferry to paſs on all the great peſt road from Queensferr) i 
the Ferry of Dornach in Sutherland; a circumſtance which would be molt 
conducive to the convenience and comfort of travellers, and to the comme, 
and proſperity of the country. 
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Vor, 


Te generally barley broth, with ſome meat in winter, 
1 butter in ſummer. In places near the ſea-coaſt, 
ey have ſometimes fiſh. Turnips are ſometimes uſed 


ferent ways, with butter, milk, onions, &c., is com- 


tember to the end of March. This is the general run 


le an article in the above, is of the very beſt quality 
roughout all Murray ; ; and, notwithſtanding the ob- 


ten properly dreſſed, one of the moſt wholefome and 
mriſhing articles of food. The cottagers and poorer ſort 
the people have not always what is called Kitchen, 
hat is, milk or beer, to their meals. In the view of 


er cannot be rendered more attainable by the poorer 
rt of people. This might be effected, at leaſt in ſome 
dealure, by lowering the duty on malt, and impoſing it 
u ſpirits; and this would have the double happy effect 


* and checking the uſe of that which is noxi- 
Such a meaſure deſerves the attention of thoſe 
4 are able to carry 1t into effect. 

The better ſort here, as elſewhere throughout the N., 


and; and many of the farmers, and tradeſmen, and ſome 
bren of the ſervants, uſe the ſame on Sundays, and on 
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jxture of 3 rye, and als; On Sundays, they 


place of cabbage or greens ; and potatoes dreſſed in 
my one- third part of their food from the beginning of 


diet of the labouring people in this part of the coun- 
„ that is, of leſſer farmers, farmers ſervants, and 
ople of that claſs ; and all the above they have in ſuf- 
ent plenty. The oat meal, which forms ſo confider- 


tions made againſt the uſe of oat meal by ſome, it 
known to thoſe who are beſt qualified to judge, to be, 


triotiſm and humanity, it is a pity that the article of 


ff affording to the poor a comfortable and ſtrengthening. 


le cloth from England or the ſouthern parts of 1 


Vor. XIV. 3 E occaſions 
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their families with ſhirts, &c., which they ſpin alſo 
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occaſions when they are in . But the comm 


Seal pl: 
farmers, and the poorer ſort of the people, uſe do 


| ſome | 
made at home. In this pariſh, moſt of the common if 3 wal 
nants have as many ſheep as ſupply wool for their « | creat F 


and their childrens clothing. This is ſpun in their | 
milies, and manufactured and dyed in their neighbou 
hood. Almoſt all raiſe as much flax likewiſe as ſuppl 


outh, a. 
rt from 
Ken off, 
hich ſhc 
ere is 
Ib, whi 
pally u 
ey for 


their houſes. The induſtry of the women in ſpinn 
is very commendable. In many families they make 
little of woollen and linen cloth, eſpecially the latter, 
ſale; and the poorer women ſpin a good deal of lin 


yarn for ſale. The bonnet is ftill commonly uſed | er 


the men. A watch i is no uncommon thing — on 


ſervants. - it 15 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations, —It would add greatly 
the value, as well as to the appearance of the count dh, anc 
if part of the moor-grounds were brought into cult hes. 

tion, and part planted. Some parts of the moor in en tl 
- pariſh might be cultivated to advantage with the ad iin n 
lime. In other parts, clumps or pieces of plantation, fe are 
perly diſpoſed, would be a great improv ement. Extel the 1 
five plantations have been made on the W. fide of 0 great 
| pariſh, by the Duke of Gordon and the Earl of Hi. is 
which are already a great ornament, and will ſoon io are 
of great uſe to the country. There is no doubt thi ems, | 
the plantations will ſoon be continued on each fide « wle, 3 
the highway all along to Spey. As our moſſes are neal... [ 
iy exhauſted, it is of great 1mportance to extend plat dd paf 
tations for a {upply of fuel. Firs, and ſome other kind. de 
of wood, grow on our hardeſt ſoil to the fea fide. -I. 10 
3 or, pepper graſs, is the only uncorma 9 Ur 25 


If 
er water in the winter. — The common fuel through 
On 


mth, and near the ſea, they uſe coals, the greateſt 


ken off, they have ſold at from 22d. to 25. the barrel; 
uch ſhould be equal to 3 Wincheſter buſhels heaped. 
ere is ſome moor ſtone in the upper part of the pa- 


ally uſed, is taken out of a rock that runs along the 


o a red colour, and is altogether of the nature of 
me-ſtone. It becomes harder according to its depth; 


ble enough to be fit for building. Towards the top, 
6 ſoft, and of a marly nature; ſome parts of it pretty 
ch and when expoſed to the air and weather, it dif- 
hes. The clay that is mixed with this rock, or be- 
een the different ſtrata of it, is alſo of a red colour; 
din many parts, of a marly nature, and of confider- 
le ſtrength. Both the ſoft ſtone and the clay are laid 


& any conſiderable effect, has hitherto prevented thoſe 


ms, however, to be worth the trouble; and it is pro- 
Wle, it will be more uſed as its value is known. The 


ld paſſes through the middle of it to Elgin. The fare 


1 | 1 | 

7 id; for a man and horſe 2d.; for a chaiſe and 
ar 28. 0d.; for a horſe and cart 2d., &c. When the 
3 E 2 river 
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y On plant that has been obſerved here. It is found : 
\ ſome low damp places in the moor, that have been 


e greateſt part of the pariſh is moory turf. In Gar- 


rt from Sunderland. Since the duty has happily been 
, which is uſed in building. The ſtone that is prin- 
jey for about a mile, where the poſt-road paſſes. It 


d it is only what is at ſome depth, that is hard and 


the lands, by thoſe in the immediate neighbourhood, 
great advantage. But the quantity neceſſary to pro- 


ho are at the diſtance of a mile, from uſing it. It 


eat poſt road enters this pariſh at the Boat of Bog, 


r the paſſage here over the Spey is for a ſingle per- 
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yards of the preſent church of Speymouth, on the bar 
of Spey, immediately oppoſite to Gordon Caſtle. 
family of Redhall was a branch of the family of ti 
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river is in a flood, the fare is raiſed. There is ax Ther 
ferry at the mouth of Spey. Another road leads 5 iftat del 
Garmouth, or the mouth of Spey, along or near thef 85 
of the river to Rothes and the Highlands. A third tg 
leads from the ſame. place to Elgin. All theſe roads h his ar 
in pretty good condition. Like the other roads in Mu won 
ray, they are, from the lightneſs of the ſoil, and 1 : 
dryneſs of the climate, eaſily kept in tolerable repallil. i-+ermin 
Turnpikes would not ſuit the ſtate of this country, MU. T 
would they, it is believed, be at all reliſhed, The es the. 
penſe would be too great for the general condition 3 
the people. It would be better to convert the ſtatuſi den Spe 


labour into money, at a low rate. There is reaſon N « ape 


think, that 18. 6d. for every man for the year, wou! Mora 
if properly applied, go farther in keeping the roads - = 

| rebe:lion, 
repair, than the Marne inden itſelf, as at preſent « rden, 
acted. am; at 
This pariſh has the honour of a connexion with HI ur w 

u the y 


celebrated family of Chatham, which, though ſomewi 
diftant, is not to be omitted“. Jane Innes, wife 
Governor Pitt, and great grandmother to the preſe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was daughter to Jam 
Innes, Eſq. of Redhall, a place within a few hundre 
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Inneſes, Baronets, of Coxtoun.—From the fituation 
this pariſh on the river Spey, it has been the {cen ( 


tome actions of fame in our hiſtory 7. Murray 


Ther 


Vide Edmond ſon $ Peerage, Family of Chatham; and the fact is know! 
this count try. 

I Near che mouth of this rive: the rebels of 3 Roſs, and Cal 

made a ſtand in the year 19/3, to oppoſe the paſſage of King Malcom I 


wi! 


ſerves, 
iſturba 
their & 
-.hneſ _ at 
King's 
Gubt, 


Of Speymauth' 46g 
There are no remains of antiquity within the pariſlr 
that deſerve notice. The langunge here ſpoken is the 

„ Engliſh; 


«ih his army over the Spey, and here they made their ſubmiſſion at the in- 
trceſſion of the pricſts, and on ſeeing the reſolution of the Ie army, in at- 
parting and paſſing through the river. ( Buch nan. * 

Another army of rebels, in the year 1110, halted at the mouth of Spey, with 
determination to diſpute the pafſage of King Alexander I., who was purſuing 
them. The king forced the paſſage, and ordered Alexander Scrimger to at- 
tick the enemy with a part of his —_ who routed ——— and put them to 
fight.--- (7619. ) 


tween Speymouth and Urquhart, as is ſuppoſed, a rebellion of a ſtill more ſeri- 
en aſpet was quelled, by a victory gained by Malcolm IV. over the people 
i Murray, when the whole army of the rebels 'was cut to pieces, after 


am; and others from different parts were tranſplanted into Murray in- 
1 tic room. —(Lbid.) King Charles II. landed at Speymouth from Holland 
in the year 1650. Some ſay, he arrived firft at Cromarty. It is certain, 
however, he came by ſea to Spey, as the deſcendents of a man of the 
name of Milne, who carried his Majeſty on ſhore, are ſtill in Garmouth, 
nd are diſtinguiſhed from others of that name, in the ſame place, by the 


tle Laird of Innes, and other gentlemen, ard dined with the factor of 
Lord Dumfermling, who lived in Garmouth, in a houſe which was only late- 
ly taken down; and here it probably was, that he was made to ſign the cove» 
nant, In ſpring 1746, the rebels, on their return from the S., collected in 
feat numbers. on the banks of Spey, and the manſe of Speymouth became, for 
eme time, according to an account left by the miniſter of that period, their 
head quarters on Spey ; and ſeveral of their principal officers, as Lord John 
drum mond, the Duke of Perth, Lords Kilmarnock, Balmerinoch, Secretary 


ſerves, was exper ſive to him, but they uſcd him very civilly, and gave him no 
ifturbance in point of principle; only there was no public worſhip during 


Il King's army; and this the Duke of Cumberland expected. And there is no 


doubt, that! it was the place for them to have tried their ſtrength; but a want 
of 


In th. year 1160, near the mouth of the 1 river, 1 on * moor be- 


which the chief families of the province, and all who were concerned in the 
de lion, (as being, according to Buchanan, © a people of a turbulent diſ- 
polition,”) were removed and diſperſed through other parts of the Kking= 


name of King Milnes, fm that circumſtance. He was here received by 


Murray, put up in it, and many others frequented. it. This, the miniſter ob- 


their Ray, It appears from this, as well as from what they themſelves gave 
at the time, that they meant to have made a ſtand at Spey againſt the 
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| Engliſh, if the hs Scotch cha is cockan dnl 
the greateſt part of Murray, Banff, and Aberdeenſhire 
be thought entitled to that name. Erſe is not the con 
mon language within 20 miles of us. Formerly ther, 
was a good deal of ſmuggling carried on, on this coaf 
but, by the late regulations, that i is now in a great me 
ſure ſuppreſſed. By the ſame means, the private diſtil, 
ling of whiſky, which was formerly pretty general 
carried on in this quarter, is now almoſt entirely brought 
to an end - and in conſequence of both theſe, the uſes 
ſpirituous liquors is greatly and happily leſſened. 


(CouN 


of concert among their chiefs, and of ſubordination among the men, pre 
| vented this, and they went off in great haſte on the approach of the King's 
army. On the 12th of April, the Duke of Cumberland, with his army, 
paſſed the Spey, at a ford directly oppoſite to the church of Speymouthy 
with the loſs enly of one man, and encamped between the river and the church 
and ſlept himſelf that night at the manſe; and on the 16th, the battle of Cul. 
loden was fought ; and thereby an end was happily put to the Rebellion, 
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NUMBER XXIII. 


(cooxrr AND SYNOD OF DUMFRIES, PRESBYTERY OF 
LaxcholLM.) e 


By the Rev. Mr. Jonx Russ I. 


Name, Situation, Extent, &c. 4 


given name to the pariſh ; Canoby being moſt 
probably derived from the Latin cenobium, which ſigni- 
fes, a priory or monaſtery, and comes from the Greek 
ae, common, and Puts, life ; in alluſion to the monks 


ned from the circumſtance, that a piece of land, grant- 
n 2 charter confirmed by King William the Lion in 


iory-Holm, in diſtinction from Bee-holm, Knotty- 


holm, 


* D ; . < _— | | o * * 
Ex dono Guido de Roſſedale, aſſenſu et conſenſu Redo'pui filii ſur, qua- 


Upinta da. a 3 8 1 1 112 f 
Sinta dua, acres inter Elch ct Lidle, ubi Eſch et L.idle conveniunt, &c. 


WES dot 
— r 
. 


2  #d 
YT WY 
42 
1 Tab 
% 1 
: b> 3. 6 
4 r 
1 ** 
P N "x 
” i 
17 LOR 
1 = T's 
. * 
741 14 
, 141 
3 1s Re 
6 - 
1 
1 oy 
oY + 1 1 
. 
i * 4 
* F'L 7 i 
; 4 4 
4 „ 
n J 
„ 
l 
oo 5 9 
5 42 ' 
N 4 14476 
60 L 7 
* e 
18 / 
$7 ? | KF 
p 7 n 2 
* * 
1 8 
d CIT J 
} 4 8 
* 17 
— 1's 
5 5 
9 p 
< > 
9 


PHE ancient priory in this place ſeems to have 
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üring in common. This idea is conſiderably ſtrength- 
el by donation to this priory, and ſpecially “ deſigned 


1165, is to this day called Canoby-holm, to wit, the 


* 


408  Gtatiflical Account 
holm, &c., in the immediate neighbourhood. And eve 
the inhabitants, who reſide in other parts of the paril 
continue to call the ſituation in the vicinity of the chure 
more properly, Canoby. This pariſh extends from | 
to W. about 9 miles, and from 2 to 8. above 6 mile 
: Engliſh meaſure. 
Canoby may be ab en as the low-lands of EI 
dale; for the higheſt grounds, which riſe gradually t 
wards the E. and N. E., cannot be called mountain 
' when contraſted with the general appearance of ti 
conterminous pariſhes of Langholm, Ewes, and Cafe Pes. 1 
ton, and the country of Eſkdale, at large. At the fan 


Buccle 
time, although there are no hills in Canoby, the fur 


dd Wa 

face is uneven, and diverſified by a variety of ridge rdatior 
and flats, excepting the land fituated on the banks Me full 
the river, which is generally level. The central part i difere 
the pariſh is interſe&ed by the river Eſk:; and the pollfivods nc 
road from Edinburgh to London, by Langholm and Carilul oz 
liſle, paſſing in the ſame direct ion, through a line of ie oak 
nerable oaks, planted by the hand of Nature; and oth denon 
trees, of different deſcriptions, holds up in varied ſuc In 
ceſſion to the view of travellers, the moſt beautiful every 
pictureſque rural ſcenery, that is perhaps to be mils, be 
with any where in Scotland, nited q 
„ mniſhes 

Soil. — The ſoil, in this tract, being what is call varie 
Holm-land, is moſtly light loam ; and being ſheltered rene, 
the E. and W. by a profuſion of wood on the {lopmgrre thc 
grounds on each fide of the river, the whole length 6 Id they 
the pariſh, from N. to S., affords productive and ear 4 of « 
Crops, when under proper cultivation. On the bank Forg, 
of Liddel, which divides the pariſh from England, for ns, * 
the ſpace of 4 miles to the S. E., the foil 1 is much of aft, of 


ne Vor. 


nequality with that on Eſk. In other parts, where the 
nd is more elevated, it conſiſts of a mixture of moſs 
d clay, which, when limed, yields abundant crops of 
tin dry ſeaſons, ſuch as the laſt; but on account of 

wetneſs, which certainly admits of a remedy, 1s 

und unfit for the culture of barley and potatoes; at 
aſt theſe crops are more precarious. : | | 


Woods and Orchards. —This pariſh abounds in woods, 

e number of acres thus occupied cannot be leſs than 
600. In the time of the minority of the preſent Duke 
Buccleugh, who is ſole proprietor of the pariſh, the 
od was all natural; but having ſuffered much by de- 
edation, as the writer is informed, that loſs has been 
e fully repaired, by the numerous plantations made 
different ſituations, by his Grace's order. And the 
ods now placed, under the inſpection of faithful and 
ful overſeers, are in the beſt ſtate and preſervation. 

te oak reigns here over his ſubjects of the wood, of 
denominations, from the creeping ivy to the talleſt 
b. In the new plantations, plains, beeches, elms, firs 
every deſcription, poplars, &c. are making rapid pro- 
els, being properly fenced, and ſeaſonably pruned. A 
nited quantity of oak is cut down every year; which 

miſhes bark to the tanner, and timber to the tenant. 
variety of orchards have been planted at his Grace's 
kpenſe, within theſe 7 or 8 years, upon ſuch farms as 
ere thought moſt favourably fituated for that purpoſe ; 
d they promiſe well, for the time. But there are on- 
of older ſtanding, that are as yet productive, viz. 
| Forge, Woodhouſelees, Rowanburn, and the miniſ- 
* which, in kindly ſeaſons, yield a good deal of 
fut, of the beſt quality, LIST SY — — 


e Vor. XIV, 3 F 


| Rivers, 


Statiſtical Account 


410 


Rivers and Fiſh. —The rivers Eſk and Liddel hold 
firſt rank; the former riſing in the higheſt part of f 
pariſh of Efkdalemoor, and the latter in the upper e 
tremity of Liddeſdale, or pariſh of Caſtleton, Bo 
after collecting in their different courſes of nearly tþ 

Tame extent of 23 or 24 miles, a great number of t 
butary ſtreams, meet at the ſouthmoſt part of this p 
Tiſh; when the Liddel loſes at once its name and wate 
in the Eſk ; which, after running from the point of cat 
fluence about ) miles, in a S. W. direction, diſchary 
its united ſtreams into the Solway Frith. The ſmall 
river of Tarras, having its ſource in the parikh 
_ Ewes, and ſeparating, on the N E. quarter, this par 
from that of Langholm, is remarkable for its preri 
channel, romantic ſcenery, and giving title of Eat 
Walter Scott of Highcheſter, who married Lady Mar 
eldeſt daughter of Francis Earl of Buccleugh. The p 
tent bears date the 4th September 1660. There are! 
ſides, many burns or rivulets, which, in rainy ſeaſon 
{well to a great fize, but which, otherwiſe, do not m 
rit particular attention. From the end of June, t 
cloſe-time, there is abundance of fiſh, after floods, 
Eſk, and the lower end of Liddel; ſuch as ſalmon, gli 
ſea trout, and whitens, as they are named here, or he 
lings, as they are called in Annandale and the comm 
river trouts are found in great plenty in all the rive 
and rivulets in the pariſh. They are all excellent 
their Kinds; but the Eſk trouts and whitens, in par 
cular, are, for their delicate flavour, highly prize 


* A barricade of hewn ſtone made acroſs the river, about 2 mile 
low, by the late Dr. Grahame of Netherby, for the purpoſe of ul 
is mills with water, very much intercepts the 1un of the lh; and! 
ouly in time of flood they can eaſily make their way up the river. 
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. Grace has complimented certain * is tenants with : 
much of the water as borders upon their farms; the 
| therefore is ſeldom brought to market; being chiefly 
led in their families. They are catched by the long 
et, the rake net, the rod, and ſometimes killed, or ra- 
er murdered, by an inſtrument called a Liſter *. 


Mineral Spring There are the appearances of ſeveral. 
halybeate ſprings ſcattered throughout the pariſh ; but 
be only mineral well in this neighbourhood, reſorted 
o r medicinal purpoſes, is that at Heathet, which lies 
n the Engliſh fide of Liddel. It is uſed chiefly in the 


There is a petrifying ſpring near the river of Tarras in 
pantry . Mr. Keir, of Langholm pariſh, who will be 
fore particularly mentioned afterwards, collected the 
etrifadtions of fog, &c., formed along the courſe of 


ie ſtream, to the amount of ſeveral cart loads, which 


o be excellent manure 


11 Climate and Diſeaſes. —The inhabitants of this pariſh 
benno boaſt of a dry atmoſphere ;' but although there 


be a conſiderable proportion of rain and moiſture in this 
place taroughout the year, the climate is by no means 
mfavourable for the purpoſes either of health or vege- 
tation, Of the former, the number of long- lived per- 


3 F 2 2 . ſons, 


* The liſter is a ſhaſt, with 3 iro» prongs barbed on one ſide, fixed on 
the end, not uniike the figure of Neptunc's trident. With this the fiſh 
Ve firuck, both when fat; ONary, and runving in ſhillow water; and the 


temarkable elcarneſs of the water of Eſk facilitates the execution of ile 
bloody deed. 


le of ſcorbutic diſorders, and ftomachic complaints. 


lis pariſh, the only one that is known in the whole 


be burot after the manner of lime None, and found it 
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Migrat 
ations, 
the plc 
and part 
lfferent 


ſons, of both ſexes, is a proof; and the latter is « 
| firmed by the early progreſs, and ſuperior quality 
vegetable productions, beyond any other pariſh in 
_ diſtrict, The climate, however, is very different, 
different ſituations. In the whole tract of the E. 
which is ſheltered on all hands, the air is generally mi 
and temperate, even in cold ſeaſons ; while it is ſha 


ements. 


and piercing, within the diftance of a mile or two fr Game 
that ſituation. The diſeaſes incident to this pariſh a mo 
rheumatiſm, and thoſe of the nervous kind; which nWMkrts ol 
be induced by the humidity of the air, and coarſe {fires e 
ner of living; as the poorer claſs of the inhabitants iſe! Bucc 
_ moſt commonly affected with ſuch diſorders. I am for pheaſant 
that a regard to truth obliges me to mention anoth quently 
diſeaſe, namely, ſcrofula. Whether this direful m 5 
lady be indigenous, or was at firſt introduced by inte Road 
marriages, is not for the writer to determine. But er's kr 
falls under his obſervation, that numbers in this pladſWnents | 
are more or leſs infected with it. And as, it is an eſt lzatior 
pliſhed fact, that it may be propagated through a ſeriq i ban 1 
of generations, much caution ought to be uſed in form tion 0 
ing matrimonial connexions, as the only effectual waer, 
15 of preventing the entail of this malignant diſorder upo period 
poſterity; thus lightening ſo far the load of human uo V. f. 
— The prejudices of the people againſt inoculation are nu b ali 
yet entirely removed, although many fatal inſtance tendec 
have occurred, and are, at this very ſeafon, daily pre poſes 
ſented to their view; which, while they ſpeak to theiſſ ud ©: 


feelings, ought alſo to enlighten their underſtanding 
The natural ſmall pox has raged here for ſome time 
paſt, with deſtructive violence, and ſwept off multitudes; 
while ſcarcely an individual has luffered, that under- 
went the proceſs of inoculation. 


Megratoly 


of Canoby. 5 41 * 


Migratory Birds The carlew appears in the hicher 
ations, bordering upon Caſtleton and Ewes ; and al- 
) the plover, dotterel, and fieldfare. In the more in- 
and parts, the woodcock, bullfinch, ſwallows of the 
iferent ſpecies, and cuckoo, fix their temporary ſet- 


ements. 


Game. The black cock haunts the woods upon Tar- | 
. moorfowl are found in ſome ſituations upon the 
ſkirts of the pariſh; partridge, in many places; and 
ares every where, in great abundance. The Duke 


ans make their ene in Canoby. 
ha a Bridger.—In no fituation, within the wri- 


ments been made in theſe two articles, ſo eſſential to civi- 
lation, and the exertion of induſtry in every ſphere, 
tan in this pariſh. About 20 years ago, every ſitua- 
tion out of the line of the river Eſk, excepting in a 
rery dry ſuramer, was almoſt inacceſſible. Since that 
period, leading roads. have been made on the E. and 
W. fide of the pariſh, and branches carried from theſe 
to almoſt every farm; and, in a little time, will be ex. 
tended to all without exception; ſo that the various pur- 
poſes of agriculture or commerce can now with eaſe 
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if Buccleugh, ſome years ago, ſent out a breed of 
jheaſants to ſtock his woods in Eſkdale ; and they fre- ; 


ters knowledge, have greater or more rapid improve- 


aid comfort be fully ſerved : The effect which this hap- 
p7 change has produced on both, will be mentioned in the 
Proper place. For making and keeping theſe roads in 
5 "epair, his Grace has appropriated 5 per cent. out of 
de whole land-rent of the pariſh, and has hitherto given 

fol, 2-year, out of his own pocket, in addition. A 
halfpenny 
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halfpenny is allo levied at. the coal pits, upon every 
Horſe load of coals, equal to 2d. the cart load, beſides 
| the converſion of the ſtatute-labour, which had hes 
found altogether inadequate to the purpoſe. Thelg 
funds, in the aggregate, may amount from Zool. u 


ridge, 
o the Ct 
bing ar 
urn foo 
he ſpac 
N. to 
Maſts ir 
poſed in 


town; 


gool. a-year. There is a toll-bar in the pariſh, placed 
exactly upon the fide of Scotch dike, the ancient, as we 
as preſent march between Scotla d and England; the 
produce of which is applied entirely toward the repai 
of the poſt road. There are about 10 bridges, with Hue tra: 
arch, over different rivulets, and numberleſs ſmalle 
ones, in the pariſh; beſides 2 over the Eſk, the one hay 


ing 3 arches, and the other 2. 


ing fro! 
| | z cut: 
dhe former, diſtant 


formin 
14 mile from the latter, was built about 50 years ago, 


| other þ 


at the expenſe of the. county, from motives of hund name 


nity ; at leaſt, it does not appear that there could, at quarte 
that time, be any other object in view of general con- 


b expe 
The pariſhioners, to the W. of the river, who 


cern. new 1 


are numerous, had no acceſs to the church, or to the 


of exe 


E. ftde, before this bridge was built, but by wading or Vork 
riding the river, or. paſling in a boat, when it cealcd, cot ſe 
from flood, to be otherwiſe fordable. And the boat | 
having been overſet at one time, and many perſons M; 
drowned, in returning from church, and many indivi- Arche 
duals having loſt their lives, after this event, the idea Loma 
of building a bridge, that had been long ſuggeſted, wa iy 
at length happily realized. Idirit 
he other bridge was only finiſhed laſt ſammer. | 

is built upon a large ſcale, and has a ſtriking appear- | 
2nce ; to which its romantic ſituation very much con-. n 
tributes. The ſpan of the large arch is 70 feet, that ot tou 
he ſmaller one 45 feet; the height of the bridge to the . 
pais-way 46 feet, and its length 244 feet, By this i i 6 
| bridge, WM 
mean. 


ridge, a communication is vpcacd up of great Utility 
o the country ; as, ſhortening the road ſeveral miles in 
bing and returning from his Grace's colliery at Byre- 
urnfoot; a new direction is given to the poſt road for 


N. to S. on the old road, is ſuperſeded ; the chilling 
Maſs in winter on this part avoided, being the moſt ex- 


the traveller, that mock all deſcription. The road legd- 


b cut along the ſide of a ſteep bank covered with wood, 
forming an amphitheatre 3 at the >, end of which an- 
her bridge, with 2 arches, is to be built the enſuing 
mmer. When the operations now carrying on in this 
quarter, and further intended, are completed, which it 
b expeted will be the caſe before Martinmas next, the 
ew line of road, for boldneſs of deſign, and difficulty 


of execution, muſt aſtoniſh every paſſenger. All theſe 
colt ſeveral thouſand pounds. 
Mines. —There are 2 collieries in Canoby ; one at 


Lomax, wrought by an open level ; the other at Byre- 
burnfoot. in the poſſeſſion of his Grace, to whoſe public 
Iirit the country is much indebted upon that bead? 


1 1 


*In the year 1770 r 1777, the whole coal mines and lime tone quarries 
- of this par.ſh, were let to the ſame perion, upon a very long ieaſe; one oL 
= the conditions of which was, according to information, that a ſupply of 
bo ot, equal to the demand of the country, ſhould be readily afforded a: 


limes, The tackiman, to avoid the great expenſe of an engine, con- 
| fin Ta. * » | - 
ge, med his operations to thoſe places Where coal could be Wrougbt hy 
means g 


t an open level, Hence the quantity of coal go: in this wen- 


ner. 


Y Canby. e 415 


he ſpace of 14 mile; by which means a long pull, from 


poſed ſituation on the road between Langholm and Long- | 
town ; and new romantic ſcenes diſcloſed to the view of 


ing from the E. end of the new, towards th: old bridge, 


voris are done at the Duke's private expenſe, aud muſt 


Archerbeck, let to an Engliſh gentleman of the name of 
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The coal here is wrought by a water engine upon a nz quant 


conſtruction, the invention of Mr, Keir of Millholm, 1M. ;f gr 

is moved by means of a large bucket, of a ſquare form ply wr. 

| ſuſpended from the end of a lever, having a valve at botfoncd at 

tom in the centre, which, by machinery, is made to H: T! 
0 open in the inant of time the bucket ſhould (iii. the 

and empty itſelf. The other end of the lever is fixed He car 

the pump, ſpear, or rod; and by the continued action chill, 


the bucket deſcending and aſcending, filling and empty miles 
ing the water it contains, which is of ſuch weight as U 
make the beam preponderate, the pumping is carried on 


and the coal pit cleared of the water collected below. A 


vario 
rumſt 


ithin t 


the principle upon which the engine is conſtructed, iii peat 
known only to the ingenious inventor, who, it is report 
ed, means to take out a patent, a more particular de State 


vture 
ther v 
Ir. Gre 
hd unc 
nglith 
leneſs 
, by 
[ indy 
f 
ool, 
753 
bool. 
id; 
dectal 
Quit- 
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. 
order 
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cription ſhall not be attempted. The annual produce d 
the coal mines cannot, at preſent, be aſcertained ; but 
the writer 1s authorized to ſtate, that a ſupply can be at 
forded equal to any poſſible demand. 


: Tins Stone and Thu Stone, —Lime ſtone is found in 
great abundance in many parts of the pariſh, particulat- 
ly on the E. fide of Eſk; but that which is wrought 4 
 Harelawhill, is in greateſt requeſt, as yielding the purel 
lime. It is alſo. remarkable for its whiteneſs, as well 
ET : | the 
ner, was only partial; and many, in diſtant parts of the country, who 
had no other reſource, were often reduced to the greateit diſtreſs. in 
theſe circumſtances, the Duke, although the tackſman might have been 
compelled to implement the terms of his leaſe, was plcaſea to enter into 
an agreement wich him, by which his Grace was to be at liberty te le 
up a colliery in any ſituation that did not directly interfere with Mr, 
Lomax's levels; and very conſiderable ſums of money have been expende 
cd by his Grace, in bringing thoſe works to bear, which at length afford 


to the public the happy proſpeR of a prompt and ample ſupply o. this 
neceſſary article of life, 


te quantity of powder from the buſhel of ſhells. And what 
of great importance, the quarries in this quarter are 
ufily wrought, and ſeem inexhauſtible. It has been men- 
bned above, that the lime-ſtone was let alongſt with the 
al: The tackſman is bound to furniſh lime in ſhells at 
4 the buſhel 3 three of which commonly fill a ſingle 
we cart. From the lime kilns at Holhouſe and Hare- 
hill, the whole country is ſupplied, to the diſtance of 
o miles. The pariſh every where abounds in free- ſtone 
frarious kinds, which is conſtantly uſed in building. A 
rumſtance of a fingular nature may be here noted; that 
thin the ſpace of 200 yards, in one particular ipot, coal 
nd peat, lime- ſtone and free- ſtone, may be digged. 


State of Agriculture. —It does not appear that agri- 
dure had been proſecuted on this part of the border 
ther with ſkill or induſtry in former periods. The late 
. Grahame of Netherby, a gentleman of extenſive views, 
ad uncommon enterpriſe, had the merit of reſcuing the 
liſh borderers, in this neighbourhood, from a ſtate of 
lencfs and diffipation, to which they had been habituat- 
l, by pointing and enforcing their attention to purſuits. 
induſtry. And he lived to ſee his endeavours crowned 
ſignal ſucceſs 3 having improved his eſtate from 
5ool. a-year, the rental when he came to the ſucceſſion in 
te 53, which, at the ſame time, was ſeldom paid up, to 
vol., the rental at his death in 1781, which was well 
d; while the tenants lived more comfortably and re- 
8 aby than formerly, when my paid little more than 
o (ek quit-rent. 


but 


The habits and circumſtances of the people in this pa- 
Ih, were much a-kin to thoſe on the Engliſh fide of the 
Prider, when the preſent Duke of Buccleugh came of age. 
Vol. XIV. 3 8 And 


4 1 8 1  Stati hace Account. 


And it did not eſcape his Grace" 8 obſervation, ha th 
Part of his eſtate was alſo capable of great Wake 
poſſeſling the advantages of ſurface, and climate _ 4 
and lime. A gentleman of diſtinguiſhed lend and 
vity was at length found to direct and ee 
provements upon the eftate in this country, Mr, Ke 
above mentioned; whoſe chief attention came natural 
to be turned to Canoby, as the pariſh in the diſtrict mg 
capable of agricultural improvement. In purſuance of 
view, roads were made; farms laid out where the ploy 
had never before entered; commodious houſes 1 0 
fices built and flated at his Grace's expenſe, for the et 
couragement of the tenants; the ground divided into « 
_ cloſures with hedge and ditch ; and leaſes oven at a m0 


gerd 
Octo 
jeans (1 
inning 
xd in 
April to 
nd of 
ccordit 
ats ol 
ave be 
general 
Auguſt 


ateneſ 


_ derate rate. The conſequence now is, that Iuxuriant cro * 
of corn are reaped, where heath, and bent, and mol, * 
0 ad predominated, perhaps, fince the deluge populatio The 
increafed ; the ſpirit of induſtry rouſed ; the fac al _ 
pariſh beautified; and the inhabitants, in Pont of cir ou 

on, proportionably improved. purpal 
Wheat 1s cultivated with ſucceſs, on the land ſitut pat 0 

on the banks of the river, as well as every other ſpecies 1 
grain; and the foil in this direction is well adapted i bg 0 
turnips and potatoes, both which are raiſed in great p. Purpo 
tection ; although the turnip ſyſtem is not ſo much fo 85 _ 
lowed here as in ſome other places, leſs favourable, pe » 

| haps, for their production. In the larger farms, the uſu: 17 
routine of cropping is obſerved, viz. two crops of oats ate be u 

graſs; then peaſe or turnips; then barley with clover a fas d 
rye graſs. Wheat is generally ſown after potatoes; tht he a 
increafe of which is ſeldom leſs than from 10 to 14 alte Fhic 
one; of oats, from 6 to 14; of barley, from 8 even t Oi 


have 


30; of potatoes, from 14 to 40, and upwards. 


1 


Std 


Of Conoly, 2 
Sed-Time and Het —Niheat | is ſown 595 the end 
October to the middle of November: oats, peaſe, and 
ens (the two laſt are not much cultivated), from the be- 
inning to the end of April: barley, potatoes, and lint- 
red in ſmall quanties, for private uſe, from the end of 
April to the 25th of May: turnip from the middle to the 


cording to the ſeaſons and ſituations within the pariſh. 
ats of the early kind ſown here, on the 7th of April, 
me been cut down the firſt week of Auguſt, But, in 
general, the Harveſt does not commence before the end of 
kuguſt, nor is concluded before the end of October. The 
ateneſs is owing to the wetneſs and coldneſs of the ſoil 


of ſowing later than in other parts of the country. 

The crops are cut down with the common ſickle, the 
farm of Woodhouſelees excepted. Mr. Bell, the tenant, 
tas for many years paſt uſed the ſcythe, fitted up for the 
purpaſe. By which mode, he has found from experience, 


two mowers, and three attendants for colleCting and theav- 
ns the corn thus cut, will do more work, and to better 
purpoſe, than double that number in the other way. This 
gentleman poſſeſſes one of the principal farms in the pa- 


tion to all the operations of farming, he has brought from 
tte worſt to the higheſt ſtate of improvement. Mr. Bell 


the ! improvement of land by turnip and clover ; of both 


Flich he raiſes the belt crops in the country. 
Of late years, the tenants who poſſeſs the beſt lands, 


3862 


nd of June. The beginning and end of harveſt varies, 


n the higher ſituations, and perhaps alſo to the cuſtom. 


that much grain and fodder are ſaved. He affirms, that 


nh; which, by his ſuperior ſkill and unremitting atten- 


has the merit of having firlt introduced into this pariſh 


fare been laying down their fields into graſs, upon the 


feeding 
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ſeeding plan; which they ſtock with draft ewes 5 00 
monly of the Cheviot breed, about the end of Septembe 
or beginning of October, with an adequate proportion 
tups. The ewes of this deſcription are bought, upon: 
average, at 8s. 6d. each; and the ewe and lamb are {g 


off the paſturage here, without the fleece, which may fete eſtat 
from 18. 6d. to 28. 6d., from 11. to 11. 28. 6d.. A ee tion; 
tain number of black cattle are fed upon the ſame paſtuſloat, fl. 
rage, and turn to good account. je Elk. 
'There are three or four ſmall ſheep farms, upon on inc 
extremity of the pariſh, in the N. W. and N. E. quarten nt nei; 
but after the details from the other pariſhes of the diſtri 
which are almoſt wholly in the paſtoral line, it 18 TO \ 
cellary juſt to mention them. 9 05 be ſmalle 
| | 0 | the fite of 
1 RE 15 3 . 
; Andiquitiee—The inhabitants of this pariſh, being morenrorar 


Moſt vair 
vile they 
jg a Cut 
being ſte 
has beet 
bridge h 
dur inve 
of note, 
this par 
the W. 

nd, V 
Uibutar 


immediately expoſed to the marauding incurſions of th 
Engliſh borderers in the days of yore; which viſits, per 
haps, they had reaſon to expect, upon the principle of n 
taliation, had not been inattentive to the means of defence 
Many veſtiges of ſtrong holds can be traced within the 
pariſh ; although there is only one, near the new bridge 
already deſcribed, that makes an appearance at this period, 
its walls being yet entire. John Armſtrong, a famous 
border chieftain in the reign of James V., ſtyled John 

of Gill-knocky, moſt likely had his reſidence here . 


The to be 

grown 

5 | | | ; ling; 

* The oldeſt ewes, drafted from the flocks in Highland ſituations, "29 

| which are preſumed to be in a hazardous ſtate, if continued longer 00 3 
their old paſture; but thrive well, when brought upon better paſtures Ig 
in the lower country. volt 


The ſpot of ground to which the E. ed of the above bridge is join. by B. 
ec, is, indeed, called to this day Gill-knocky ; but it does pot * two r 
| | 1 


of candy. = S441 


The remains of a Reman Radon appear about 3 quar- 
s of a mile to the E. of Gill-knocky, on the riſing 
mound 3 being the firſt of the chain that runs through 
indale, the length of Caſtle-Over, or the upper camp, in 
kdalemuir 3 all dependent upon the principal ſtation on 


Moat, ſituated on the S. fide of Liddel where it runs into 
e EK. A variety of Roman coins, and ſtones with Ro- 
mn inſcriptions, have from time to time been dug up in 


| r and are in the poſſeſſion of Sir James 


Graham 


te ſmalleſt veſtige of maſon work, and therefore could not have been 
the fe of that chieftain's caſtle, which, from the n. me, has been com- 


monly ſuppoſed. It has, however, the appearance of having been a 
temporary ſtation, to which the inhabitants might have fled with their 
oſt valuable effects, when any invaſion was apprehended, which other 


miſc they were unable to repel. It is in the form of a promontory, giv- 


pp 2 curve to the river Eſk, which waſhes its three un qual ſides; and 
being ſteep and rocky, is ſcarcely acceſſible but on the land fide, which 
has been ſence+ by a deep foſſe; over which, very probably, a draw 


huge had been thrown. It may not be inconſiſtent with this part of 
wr inveſtigation, to obſerve, that John Armſtrony is the only character 
of note, in later or more remote periods of antiquity, connected with 
this pariſh, whoſe memory has been preſerved. He was the terror of 
the W. marches of England; having forced the inhabitants of Cumber— 
land, Weſimoreland, and a great part of Nrothumberland, te become is 
tributaries, or to pay him blackmail; that is, a ſum of money annually, 
to be exempted from his depredations. At len; th, his power having 
gown too great for a ſubject, he became an objeck of jealouſy to the 
ling; who l-vied an army for the avowed purpoſe of puniſhing Gills 
kncky and his followers, and marched at their head to the pariſh of 
wes. There, John was ſummoned to attend the king 


27 


upon the pro- 
miſe of his ſecurity; and haviny accordingly obeyed the fummons, in 
violation of the public faith, pledged ſor his perſonal ſafety, as obſerved 
by Buchanan, he and his atterdants were hanged at Carlenrick-rigg, 


wo miles to'the N. of Moſſpaul, on the road between Hawick and 


Langholm. 


te eſtate of Netherby, ſo called from being the nether 
tion ; and which, at this time, bears the name of the 
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the preſs. From this camp, a Roman road can be tracy 
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Grahame of Netherby ; 3 an account of which wil be g owe 
| In the Hiftory of the Antiquities of Cumberland, now in 


through the E. fide of this pariſh, croſſing Tarras, and 
entering the pariſh of Langholm on the eſtate of Broom 
holm; from thence leading * Eſkdale to > the different 
ſtations in that quarter. 


Priory—That this FP eſtabliſnment exiſted before 
the year 1165, the date of the charter, mentioned in the 


note, p. 407, demonſtrates : but how long before that pe iP 
Tiod, the writer has not been able to inveſtigate. Some _ 
ruins of the convent are {till to be ſeen at Halgreen, per . 
haps rather Haly or Holygreen, about half a mile to the 3 
E. of the church. From Halgreen, a private road to th 4 
church is yet kept open through encloſed fields, ſanCtione "EY 
by uſe and wont. The church and convent are faid Hue, 
have been demoliſhed by the Engliſh, after the battle ofſHteales, 
Solwaymoſs, about the end of the reign of James J. ere 
which is not improbable, as the reaſon aſſigned in King "wu 
Henry's manifeſto, for committing hoſtilities upon the an 


Scottiſh borders, not long before that event, was a pe- 


about 
| tended claim to the pariſh of Canoby, as part of the Engr | 


lis de 

Iſh territory “. This ſerves to account for the outrag 
| | abt fedtab! 
the ing 
 ® Qunuam enim ugh id bellum fuſceperit 1 ipſius edi um not * 
multo poſt vulgatum demonſtrat. Ait enim, Præſidiarios Beruici licenti 8 
verborum apud Scotos j- ctorum irritatos ſuiſſe. Verum ipſa verba in . 
edicto inſerta nullam contumeliam habent. Hæc cauſa cum ne ipſis qui & Lic 
dem fatis juſta videretur, Canuben viculum ignobilem, cum pavpere en cum or 
ad limitem ſitum, de quo nulla unguam cont rover. a fuity tanquam ſu ju tording 
repetunt. BUCHANAN, I. I4. cap. 44. de Lid 


The hiſtorian's object at the time, was to ſhow thi frivolous preteti ki do 
of the King of England for breaking the truce. It is not, therefore, w 17 


be expected that he was to mention the ſubje& of claim, in the _ 2 We «| 
* a pe 40.5 


"MN candy. „ 


above mentioned. Part of the old wall of the church gil 
mains, to which the modern building is united; and in 
chich is preterved a ſmall arch, marking, perhaps, the 
place of ſepulchre of ſome prior, or perſon of diſtinction z 
nich, from the ſtyle of the ſculpture, bears teſtimony to 
antiquity. The only other relique is the chriſmatory, 
jug up in the church-yard ſome years ago, which is now 
in the writer's Ama and 1 is a © ome of wy PER 
ſculpture. 


ec 
nc 


Poulation—The account tranſinitied to Dr. Webſter i in 
1755, fixed the population of this pariſh to the number of 


raches to 2725 ſouls. The following table will exhibit 
he number of males and females, from the age of 40 to 
100, 1 | 8 Þ Let proylr-s I +l 1 Eh 


From 30 to 50. 50 to 66. '6o to ) 90, "nt to o 80. 80 to 90. 9 to 100. | 
n ©" 60 „„ * 
Females, 102 | 8g ng 47 „ * 


lied within theſe few years; and one at the age of 103 
jears and 8 months, viz. Alexander Ewart, who walked 


lis death. 5 
BIRTEHs, 


of the ingenious Captain Hutton, who has devoted much of his time to 
"th Klearches of this nature, will ſhow, that this priory was not fo meanly 


5 endowed as Buchanan would inſinuate; and this extract contains but 
part of its funds: —Ex dono Turg. de Roſſedale domum religioſam 


tin & Lidle cum tota terra ei adjacente eccleſiamque de Kirk Andrews 
uh eum omnibus ad illam pertinentibus. Ex dono Guido de Roſſedale, ac- 


telt & Lidle, fimery, a foſſa, Moat ut ſupra, uſque ad eccleſiam de Lidle. 


ccleſiam de Dodington juxta Bertonam.— Theſe grants are confirmed in 
We charter, in 1165. 


1733 ſouls. At preſent, in the beginning of 1794, it 


Several natives, upon the borders of 1 oo years of age, 


bout, and retained all his faculties till near the time of 


hedable terms. The following extract, communicated to the writer by 


rding to the note on p. 407., with this addition, cum libertate, aquæ 


Ex dono Ranulphi de Sol eccleſiam de valle Lidle, Caſtleton church, et 
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j ſeve 


[nhabatec 
bout 512 
mewhat 
ahited. * 
b leaſt, h 
lhe ſlates 


ted; 


Biarus. Bus iars. NMaAAIGG kB. 
1786, 82 16 45 12 
1787, 77 20 18 
1788, 105 28 16 
1789, 86 23 114 
39 77 29 = 
1791, 64 31 18 
r — 27 1 
„ 28 23 
Total, 618 202 113 


NV. B. There are 20 widowers and 54 widows; batch 
tors, or ſuch as live ſingle in their own houſes, do not e 
ceed 6. The taſte for matrimony univerſally preral 
here. 8 


Diviſion of Tibabitants, Occupations, &c,—Of the inn 
bitants, 201 are enrolled upon his Grace's rental-book a 
tenants, poſſeſſing land. 'The farms are generally ſmall 
at an average about 151. a-year. The rent of ſome is 
Tow as 21. or leſs; ; and of others as hgh as 80ʃ., 1201, 
and even near to Zool. 

The reſt of the inhabitants that are come to maturity 
conſiſt of artificers, labourers,. and work ſervants. The 
Mate of the firſt claſs is as follows, viz. weavers, 40; ole 
ſtocking weaver z maſons, 14; wrights, 16; blackimiths 
83 tailors, 10; ſhoemakers, 4; coopers, 6; clogmakers 
3; wheelwright, 1; bakers, 4; ale and ſpirit venders, 95 
ſhopkeepers, 43 and ſurgeons, 2. Of labourers, includ- 


| ing coal miners, 98; male ſervants, 543 female, 62. 0 


the deſcription of gentry, there are only 40r 5 families. 
| Many 


The 1 


nd odd 7 


are 


jet n 
ring un 
p be ho 
n this p 
nll, in 
U the 
he grea 
alls, t 
Ihe whc 
if impr 


e pref 


ntes; d 
ariſe fr 


bark an 


The 
back © 
and 30 
lormec 
in the 

Voz 


have fixed their reſidence here, ah are not. na- 
; ſeveral of n are from England. 


ſnhabited Horſes N der " Acres, Scl, &c.— There are 
unt 512 houſes inhabited, containing, at an average, 
mewhat more than 5 inhabitants each. None are unin- 
bed. Within theſe 20 years, 180 new dwelling houſes, 


he lates 3 beſides office houſes, which are alſo generally 
W FFV 
The pariſh has been meaſured, and contains 22,500 
nd odd acres; of this number, perhaps 15,000 or 16, ooo 


jet not more than 9000 or 10,000 are in the way of 
king under the operation of the plough : although it is 


[ this pariſh, that the whole of the improvable ground 
nll, in due time, be made to change its natural ſtate. 


be greateſt part is encloſed and feneed by hedges, or ſtone 
als; the advantages of which are fully recogniſed; As 
he whole farms in the pariſh have been let npon a plan 
improvement, and therefore upon very reaſonable terms, 


ile from the coal and lime works, or the fale of oak 
dk and wood, cannot be accurately ſtated. 


luck cattle 1516 3 of ſheep, it is ſuppoſed; between 2000 
„ad 3000 ; and of ſwine 2 59. The writer has been in- 
; Wrned, that, about 60 years ago, there were only 2 carts. 


MW" the pariſh ; at preſent, there are 217; 2 Waggons, and 
f Vox. XIV. 3 * 5 fours 


of Candy + 425 


Fleaſt, have been reared; 53 of which are covered with 


rres are arable, or may be made capable of tillage ; but 
þbe hoped, from the progreſſing ſtate of improvement 
the land is occupied 1 in crop, paſture, or wood; and 
be preſent land rent, as eſtimated by the ratio of poor's 
ates does not much exceed 3000l. What revenue may 


The number of horſes in the pariſh is about 4c 407 3 - of 
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1 four-wheeled carriage. The ploughs in uſe here are 
the Engliſh conſtruction, and in number 208. 

I he victual produced in the pariſh is not, at this tin 
equal to the conſumption. The beſt land, as was before d 
ſerved, is laid down in graſs ; which circumſtance, as wel 
as the extent of population, number of horfes and yi 
to be fed from the leſs „ n wil accou 
For this On 


Ecclefraftical State f the Pariſh.—There are between 
and 40 Seceders, chiefly of the ſec of Burghers; the re 
adhere to the Eſtabliſhed Church.—The living, as ſettle 
by a decreet of modification obtained laſt ſummer, cot 
ſiſts of 96 bolls of victual, half meal, half barley, 611. 2 
2d. in money, a manſe and glebe of about 20 acres Eng 
liſh. The Duke of Buccleugh is patron, as well as fol 
heritor. From a date, cut in ſtone, the manſe appears t 
Have been built 62 years ago, and at that period muſt hare 
been one of the beſt finiſhed, perhaps, in Scotland. | 
has fince been frequently repaired, but is very much ou 
of order at the time, and will require a thorough real 
to make it lodgeable. The church is in no better condition; 
the walls being in decay, the roof and windows inſuff 
cient, and two-thirds of the ſeats calling loudly for rene 
vation. It is expected that the church, manſe, and of 
fees will be completely e in the courſe of the en 
! ſummer. 


State of the Poor. 3 poor are maintained by : an af 


feſſment levied from his Grace, and the tenants, who pay 
One half of the ſum judged 


m proportion to their rents. 


neceſlary is paid by the Duke, and the other half by the 


tenants. The quantum allotted to individuals, is — 
2 


paid in 


ances ( 


gs. 2 ql 


( opted 
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be krk-ſeſſion and principal tenants, who meet for that 
id in advance. The ſum varies according to the circum- 


rs. a quarter. This mode of providing for the poor was 
opted by this, and the other pariſhes of the diſtrict, in 
1773, with the laudable deſign of reſtraining vagrant beg- 
rs, and confining them to their own pariſhes, where 


preſumed, that ſuch as were rendered unable, by age 


be taken care of, when they could no longer labour for 


ock, to which, by their induſtry, they were unwilling 


nſtrained to exertions of induſtry. And yet it is 


kbour, can want employment; where the price of provi- 
fons is reaſonable, and fuel to be had at ſo eaſy a rate, 
d where houſe rents are extremely moderate, it is ſin- 
gular that the number of poor ſhould have increaſed in 
proportion as the means of induſtry have been enlarged 
ud diffuſed. When the poor rates were eſtabliſhed in 
773, the era of improvements in Canoby, the annual 
mount was only 541. 28.; which left a ſurplus in the 


u individuals the whole poor then in the pariſh. At 
Martinmas 1793, the number of poor on the roll was 68, 
ud the aſſeſſment for their maintenance a quarter 44l., 
er 1761, a year; while, at the ſame time, there are two 


urpoſe at the commencement of every quarter, and is 


nces of the poor. Penſions are given from 58. to 21. 


ir neceſſities muſt be beſt known. By this ſcheme, it 
x indiſpoſition, to exerciſe their wonted induſtry, would 


brad ; while others, who had contracted habits of idle- 
jeſs, would be prevented from living upon the public 


þ contribute; and having no reſource for idleneſs, be - 


weſtion, whether thoſe objects have been fully 3 


1 this pariſh, where none that are able and willing to 


culector's hands, after affording the neceſſary ſupply to 


fiendly ſocieties in the pariſh, who have conſiderable | 
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funds for 45 relief of thets members, arhountin to fe 


veral hundred individuals. The increaſing number ſchools 
poor may be accounted for, from various cauſes; M xtendi 
want of induſtry or economy, and a culpable rehance, I choolr 
the foreſight of want, upon that fund, which is app erden 
priated to the aid only of the induſtrious, although u bon-cle 

| fortunate, members of the community; the circumſtan i bees. 

of young perſons entering ſo early into the married ſtat the 


as is the cuſtom here, without any rational proſped « 
ſubſiſtence 3 and then not exerting their induſtry in pn 
portion to their increaſed expenſe. Perhaps the ma 
ſcale of ſo many farms may tend to increaſe the numbe 


of the liſt ; as they cannet be ſuppoſed to afford bread Lan 
the families that neſtle upon . did the PR ee Cumbe 
hold the land i in fo Pe” langua 
Sch point « 
| VVV | EE * 
* Prices, Wages, Fuel, Proviſions, in ſome articles, vary in price wi 
the ſeaſons. At Martinmas, beef and mutton may be purchaſed at 2 x 
and the beſt at 3 d. the lb. In the ſpring, or beginning of ſummer, gi for, 1 
beef or mutton is ſold at 4d. The price of lamb is from 240. to how - 
the lb.; of yeal and pork from 24d. to 4d.; fattened geeſe, 25. and 1 ng, ] 
6d.; ducks, 6d. and 7d.; hens, 7d. and 8 d.; chickens, 2d. 23d. 4 
| 3d.; butter at 6d.; and beſt cheeſe, of cow or ewe milk, at 36,1 ans 
4d. the Ib Dutch weight. Wheat is fold from 145. to 11. 18 the C de be 
liſle buſhel, equal to 3 Wincheſter ; oats, from 5s. to 98., and bal: goc 
from 88, to 148. the Carliſle buſhel, the meaſure uſed in this puri found 
Oat meal, according ta the ſtate of crops, is ſold from 1s. 8d. to 25. thon 
the ſtone. Excepting victual, which of late years has been advanci 8 
in price, the other articles have Rood much at the Gen rate during d 
writer's incumbency. | | 2 econon 
Labourers in huſbandry, and other work, receive 18. a day; vt bring 1 
employed in mowing, Is. 6d. Carpenters, bricklayers, and maſons, ! money 
6 d.; tailors, when victuals are afforded, 10 d. The wages of my Nat 
fervants are from 61. to 1ol. ; of female ſervants, from 21. 105. coal n 
0s. a year. A labourer's earnings through the year may amount lituatic 
161. The coalliers, it is ſaid, may earn from tos. to 205. 2 we nec, 
Their expenſes muſt N upon their mode of living, and turn f which 


econon 


Of Canoby. = -, 


%. There is a parochial or public, and five private 
chools in the pariſh. The number of ſcholars at preſent 
tending the whole, amounts at leaſt to 300. The pariſh 
choolmaſter has a legal ſalary of 200 merks, a houſe and 
erden; which, with the emoluments of his office of ſef- 
ul bon-clerk, may be equal to 20l., independent of ſchool 
ſes. About 70 of the above number of ſcholars belong 
to the public ſchool, and are taught Engliſh, French, La- 
in, and Greek; writing, arithmetick, book-keeping, and 
mathematicks. In the private ſchools are taught only 
rading, writing, and arithmetick. EY 


Cumberland, Annandale, and Eſkdale, ſeems to form the 


point of grammatical propriety ; and with reſpect to ac- 
cent, harſh and unpleaſant. The plaineſt rules of ſyntax 
we much violated : For example; I is, thou is ; Þ'e gaan, 
for, I am going; tho ſe get, thou ſhalt get; how'/e You, 


mz, I wot it is; in plain Engliſh, it is fo. The word 
ery is much in uſe here, as well as on the other fide 
the border, and denotes praiſe. A canny perſon, or thing; 
good fort of perſon, &c. In you, the diphthong is 
ſounded as in trout ; and the vowel in me, as the diph- 
thong in feign. e 85 


bring up their families in a decent manner; and ſome even fave a little 
money for future emergencies. 5 | 55 

Nature has been extremely bountiful to Canoby in fuel. Beſides the 
coal mines already mentioned, there is abundance of moſs in different 
ſtations, open to the free uſe of all the inhabitants. Coals may be 
purchaſed upon the bank, at the rate of 5 d. the horſe load; four of 
my, value 18. 8 d, being as much as any ſingle horſe can draw in a 


Language —A mixture of the provincial dialects of 


unguage commonly uſed here, which is very incorrect in 
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how art thou. I wite ist, a common expreſſion, mean- 


The 


teonamy. Thoſe who are ſober and attentive, live comfortably, and 
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The names of places are expreſſive of their local fity; 
tion and circumſtances, and are generally of Engliſh der 
vation; as, Tarrasfoot, Drybrow, Broomyknow, Forge 
where there was once an iron foundery ; Priorhill, u 
eminence, part of the priory lands, &c. Barnglieſh, when 


ſequent 
the pec 
The ne 
gave an 


the remains of an old building appear, may perhaps he Weir in 
Contraction of the French, Bernard egliſe, Bernard chucxuih 

Torcoon, Glinzier, pronounced Gling-year, Mumbyhirl johts 

at which there are the ruins of a tower or caſtle, may aiſle has 

ford exerciſe to adepts in Celtic and Saxon lore. ers: h 
. 1 VV general 

Perſons of Eminence, Natives of the Pariſh.—The fons ct of 


the Reverend Mr. Petrie, who died miniſter of Canoby thou 


are entitled to notice under this head. Four are nofirry te 
alive, who, by their talents and induſtry, have all acqurep"3 of 
ſplendid fortunes. | The eldeſt, Dr. Robert | Petrie, wh the 
he continued in practice, was an eminent phyſician ii mor 
Lincoln, and Fellow of the Royal College of Phyſicians a! ? ſu 
Edinburgh; and the youngeſt, William Petrie, Eſq, i ums a 
at this time, ſecond in Council at Madras; who is no EH 9cc2 
diſtinguiſhed or his benevolence and amiable manners iſntuni 
private life, than for his ſuperior abilities in the pubiꝗ r ci 
{tation he now fills. is pref 
| 5 | | | King t 
Cbaracter, &c.—Many circumſtances have occumfife in 


within theſe 20 or 30 years, to introduce a change in nes 
_ diſpoſitions and manners of the people. It is well known anſider 
that wherever idleneſs prevails, vices as naturally fp conc 


up in the mind, as weeds in neglected fields. Induſtry vf ace 
not formerly the characteriſtic of this part of the border ls pla 
Gambling was a favourite paſtime with many; with ſom! far I 
an employment. In particular, horſe-racing and cock ety, 
lighting were much in vogue; and the irregularities co alibly 


3 | ſequel 
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ſequent upon ſuch meetings, among the lower claſſes of : 
he people, brought a ſtain upon the general character. 
The new farms that were ſet off, upon the waſte lands, 
gave an eſtabliſnment to many families; and in theſe, not 
my their comfort, but civil exiſtence, depended upon 
their induſtry. The works carried on by his Grace in the 
pariſh have afforded regular employment to maſons, 
nichts, and labourers z while the manufactures at Car- 
Iſle have given occupation to the numerous claſs of wea- 
ers: hence the ſpirit of induſtry was infuſed in a more 
encral manner than before. As a check upon the con- 
vt of the lower individuals, his Grace has reſerved the 
houſes upon the farms in his own power; fo that, at 
ery term, any offender of this deſcription, againſt the 
kms of good order, can be turned out of the pariſh. In 
ll the new leaſes, a clauſe of nullity is inſerted, in caſe 
moral delinquencies therein ſpecified ; and tenants, even 
f a ſuſpicious character, are in danger of loſing their 
kms at the expiry of the leaſe. His Grace having fixed 
n occaſional reſidence at Langholm Lodge, has an op- 
etunity of being perſonally acquainted with the parti- 
Fular circumſtances of the pariſh, which is honoured with 
s preſence almoſt every day, while in the country; and 
king thus under his review, not only the character of 
e inhabitants in general, but even that of individuals, 
mes to be known : This circumſtance has, no doubt, 
mhderable weight in guarding the people againft irregu- 
conduct, which, they are aſſured, muſt preclude from. 
l accels to his Grace's favour. The happy effects of 
ls plan of reform are conſpicuous ; and ſuch reform is 
i far more importance to the comfort and happineſs of 
ety, than either triennial or annual parliaments could 
idly be. The tenantry, ſo far as is known to the 
. — | dr 
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| writer, are induſtrious, ſober, and decent, in all n 
ſpects. The ſame may be ſaid of the generality of 
other claſs of inhabitants; although, it muſt be owne! 
there are exceptions, which, it is apprehended, wall 
_ ſtill be fewer, if ſpirituous liquors were more rare; an 
perhaps alſo, if parents were more attentive in teach 
their children the firſt leſſon of obedience to themſelre 
for by preſerving the curb of parental authority, the you 
would be in a great meaſure prevented from contrafti 
Habits of diſſipation in the early part of life, which aft 
ward are not eaſily eradicated. _ 
The people are of the middle ſize, with a due prope 
Gon of bodily ſtrength, capable of enduring hardfhip 
ſagacious, humane, and benevolent. Many are ferioul 
diſpoſed, and all for the moſt part regular in their atten 
| ance upon the public ordinances of religion. 


Count 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The advantages ha 
already been ſtated in the courſe of this inquiry. I. 
only obvious diſadvantage is the want of manufacture 
which, from the increaſe of population, is already it 
and muſt be ſtill more ſenfibly felt, if the population hok 
on in a progreſſing ſtate. In the event of manufadu 
being eſtabliſhed, the many ſmall farms would, from 
_ circumſtance, acquire additional value; in which bo 


H 

| 
Kelſo, 
de pa 
if the 
8a thi 


landlord and tenant would have a joint intereſt. And 2 

is humbly preſumed, conſidering the advantages of pud wie ? 

roads in all directions; of coal, lime, free-ſtone, and ti us 

ber upon the ſpot z and every reſource that rivers and © 
vulets may yield, that no place can be more fayoural a 

ſituated for many branches of manufacture, to which tho % 
articles are eſſential. Th 

c 
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NUMBER XXIV. 
PARISH OF CRICHTON. 


COUNTY OF EpinBuRGH, SyNoD of LOTHIAN AND. 
TWEEDDALE, PRESBYTERT OF DALKEITH.) 


By A FRIEND To STATISTICAL INQUIRIES. 


Situation, Extent, Sil, Agriculture, &c. 
HIS pariſh is Situated about 12 miles S. from Edin- 


Kelſo, runs through it. There are about 3900 acres in 
de pariſh. Above 1100 of theſe are outfield. This part 


r clay bottom. The paſture it produces is ſcanty, and 
td, with little ſhelter for ſheep. The proprietors have 
mlely turned their attention here to planting. The planta- 
tons ſeem to thrive well, and will beautify and ſhelter 
lie country, Within theſe 5 years, about 50 acres have 


Crichton. 


The other part of the pariſh, towards the N., is well 


burgh. The great road leading to Cornhill and 


| the pariſh is little capable of improvement. The ſoil . 
8a thin moſs on the ſurface, with either a wet ſoft ſand, 


ten planted, in ſtripes and clumps, upon the eſtate of 


Wapted to tillage. A great part of it is a deep rich ſoil, 
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a and capable of producing heavy. crops. 
1 dry and ſharp, and well adapted to turnip. Many of th 
farms are encloſed with hedges and ſtone fences. Ty 
| turnip huſbandry has been introduced with ſucceſs, and 
agriculture | is in a thriving ſtate. 
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Proportion of Crops. 


Barley, 199 
Wheat, 60 
Peaſe, 50 
Potatoes, 32 
Flax, | ; 


Some of the encloſures of Crichton in a paſture n rent & 


three guineas che acre. 


Numberof draught wth, 190 Sheep, 


Number of: acres in n oats, 567 Number of acres in uri I 
Summer fallow, 


Sown graſs, 


Plantation, 


Paſture, 


Saddle and carriage ditto, 26 Wheel carriages, 


Cattle on paſture, 169 Carts, 
Ditto on turnip in winter, 139 Ploughs, 


Populution.— According to Dr. Webſter's report, tha 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 611. The inhabitants0 


this pariſh are about goo at preſent. 


Ditto of marriages, " 2 mO 


| In the villages of Crichton | Perſons under 10 years, 211 


and Path-head, 450 Between 10 and 20j, 
In the country, 360 20 and 30, 
Fein -—- :-: 248 30 and 40, 
Males, — 42 5 40 and 50, 
Females, - -' "78 50 and 60, 
Annual average of births for 60 and 70, 
10 years preceding 1791, 21 no and 80, 


80 and 99, 


The reſt of it 
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between 
{embers 
Church 
geceders, 
:opriets: 
Jitto non 
lergyma 
choolma 
armers 2 

; 
27 
15 


Ditto une 
mkeepe 


carpe 
day, 

\ maton 
fever 
Jo, con. 


y lab 


del. t! 
al, 
Mutton 
mb, 
ter, 
ork, . 
ele, 
Ducks, 


Mi 


e, 


getween 90 and 100, r Smiths, CC 
embers of the Eſtabliſned Maſons, VH 
arch, 690 Carpenters, 1 


u ceders, — 210 Weavers, 5 e 
ſwprietors reſiding; JFF 
Nitto non- reſiding, | 4 Shoemakers, 7 4 
an, 1 Cooper, - ns 
1 ²˙ r Y © 5s Þ 
mers above 50l. a year, 10 Bakers, «- =—_ 4 
io under 5ol. 4 Lint manufacturer, 1 
„ 6-5 3 


Mage, of Handicrafts, Labourers, &&. 
5 arpenter receives a Female, at hay, N 
V 2d. The female ſervant victualled 


en, 1. 8d. by her maſter, 11. 156. 
aver for linen 8d. the yard, The male ſervant victualled 
10088". coarſe woollen 4d. do. by his maſter, yearly, 6l. 63. 


37 labourer, male, 18. 2d. 


; Price of Proviſions. 55 
. the pound, 41d. Fowls, ditto, |. 238. 6&. 
tee,, ; 5d. Chickens, ditto, 1s. 4d. 
o lutton, 5 43d. Butter, the pound, 10d. 

mb, in June, the quar- Cheeſe, the ſtone, 6s. 

= 1s. 6d. Oatmeal, the peck, 1s. 2d. 
Aer, the pound, 15 4d. Wheat, the boll, 238. 
140 tele, - - 28. Gd. Barley, - - 178. 
Locks, each pair, 28. Gd. Oats, — — 128. 
104 n | 
13 Mineral. There is a lime-ſtone quarry wrought in this 
bf gal to a conſiderable extent. About 4000 bolls of lime 
e annually from this pariſh. The lime is carried 


Wards of 30 miles S., and raiſes excellent crops. Coal 
* I 2 has 
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bas been diſcovered in this pariſh, but there 3s me 
wrought at preſent. 'The lime work 1 18 ſupplied with 60 


ef Crichton, it was beſieged, taken, and levelled vi 


« grou! 


« rebut 


from the pariſh of Cranſtoun. 6 gant, 
Advantages. — The vicinity of Datel | market, Eccl. 
5 neighbourhood of coal and lime, and the great road le cember 
ing to Edinburgh and to the S., are great advantages Wi Scotlar 
the farmers. This pariſh has a peculiar advantage in oi bn an 
ing altogether freed from thirlage. For many years A boys, 
there has not been a corn mill in the pariſh. The 1 nenſal 
work employs a conſiderable number of hands. About dre“ 
years ago, a ſociety was formed in Path-head, for the if V0 
port of diſtreſſed labourers. The number at preſent WW enere 
upwards of 140: The ſtock amounts to 1601. Sterling unfini 
f oo COYOTE» pariſh 
5 Antiquities. There are the remains of a camp or « lying 
trenchment at Longfaugh, in this pariſh. It ſtands uM of m. 
_ a riſing ground, is of a circular form, and the entrend weer 
ments may, in many parts, be eaſily traced. It is p in 17 
| bable that ſome conſiderable battle had been fought WM eeller 
this pariſh, from the great number of bones dug up wt 
Path-head was building. In the lower ground, {rl Se. 
chevaux de friſe have been found, which were uſed | palt, 
wounding horſes feet. They are in the form of ring tae p 
inches in diameter, and armed all round with ſharp pike The 
turned up in a circular manner.—The caſtle of Crichton I Ed. 
a very ancient and magnificent building.“ This calle to {: 
fays Pennant, “ was once the habitation of the Chance poor 
Crichton, joint guardian with the Earl of Callander the 
“James II., a powerful and ſpirited ſtateſman in ti 2 in 
de turbulent age; and the adviſer of the bold, but blood 5 
er 


« deeds againft the too potent Douglas. During the l 
« th 


« ground by William Earl of Pee It was Sri 


i * 


Lick F offical e Te ck was founded, 26th De- 
cember 1449, by Sir William Crichton, Chancellor of 


boys, out of the rents of Crichton and Locherwart : a 
menſal church, belonging to the archbiſhop of St. An- 
drew's, reſerving to the biſhop the patronage of the prebends 
of Vogrie, Arniſton, Middieton, and Locherwart. It is a 
jenerable building in che form of a croſs, the W. end left 
unfiniſhed. It is ſituated at the weſtern extremity of the 
pariſh, Colonel Callander of Crichton is patron.— The 


of meal, and. 451. Sterling in money. The glebe is be- 
tween 6 and 7 acres of good land. The manſe was built 


cllent houſe. 
School and Poor. — The ſchool has been, for ſome years 
the pariſh, The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is about 100 merks: 


The fees, 18. 6d. for Engliſn; 28. for writing; and 28. 
6d. for writing and arithmetick. He has between 70 and 


90 ſcholars ; ; and his income may amount to 30l.— The 


poor are ſupported by the collections at the church door, 


the dues on marriages and funerals, and the remainder of 
a ſmall ſtock, which is now nearly exhauſted. Though 


allefiment is not altogether without diſadvantages, it will 
be neceſſary in this pariſh. 


NUMBER. 


c 237 


« rebuilt, and part of this new work 1 is N ele- 


Scotland, with conſent of James Crichton, Knight, his 
on and heir, for a provoſt, 9 prebendaries and 2 ſinging 


ling is 3 chalders 12 bolls of barley, 3 chalders 4 bolls 


in 1758, and, with a ſmall repair, might be made an ex- 


paſt, removed to Path-head, the moſt populous part of 
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NUMBER RXV. 


(CouxTy or EpmBuRen, 8 No or 3 
T'WEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY OF DALKEITH.) 


By the Rev. Mr. Jonn FLEMING. © 


: Pio Situation, and Exteut. | a to 


(OWN 1 
Tin original name of this pariſh dein to have been Ind ſoi 
Carrington, which is always pronounced, and very iſuted. 


often ſpelled Cairnton. Of the origin of this name, no {>> ive for 
_ tisfaCtory account occurs. As far back as the year 1711, 
it ſeems to have received the name of Primroſe, moſt pro- 
bably from the family of that name having acquired 2 Hue 
very large proportion of the landed property which it con- IH ar 
tains. But although, fince the period above mentioned, WW! adj 
which 1s the earlieſt at which any pariſh records aper, tl fy 
it has always paſſed under the name of Primrofe in wrii- Emo. 
ing, ſuch is the attachment of mankind to whatever i bale 
ancient, that, in the oral communications of the neigh- 
bourhood, it ſtill, for the moſt part, retains the name of 
Cairnton. At the extreme points, its length, from E. to 
W., is about 34, and its breadth. from S. to N., 2 miles. 


tons 1 
ae m 


light 
lem 
Kc. 
whe 
b b 


Oi: I 


Climate, Soil, C ultivation, and Produce.— The hills call- 
j attrating the clouds in their progreſs from the W., 
(country on both fides of it, in their more immediate 
tation of which is low, the air is temperate; to the 
reftward, it becomes colder than, from the ſhortneſs of the 
itance, and the inconſiderable elevation of the ground, 
antecedent to experience, we ſhould have naturally ſup- 
ode proofs of its ſalubrity. About the village of Prim- 


ies of the pariſh, it is cold, wet, and mooryh, particu- 


on upon the moſt eligible ſpots, both as to climate 
nd foil, of the ſeveral diſtricts in which they are ſi- 


ne formed, men have diſcernment. to ſelect thoſe ſitua- 
tons in which the air is leaſt inclement, and the herb- 
we moſt freſh and abundant. The cultivation and ma- 
cf agriculture, men always apply to the fields immediate- 
a ſuperiority of the circumjacent lands to thoſe that are 
barley, oats, peaſe, potatoes, turnips, and clover. On the 
lems to be turnips or potatoes, oats, clover, turnips, 
de. On thoſe that are more inclined to wet and clay, 


Weat after fallow is more frequent. 'The plough, which 


wall, and drawn by 2 horſes. But a ſenſe of the obvi- 


the Moorfoots on the S., and the Pentlands on the N., 
nder the climate of this pariſh rather drier than that of 


gigkbourhood, In the eaſtern part of the pariſh, the 


oled. The longevity of ſeveral of the inhabitants, and 
heir freedom, in general, from epidemical diſeaſes, ſeem 


ie, the ſoil is good and dry. But towards the extremi- 


ty to the N. and W. Villages ſeem generally to be ſet 
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ted. Even in thoſe rude ages, in which ſettlements 


me of a long ſeries of years, which, in the infancy 
f adjacent to the villages they inhabit, increaſe the natu- 
mote, The produce of the pariſh conſiſts of Wheat, 


igt and dry lands, the moſt approved rotation of crops 


b by far the moſt in general uſe, is that conſtructed hy 
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| ous advantages to be etw from the uſe of Gogle ear 
has not been able to vanquiſh the inveterate Prejudice 
againſt them, and in favour of double carts. On a ven 
large proportion of the pariſh, very inconſiderable propre 
has been made in the improvements, of which it is ful 
ceptible. Not a ſmall part of it is ſtill unencloſed, and i 
general appearance is rather bleak and unſneltered. 


Rent, 
dots. 

n the 1 
mot 
if the 
ned 1 


Number, and E mployment of the Tobabitants.—The a 
rage of births recorded from 1752 to 1762, was 163 
from 1762 to 1772, 12,5 3 from 1772 to 1782, 11,5 : fron 
1782 to 1792, 9,6 : From which it appears, that as the 
are no manufactories in the pariſh, to encourage the inf 

of inhabitants from other quarters, the population mutt | 
in a ſtate of gradual decreaſe. Hence, the number n 


Cy 3 b 
Dus in 
um 18 


turned to Dr. Webſter in 1755, which amounted to 555 * 
was, in July 1793, reduced to 329 ſouls of both {exe = 
and of all ages and deſcriptions. The chief cauſe of th =P 
diminution has been the laying down to graſs a conſide TP 
able part of the lands, in conſequence of which man uk 
of the farm houſes and cottages have fallen into decay nl 
If it were duly conſidered, that the ſoil derives its value e Vor. 
tirely from the number of inhabitants, and the conſeque 
demand for its produce, this mode of management wou The 
probably be adopted with more caution, even by thoſe Wie. na 
whom profit is the ultimate object. The number of ene, 
milies in the pariſn is 85: of females, 171; of male A 
158; and of children below 10 years of age, 66. The . 
are 42 Seceders in the pariſh, including the children ta un 
thoſe who are of that perſuaſion. All the reſt of the fr), 
habitants attend the Eſtabliſhed Church. There are | AH d 
the pariſh 9 farmers, 1 ſmith, 1 wright, 2 weavers, 3 fa I oy 
lors, 1 ſhocmaker, 1 gardener, and 1 ſmall inn&cp",. f. 


I 


Of Pri. . 
ye bulk of the reſt of the people are farmers ſervants 


x phyſic in the pariſh. 2 are only 2 heritors, 1 of 
em reſides. 5 


ned in it cannot be eſtimated with any degree of accu- 
cy; becauſe they are always conſiderably more numer- 
us in ſummer than in winter. The rent of the largeſt 
um is 23 51. and of the imalleſt ol. n 


ul in 1711. Its form is regular and convenient, and 
6 walls well built and ſubſtantial. But as the roof is 
ch decayed, as the windows ate ſhattered, the walls 
weh from the hand of the maſon, the ſeats crazy and 
mepular, its internal appearance is the very reverſe of that 
Imple elegance which befits a place of public worſhip. 
Vol. XIV, 5 3 RE on 7: The 


lbourer from 10 d. to 14 d.; and of a woman for hoeing turnips or potatoes, 


im: time paſt, work people of all kinds have been more eaſily procured than 
famerly, and their wages begin rather to fall. The price of every article is 


the cariage of every thing they ſell to Edinburgh, and of every thing they 
hy from that city, Which is at the diſtance of about 9 miles. 


1 labourers. There are no practitioners either of law 


ba Kc.— The valued rent of the pariſh is 2830l. 
bots. As more than one-third of the whole land in it is 
i the natural poſſeſſion of the proprietors, the real rent 
mot be aſcertained with preciſion. For the ſame rea- 
n, the number of black cattle, horſes, and ſheep main 


Church, Stipend, School, FEY 80 4Thi Aa was. 
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# The rate of wages is as follows: Of a ploughman, from 61. to 71.3 
# 2 maid ſervant, from 21. 10 8. to 31. ISS. a year, beſides viduals: of a4 


for hay making, from 64. to 7 d. a day, without victuals: of a maſon or 
Wight, from 20d. to 22d. a day, without victuals: The wages for cutting 
lay, but eſpecially corn, in harveſt, vary according to circumſtances. For 


drin the ſame here, as in the Edinburgh market, by which it is regulated; 
With this diſadvantage, however, that the inhabitants of this pariſh muſt pay 
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The manſe was built in 1756, and underwent a thorou 
repair in 1790; but the offices are paltry and ruino 
The ſtipend, by decreet of locality in 1742, is 32 bolls 
barley, 32 bolls of oatmeal, and 381. 6s. 8d. in money, 
Ihe ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 100 merks Scots. The ny 
ber of his ſcholars is generally under 20. The 0 
branches of education that are taught are, reading Enęll 
writing, and arithmetick. For the firſt of thoſe, f 
ſchool wages are 144. z for the ſecond 184. z and for f 


be who 
hole C 
ate of 
t forn 
ed t 
ive 
er, of 


the 


third 28. a quarter. The whole of the ſchoolmaſters farr 
come, including perquiſites of every kind, cannot exce "ny 
IN DEN 


10l. a year, beſides a ſmall houſe and garden.—The nu 


ber of poor upon the pariſh roll is generally about F the | 


who receive, according to their exigencies, from 23. Wi * 
4s. 6d. a month. This monthly diftribution is made fn be f 
| | rol 


the collections at the church doors, dues of marriages a 
mortcloths, &c.; and formerly, draughts upon a ſn 
fund at intereſt, but that being lately exhauſted, at p 
_ ſent an affeſſment, of about 161. a year, paid equally | 
the landlords and tenants. Poor rates, like every oth 
thing, may be attended with ſome inconvenience. Th 
may, in fome inſtances, encourage idleneſs and avidity 
thoſe by whom they are claimed, or peculation and e 
travagance in thoſe by whom they are adminiſtered. I 
it ſeems undeniable, that they poſſeſs this advantage, ti 
they proportion diſtribution to opulence, and force 

churliſh to ſhare equally with the charitable, the burde 
ol ſupplying the neceſſities of the indigent. 
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Miſcellaneous Ohſervations.— The only regular fund & 
repairing the roads and bridges in the pariſh, is the tat 
labour, which is converted at 18d. for every ploughga 
and which amounts to about 181. a year. The length! 


bole of theſe roads were, till very lately, in a miſerable 


formed. In theſe circumitances, it is not to be ex- 


the moſt defirable accommodations in eyery country, 
e farmers and inhabitants have of late years managed 
is buſineſs in a manner very creditable to themſelves, 


wit 2 ſmall bridges, and levelled 2 very heavy pulls; and 
the road leading from Peebles through the villages of 
mroſe and Dalhouſie to Dalkeith, which has hitherto 
ſorded a great part of the pariſh funds, and on which 
ere was erected, ſeveral years ago, a turnpike near the 


| that turnpike, which thoſe who uſe the road, and pay 


don to believe, that the repairs of the other roads 
mld advance ſo rapidly, that the Wow would ſoon be 
good condition. | 
There is only 1 threſhing ate in the pariſh. It is 
ſuch a conſtruction, that one ſimilar to it may be 


lcd upon a wrong point. The teſt of ſuperior excellence 


3:fF*-"5 to have been hitherto chiefly the production of the 
hoat Fateſt quantity of work in a given time. Hence, ma- 
ss bave been conſtructed, which, eſpecially when 


went by water, are ſufficient to threſh the produce, 
TW 


not 


of Primroſe 443 
hole roads in ue parich may be about 10 miles. The 
ate of diſrepair, and a great part of them has never been 
fed that the application of ſo ſmall a ſum can be pro- 


active of any conſiderable improvement. Senſible, how- 
er, of the advantages of good roads, which furniſh one 


id beneficial to the publick. Beſides making good ſome 
che roads, which were formerly impaſſable, they have 


lice laſt mentioned, was to be repaired from the proceeds 


e toll duties, are certainly entitled to expect, there is 


ted for about 30l. It is wrought by 2 horſes, and is 
Jul to the work of any farm. The publick attention, 
regard to thoſe uſeful machines, ſeems to have been 
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can be conſtructed at a ſmall expenſe, merits the publi 


44 — Stalfical Account 


not of one farm only, but of a whole pariſh. But cite ri; 


tainly it would be more uſeful to endeavour to red tons 
them to ſuch ſimplicity of form, and lowneſs of price, Wile ft 
would bring them within the reach of thoſe farmers M inpreę 
moderate capital, who compoſe the great body of Hues, 


ſeems 
and C1 
which 


_ profeſſion. Hence, every model of thoſe machines, whi 


"els; ſo that by comparing the different forms, « 


perience may be able to aſcertain, which is, upon ons 0 
whole, the moſt eligible. ter of 
On the river South Eſk, which boats the pariſh q de, t. 


the 8. and S. E., there are ſome good ſtations for ere 
ing machinery, and particularly one thought to be e 
tremely commodious for a paper mill. In ſome futu 
period of more advanced induſtry, thoſe ſtations m: 
prove the more valuable, that the whole pariſh is ſaid 
bea field of coal of different ſtrata, one of which is 
very ſuperior quality, and another of the thickneſs of 1 
feet. It has alſo been thought by ſome, that the ad 
cent grounds exhibit ſtrong appearances of iron fon 
Upon the banks of this river alſo, which are now ore 
run and deformed with furze and broom, trees wol 
ſhoot with luxuriance, ſhade and beautify the coun 
and amply reward the planter's toil. But all thoſe nat 
ral adyantages remain neglected. . To whatever quart 
of the globe we turn our thoughts, fimilar, but m0 
ſtriking, objects of regret meet our obſervation. II 
earth, which induſtry might have turned into a fruit 
garden, remains, for the moſt part, a waſte and bart 
wilderneſs. How numerous and extenſive are the » 
vannahs, on which the ploughſhare and the fickle nei 
 gleamed! How tall and majeſtic are the foreſts, in wh 
| the ſound of the hatchet never echoed ! Upon man) ! 
1 ( 
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tions, the fail of commerce has been almoſt never ſeen, 


and cultivate. When fall the happy period arrive, at 
fons of men ſhall place their glory in imitating the charac. 


ate, to improve, and to telicitate 5 ? 


he rivers, which roll their mighty waters ; through the 
The ſurface of the earth is ſtrewed, and its bowels are 
impregnated, with the rude materials of uſeful manufac- 
tures, which the hand of ſkill has never touched. Man 
ems more eager to deſolate and deſtroy, than to produce 


which ruin and carnage ſha ! ceaſe for ever, and all the 


er of the Supreme Univerſal Father, who delights to cre | 
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NUMBER XXVII. 
PARISH OF CORSTORPHINE, 


Cocvrr AND Fiberrint or SE Srx00 0 
|  LoTrmian AND I'VREDDALE.} 


By the Rev. Mr. TaMEs Chris, 


Name, Extent, Surface, and Soil. 


T HIS pariſh is ſaid to have obtained its name from 
the circumſtance of a golden croſs being preſented 
o the church by ſome French nobleman, „ Croix, dur 
ne,” and hence Corſtorphine. But as there is no rem- 
nant of tradition, which relates to any change of name 
_ aving taken place, and which this vulgar opinion doth 
mply, we are rather to look for the origin of the name 
from ſome of thoſe local circumſtances which determined 
the firſt ſettlers to give to places thoſe appellations which 
they yet bear. According to ſome {killed in the Gaelic 
tongue, the name ſignifies the milk-houſe under the hill 
Others derive it from Coire, a large hollow, or round 
glen; Stor, ſteps through a wet place; and Phin, either 
from Fionn, white, or from Fein the Fingobans, i. e the 
hollow or glen with the white ſteps, or the glen of the 
Fingoban 


fingoban ſteps: The termination in, may have come 


ngliſh miles, and its greateſt breadth 24 miles; its form 
regular —The ſurface is in general level, riſing to few 


W. ſides, they riſe from the plain by an eaſy gradual aſ- 


. in an indented criſtated form, into the boundaries of 


he beautiful ſeats of Belmont * and Beechwood ; the lat- 


tratneſs with which it hath been embelliſhed by its pre- 
{nt poſſeſſor. Almoſt the whole of the grounds being 


ſary for the embelliſhment of the country, and even, 
intereſts, from affording that ſhelter which is ſo friendly 


difications, 


lic In 1745, the Duke of Cumberland, when paſſing by Belmont, obſerved, 
1, flat in his march through Scotia:d, this villa was the handſomeſt he had ſeen, 
* U the moſt in appearance like thoſe in England. : | | | 8 

I There is growing near the village, in a cloſe belonging to Sir Willlam 


he Mich, in the end of May and beginning of June, exhibits an appearance of 
he d mf ſtriking beauty, That fide which is expoſed to the ſun, in the co- 


rom Fon, wells or fountains.—Its greateſt length is 4 


minences, and theſe inconſiderable; over a great part of 
is extent, it ſpreads into a ſmooth plain. The grounds 
f greateſt elevation, are thoſe which go by the name of 
Corſtorphine-hills, an appellation they hardly could have 
| naned, unleſs from being in a manner inſulated in the 
midſt of rich vallies, where they form a diverſity highly 
onducive to the beauty of the country: on the S. and 


r 5 : — - — ED Er nn ng oe 
wn — ator x "28 5 pI IRE Ie EE *_ DS ED — 
S ͤ »—.. ———— i r rene ee _ "= : : 
3 . 7 . 2 ec. PH EE 4 & 2 g ; 


525 * 2 
73 —. — 
. Ä SD 2 
©, 


{nt; on the E. fide, they are more precipitate, and run 


ie pariſh of Cramond. Their appearance on the S. fide 
s remarkable for its beauty. They are decorated with 


ter of which is remarkable for that pleaſing and elegant 
able, and of the greateſt value when converted to this : 
uſe, there is leſs occupied with plantations than is ne- 

Ferhaps, than what might actually be conducive to its 


0 vegetation T. Every diverſity of foil, in its ſeveral mo- 


Dick, a {ycamore tree of a conſilerable ſize, and the largeſt in Scotland, 
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5 8 clay and ſand, forms that which prevails moſt, and produce 
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5 difications, is to be. Sound." in this pariſh. In ſome black 


2 bo diec 
there is found the rich black loam : this, diverſified wi 5 


zepita 
Fore! 
ſithin 

uns 
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re {ut 
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male a 
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very plentiful crops. In a great part of the meady 
ground, it 18 molly, « or compoſed of decayed vegetables 


1 1251 and M T bere are no inetily ve mine 
als at preſent dug in this pariſh, nor any account of the 
ever having been found. Search at preſent is making ft 
coal in the grounds of Mr. Keith of Ravelſton, whi 
there are very fine quarries of free or ſand-ſtone, mud 
in requeſt for the buildings carrying on at Edinburgh, u 

the fide of Corſtorphine-hill, oppoſite to Mr. Keith's qu 


. Ties, which are compoſed of the ſand-ſtone. There Me ins 
in the lands of Clermiſton inexhauſtible quarries of M cor 
blue ns.” or toad. tone. 7 je heri 

EIS» | ” _ patro 
Church, M 4 4 $:h1ol.—The church is an ancih the ! 


and reſpectable building: It is of Gothick architectuq umb 
and built in the form of the Jeruſalem croſs. The preſu ed + 
church was founded near the pariſh church of this plac 
by Sir John Foreſter of Corſtorphine, Lord High Chan 
| berlain of Scotland, and anceſtor to the Lord Foreſter, i 
the year 1429, and dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, f 
a provoſt, 5 prebendaries, and 2 ſinging boys. It was 
collegiate church, to which belonged thoſe of Corlto 
Phine, Dalmahoy, Hatton, Cramond, Collington, &c. In 
teinds of Ratho, half of the teinds of Adderton, and 0 
Upper Gogar, were appropriated among the revenues M er ſup; 
this college. The firſt provoſt was Nicholas Bannat/04 ure: 


wi . IVe, 


pntiout 
e of 
ith, | 
piece 
penſe 


urch 


| 1 | „ fore 
Tour of the leaves, is of the rich-{ vivid yellow hue ; from whence this tue 


is eaſily diſtinguiſhed at a diſtance almoſt incredible. A few flips have de 
taken from it, and which are thriving very well in other parts of the Country! 


7 


i} ore 
Vol. 


es died in 1470, and was buried in the eds where 


wit Lraph ſtill remains. The coat of arms of the family 


uct 


Foreſter is every where diſperſed over the building. 
0 


zins of this family. The figures, cut out in ſtone, are 


na... ſuffered from time and violence, they exhibit proofs 
nc tring been executed with dexterity and ſkill. The 
1 figures are covered with complete armour, and the : 


male appear richly ornamented, according to the faſhion 


laing ſeems to have ſuffered little by the waſte of time. 
: infide, a few years ago, was fitted up in a modern 


patron, — The manſe and offices have been repaired 


gular, he hath a ſmall piece of ground or glebe, near 
ke extent of an acre, amongſt the emoluments of his office, 


e of ground, which lies upon the fide of the Water of 
ith, near Coltbridge, which is called the Lamp Acre: 
piece of ground which was deſtined for defraying the 
penſes of a lamp which hung in the E. end of the 


me, Some ſay, that it was in honour of the Virgin, 
ie whoſe ſtatue it was lighted up : others, and with 
probability, think, that it ſerved as a beacon to 


Vor. XIV. 3 L direct 


of Corftorpbine: Wy 


hin the church in niches, are ſeveral monumental 


lrge as life: Amidſt that decay, which they appear to 


id dreſs of the times. The roof is ſupported by ſtrong. 
hes, and is formed by large ſtone flags : The whole 


u commodious manner, at a conſiderable expenſe, by 
| heritors. Sir William Dick of Preſtonfield, Baronet, 


the heritors this «laſt year, for the convenience of the 
ben. The ſchoolmaſter hath no houſe, but is al- 
wed a ſum of money in lieu. thereof, What is perhaps 


mntiouous to the village; and beſides this, he poſſeſſeth an 
urch of Corſtorphine. It is not long ſinee the pulley | 


Or lupporting it was taken down. 'There are various con- 
tures concerning the uſe this lamp was intended to 
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direc travellers going from Edinburgh, along 1 ron 
which, in thoſe times, was both difficult and dangerous. 


There is in this pariſh another place of: worſhip, bull Sho 
| which appears never to have been uſed for that pur But 
ſince the time of the Reformation. It is a ſmall chape Dic 

im 


at Gogar, which is now annexed to Corſtorphine : * 
is a burying-ground around it, and which is {till uſed fg 
this purpoſe. There are alſo a few acres of ground 23 
glebe, which belongs to the miniſter of Corſtorphine, an 
which, ſome years ago, was let in feu by the preſbyte 
of Edinburgh to the proprietor of the eſtate of Gogar, 

There is a ſchool ſtill ſupported in the village of Ge 
5 gar. Beſides the emolument of claſs-fees, the ſchoolma 
ter is in uſe to receive ſome benefaction from 2 pr 
Prietor of the 1 „ ; 


5 A &c.— According to Dr. Webſter's report 
the population in 1755 was 995. The preſent number o 
ſouls is 1037: of males, 484; of females, 553; at | 
years of age, and under, there are 228 3 of families, then 
are 250; which makes only 4+ to a family. The num 
ber of farms is about 17; and none of them of imme 
derate extent. The practice of engroſſing ſmall farm 
| ſeems not to have been practiſed in a degree any va 
' prejudicial in this pariſh. - The greateſt part of it is d 


| vided between 3 heritors: Beſides theſe, there are abou 
we re 

14 ſmaller heritors and feuars. There are no manufac 8 f 
turers in this pariſh. The numbers employed in the com. 
mon occupation of tradeſmen, are as under: enn 

: 55 1 i the « 
on: | DT N | o . | { hz 
Tailors 3, 1 Apprentices —— |.” 
Weavers. . 8, 3 Apprentice "7" 


Carpenters 9, 6 Apprentices, 2 Journeymen; im 
| | dlat ww IVY 


Maſons 8, 1 Apprentice, I Journeyman; 
Smiths 4, 2 Apprentices, — 1 e 3 
ghoemakers B33 c —_—_— 
Butchers 23 Brewers 1 Baker 1. 


Diſſenters of every denomination from the Eſtabliſhed 


rſt, for the greateſt part, belong to the two ſes of Se- 
reders ® —The poor are provided for by the collections 


ons, and caſual donations from the heritors : there is no 


wmber of poor on the roll is generally about 20. 
Rent —The valued rent is about 5200 Scots. From 


3L 2 „ 


* From the report which J have received from the old people in the village 


bhis place, not only for a tranſient viſit, but a permanent reſidence, hath for 
lme yeers been removed. The mineral ſpring of this place, whoſe waters 


vi diſuſe for a number of years. It is ſaid by ſome people, that in attempt- 


ttereby deſtroyed, When it was in repute, Corſtorphine was a place of faſhion- 
we reſort for the people of Edinburgh, and had its balls, and other faſhion 
nie amuſements of watering places. The water of this ſpring is naturally 
cold: It is impregnated with ſulphur, ſea, and Epſom ſalt; and, without ar- 
gating too many, or too great virtues, might evidently be uſeful in many caſes, 
iu the eure of u cers, old wounds, and cutaneous eruptions. 


{ have no authentic regiſter of the number of births and burials, for any 


den ſeries of years; but from thoſe which have taken place within theſe 


proportion. If th ere ſhall be publiſhed an Appendix to this work, I expect to 


ins , 
1.00 " ab's to 872 an accurate ſtatement of theſe, with other communications. 
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Church, are 55- Among theſe, 1 is a Cameronian ; the 


t the church door, the annual intereſt of ſome mortifica- 


fefſment by rates. The adminiſtration of theſe funds is 
mmitted ſolely to the miniſter and kirk-ſeſſion. The 


Abe alvantage of the ſituation, near the Edinburgh market, 


of Co ſtorphine, the population there muſt have greatly decreaſed, ſince the 
beginning of this century; almoſt whole ftreets, which were filled with _ 
buſes, being now laid out into gardens. One evident cauſe of bringing people 
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Fe much celebrated for their medicinal virtues, hath been in total diſre pute 


og to conduct a drain near the place, that the ſpring or ſource of the water was 


N months, the number of the former will exceed the latter in a very great | 
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for the ſale of produce, the real rent of the land in 
pariſh amounts nearly to 5oool. Sterling. The aver 
rent the acre (Scots ITE? * be computed from x 
- 21. Sterling. 


gore t 
pariſh, 
ed her. 
bring 
won tl 
{table 
is here 
been 11 
in a g 
ers, in 
the co! 
to the 
fed w 
ſhoot, 
pp!) 
nuſt 


"he: Agriculture. —Agriculture, in its different department 
18 conducted in this pariſh according to the moſt Impro 
ed modes adopted in Scotland, or the bordering counti 
of England. Summer fallow, and a due proportion 
green or meliorating crops, are obſerved in the rotati 
But the mode of conducting theſe is often varied byt 
| moſt judicious farmers, and which ariſes from a circun 
ſtance of local advantage, their acceſs to procure di 
from Edinburgh; by this means, they are enabled to ni 
_ crops from their lands in a ſucceſſion, which thoſe w! 
have not this advantage do not venture to try. It wi 
therefore, in general, be found, that in places more: 
mote from the capital, a greater uniformity Prevaus il 
their ſyſtems of management than is obſerved here, Þ 

ticular attention 1s paid to raiſing of potatoes, which 
here conducted with great ſucceſs, and for which El 
burgh affords a ready market. They reckon their h 
after chis crop to be very favourable for raiſing when 
and which being a profitable crop on high rated land, 
neceſſary for defraying the expenſe laid out in prepui hl u 
the ground for the potatoe crop. To bring an acre 0: WW mt a 
potatoe crop to market, amounts to an expenſe of 1008 tie p 
on land rented at 21. the acre. Dung 41. 3 plovgti whic 
planting, and dreſſing, 21. 10s. ; rent, 21. ; carrying Wil kge. 
market, 11. 108., at the rate of 18. the boll, 30 boils vl 7! 
ing an average produce: Total, 101. For feed, tg  » 


mous 
bowen 
turnip 
ſhoot, 
reef 
bee 

with 
ſon! 0 


called Red Nebs, are in higheſt eſtimation. The u Cor! 


of yams, for the feeding of horſes, is beginning more "i xc 
„ 8 | 10 
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tore to be introduced.—Turnips are cultivated in this 
iſh, but not to a great extent. Though they are rear- 
4 here to great perfection, and repay the farmer's toi}, 
bringing this year (1793), near 61. the acre, and conſumed 
won the farm yet they are not reckoned the moſt pro- 
ſtable green crop, as they exclude the wheat crop, Which 
i here of ſuch importance. The Swediſh turnip hath 
teen introduced into this pariſh : the feed is fown in beds 
na garden, and planted out in drilled rows. The farm- 
rs, in general, diſlike this ſpecies of turnip, and prefer 
the common one; although it certainly may be ſubſervient 
v the beſt purpoſes. On farms where cattle or theep are 
kd with turnip, as the common ſpecies is fo apt early to 
hoot, or be rendered uſeleſs by froſt, where there is no 
fupply of any other ſucculent or green food, the cattle 
muſt either be ſupported with hay and corn, at an enor- 
nous expenſe, or the farmer muſt bring them to market, 
towever diſadvantageous to his intereſt. "The Swediſh 
turnip, as it ſtands againſt the froſt, and is not apt to 
hoot, offers to the farmer the moſt probable and certain 
relief againſt this inconvenience. This ſeaſon, it hath 
been cultivated to a conſiderable extent at Gogar, and 
vith great ſucceſs, notwithſtanding the dryneſs of the ſea- 
bn of planting. It will alſo ferve moſt advantageouſly to 
ill up blanks in the rows of the other turnip. —There is 
tot a great number of milch cows kept by the farmers, 
tte profits of the dairy not being reckoned equal to thoſe 
wach ariſe from the produce of the lands, when in til- 
lave, 3 
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They {till prepare for market, a conſiderable quantity 
af what is well known over the kingdom, by the name of 
Corſtorphine Cream. I have not been able to receive any 
3<count of the time when it was firſt introduced. I have 
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no gout; but it Ah a juſt claim to a very great any 
quity. Nor do I know if the ſame mode of Preparatiq 
Hath been always in uſe: at preſent, there is ſome yr 
ation obſerved. I believe, the moſt approved procek; j 
very ſimple, and is as follows: They put the milk, whe 
freſh drawn, into a barrel or wooden veſſel, which is fu 
mitted to a certain degree of heat, generally by immerſion 
in warm water: this accelerates the ſtage of fermentation 
the ſerous is ſeparated from the other parts of the mil 


the oleaginous and coagulable; the ſerum is drawn off H Ila, 
a hole in the lower part of the veſſel ; what remains Her m 
put into the plunge churn, and, after being agitated fo chere 
ſome time, is is ſent to market as —— cream *, manurs 
CC pot Ls CE | = fderab 
Implements f | Huſandry.—Thefe, in no relped; die reje 
From ſuch as are in common uſe. There are 2 threſhingſ}ryh, 
mills in this pariſh z and the farmers are ſo convinced n an 
their utility, that more will ſoon be erected: In the neig nds! 
bourhood of Edinburgh, they are of ſingular advantage hes, 
they enable the farmer, when he ſees it profitable, to bring forme 
a great part of his crop immediately to market; he is 0H loot 
_ encumbered with the ſtraw, as he would be in diſtaniſhg of 
parts of the country, as Edinburgh offers him a readyWſriaj 
market for it at all times. In a farm of any conſiderae untag 
extend of 
= ent 
* Oxen are uſed on one farm in this pariſh, with great advantage. Tt 8 it i 
prejudices which have excluded their employ me''t from che labours of nit 
culture, are likely to be removed: perbhæps thy aroſe from the diflike of the theſ. 
ſervants, more than the opinion of the maſter ; the former being better pleaſe I fi 


with ck fight of a pair of N-ek weil-fed horſes When properly train 
they will walk as f:ft as horſes in the you? 3 and, when as weil fd, wil ge- uncor 
form the ſame ab ur. On the above farm, two pair have often p'ough'6 A laſte; 
acre of ſummer allow in a day. They are ſucceſsfully employ*d on this ferm, be 
in diawing in a threſhing machine: Their equal ſtealy draught is admiraviy 
\Lvited to this purpoſe. 


| 

j 
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«tent, theſe machines will very much reduce to the farm- 9 
x the price of labour; with his ordinary hands, he can h 


hreſh-his corn, and carry on all his other occupations on 
te fame day. They may now be built for the expenſe of 
bl. or 451- Sterling, to be worked by 2 horſes. One in 
de neighbouring pariſh of Cramond (at Gray-Crook, be- 
knging to Mr. Allan), conſtructed on theſe e 
pill threſh: from 6 to 8 - polls in the hour, 8 
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ta alone which is here uſed, is dung ei- 
her made upon the farm, or brought from Edinburgh. 
There can be no diſpute concerning the ſuperiority of this 
manure over all others; but it hath been a matter of con- 
flerable ſurpriſe to farmers in other counties, why lime 
$ rejected as a manure in the neighbourhood of Edin- 
hroh, where, though dung may be procured, it is often 
t an exorbitant rate. It is anſwered to this, that the 
nds here, which have received dung mixed with ſo much 
ahes, would be injured by liming; the aſhes having per- 
frmed that which the lime is intended to produce, viz. 
b looſen the ſoil, and act as a ſtimulus. Notwithſtand- 
ng of this opinion, which is believed to be well founded, 
krhaps lime, in certain caſes, might be applied with ad- 
untage; not to ground which is impoveriſhed and exhauſt- 
of vegetable aliment, but in the rankeſt ſoil, and where 
gen the greateſt quantity of dung hath been laid down: 
Sit is well known, that calcareous bodies have a ſtrong 
nity to oils, the lime applied to ground abounding with 
theſe, will aſſiſt in bringing forward that proceſs which 
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wen favourable to vegetation; and if it abounds with the 
. corrupted roots of weeds and noxious plants, it will 
© Weir deſtruction, and thus N a double bene- | 

| have 
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have heard it often taken notice of, as an error in t 


el! 

farmers of this neighbourhood, that they were not uf * ra 
ciently careful to have their grounds cleaned by ſummed ren 
fallow, before they manured them with Edinburgh dung ¶ 4.c hu 
| | PREM | | T mead« 
Advantages and Diſadvantages.— The advantages are de Ace. 
rived almoſt entirely, perhaps, from the vicinity to H hol 
capital, where the demand for whatever the ground eu eque 
produce is conſtant and great. The farmer feels theſ heck 1 
advantages in every branch of his tranſactions. The ſtraw. a cc 
of his corns, and even his chaff, become objects of con tum: 
ſiderable value from this circumſtance. The landlord i ent 
lenſibly benefited, from the great increaſe of rent which ome 
theſe circumſtances produce. Another advantage this pa ject o 
riſh poticfſes is, from being very conveniently interſected pri 
by the two great roads which lead to Glaſgow ; by which des 
means, the communication with the Edinburgh maren, 3 
for carriages is convenient and eaſy. _ be 
One of the difadvantages is, the diſtance from con. 
Corſtorphine being almoſt equally remoyed from the coal bynate 
mines in the E. or the W. parts of the Lothians. TI kerab! 
lower grounds of this pariſh ſuffer much inconvenience... ac 

| tro V wat 

wuſe a 


* Price of Labour.The wages of ploughmen, and other labourers ems 


| | my CO 
Floyed in huſbandry, and who are hired yearly, or at the end of ever) ha 


chile 


year, are not extravagantly high in this pariſh, and are lower than in many 15 
: 10 brir 


other places of Sco:lind, particularly in the counties of Roxburgh and Ber- 


' wickſhire. Servants who ar- married, and have families, beſides pecuripp ocur 
emolument, have ſuch a recompenſe, in carriage of fucl, in meal, and ocher ſultain 
neceſſarics f life, as renders their ſituation comfortable. The average increas M 
of the wages of men and women ſervants, within theſe laſt ſeven years, M9 4 

10 


de reckoned about one-third The wages cf maſons and carpenters are in J | 
higher proportion than thoſe of ſervants employed in huſbandry ; perhaps, thus Edinb 
is owing to the vic it y to the capital, where their labour, for many Jes, bay tal d 
been ſo much demanded. | | ; _ Vo 


0 ebe — 0? 


m being readily flooded by water after heavy and in- 
nt rains. From their level ſituation, the water is not 
fly removed, the ground thereby injured, and the hopes :; 
the huſbandman often fruſtrated. There is a vaſt track 
meadow ground, which is ſubjected to this inconve- 
ce, If there are great falls of rain early in harveſt, 
e whole crop is in danger of being loſt z which hath not 
frequently happened. To drain theſe grounds, and to 
hect them to the culture of the plough, hath been of 
a conſiderable object of attention to the proprietors, | 
jd ſums of money expended. And ſo great and incon- 
nent was the accumulation of waters on theſe grounds 
former times, that in the laſt century, it was made an 
ject of parliamentary attention: and, in 1661, an act 
parliament was paſſed, enjoining a ſtrict attention to 

u clearing, every two years, what is called the great 
hin, and empowering every one intereſted in it to com- 
x| the others through whoſe lands it paſſes to do their 
The inconvenience, from the ſuperabundance of 
enated waters, hath in part been removed; for ſo con- 
erable was it, that the Lords Foreſter of Corſtorphine 
ere accuſtomed to bring their proviſions from Edinburgh, 
water carriage, in a boat, from Coltbridge to their 
wuſe at Corſtorphine; where there are the remains of a 
ry conſiderable moat or ditch for holding water. But 
lule this evil hath been removed, the chief object, viz. 
o bring the lands into a ſtate of culture, hath not been 
rocured ; and, between the two, a material loſs hath been 
ſaſtained. Theſe grounds formerly produced very heavy 
"ps of graſs and aquatic plants; and, before the intro- 
luction of broad clover, were the chief ſupply of the 
Lünburgh market, for green food for cattle z by the par- 


tal draining they have received, they are rendered too dry 
* V.. 7 for 


the ſame time, delivering the country from the evil and 


others in the vicinity, excluſively poſſeſs, of purchal 
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for the production of the aquatic plants, and not Amon 
enough for the purpoſe of tillage. A plan hath been I the 
poſed, and which the ſituation of the ground renders p 
fectly practicable, for conducting canals through 4M. mact 
ground, as is done in ſeveral places of England; ail. umi 
thereby, with the aſſiſtance of ſluices, laying, at pleafy be in 
and for limited periods, the grounds under water, fo 38 
raiſe that abundant herbage formerly produced, and, 


ung n 


aſt impe 
gt muc 


5 0 | tis wit 
inconvenience of ſtagnating waters.—It will, perhaps, i, dus! 


thought ſtrange, that I ſhould claſs among the difady; nnect 
tages of this pariſh, the execution of the intended can peo 
The farming intereſt are of opinion, they would be nf in th 
terially injured by it. It is evident, that, as a mode ary p 
_ conveyance to them ſo near Edinburgh, it is no objed ie; 
but it would deprive them of the privilege they, wi hich © 


mied 
ot on 
rated 


the ſtreet and other dung about Edinburgh: For by 
canal, it would find its way to places even very remott 
Several articles, too, as potatoes, &c. would be reduc: ater 
in the prices they now bear, by being brought from la... 
much lower rented. Beſides this, the number of boeh rug 
employed in carrying goods from the weſt country, woulg.... f 
thereby be diminiſhed ; which at preſent furniſh a luc. be 
tive market for fome of their crops 3 as, hay, Oats, an pl 
eſpecially peaſe and beans. | andn 
There is a great want of running water in this pari and h 
except in one corner, where it is lightly viſited by ti men, 
Water of Leith; and in a ſmall part of its weſtern din impr 
fon, by the little rivulet called Gogar Burn. There 15 Wh... 
appearance of any ſtream to animate the ſcene, or to uk, 
made ſubſervient to the purpoſes of manufactures and Aubert 
improvements, port! 


7 Among 


Among the preſent difadvantages of this pariſh, 10 reck- 


t dt 
n Pre 
'S pe 


alu 
8 


n this ſubject, but feeling its importance, as intimately 


people, I ſuggeſt what follows: 


eview of promoting its ſucceſs ; for it is the foundation 


ried to the utmoſt point of perfection it will admit, is 
t only true of this neighbourhood, but of the moſt cul- 
mated diſtricts in England: a ſtill larger capital, a {till 


f huſbandry, by the introduction of new machinery; of 


an be aſſigned, demand the employment of a number of 
eople of every ſex and age, in the ſervice of the huſ- 


and harveſt were the only ſeaſons which called forth wo- 


improving fyſtem, the whole ſummer requires their la- 
bours. Children too, who formerly had no ſhare in the 
alk, may now, at an age not very advanced, be made 
uleful, and contribute aſſiſtance to their parents for ſup- 
Prting them, without impairing their vigour, or {tinting 
3M 2 - TEE their 


led the want of manufactures. It is evident, from its 
ing not ſupplied with water, ſo neceſſary in the requi- 
e machinery, that only certain ſpecies of manufactures 
«admiſſible. And the extent to which theſe ought here 
de introduced, appears to me to be a ſubject of the 

| importance, but of nice and difficult diſcuſſion. I am 
ot much converſant in ſubjects of political economy, and 
tis with extreme diffidence I venture to advance any thing 


nected with the public proſperity, and beſt intereſts of 


In this pariſh, agriculture is to be confiderat as the pri- 
ary profeſſion, and all others ſhould be conducted with 


Thich ſupports manufactures. That it hath not yet been | 


neater number of hands may be employed. The improve- 
ments carrying on in the fields; the change in the mode 


jew ſpecies of grain or of ſeeds, and to which no limits 


andmen for carrying on his plans. Formerly, hay time 


nen, and people of ſedentary profeſſions; but now, in the 


FF 
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their growth. While agriculture thus offers not auh 
reſource againſt want, but the means of comfortable ſu 
| fiſtence to ſuch as are able and willing to work, in pariſh 
ſituated like this, in a political view, I ſhould conſider 
as unwiſe to attempt the introduction of manufat 
to any conſiderable extent: In a moral view, I ſho 
conſider it with regret and with dread. On this ſubje 
under all the exiſting circumſtances, the balance is not 
be ſtruck between the gains on the one ſide and on 1 
other, that of manufactures and that of agriculture, 
between the ſum of actual enjoyment and profſyerity\ 
be produced on each ſide, I heſitate not one moment 
decide, that it is in favour of agriculture, in a proportion 
moſt too great for calculation. By the purſuit of agricultun 
is every perſon employed who is willing to work? Do 
induſtry reap a reward, by which not only the neceſſarie 
but comforts of life are procured ? In a place ſo ſituate 
what more is wanted? Are manufactures introduced 
workmen employed there will get higher wages; but wil 
_ theſe too, the defire to ſpend them in idle diſſipation 
Uſeful hands would be tempted to forſake the peacef 


labours of agriculture, where a riſe of wages would, by 


the farmer, be ſeverely felt. The employments in ag! us 
culture greatly conduce, not only to promote the heath. 
of the lower claſſes, but to preſerve their morals from taff eg. 
degradation and corruption which is lamented in manufe 
turing towns. The graſping hand of ayarice, never ſatis * 
ſied, exacts from children employed in manufaCtures, taks dſrep; 
unſuited to their years; ſickly and debilitated, their grown»... 
is never or ſeldom that of full manhood. Since the m . 
nufacturing rage hath commenced, the waſte of the bu. . 


man ſpecies would not be eaſy to compute. Children ben 
the conſinement with impatience, unjuſtly deprived of the 
a Fs | Jour: 
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ours which, in the ſeaſon of youth, ſhould be devoted to 
day, they often are tempted to embrace the opportunity 
of making their eſcape. In the works of agriculture, in 
which they are employed, they often alſo diſcover that 
hey are amuſed, In manufacturing places, where num- 
ters are neceſſarily aſſembled, the poiſon of vice ſpreads 
ide, and enters deep; in thoſe of advanced years, the 
legradation and corruption Which the human mind ſuffers, 
b painful to conſider ; their politics too often degenerate 
nto tumult and rebellion 3 their religion, if they even 
woſeſs any, into idle diſputation, diſcord, and ſchiſm. 
The manners of the people employed in huſbandry are 
generally marked by contentment, reſpect for religion, and 
gery peaceable diſpoſition. Their health ſeldom needs 
to be repaired by the aid of the phyſician ; and aſſocia- 
bons, for relief in diſtreſs of this nature, are hardly to be 
found amongſt this claſs of men, as is ſtated by Mr. Ro- 
tertfon in his Agricultural Survey; but amongſt manufac- | 
turers, where it 1s impaired by the unwholſomeneſs of 
heir profeſſion, or the conſequences of debauchery * . 

| AT: iſcellanerus 


* Thefe obſervations I have not made from theoretical principles, buſt from 
tual obſervation 5 which was confirmed to me by a neighbouring clergyman, 
to whoſe pariſh 33 to a conſiderable extent, have been introduced. 
The perſons there employed are collected from all the manufacturing towns in 
England, Ireland, and Scotland. They are continually fluctuating ; feel no 
ledree of intereſt in the proſperity of the place; and act as if delivered from 
Ul the reſtraints of decency and decorum. In general, they manifeſt a total 
Ulregard to character, and indulge in every vice which e enables them 
0 perform. 


The influence of tits contagious example muſt ſpread, and 0 to 


hu-W mes p:rfons ho formerly conſidered them with abhorrence. While I enter. 
ben an no ou ts reſpecting theſe obſervations, on che ſubject of manufactures in 
Po era, I am alſo of opinion, that, under a certain modification, they may be 
| ucts into a country pariſh, Where agriculture ought to be the principal 
* 
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nM elbe Oger vation. The a air of this place, though 
often loaded with fogs and damps, which 'exhale ban 
the low grounds, which are of a wet nature, cannot he 
reckoned unhealthy. Any noxious effects which theſ 
might produce, are probably prevented by that ventilation 
which this place receives by the winds, which frequenth 
blow here with conſiderable violence, from the W. and 
S. W. There are not here any endemic diſeaſes ; an 
the epidemic diſeaſes, when they prevail, have by no mean 
here any peculiar virulence. The village of Corſtorphine 
hath generally been reported to be in an unhealthy ſitu- 
tion, by reaſon of dampneſs. I have met with no proof 


of chis in 1 the ſituation of the health of its inlu. 
; bitants 


There is a great part of the eln, 3 iq 


rum 


miſh t. 


oy object of attention, with advantage. long n 
Winter, when the farmer needs not the work of thoſe people, which his ſum- They : 
mer occupations require. The labour in which they are employed in their om * 
houſes, during that interval, is ſeldom ſo productive as to ſubfiſt them vith whole 
comfort. To employ them in that ſeaſon, in ſuch manufactures as would keep as the 
alive aud ſtimulate their induſtry, and be a ſource of emoiument to their fr. dus ſe 
milies, would be to diſpenſe to them eſſential benefits. But to accompliſh tai they i 
will be found to be a work of greater difficulty than at firſt fight may appear | 
The point in queſtion to be gained is, to promote in them the induſtrious ſpi- yorſh 
rit and habits of the manufacturer, to permit them to reap and enjoy a ſhare of fervict 
his habits, without debilitating their minds, impairing their health, or deitro- It v 
ing their predilection and reliſh for the labours of the field, when the ſeaſon that 1; 
calls them forth, and to which the moſt deciſive preference ought ever to b _ 
given. To diſcuſs this ſubject, is greatly beyond the bounds or deſians of u Ins 
article in a Statiftical Report. It preſents a field of laborious diſcuſſion, con mon, 
cerning thoſe means by which it might be made practicable, and which wou breth: 
exhauſt a volume. I am not poſſeſſed of the information neceſſary, or the fh. tual K 
lents requiſite for the execution of ſuch a work. I hope the opinion on which ul l 
it is founded, will not be conſidered as chimerical, or the plan impraftiabt. : 
The idea preſſes on my mind, as being of the higheſt importance, in a politica dety, 
and moral view, The man who, with ſucceſs, ſhall conſecrate his labours tb famil 
accompliſh this object, is juſtly worthy of envy : For to him ſhall be due the excee 


praiſe of having advanced and ſecured the beſt intereſts of patriotiſm, of h. 
manity, ad of virtue. 


of ne e 46 3 


litants : en is not more general here than in 
Iüinburgh, or other places. I have never ſeen the inter- 
nittent fever in any form. In the village and pariſh, there 
e a great many old perſons, but none at an age which 
nerits particular notice. | 2 
The people of this pariſh, in reſpect of their general 
character, are entitled to praiſe. They are induſtrious in 
cir occupations : and, though in the neighbourhood of 
the capital, they diſcover no foohſh and vain deſire to copy 
ater its faſhions; neither have they adopted its vices. Their 
conduct is never marked by any indecent outrage againſt 
he laws, by which ſociety is maintained, and publick hap- 
jneſs promoted, or againſt the rules of decency and de- 
trum. It is not intended to ſay, that from vice or ble- 
iſh they are free; but theſe are of that claſs which be- 
ung more to the individual, than to the publick character. 
They are ſtained by none which ſometimes characterize 
yhole claſſes of people, pointing them to their neighbours 
8 the objects of ſcorn and of abhorrence. Their religi- 
ws ſentiments are not diſgraced by rancour or animoſity : 
hey regard the Sabbath. In their attendance on publick 
„ vorhip, they are regular and exemplary; during divine | 
re of ſervice, they are attentive and devout. | 
80 It would be improper, were I not here to take notice of 
* that liberality of ſentiment which Diſſenters alſo diſcover 
fo” matters regarding religion. Difference, in religious opi- 
con- ſion, excites no diſcord or ſtrife between them and their 
zou brethren of the Eſtabliſhment : They exerciſe acts of mu- 
. wal kindneſs, and live in the bonds of charity and frater- 
cable nal love. They who belong to the inferior claſs in ſo- 
1 ety, have an appearance in their perſons, houſes, and 
= anilies, which is both decent and reſpeCtable, and not 
- 1». Acceded by any en the ſame level in any part of the 
| country : 
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country: They are perfectly inſtructed and expert in the 
exerciſe of their profeſſions z and this they diſcover not h 
the affectation of a knowledge that puffeth up, but h 
ſomething in their manner, which the eye will underſtand 
| beſt, which it is not eaſy to expreſs : It ſeldom gives of 
fence ; it intimates a manly conſciouſneſs of their abilities 
and of deſerving the juſt reward of exerciſing them. 
It was with infinite pleaſure I obſerved an attention paid 
to cleanlineſs, neatneſs, and propriety in their houſe 
which, in the lower ranks in ſociety, is an unequivol 
proof of a regard to ſentiment and to character. They 
were generally well furniſhed, and accommodated wit 

| thoſe conveniencies which, in former ages, would hare 
been deemed luxury. An air of ſatisfaction and of con 
tentment was in general diffuſed over all; and the hear 
of every philanthropiſt and good man, mult have rejoiced 
| beholding a ſhare of the increaſing proſperity and wealth 
of the country falling to the lot of a numerous and de 
ſerving claſs of men. And this reflection inevitably ſtrike 
the mind, that no change or revolution in the ſyſtems « 
government, could ever render the ſituation of the labours 
ing claſs of ſociety (and which in every change muſt exiſt 
more comfortable or more happy. N. to 
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ONT AND von OF Donrums,; PreenrTERY or 
 LANGHOLM.) 3 


By the Rev. Mr. JohN Lav. 


Situation, Extent, and Name. 75 


Tun pariſh of Ewes is ſituated in the eaſlern extre- 
mity of the county of Dumfries. Its length from 
V to 8. is 8 miles; and its medium breadth about 54. 
The water of Ewes runs through the pariſh, taking its riſe 
n the height of the country, at the northern extremity, 
and loſing itſelf in the Eſk at Langholm, 2 miles below its 
buthern boundary, dividing it almoſt into two equal parts. 
In the E. part of the pariſh, the water of Tarras takes its 
nic, and, running nearly 8. W., diſcharges itſelf likewiſe 
ino the Eſk, nearly 3 miles below the town of Langholm. 
have no gueſs of the etymology of the name of the 
pariſh, unleſs it be taken from its being a paſture country, 
and fed moſtly by ſheep of that deſcription, 


Vox, XIV. 3 N Roads, 
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Reads, Surface Kc. be great turnpike road fre 
: Edinburgh, by Hawick, Langholm, and Carliſle, to I, 
don, runs along the banks of the Ewes, and gives i 
air of improvement which it did not before poſſeſs. | 
road was, according to my. information, planned by Y 
Pulteney, and carried into execution in the year 1765 

an act of parliament, obtained for that purpoſe. The 

are 2 other publick roads, the one leading to the E., x 

opening a communication into that diviſion of the cou 
of Roxburgh called Liddleſdale; the other opening up t 
communication to Dumfries and Moffat. Both theſe ro 


tots 5 the 
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unty of 
5 Majeſt 
eheugh 
cove 2 
ce, 1 
erent | 
pd betwe 
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were made by act of parliament, laying on ſo much vel told, 

2 ly upon the lands of the different heritors, according it 

their valued rent, and which the tenants are obliged MW 

pay in lieu of the ordinary ſtatute-labour. The countt (ks, Ct 

is very agreeable; the hills, on both ſides of the wat at t 

being entirely green, except ſome ſmall ſpots of heut ge chan 
fringed with plantations, which thrive well, and bid lM 

to pay amply for the land occupied by them ; and it ud 

ne lan 


Grace the Duke of Buccleugh ſhould continue to pla 
it will become, perhaps, the -moſt pleaſant highland cout 
try in the S. of Scotland. Even in its preſent fituatio 
the views are many of them ſtriking and pictureſque fro 
the different aſpects, which, at almoſt every turn of ti 
road, the country aſſumes. 


id incl 
rep cl 
jolls, P 
roduce 
{mall 
ed by 
Antiquities Though next to a border pariſh, there I 
tenant: 
moſtly 
the fal 
ne m 


19t, as far as I can find, after the moſt minute inquiſ 
one ſingle antiquity worth the taking notice of, except oi 
{mall ſtation, which appears to me to be either Saxon 0 
Pictiſh, from its form. 


build: 


ritors, Rent, Stick, &c.— There are no o reſiding het B 
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e . Een bee UC 
ke of Buccleugh, Mr. Elliot of Borthwickbrae, in the 


fre 


Ince. It is ſuppoſed the ſtock upon the lands of the 
ferent heritors is nearly 18,000 ſheep 120 black cattle; 


te-faced breed; which the tenants are improving, as F: 
n told, both in ſize and the quality of the wool, by rams 
weht from the higher parts of Northumberland. The 


(ks, containing 12 Scotch ſtone each; which fold laſt 
er at the medium price of 16s. 6d. the ſtone ; but, by 
i change of markets, has this year ſold at 128. 


ke land upon the banks of the water is generally dry, 


roduce, from the dampneſs of the climate, in moſt years, 
ſmall, and in none, ſcarcely equal to the expenſe incur- 
el by the purchaſe of the ſeed, and of the ſervants and 
res neceſſary for carrying on the labour. Potatoes are 
uo cultivated with ſucceſs. Within theſe few years, the 
tenants have ſown turnips, which are generally good, and 
| oltly given to the cows and voung cattle.— The rents of 
e farms riſe in progreſſion, from 3o to 200 guineas, but 
ne moſtly above 100 guineas.— The improvements in 


or] hulding have, for ſome time paſt, been conſiderable; fe- 


9 of the tenants having got new houſes and offices in 


A N 2 a ſu- 


unty of Selkirk, Mr. Elliot of Arckleton, an offices in 
« Majeſty's 22d regiment of foot, and Dr. John Elliot of 
eheugh, in the county of Roxburgh.—The groſs rental 
above 20001. 3 of which three-fourths is payable to his 


xd between 40 and 50 horſes. The ſheep are of the long : 


untity of wool produced yearly is between 170 and 1 80 


Jil, Agriculture, Kc In the lower parts of the pariſh, 
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d inclined to gravel ; but towards the head, to a ſtrong 
key clay. Very little corn is ſown; not more than 80 
als, Roxburgh meaſure, one year with another: The 
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A ſuperior ſtyle, by the encouragement of the Duke, uf 
+ gives them wood, ſlate, and lime 3 and moſt of them 
ſoon be as s well provided. 17 95 


kt this 
ow ing, 
procury 
which © 
nats Ti 
houſes 


mM e —The only tradeſmen are 7 weaven, fo 
of whom are employed in weaving coarſe woollen ſtuf 
from yarn 'which they purchaſe from Galloway, and th 
| neighbourhood, and fell at Carliſle for 54. the yard; 2 
the reſt either in weaving linen checks, for a manufaQ 
at the ſame place, or in country work. One ſmith, et 
ployed by the mer 5 and 2 tailors. 


Scha 
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above 
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derab 


7 Climate . have no romalably old peoples only 

Mr. Borthwick, a tenant of the Duke of Buccleugh 

= who is 84; and, except his hearing, retains his faculti 

£2 perfectly. There are no diſeaſes peculiar to the pariſh 
| but what 2885 in all Gimp climates are liable to. 


—_ V. ages, &c. 3 poor rates were eſtabliſhed i St: 
1774, and have not exceeded, one year with another bits 
30l.z and, from the particular ſituation of the pariſh, | al © 
is probable will be {till leſs.— The wages of the men (er meal 

vants, employed in huſbandry, from 71. to gl. a year lines 
and of the women, from 21. 108. to 31. The wages > the 
herds cannot be ſo eaſily known, as they are all paid mſh 
kind, ſo that they depend moſtly upon the markets co tur: 

_ ſheep and wool. _ Day-labourers, 10d. a day, through Buc 
the ſeaſon, when — 57 get pronhons ; and 18. 24. other⸗ bee 
wiſe, | > | | gle] 
lan 


15 Populat ion. The inhabitants of this pariſh have, for ſome dei 

time paſt, been diminiſhing. I find, in the account gi 

to Dr. Webſter in 1755, the population ſtated at 392 
. | —_ 


Of Ewes. VV 


u this veriod, it does not exceed 320. This decreaſe 3 is 
owing, in ſome meaſure, to the difficulty the poor find in 
procuring fuel 3 but moſtly to the ſituation of the farms, 
which are generally, and at a lets expenſe, managed by ſer- 
nants reſiding in the tenants houſes, than by herds having 
houſes and families of their OWN, 


Schvol. -There is a pariſh ſchool, which 18 regularly 
tught; the ſalary of which is 81. 6 3. 8 d., waich, toge- 
ther with 31. for collecting the poor's rates, and 11. as 
precentor and ſeſſion-clerk, makes the whole ſomething 
above 121. a year. The other emoluments are ſo imall, 
that I do not think the preſent teacher, who is married, 
and has 5 children, 4 ſons and 1 daughter, can draw more 
than 171. He has a houſe, which, together with the 


derable c xpenſe ; but there i is no garden. 


dend, & c. — The ſtipend annexed to the living, con- 
hits of 471. ſome odd ſhillings, in money, 5 l. 118. Ixrd. 
for communion elements, and 3 chalders of victual, 2 of 
meal and 1 of barley. No at RPE) has taken place 
lince the year 165 5 when the decreet was obtained from 


months, contained about 14 Engliſh acres, and the paſ- 


1 


turage of 40 theep upon a farm belonging to the Puke of 


Buccleugh. This paſtura age has, by his Grace's goodneis, 
been valued, and land fer opurt contiguous to the old 
glebe, by which it now conſiits of about 31 acres of the 
lame meaſure. The church and manſc are both old; and 


de cing ncarly ruinous, ſtand much in nced of repair. 


NUMBER 


chool-houſe, has been this laſt ſeaſon rebuilt, at a con- 


the Court of Sellion. The elebe, till wick. in theſe few 
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By the Rev. Mr. AnDREw DUNCAN, ain f 


Name. = Cut 


Tune pariſſi of Winton, by a natural and obvious idea, 
is denominated from the town, the place where the Will + ; 
church was originally erected, and which contains the molt I wen 
of the pariſhioners. The name of the town itſelf is ap-. 
parently Saxon, and ſeems to have ariſen among that pev- 
ple, by whom Wigton was probably founded, in the 7th 
or 8th century, when they were maſters of this part af 
the country. The name ſcems to have been taken irom 
the local fituation ; though the preciſe ſigniſication and 
etymology of the word is rather uncertain. It is probably 
2 of the two Saxon words, wicy A village, and 
ion, a hill ; ; thus ſignifying, 2 town ſeated on an cminencc, 
as Wigton ſtrikingly is. Or, perhaps, it may be derived 


from 1 a corner, and n, a hill, in the ſame lang uage 3 
alluding 


Of Wigton, 471 


ding to the particular ſituation of the hill of Wigton, 
which lies in a corner between the river of Bladenoch and 
ſth of Cree. 5 


Situation, and Eætent.— This pariſh is bounded by the 
mer Bladenoch, which ſeparates it from the pariſh of 
Kickinner, on the S.; by a ſmall rivulet and a moraſs, 
hiding it from the pariſh of Penningham, on the W.; 
by the burn of the Cauſeway-end, otherwiſe called the 
tihop-burn, which runs between it and the laſt men- 
toned pariſh, on the N.; and by the bay of Wigton and 
fith of Cree, on the E. The figure is rather irregular, 
$ in ſome places it indents, and in other places is indent- 
d by the ſurrounding pariſhes ; but, upon the whole, ap- 
proaches moſt nearly to that of a long ſquare. The great- 
a length, from E. to W., is between 5 and 6 Engliſh 
miles; and the greateſt breadth, from S. to N., almoſt 4 
niles. The contents, according to the moſt accurate con- 
kcture, may amount to about 5500 acres *. | 


de, TY Soil 


* Climate and Seaſuns,—The climate of this place, which is ſituated be- 
oſt tween the 54th and 55th degree of N. latitude, though certainly rather 
a5 wid, is not intemperate. The gentle breezes which ariſe from the ſea, 
Fe; help to preſerve the temperature of the air, and render the weather more 
5 noderate than could otherwiſe be expected in fo northern a ſituation. 
Perhaps, the greateſt defect of this climate, ariſing, no doubt, from the 
Poumity of the ſca, is an inconſtancy of weather, to which this place 
om WM markably ſubject. The purity of the air, as well as the ſtate of the 
ind Feather, is affected by our inſular ſituation. Being frequently loaded 
bur i vapours from the ſea, it is at times damp and unwholeſome ; but as 
bis olten ventilated, and kept in motion by the wind, it is in general 
Petty pure and healthful. Beſides theſe more general cauſes, there are 
CC, two or three local circumſtances, by which the climate is here more par- 
ed ( lariy affe ged. The ſtewartry hills, from their ſuperior height, help 
By a cover this place from the N. and E. wind; the leſſer hills, with which 
* pariſh itſelf abounds, afford a ſhelter to the plains below them; 
while 


cd by drought, and agrees beſt with a ſhowery ſeaſon, { 
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80657 and pion the pariſh of Wigton though hund b 
fo ſmall extent, there is a conſiderable diverſity of fol Ma affe 
furface. The ſouthern ſide, which runs along the fi 

Bladenoch, is interſperſed with hills ; which, though mo 
| Inconvenient for agriculture, are all of them arable, 3 
bear the ſame kinds of crop as the plains below the 
; The land on the tops, as well as that around the bottom 
is equal in fertility to the plains z but the ſides, from whi 
the earth is waſhed down by the rains, are leſs fertile; x 
the northern ſides, from being more expoſed to the cal 
are found to be worſe than the ſouthern. The ſoil is heñ e mu 
both on the hills and plains, a dry, light, hazle mould, 
ing in ſome places on a bed of till, and in other places 
2 bed of gravel. As it is in general thin, it is ſoon affe 


: ee till about mid-fummer 5 after which time, t 
: es grout 


while the running ſtreams,” which almoſt ſurround it, carry off che! 
perfluous water from the land, and the moiſture from the air. 
We have here all the four ſeaſons in viciſſitude, though they are 
ther irregular in their courſe. The ſpring ſeaſon almoſt never begins WiMenſed | 
aſter the vernal equinox, ſometimes not till towards the middle of AH 
and ſoon after it is ſet in, it is almoſt always checked by an eaſterly wi 
which riſes about the end of April, and, continuing for 10 or 12 c. 
ſcorehes the fields. Not only during the time of this wind, but alt 
wards in the month of May, and even in the beginning of June, th und, 
are frequently froſts by night, which check vegetation. The ſun 
:aſon generally commences about the time of the ſolſtice, and our warl 
eft weather is in the months of July and Auguſt. The heat afterwi 
ſubſiding, during the whole of September, and the firſt half of Odo | 
which forms the time of harveſt here, we have the moſt agreeable "Which ! 
ther in the courſe of the year. Froſt and ſnow almoſt never {et in . 
towards Chriſtmas, or even new-year's day. The ſnow, except whil N 
ha three di c { 
ppens to be frozen, never lies long, ſeldom above two or | 
frequently not longer than as many hours. Neither does froſt genen Conſic 
colitinue long; though, in ſeme years, for a conſiderable time, eve! Vol. 
tl.c ſpace of ſome weeks. 
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und being completely covered with the crop, i it is not 's 
N affected. . 
u the N. W. end of hs parith, the face of the ground 
fill more diverſified. A conſiderable part of this tract, 
wards of 1000 actes, conſiſting of moor and moſs, is 
apable of tillage. In the arable ground, which conſiſts 
5 of hills ſcattered amidſt the moor and moſs, the 
| is coarſer, and leſs productive. But this ariſes, not 
nuch from an original difference in the nature of the 
id, as from the want of improvement. For the foil is 
re much of the ſame quality, agrees with the ſame kind 
laſon, and when well improved, produces the ſame 
ads of grain, as that formerly deſcribed. 
The N. E. part of the pariſh, lying along the Biſhop- 5 
m. is of a ſoil and ſurface different from both the form- 
This tract, of about 2 miles in length, and 14 in 
adth, bears all the marks of having been once covered 
the ſea. It is almoſt one continued level, and lies far 
er than the reſt of the pariſh, perhaps 200 feet below _ 
| tops of the adjacent hills: The ſoil, as well as the 
d on which it reſts, conſiſts of a kind of ſea fleech, con- 
aled into a hard ſubſtance, intermixed with ſhells, form- . 
Un ſtrata, and of great depth. In a ſubſequent period, 
d long after the ſea had receded, this tract muſt have 
covered with trees ; the wanks of which are ſtill | 
nd, in great numbers, interſperſed over the whole of 
They conſiſt of various kinds, hut moſtly of oak, many 
f them between 39 and 40 feet long, and lying generally in 
le fame direction, as having been felled by the weſt wind, 
lich is the moſt violent in this Place. | A great part of 
i tract, perhaps the half of i it, is ſtill covered with moſs; 
ich ſeems to have been formerly much more extenſive, 
Onfderable deal of it having been cleared away within 
Vol. WV. e gie 
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ihe memory of man. The moſs, Hou which the toj 

R and neighbourhood of Wigton have been long ſuppli 
with fuel, is from 5 to 10 feet deep; under which, a 
Tying on the clay ſurface, the trees are moſtly now fou the c 
The parts which are not covered with moſs, are all 
them arable, and laboured as well as the reſt of the pt 
': its" The crops, however, are not equal to thoſe on t 
18 high land; and either in a very wet, or in a very 7-0 
_ toy they are exceedingly bad. 


in moſt others around. The town of Wigton, which ont 
held extenſive poſſeſſions, has ſtill the property of a lit 
land, and the ſuperiority of ſeveral farms. Excluſive 


bol. 


Encl, 


hich 


4 Cloſe: 


Perg Property! 16 better dvided'! in i pariſh U. ant v 


the town, there are 6 principal heritors, none of who 


reſide within the pariſh. Beſides theſe, there are abaiſc@ſure 
20 ſmall proprietors, who poſſeſs pieces of land on H 
- hill of Wigton, called Borough-acres, i in different propor 11s 
tions, from 20 down to 2 or 3 acres moſt of whom ute {p 
fide within the town. ment 
| | 3 | to the 
: Extent of Bam the land in the pariſh, ec uw! 
the generality of the borough-acres, is let to tenants, w bowe 
are a ſubſtantial ſet of men. An increaſe of farms nati ni ſt: 
rally aroſe with the ſpirit of improvement, and they ang tt 
now become much larger, than when the tenants were i ret, 
| a condition of abject poverty, and the lands in an undi pre 
tivated ſtate. The ſame extent which was farmed q woul 
or even by 4 tenants, is now generally held by 1. tell: 
there 1 is a particular farm in the pariſh, now Ke. ing; 
2 men, ' which formerly contained 12 tenants. There WM from 
2 men here, who pay upwards of 2001. Sterling of yearly ue 


rent; 1 who pays about 1501.; 3 who pay more 6 
— 100 


| E 2 5 #75 


fon ants, who ſubſiſt not entirely by nan 
PPli 


Y 1 
fou the country, formed one continued open. A few farms, 
ich were then in the hands of the proprietors, were 
e pt 
MN th 


Ji 


l late, were all of them open, and during the winter half 


blures. 


ment of land began in the eaſtern end, which lies neareſt 
tb the ſhore; and being carried gradually forward, has 
tow reached the moſt weſtern extremity. A few farms, 
towever, in the weſtern end, are {till partly i in their natu- 


ng them, they will ſoon be in the ſame condition with the 


improvement. In the eaſtern end, where the carriage 


from the ſhore, lime has been moſtly uſed. The ſhells 
ue brought from the neighbourhood of Crecton, on the 


A ; 9 wha pay aboye sol.; j beſides bean leſſer t te⸗ 
Baal of n of tak; this pariſh, as indeed all the reſt 


cloſed about 50 years ago. But it is not much above 
jo years ſince encloſing became general, during which | 
ime it has been carried on with ſpirit. Every farm in 
6 pariſh ! 18 now encloſed, and moſt of them divided; * 
ole on dry land with ſtone walls, and thoſe on the wet 

| with ditches. Even the borough-acres, which, till 


pf the year formed an abſolute common, are now almoſt. 


holly encloſed.; and the hill of Wigton, which containg : 
about 200 Scotch acres, e exhibits between 60 and-70 en- 


Ilanure.—It is but between 20 and 30 years 280, chat | 
the ſpirit of agriculture aroſe in this pariſh. The improve- 


fl ſtate; but as the tenants are now employed in improv- 
eſt, and all the arable land in the pariſh in a ſtate of 
would admit of it, the manure chiefly uſed was that of 


liel, the effects of which are found to be the moſt laſt- 
ng; but in the weſtern end, on account of the diſtance 


L oppoſite 


* I 


SW . 
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: oppoſite fide of this bay, At hs port of Wigton 0 
coſt, according to their different qualities, from 184 
to 18. 6d. the ton, which conſiſts of 21 buſhels; 3 
from 20 to 25 tons are laid on an acre. The lime con 
from England; the Carliſle buſhel, which is equal to 


Wincheſters, coſts 15. 24, at the port; and from 6 
of —_ are allowed to an ies 


| Btatj er gen. 


Ven Ir. —Thirty-fopr 1 6⁰ pair of harrows at 
66 carts, are at preſent employed within this pariſh, f 
the purpoſes of agriculture, Several imprayements ha 
been introduced into the uſe of theſe inſtruments. I 

| plough, which formerly employed 2 men and 4 hork 
Is now managed by 1 man, and drawn by 2 horſe 
though, in preaking up ſtiff ground, 3 horſes, and em 
| ſometimes 4, together with a driver, are {till employe 
Over all the hard land in the pariſh, the common Scot 
plough is uſed, which agrees beſt with the nature of d 
ſoil, it being in general very ſtony 3 3 but the Engliſh ploy 
is uſed in the ſoft land. A pair of harrows are drawn 
'2 horſes, or, when made lighter on purpoſe, ſometime 
by t; the old timber tines, by which the ground u. 
exceedingly ill harrowed, are exchanged for thoſe of iron 
and the harrows themſelves, which were formerly looſe 
and conſtantly interfering, are now coupled together. | 
is not above 40 years ſince carts were introduced into 


pariſh. The double horſe carts, which prevailed for ſom 


time, are now generally! laid aſide; and ſingle horſe c: 


the preference of which is univerſally ſeen, are ſubſirun 
in their place. 


| Crops. While the land Was in its natural ſtate, 0 


were almoſt the only, as they ſtill are the _ cr 


071 m. an 


in the pariſh of Wigton. The grain rden Gen was 
of an inferior kind, called grey oats; the ordinary produce 

was from 23 to 3 ſeeds z and the boll (which conſiſts of 
4 buſhels) produced generally no more than 8 ſtone of 
meal. Since the application of manure, the oats have 
been improved into the beſt kind; the produce is from 

44 to 5 ſeeds, ſometimes to 6; and the boll, when made 
into meal, riſes generally to 12, ſometimes to 13, or even 
14 ſtone. Oats are ſown from the roth of March to the 
middle of April, and reaped from the 1ſt of September 

to the middle of October. No bear was formerly raiſed 

in this pariſh, except in the borough-acres. A conſider- 

able quantity is now ſown, eſpecially in the eaſtern end, 
ind the produce is from 8 to 10 ſeeds. It is ſown to- 
yards the end of April, and reaped towards the end of 
Auguſt. Within theſe few years, a little wheat has been 
niſed in the neighbourhood of the town of Wigton. It 

ls ſown after a green crop, and has been found to anſwer 
well The average ſowing of the pariſh, as nearly as can | 
te aſcertained, is that of 500 bolls of oats, and 50 bolls | 1 
of bear; and allowing almoſt the half of the produce of | 
pats, and about an eighth of the produce of bear, for 
ſeed, and conſumption in the farmers families, the reſt of 
the crop remains to be ſold. A part of that for ſale, 
eſpecially of the oats, is made into meal, and ſold in the 
market of Wigton; but the bulk of it is exported to 
Whitehaven or Liverpool to "om; 8 85 or Greenock. 


Seu Crops —The method of ene by green 
Crops, has as yet made little progreſs here. In a few 
farms around the town of Wigton, crops of potatoes have, 
for ſome time paſt, been raiſed ; but the farmers over tha 
fel of the pariſh, raiſe no more Ban are ſufficient for the 

conſumption. 
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| conſumption of their own families. The produce fy Pia 
toes is various, according to the difference of ſoil and ſeaſy 


ed in drills, laid down in the end of April or beginnin 
of May, and taken up in the end of October. Turm 
are cultivated only by one farmer i in the pariſh ; who int 


a2 drill barrow, in the end of June and beginning of Ich 
and the light dry ſoil being well adapted for turnips, th 


P, but young cattle are chiefly, fed with them i in winter, 


8 the tenants are univerſally reſtricted to the third of the an 


and õ in graſs; or when a green crop interyenes, 2 crop 
of oats before it, 1 of barley after it, and 6 years in grak 


out with clover and rye graſs; though in the low ſot 
ground, where natural clover grows in proſuſion, rye gn 
only is generally ſown. The quantity allowed by the bel 
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from 12 to 20 ſeeds; and a crop of them, when they tun 
out well, far exceeds in value one of oats. They are plant 


duced them a few years ago. They are ſown in drills yil 
crops have proved remarkably good. Milch-cows are par 


Graſs Seeds.—With reſpe& to the quantity of tilly 


ble land; and the ordinary courſe is that of 3 years in cro 


Over all the improved land in the pariſh, the fields are for 


farmers to the acre, is about a-buſhel of Engliſh rye gray breed 


or a buſhel and a half of Scotch, and 12 pound of clore, ſyers 

generally two-thirds of it red, and one-third of it white; I un 
Fes of the white being ſown, becauſe the ground of itlel 

| ſoon produces a good deal of it. But the generality d R 


| the tenants, from a fooliſh economy, give much leſs to the Wi "ts 
- acre, eſpecially of the clover. 5 
at a 


Stock. In this pariſh, as over all the reſt of the cout fron 
try, the breed of horſes has been greatly improved. The 


little galoways, the native produce of this place, are 5 


m., 479 
ay vorn out; and a breed much larger, and abler for 
he purpoſes of agriculture, brought originally from the 
F. of Scotland, has been introduced. A few young 
ſes are annually reared in this pariſh, partly for ſale, 
ind partly for private uſe. The breed of black cattle has 
ſo been much enlarged, the ſize having been improved 
by the keeping. Conſiderably more are at preſent reared, 
than fed within this pariſh, eſpecially as 2 or 3 farms in 
it have been of late thrown almoſt wholly into graſs. 


Þoth they which are bred, and they which are bought in, 
ure kept till they are 2 years old, and, in a few farms, till 
they be 3; when they are ſold out into grazing parks, to 
be fattened for ſlaughter. The produce of a milch cow, 


u the neighbourhood of the town of Wigton, is worth 
4. a year; but over the reſt of the pariſh, ſcarcely worth 
more than 31., allowing 408. for the calf, and 208. for 
the milk. Almoſt no ſheep are kept in the pariſh, except 
n a few moory farms in the N. W. end of it. Theſe 
ae the common Scotch ſheep, white on the body, and ge- 
nerally black on the face and legs. The very few in the 
telt of the pariſh, are either of the mug kind, or of a croſs 
breed between the mug and the common kind, which an- 
ſyers exceedingly well. Almoſt every farmer in the pa- 
nh keeps a ſwine or two for the uſe of his own family. 


Rent,—Arable land is let at various rates, according to 
Its quality and ſtate of improvement, from 10s. to 20s. 
the acre ; ſome of it, in the neighbourhood of the town, 
at almoſt 308.; and ſuch of the borough-acres as are let, 
from 80s. even to 31. the acre. Upon the whole, from 
the ſucceſhve riſe of markets, and the improvement of land, 
the rent of this pariſh, within theſe laſt 60 years, has 
prodigiouſly increaſed. In the year 1733, as appears from 

| etch 
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authentick documents, it was not much above 400l. Sig 

ling; whereas, in the year 1793, from an account pret 

accurately taken, it is found to be almoſt as much abo 

2000]. The valuation of the pariſh is no more thy 

| 16021, 148. Scots. The valued bears the leſs proportig 
to the real rent, as 4 or 5 of the beſt farms, which bol 
burgage of the town of W are not included in th 
8 Valuations | 


Population —The population of this pariſh, within theſ 
laſt 40 years, has greatly increaſed. In the year 17;; 
the number of inhabitants, according to Dr. Webſter, 
account, was no more than 1032. In 1793, from an e 
numeration taken by the preſent incumbent, they wer 


found to amount to 1350. None of this increaſe belong 


to the country part of the pariſh, the population of whic 
far from being increaſed, is diminiſhed. It belongs wholl 
| to the town; and though, perhaps, owing partly to the 
growth of opulence, has ariſen chiefly from two olle 
_ cauſes ; from the enlargement of farms, which has led many 
families which reſided in the country, to ſettle in the town 
and from the influx of people from Ireland, who are feat 
tered over the whole of this county, and of whom aboxe 
100 at preſent reſide within the town of Wigton- As 1 
regiſter of marriages, of births, and burials, has not been 
kept, for a conſiderable time paſt, the annual number a 
theſe cannot be preciſely aſcertained. The marriages, how- 
ever, are generally prolific, and the number of births 
each of them, maſs on an average, be rated at 6. 


Health —The ſalubrity of this place appears from the 
| health of its inhabitants. The town of Wigton, from ity 


high, open, and marine ſituation, is naturally — 


nd the 
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i the people in the country, from their occupations and 
hits of life, are generally ſtrong and healthy. Rheuma- 
Mm is the complaint moſt incident to this place, eſpecially 
mong the poorer ſort, ariſing, no doubt, chiefly from the 
aldneſs and dampneſs of their houſes. But no local nor 
idemical diſtempers are experienced here; and it has been 
marked, that fevers are much leſs frequent in this, than 
1 fome of the neighbouring pariſhes. They who eſcape 


erwards carried off by accidents, generally live to the or- 
Inary period of human life. Nor are inſtances of longe- 
ty unfrequent. Three perſons died here lately, 2 of 
hom were more than ninety, and 1 above an 100 years of 
e; 30 or 40 are now alive, ſome of whom are upwards 


ul in exiſtence. 


Condition. The condition of the people, eſpecially ſince 
bout the middle of this century, has been greatly improv- 
. In point of lodging, of dreſs, and diet, a material al- 
ration has taken place. | 

Vor. XIV. 3 PE cle 


ls 2 
den * The miſerable huts, in which the common people were formerly 
er of dged, have now generally diſappeared ; and in their place more com- 


brtable houſes, and much better furniture, are now to be ſeen. The 
dd dreſs of the country men, even of the moſt reſpectable farmers, a 
tilt coat, a blue bonnet, and plaiding hoſe, have been totally laid aſide; 
ad the loweſt of the people, even the men ſervants themſelves, on pub» 
lk occaſions, appear now in hats, in coats of broad cloth, in cotton 
the Ylts and breeches, and generally with watches in their pockets. 'The 
5 ud dreſs, too, of the country women, even of the farmers wives and 


it worſted gowns and aprons of their own ſpinniog, are alſo gone al- 


at moſt 


Of mn. ab 


e dangers of infancy and childhood, except ſuch as are 
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o, and others more than 80 z and there is a woman at 
rent living in this town, who has children, grandchild- 
, great grandchildren, and m_ great N 


Wyhters, the blue cloth cloaks and hoods, the tartan or red plaids, and 


Stailſical Account 


| Charafer.---In the character, as well as the condition 
the people, the progreſs of ſociety i is very obſervable. } 
à much better education, and a more enlarged intercourk 
than our anceſtors enjoyed, the human mind has been con 
ſiderably opened; and they of this generation, in a yari 
of reſpects, excel thofe of the laſt. The ſpirit of credul 
ty, which ariſes out of ignorance, and which over-ran, 
country, is now greatly worn away; and the belief 
witches, in fairies, and other ideal beings, though not 
tirely diſcarded, is gradually dying out. Much of the d 0 
ruſticity has been rubbed off; more taſte, and a bette 
manner and addreſs proven, except Periiaps among the ye 
5 mean 


moſt wholly into diſuſe; and the very ſervant maids, when they app 
abroad, are dreſſed now in ſilk cloaks and bonnets, in dreſſed caps, i 
Printed cotton gowns, muſlin aprons, thread ſtockings, and cloth ſho: 
Almoſt no beef, and very little mutton, was formerly: uſed by the com 
mon people; generally no more than a ſheep or two, which was kil 
ed about Martinmas, and falted up for the proviſion of the famu 
during the year. Though the practice of ſalting up meat is ſtill cor 
tinucd, both in the town and country, yet beef and mutton are 10 
almoſt conſtantly ſold in the market, and all who can afford it, eat (re "OTC pe 
meat through the whole courſe of the year. So litle wheat bread ma 
uſed in the town of Wigton, about 40 years ago, that one baker cou 
not find ſufficient employment; whereas the uſe of it is now become i 
| general, that there are four or five bakers in town, by each of whom 
conſiderable quantity is ſold. Neither tea nor ſugar were uſed in tl 
Place, except in a very few families in town, and very little of then 
even there: theſe articles are now conſtantly uſed by all who can affr 
them, both in town and country, and occaſionally by the meaneſt of tt 
people. Upon the whole, the better ſort of the inhabitants in the tos 
now generally occupy pretty good houſes, and live rather in a genie 
ſtyle; the tenants, in the country part of the pariſh, though few of then 
rich, are generally ſubſtantial, and in eaſy circumſtances; and amo 
the tradeſmen and day-labourers, they who are induſtrious, earn the 
neceſſaries of life. It muſt, however, be confeſſed, that many of ther 
are ſtill in an indigent ſtate ; as almoſt all the Iriſh fam! ics which hat 
lettled here, are in a condition of abſect! Poverty. 
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eineft of the people. , The ancient ſpirit of mirth, which 
ſe out of the idle ſtate of ſociety, is almoſt entirely 
' ninguiſhed ; and in the active purſuits of life, men have 
quired more gravity of mind, and more ſolidity of con- 
uct, Servility « of mind, the natural conſequence of po- 
y and oppreſſion, has loſt much of its hold here; and 
birt of independence, in the progreſs of opulence, has 
riſen, eſpecially among the more ſubſtantial part of the 
ople. An attention to publick affairs, a ching formerly 
known among t the lower ranks, pretty generally prevails 
ow. Not only the farmers, but many of the tradeſmen, 
ad the newſpapers, and take an intereſt in the meaſures 
| en, | 


Morals However ſome may declaim againſt the vices 
f the age, it is pretty certain, that good morals have, in 
weral reſpeCts, rather gained than loſt ground here. The 
lence of our anceſtors, which frequently broke out into 
as of outr- ge, has exceedingly ſubſided ; and, under the 
ifuence of a regular government, gentler paſſions, and 
fore peaceable manners, have been gradually infuſed into 
he people. The inhabitants of this pariſh, with the ex- 
ption of a very few individuals, are : diſtinguiſhed for 
zmperance ; and it is a well known fact, that there 18 
duch leſs drunkenneſs and diſſipation i in the town of Wig- 
an, than there was 40 or 50 years ago. An attendance 
n the public inſtitutions of religion, though i it cannot be 
alled exemplary, is however pretty decent, eſpecially a. 
dong the better ſort of the people; the old fooliſh taſte 
or long ſervices, is almoſt quite worn away 3 and the vile 
prrit of acrimony, ariſing from difference in religious opi- 
ions, ſeems to be totally gone. The people in general, 
when called to exerciſe it, difcover a due ſenſe of bene- 
"* e volence z 


1 hat 
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reolence; and the liberality of individuals, on various o 7 


caſions, is a fact which conſiſts with che N of W rigton, 
52 5 writer of chis account. he em 
% ĩ K No b abou! 

| Church, The pariſh church, which ſtands at the N. H whic 

end of the town, was moſtly rebuilt in 1730; and, aboþeritors 


24 years ago, was completely repaired within. The p 
| tronage and teinds, ſome time after the Reformation, ws 
given away by the Crown to the family of Vans of B 
barroch; and transferred by them, towards the middle 
the laſt century, into the family of the Earl of Galloway 


ne tau 
netick 
pooreſt 


Ing, an 


who is ſtill both patron and titular. The ſtipend conſiſii Fuel 
of 721. in money, and 4 chalders of victual, 2 of them Nc the 
barley, and 2 in meal. The glebe conſiſts of about N ton of 
acres, and, from its vicinity to the town, is worth 1 people 

| yearly. There is neither a manſe nor office-houſes hem ndeed 
but an allowance of 121. a year for manſe rent. IH bt of 
total amount of the living, made up of theſe fereral pa in the 
ticulars, is about 1401. Sterling. from 1 
bus, haven 

P l wetter of poor on the pariſh roll, is ai cheſts 
ways upwards of 40. The funds for their maintenanc_ ton; 
the « 


B+ ariſe partly from the intereſt of money appropriated to thi 
purpoſe, and partly from the weekly collections at th 


or 16 
door of the church. The total amount, of about 4ol. MW 


year, is divided quarterly by the kirk-ſeſſion, among the M 
poor, according to their ſeveral neceffities. They all e the « 
| fide within their own houſes, and earn a part of their on of 11 
ſubſiſtence. But the maintenance of their own poor, ever 
not the only burden of this kind on the pariſh. The plac ima] 
is infeſted by ſwarms of ſtrolling beggars ; the law for e ton, 
ſtraining them never being put in execution either in d half 
town or country. 30 


Saban 
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Sol There i is a {od grammar ſchesl in the town of 
Figton, which is conducted by a rector and an aſſiſtant. 
he emoluments, conſiſting of ſalary and wages, amount 
b about Gol. Sterling a year. The falary itſelf is 30l., 
which 241. are paid by the town, and the reſt by the 
geritors. The number of ſcholars 1s from 60 to 100, who 
re taught Latin and Greek, Engliſh and writing, arith- 
netick and book-keeping. All children, even thoſe of the 
pooreſt people, are inſtructed 1 in reading Englith, in writ- | 
ng, and the common rules of arithmetick. | 


3 ( 
| th 


J. B 


n br diſadvantage under which this part 
« the country labours, and the great bar to the introduc- 
ton of manufactures, is the want of coal. The common 
people, both in the town and country, burn peat, of which 
ndeed there is abundance within this pariſn. The better 
fort of inhabitants in the town, though they alſo uſe peat 
in their kitchens, burn coal in their rooms. It is brought 
from the oppoſite coaſt of England, eſpecially from White- 
haven and Liverpool; the ton, which contains 32 Win- 
cheſter buſhels, coſt lately a guinea at the port of Wig- 
ton; but, by the late act of parliament, which took off 
the duty, the price of the ton has been reduced to 158. 
or 168. 


ba Manifactures.— In the town of Wigton, as in almoſt all 
ro the other towns of Galloway, there has long been a want 
of induſtry. Something of a manufacturing ſpirit, how- 
cer, having lately ariſen in this part of the country, two 
a final manufactures, the one of wool and the other of cot- 
ton, were introduced into this town, about a year and a 
half ago. In the former of theſe, which employs between 
39 and 40 perſons, the wool is manufactured into plaiding 

and 


| 
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and flannel, eſpecially the former, and ſent moſtly to th 
Engliſh market. The latter, which would have employe 

about 20 perſons, was ſoon hurt after its commencemen; 

and is now almoſt entirely ruined, by the miquity of the 

times. a 


Fiſbing. There is a ſmall ſalmon fiſhing in the river o 
Bladenoch, the rent of which has ſucceſſively riſen from 
91. to 161., from 161. to 241., and from 241. to 331. Ster- 
ling. The ſalmon are not large; they are taken from the 

beginning of March to that of October, and are inegreateſ 
perfection in June and July. They are generally ſold, 
when they begin to be taken, at 4d., and afterwards a 

3d. the lb. The inhabitants of Wigton have the privi 

lege of fiſhing ſalmon in a particular part of the water of 
Cree, oppoſite to the town itſelf ; and the fiſh taken there, 

which are not very many, are much of the ſame ſize, 

caught at the ſame time, and fold at the ſame price, az 
thoſe already mentioned. Various kinds of white fiſh, 
eſpecially flounders, are taken in the bay of Wigton. The 
fiſhing, it is thought, might be turned to conſiderable ac- 
count, but is very little attended to. 


| Reads and Bridges —The ſtatute-Iabour, by which the 
roads were formerly made, was lately, by act of parli- 
ment, converted into money. The maximum, which has 
hitherto been collected, is that of 15s. for each 100k 
Scotch of valuation, and half a crown for each labourer 
and tradeſman in the year. With this fund, the roads ate 
getting faſt into a ſtate of repair, and are let to be kept 
ſo for 10 years. The bridges in the pariſh are upheis 
from the county funds, and are in excellent order. 
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Antiquities.—The moſt remarkable monument of anti- 


: uity in the pariſh, 1s that in the weſtern end of it, called : 
q te Standing Stones of Torhouſe. It is one of thoſe circles 
I large ſtones, by ſome thought Druidic temples, by 


thers reckoned courts of juſtice. The ſtones which form 
te circle, are 19 in number, all of unpoliſhed granite 
d all of them {till ſtanding erect, as they have been 
rginally placed, except one, which is fallen down. They 


$218 feet. Within the circle, though not quite in the 
xntre, but toward the S. fide, ſtand 3 large ſtones, erect- 
{in a ſtraight line from E. to W., of which the 2 out- 
rad are about 5, and the middle one about 3 feet high; 


ule was always a prieſt, Southward from the circle, 
it the diſtance of 43 yards, ſtands a large fingle ftone 
d eaſtward from the circle, at the diſtance of about 160 


eh of which probably bore ſome relation to the temple 
iows of ſtones, the neareſt at the diſtance of about 140 
ben carried away to build the fences of the adjacent 


rounds, The latter is entire, the figure quite conic; 


lie circumference at the baſe about 256 feet, and the 
kight about 12 feet. | 


STATISTICAL 


Of Wigton. „ 


re of various ſizes, as they have been formed by the 5 
und of Nature; from 2 to 5 feet in length, and from . 
þ g feet in girth. The diſtances of the ſtones are alſo 
y different, from 5 to almoſt 12 feet; and the circum- 
rence of the circle, on the outward fide of the ſtones, 


e altar, in all probability, on which ſacrifice was offered, 
Kore the diſpenſation of juſtice, as in Pagan times the 


rads, ſtand 3 ſtones, erected in a line from E. to W.; 
Ir court of juſtice. Directly to the N., are 2 cairns or 


yards, the fartheſt at about 166. The circumference of 
lie former is about 240 feet; but the moſt part of it has 
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their own line, the fiibermen only occaſionally. 
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Statiſtical on - 
| STATISTICAL Tan of the INHABITANTS * the Por CTATIS 
NN | . igton. . 
Population in 17559, 1032 Smiths, . 5 Of fade 
— 9 135 Mm. -. . 
In the town, 1032 Carpenters, . 
— country, 318 Weavers, « or beg 
Males, - - 637 Shoemakers « 1M infor 
Females, .: 913 Tailors, 2 Co 
Under 10 years, 30 Coopers, 
Between 10 and 20, 257 Staymaker, - 
9 20 and 50, 499 Stocking weaver, 
50 and * 250 Flaxdreſſer drarl. 
e 50, ame, + 
Marmed, ie. - 434. Butchers, 2 . 
Bachelors above ai, 9 Nen, » oh, 
Unmarried women at 21, 157 Millers, - | i | 
Wiener, 256 Tanner, " hats, 
'Widows, | - 79 Maltmen, - dear, 
Seceders, 1 — 191 Seamen, 5 1 * 
Cameronians, 7 25 27 Fiſhermen, — furaips 
Iriſh, or of Iriſh parents, 146 Carters, — 
. Clergymen, _—_ % leadoy 
Surgeons, e 2 Farmers above gol. wi 
3 5 a 
Writers, - „„ ——— under zol. ura 
Meſſengers, - 4 Cottagers, RR. 7 
Shopkeepers, - 16 Day labourers, -<- 6 
Innkeepers, NT 6 Male domeſtick ſervants, 
Watchmakers, = 2 Female domeſtick ſervants, j 
_ Gardeners, - 3 Male farm ſervants, ) 
Dyars, 8 2 Female farm ſervants, % 
Saddlers, - 2 2 8 
N. B. Some of the above are not wholly employed i v 
0 


1 


Of beſt cattle, 


Worſt cattle, 


Of ſwipe, 


Inferior cattle, 


Inferior ſheep, z 


— - | 


Number of 3 horſes, 
Of ſaddle and carriage horſes, 10 


120 val ved at L. 12 


350 


300 


100 


1% 
4 IV 
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STATISTICAL TABLE of t the Srock of the Pariſ of Wigton. 


o esch. Total 1 1440 


15 0 150 
6 8 2100 
40 1200 
2 8 600 
10 100 
o 10 500 
1 100 
Total 85 of ſtock, L. 6x50 


drarisrical Tae of the ANNUAL Proper f the Pa- 


”—_ Tiſh of Wigton. 

1 25 e | Acres "wh Each 3 Total | Price |Priceeach] Total 

1 produce. | acre. | produce. each boli. acre. | value. 
: © | ED ” Bells Bolis. L * Aff. 8. d 8 
Vats, 3200 3 | 2400 1 03 3 02205 © 
bear, "x30 4 53 360 [x 10 olq 10 C 540 © 
,, 10 3 603 © 95 © of 180 © 
potatoes, 49 | 45 | 600 jo 8 6 © © 240 © 
lurnips, BR: 5 4 © Oo 40 © 

pe TD {\Rones. ſtones. fs fone.| 

leadow hay, | 200 Bo '[16000 ſo © gt © of 200 0 
en grals, | 150 | 200 li5ooo 10 © 6/2 10 © 375 © 
at 25. 6 d. each boll of corn, 8 315 0 

8 for a horſe, 31; for a 955 11. 108.; and 
for a ſheep, 58. — 2090 0 
6 Annual a of Shaded, 8 200 0 
Of gardens and orchards, = "S800 
55 Total value of annual produce, L. 6535 0 

20 
＋ | ; | 
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NUMBER XXIX 
PARISH OF OLD LUCE. 


| (Couxre e OF Woven, Soy OF GarLowar, Para 
| TERY OF DTRANRAER. ) 


By the Rev. Mr. WILLIAM LgarMoxT | 


OY Extent, Kc. 


E OP L E, who e the Gaelic language, fo 
that the name Glenluce is Erſe, and ſignifies Valle 

of Herbs ; 3 and that almoſt all the names of the farms an 
likewiſe Erſe, as Auchenmale, Craignargit, Balkail, Du 
_ ragget, &c.; which is a proof, that the Gaelic has form 
erly been the language of the country, though not a word 
of it is now underſtood by the inhabitants. Glenluce ya 
divided into Old and New Luce in 1646.— Old Luce i 
ſituated in the centre of the county; the promontories dl 
the Mull of Galloway and Burrow-head of Whithom 
within which the bay of Luce lies, being nearly equ- 
diſtant from it. It is 10 miles long, and varies in breadth, 


from 2 to 7, being deeply interſected by the bay of Luce on 
the one fide, and the pariſh of New Luce upon the other 
It is bounded by the ſea upon the 8. The bay of Auch⸗ 
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voltanton, which unites with the river of Luce within 
job-water mark, are the landing ports. The bay of 
uchenmalg might, at no great expenſe, be made a very 


dung gale of wind from the 8. 
The arable part of the ſoil is dry, light, and grateful, 


nen properly managed; but the ſpirit of improvement 


fear, upon which the dung collected in the farm was an- 


cop was a mixture of weak bear and gray oats. The oat- 
ands received no manure (the partial ſpots excepted, on 


mn ſummer), were laboured 3 years, and reſted 6: the pro- 
uu bee was grey oats, of which a Wincheſter buſhel would 
ie have yielded 6 tb. of meal; or if it gave a pound or 


"'Þ * e different 


* Agriculture a appears to have been better underſtood in the laſt century than 


* 


the 


Gig, the bay of Kirk-Chriſt, and the ſmall river of 


{ harbour for veſſels of conſiderable burden; but there 
not ſufficient depth of water in Pooltanton for veſſels 
ove 60 or 70 tons to get into a place of ſafety, even at 
| higheſt ſpring tides, and perhaps it would not be prac- 
cable to make it better; but it is the beſt of the three 
preſent, for the other two afford no protection in a 


Sol, Agriculture, Kc. About one half of the pariſh | 
not arable, but it produces paſture for ſheep and cattle. 


ns very late in making its appearance in this parifh ; for 
thin theſe 20 years, only 1 farmer or 2 had a cart: at 
reſent, every man has a cart or carts, in proportion to 
ke extent of his farm.—A common round of labour 
ſtich had taken place, was till lately invariably purſued, 
u. there was a bear fey, or piece of fand allotted for 


ally laid, and laboured from time immemorial. The 


mich the cattle and ſheep were folded through the night 


Wo ret it was thought madly good grain“. . Aa 


i the preſent ; for wheat ald barley ns, are then mentioned amongſt 


i 
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different method of management is beginning to pive Nabels } 
very different appearance to the arable part of the pat gerly fille 
Poor paſture is annually giving place to fields cover, fit « 
with clover and rye-graſs; and gray oats are ſucceeded lille | 
white, which return double the quantity of meal. TheWheen ne 
is, however, ſomething in the nature of the foil whidiſhuhels 
_ tends to degenerate oats z for white oats will, in the couf-The a 
of 5 years, have a mixture of gray, even when kept upſet farm 
on the beſt improven land. An annual change of ſceſ nent o 
from wet to dry land, and vice verſa, was tried, but di out exc 
not ſucceed above 7 years: the 8th year, there was Wo have 
ſmall quantity of gray; and the gth, there was at leaf jery ge 
one: third gray oats, though the land on which the expe ices, \ 
riment was made in the 8th and gth years was in as god fired, 
| heart as any of it had been in the preceding years. The 


men. 
frequent change of ſeed from a deeper ſoil, is, perhaps Befc 
the only certain method by which the loſs ariſing fron nh { 
gray oats can be avoided. The means of improvement . jears, 
lime imported from England, and ſea-ſhells from the b rade 
of Wigton. The fhells ſucceed well; but, from the e. ige a 
penſe of labour, 20 tons at leaft being required to an acre i lit 


It is only thoſe who are near the landing ports who hae 
tried them. In 1790, about 16, ooo Carliſle buſhels I and 
| lime were landed in the different ports. A Carliſle buſhel doll. 
is equal to 3 Wincheſter's; and 50 Carliſte buſhels of un- ent 
ſlacked lime has hitherto been conſidered as a proper quan- eulti 
tity for 1 acre; but from 40 to 45 buſhels, according to 
the nature of the ſoil, with a proportional dreſſing upon * WM 6 
ſecond going round, would, in all probability, anſwer the WW ing 
purpoſe better; for upon this coaſt, ſo ſubject to wet ſer- Wl me: 
ſons, the almoſt invariable conſequence, from the 30% a 
| | buſhels oat 


ed 4c 


the preſtations to the Abbey of Glenluce. One farm which, 20 years %% 
was thought high-rented at 12 l. a-ycar, then paid x2 bolls of each. 


els has been a great quantity of lodged oats, impro- 
yerly filled, and the ſtraw, ſo neceſſary in a cattle coun- 
, fit only for the dunghill. The lime is 18. 2d. the 
nll buſhel ; and, for ſome years paſt, the import has 
been nearly the ſame as in 1 790 3 and only about 1000 
luſhels of it might annually go to the adjacent pariſhes. 
The arable farms are all encloſed, and the improvement 
at farm houſes is going hand in hand with the improve- 
ment of land. So late as 1780, they were, almoſt with- 
gut exception, miſerable hoyels. Since that time, above 
10 have been built, all of them good, and many of them 
cal rery good; having not only the farm houſe, but the of- 
ices, with ſlated roofs, and many have been enlarged, re- 
oo paired, and tendered "1 more comfortable habitations for 
nen. 
Before ap toeetbent began, the grain raiſed in the pa- 
nh ſerved the inhabitants. The effects of the ſcarce 
years, 1782 and 1783, though improvement had then 
nade ſmall progreſs, were little felt: The meal did not 
file above 28. the ſtone. At that time, the pariſh could 
o little more than ſupply itſelf ; but in 1790, it export- 
ave ed 400 bolls of oats, 12 Wincheſter buſhels to the boll; 
and 400 bolls of meal, 16 ſtone of 174 Ib. making the 
boll. Wheat and bear cannot be ranked amongſt the pre- 
ent exports of the pariſh, but tracts of them are under 
cultivation, by different farmers, this ſeaſon. 


e 


2 Cattle, Sheep, &c,—The farmers great dependence be- 
ing placed upon black cattle, one great object of improve- 
ment is, to produce good paſture. Grain is cheaper here 
than in a manufacturing country: the Galloway boll of 
oats giving, in this pariſh, communibus ani, 1 I. 18 
meal, 18. 8d. the ſtone; and Votatos, 8 d. the buſhel. 
4 The 
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The ben attention will therefore be neceſſarily turneacther ; 
to his cattle, which in general ſell well. From 800 ty ef 
900 black cattle, of different ages and deſcriptions, ar 
1 annually ſold, including what is bred, and what is bought 
in, and kept from 6 to 12 months or more upon the 
' paſture 3 about 600 ſheep; 150 ſwine z and 50 packs of 
wool, each pack containing 12 ſtone, and 26 1b. Engliſh 
making the ſtone. The ſheep go all to the butcher, and 
the black cattle to England, or other parts of Scotland to 

be prepared for them; for very few are fattened in the 
pariſh, except for private uſe. The average value of the 
black cattle ſold is about 41. Sterling each; ſheep, 91. the 
ſcore; and wool, 128. the ſtone.— There may be about 
400 horſe in the pariſh. A few of the farmers have + 
dopted lately the wiſe plan of breeding horſe z and it is to 
be hoped, that the practice will ſoon become general, 
they are ſupplied. at : preſent from Ireland at a great ex- PA 
penſe. numb 
A rabbit warren deſerves to be mentioned amongſt the ig of 
animal productions: it is rented at 100 l. a year. The I punę 

| ſkins go to the Engliſh market, and the carcaſes are fold Wi 1778, 
in the country at 4d. the pair. 3 Fri 


- Fiſh, &c.—A conſiderable ſalmon fiſhery is carried on deere 
in the rivers of Luce and Pooltanton. Both rivers ate perio 
late; clean fiſh ſeldom appearing in either of them before WM this: 
the end of May, and never, in any great quantity, before 
the end of June or middle of July; but the fiſhing con- Fron 
tinues to the 27th of September. Though the rivers u- her 
| nite at their entrance into the bay, and have a common Bll Fro 
channel to low-water mark, yet the fiſh of the one river Wl Inc 
are eafily diſtinguiſhed by their colour from thoſe of the The 
other; tho 


aher; and the river in which they were bred is the one 
they return to; a fiſh originally belonging to the one, be- 
ing very ſeldom met with in the other. They are ſold at 
2d. the Ib., if above 10 lb. weight; if 10 Ib. or below it, 
it 1d. the Ib.—Great plenty of ſea trout, of different 
kinds, weighing from 1 lb. to 5 Ib. or 6 lb., are met with 
in both rivers, from the beginning to the end of the fal- 
mon fiſhing ſeaſon ; - and the bay of Luce, along the 
whole coaſt of the pariſh, abounds with fiſh : but no at- 
tempt hath hitherto been made to turn them to any ac- 
count. The inhabitants having no abſolute demand for 
them as a neceſſary of life, and no market near them, for 
1 manufactures are eſtabliſhed in the pariſh, they never 
hink of profiting wy the blrtings which Providence has 
put in "mew: JO 5 


8 to Dr. Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 1509. Old Luce, on the 
It of January 1791, contained 1200 inhabitants, old and 
young. An accurate enumeration was like wiſe made in 
1778, which amounted to 1275. 

From the baptiſms entered in the pariſh regiſter, which 
begins in 1732, it appears, that the population has been 
creaſing ſince the year 1755, and perhaps before that 
period; but as there is no rule by which i. it can be traced, 
dis cannot be e known. 


8 Baptiſms. 
From 1732 to 1755, — - 830 

- Increaſe of births over burials in this period, 261 
—_u_= np --..106-. 

* hereaſe of births over burials in this period, 3 207 
Fe The laft 23 years fall ſhort of the firſt, — 24 


though the increaſe of baptiſms be conſiderable. The 
| emigration 


1 SO gion to America was, in this 2 confined to 1 
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women, and 7 children. The village at Cheri 
worn | 1732 increaſed from 2 or 3 to 40 families; a 
two-thirds of that increaſe has been lince I #776 "wy 
the W has ſtill gone on *. 


MI RRIAGES, Big rs, 2 Bumars, entered in the Parj 


Regifter from 1f January 1788 to 1/ January 1791, 
3 


Deans, 
| Years, Manziacks, Biarus. - L under 12 ye 
„ 1 4 
. 1 „ 2 
| 2781, 9 | Id: N oy 6 
. i Ts 
VF | FR ©: e 1 
1786, 2 23 16 I 
1787, . 1 „ 
ut 0 Rs ET 9s 13 . 
8 15 7 
8 — 0 
| of 372 130 WR 5 
nereaſe of births over burials, = i . 
g baptiſed in the preceding A . bs 


Females ditto Ken 


Webſter ek 
& return made to Dr. 1 
8 ſtate, and t i con 
8 Hes Heres Luce in 1755, being 1509 ſouls, Fab a py 
abs been ſome continued cauſe of depopulation. In 2 5 
ba 2 and the firſt s; that, previous to 1755, 
may be a 


hat period 
of the pariſh was parcelled out into ſmall farms; and ſince t 95 
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Pt, "las, Stipend, &c. The values. rerit of the 
win is 59911. 158. Scots, and the real rent about 350 I. 
bling. There are 9 heritors, 5 of whom have houſes, 
n which ſome of them reſide EY and others c occa- 
fonall | 

* church is too ſmall for the inhabitants, but ter | 
fly well finiſhed, and in good repair. The King is pa- 
ton. The ſtipend, by an augmentation lately obtained, 
about 1001. The manſe was built about 50 years ago, 
ind is a large and good houſe. The glebe has evidently | 
ken the garden of the abbey, and contains exactly 12 
res, including the ruins, manſe, and preſent garden. 
he ruins, notwithſtanding the immenſe quantities carried 
pray, ſtill cover, or render of no value, about 14 acre of 
lebe. | 

The abbey was foonded' 3 in the year 1190 *; 1 3058 it ap- 


ears from the ruins, to have been a very u build- 
o ts Js ing; 


there has been a progreſſive union of two or more of theſe. This has 
eſened conſiderably the number of farmers. But, beſides the diviſion 
of land into {mall farms, there was, in general, a farm ſervant upon 
ach of them, called a cottar or worker, who had a houſe, with a wife 
ad family. The number of theſe diminiſhed, of courſe, with the en- 
lugement of farms; and their number has again decreaſed in confequence 
% the farmers preferring unmarried ſervants, in their families, to the 
Otter in his own houſe. The encloſing of land has likewiſe contributed, 
in part, to the depopulation, by rendering herds, who generally had 
vires and families, altogether unneceſſary. Theſe cauſes have oceaſion- 
el the depopulation ; and unleſs manufaQures be introduced, there is no 
probability that the population will increaſe; while the mode of large 
arms continues. | | £ 


*The monks were of the Ciſtertian order; and a Thomas Hay was 
pointed commendator ſo late as 1560. The Pope's bull, dated at 
Rome, 24 May 1560, zppointing him, Commendator Vallis Lucis atque 
de Glenluce, is ill in the poſſeſſion of the commendatei 8 family, i in this 
fariſh, Sir Thomas Hay of Park, Baronet. 
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ing; but all that now remains entire is a ſmall apartment 
upon the E. fide of the ſquare, within which the Cloiſter 

| have ſtood. In the middle of the apartment is a pilly 
about 14 feet high, from which 8 arches ſpring, and have 


of every arch is ornamented with foliage and different 
figures, remarkably well cut in coarfe free ſtone. Fron 
the ſolidity of the workmanſhip which remains, a probable 
_ concluſion may be drawn, that the hand of time woulf 
never have overturned it; neither had the zeal of 


walls, even though they had contained Roman Catholicks; 
for it had remained for near 100 years after the Refor- 
mation, without ſuffering any material injury *. But l. 
berty had, after that time, been given by the incumbents 
to the people to pick out the free ſtone, which brought 


their terminations in the ſurrounding walls: The cente 


good people in Galloway for Reformation extended to ſtone 


it to ruins. The pillar, which is much admired for it 
juſt proportions, has eſcaped the general deſtruction, e- 


ther from the difficulty of removing the rubbiſh which had 
fallen upon the arches, or the danger of its burying the 


depredators in its ruins, had any attempt been made be- 


low the arches to pull i It down. 


2 and Poor. — The ſchoolmaſter' ſalary is 81. 6s 
8d., which, with the wages, perquiſites as ſeſſion-clerk, and 
11. Sterling annually from a mortification by Mr. James 


P weddale ſenior, formerly miniſter of Old Luce, for the 


education 


* The deed by which the commendator conveyed his lands to hug 
friend, Hay of Park, is thus concluded : Datum meo Monaſterio, 14td 
Maii 1572. It muſt, thereſore, have eſcaped the common ruin in which, 
11 or 12 years before, abbeys, cathedrals, and churches, in other part 


of Scotland, had periſhed. It appears, from the records of the pre 


tery of Stranraer, that the building was almoſt entire at the diviſion 03 
the pariſh i in 1646. 
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cation of 4 poor children, may amount to 251. Ster- 


kept, for the winter months, in different parts of the pa- 
nh, and the number of ſcholars at each about 30 —The 
or are not Numerous, and ſeldom beg. The funds 
for their maintenance are the weekly collections at church, 
which ſome years fall -under, but ſeldom exceed, 1 151. 

5 | 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —There is little flat or low 
hing land; but none of the hills riſe to any conſiderable 
leicht, except 3, and the higheſt of theſe does not exceed 
200 feet above the level of the ſea. The Knock, the 
ents imalleſt in circumference, is of a ſharp conical figure, and 
voir: ſmall ſpace at the top has been ſurrounded with a ſtone 
iv, the veſtiges of which are till viſible. It probably 
ellas been a place of refuge, in the turbulent days of our 
had predeceſſors, where a handful of determined men, pre- 
the WW rious to the uſe of fire arms, might have bid defiance for | 
be- i: long time to thouſands. 
Many tumuli, or cairns of ſtones, 3 are ſtill remaining, 
though. the building of fences and clearing of fields, has 
0s Wr:duced their number conſiderably. There cannot be a a 
doubt of their being monuments erected over the aſhes of 
mes Bl the dead; for in all of them that have been opened, there 
las been found, it is ſaid, an urn, encloſed in ſtones, in 
tion the form of an oblong ſquare, about the middle of the 
1 curn : but there was lately found, near the outſide of one 
gh i hich had been carried away almoſt level with the ſur- 
hich, I face of the field, 6 earthen pots, reſembling urns, alter- 
nir ranged in the earth, with the mouth of one and 
| rf tom of another up. In each, there was a ſmall quan- 
3 R "I tity | 


ing a-year. The number of ſcholars, at an average, will 
be about go. Two private ſchools are hkewiſe generally _ 


ſound them upon the publick road, where ſome idle bo 


* 


/ 
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tity of human bones, which evidently have been burn 
Parts of the ſkulls, and other human bones, are very d 
tinct. They were careleſsly left by the workmen vl 


broke them in pieces; but, from the information th 
could be got, and fragments that were picked up, no l 
ſcription had been upon them. It is remarkable, 
wherever one of theſe cairns is met with, another v 
invariably be found within view of it. A line of ther 
in this pariſh, can, in this way, be traced for 2 mile 
There may be two, and not a third one in view of eithe 
but there is never one without another, unleſs it has bee 
carried away, within view of its fellow. 

There is, in this pariſh, a ſpring of the chalybeate kin 
which has been uſed with ſucceſs in ſcorbutic diſorders, 


(ook 
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NUMBER XXX. 


PARISH OF GR REENL AW: 


DALE, PRESBYTERY OF Duxsx.) 


By the Rev. Mr. WII Lia S1MSON. = 


Extent: Name, Sail, Surface, . 


1 H E pariſh of Greenlaw i is between 7 and 8 miles in 
length, from N. to S.; and, on an average, about 
2 miles in breadth. In this pariſh, there are ſeveral of 
thoſe round hills, or detached eminences, which, from 
name of Laws. It is from one of theſe, which, in the 
than the reſt, that the pariſh evidently derives its name.— 
fin, it conſiſts of a deep, ſtrong clay, and produces ex- 
cellent wheat, barley, oats, hay, and fine paſture. In pro- 
ceeding northward, it becomes worſe. In many places, 


an inferior quality; but ſuch parts as are dry, bear good 


graſs. 


Cooxry | OF BERWICK, SyNoD of MERSE AND Treror- 


their conical figure, are well known in Scotland by the 
original uncultivated ſtate of the country, being greener 


The ſoil is extremely various. In the S. part of the pa- 


it is wet and ſpongy 3 and both the grain and graſs are of 


oats, excellent turnips, and heavy crops of clover and rye 


rr 


—_ 
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graſs. The N. part of the pariſh is moſtly a mountaing 


and fit only for ſheep-walks, and the raiſing of young c: 


ſiderable extent, from which the inhabitants of the to 


ſoil. At Greenlaw, which is well ſheltered by hills, thin. 
air is rather mild; in the S. of the pariſh, it is more ſo 


it is keen and penetrating. It may be ſaid to be a health 
it. In the ſpring, however, agues, rheumatiſms, and in 
termittent fevers, are frequent: but it is remarked, tha 
haps, to this part of the country being more billy; the 


Nate. Formerly, the ſmall pox carried off great num 


Lekiſh e 
es its 
an and 
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tract. Some of the hills are dry and improved towar 
the bottom; others are wet, and covered with ſhort hez 


tle. On the W. ſide of this tract, there is a moſs of co 


metime 

of Greenlaw, and all who live in the N. part of the 5 WM 

riſh, are ſupplied with peats of a tolerably good qualit nalſes. 
There is no map of the pariſh. About one half of it 5 

5 encloſed, and two thirds of it arable. Nent, 

. 115 


Climate, Diſeaſes, &c. The climate is as various as thillhe re 


Inall pt 


# doſe 
doſe 
locked 


but on the high grounds, and eſpecially towards the N 


diſtrict, few or no epidemical diſeaſes being peculiar t. 


theſe diſeaſes are neither ſo violent, nor of ſuch duratior 
in this pariſh, as in thoſe to the 8.; which is owing, per 


waters, conſequently, being leſs apt to run into a putrid 


bers; but the prejudices againſt inoculation are faſt wear- 
ing out. The people, in general, are become reconciled 
to this practice, by ſeeins the remarkable ſucceſs with 
which it is attended. Mr. Alexander, ſurgeon in this 
place, has, in the courſe of the laſt 10 years, inoculated 
upwards of 500, of which number only 1 died. 


Rivers.—Blackater, or Blackwater, is the only river 
which runs through this pariſh. Its waters are of a dais i 
| | | blackil . 


Of Greenlaw. — 
iſh colour; and it is from this circumſtance it de- 
its name. It abounds in excellent trout. In ſum- 
„ and even in winter, it is commonly but a ſmall 
ram 3 but being fed by a number of rills and ſmall tor- 
s, which iſſue from the neighbouring hills, it ſwells 
metimes unexpectedly to a great ſize, and overflows, to 
wnſiderable erben the apr grounds — -2f which 
_- 


Rent, &c.— The valued rent of the pariſh is 68361, 

. 1 Scots. The real rent about 35500. Sterling. 

rent of land varies according to its quality and ſitu- 
ton, Near the town of Greenlaw, where it is let in 
hall portions, the rent is from 11. to 1l. 108. an acre ; 
ncoſed arable farms from 10s. to 20s. 6d. an acre: un- 
(cloſed farms, which are partly in tillage, and partly 
r t ecked with ſheep, are not let by the acre, but in the 
inen. The farms are, in general, from 7ol. to 3501. a- 
jar; but there are ſome from 70l. down to gol. ; and a 
ky {mall poſſeſſions below 201. It ought to be obſerved 


knih, and ſome out of it, but all having farms in it, poſ- 
6 lands to the value of 500l., and even 7ool. a-year, 
out 50 years ago, the real rent of the pariſh did not 
much exceed the third part of what it is at preſent. Some 


ile the beſt lands were, about that time, let at 58. the 
vich ere. 
th This great riſe of rent is not owing to any conſiderable 


Iſe in the price of grain: For even fo far back as t 
nrds the end of the laſt century, grain fold, communibus 
Wy +, nearly as high as it is now. But the cauſes, 
ver winch 
* When mention is made of acres, in this account, the Engliſt acre 
dil. k always meant. 


See the tables of fiars of the county of Berwick, 
\ | Ds 


lo, that ſeveral farmers, ſome of whom reſide in the 
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which have chiefly contributed to raiſe the rent ſo great 
are the great riſe in the price of ſheep and cattle, 2 


ſmall degree, both to improve the cattle, and to — 
their numbers. 


jet out in ſmall farms. From ſcarcity of manure, an it 


land, lay in the immediate neighbourhood of the far 
ſtead; and all the manure, which was made upon t 
farm, was laid upon it. The reſt, which was terme 


and another portion was ploughed and cropped with oats 


| 
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the vaſt improvements which haye been made in apric 
ture, by which more grain is raiſed than formerly 2 
much artificial food, ſuch as turnips, clover, and rye pra 
&c., has been introduced, which has contributed, in 


hluab 


Formerly, the pariſh was almoſt totally ende a 0 


conſiderable portion only of theſe farms could be kept 
good condition for tillage. This, which was called cro 


outfield, was partly cropped with oats, without any kin 
of manure whatever, except what was ſometimes folded 
which was generally but a few acres ; and partly allow: 
to he waſte, paſtured by ſome ſtunted half-ſtarved ſhec 
or cattle. When that which was cropped was quite ex 
hauſted, it was allowed to reſt, and a portion of the othe 
waſte ground taken up in its place. A few crops of oat 
exhauſted it alſo; it was then allowed again to he waſte 


and fo with the reſt. The tenants then were very diffe 
ent from what they now are: They wrought as hard, ant 
fared as meanly as their ſervants : their houſes were {mal 
and inconvenient ;. and the whole face of the country ex 
hibited nothing but marks of extreme indigence. Thi 
wretched ſyſtem of huſbandry, and the poverty which wa 
the conſequence of it, were not peculiar to this pari 
nor eyen to this corner of the kingdom, but prevailed a 


moſt all over Scotland; and aroſe no leſs from the ftat 
| n 


oF Greenlaw, 205. * 


lick commerce then Was, chan ork ignorance” in 
culture. Before the Union, Scotland had no foreign 
ket for ker ſheep and black cattle ; and, confehuently, 
id no motive to raiſe more of theſe than her on do- 
ſtick conſumption demanded ; which, at that time, was 
atremely - ſmall, as little butcher meat was then uſed. 
kt no ſooner had the Union opened a market for theſe 
aluble articles of commerce, than an influx of wealth, 
mknown in former times, began to pour into the north- 
m part of the iſland. This influx of wealth increaſing, 
b the price of cattle roſe, gradually produced a happy 
tinge in the ſyſtem of agriculture ; and was, doubtleſs, 
me of the principal cauſes of the improvement of the 
wuntry: For landlords of diſcernment ſoon perceived, 
tat it would be as profitable to cultivate land for rearing 
nd feeding cattle, as for raifing grain. They, therefore, 
meloſecd their grounds, and Urdel ſeveral of their ſmall 
kms. Theſe, they either improved themſelves, or let to 
Me polent and enterpriſing farmers, who had moncy ſuſſi- 
ent, not only to ſtock their farms, but alfo to improve 
4 dem; and who had the good ſenſe to perceive the ab- 


7 firdity of the manner in which agriculture had been car- 
ao} red on, and the ſagacity to foreſee the advantages which 
6 would reſult from introducing a more improved ſyſtem. 


lige In this pariſh, theſe farmers laboured under many local 


, ant Wadvant: ges: 1 hey were at a great diſtance from lime, 
b 
{mal which was the onl y ſpecies of manure they could com- 


mand: They were ſtill farther from markets, where they 
could difpoſe of their grain: The roads. to both, when 
they began their improvements, were bad ; but, by their 
perſeverance and ſpirited exertions, they ſurmounted eve- 
y obſtacle; and (which is much to their honour), have 
eonyerted a great part of the pariſh from a bleak and ne- 


Vol. XIV. 1 glected, 
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1 Hedbed, þ into a beautiful and well cilvated diſtri, Thee 
no reap the fruits of their induſtry: Moſt of them 2 
in eaſy circumſtances, and live in a comfortable manne 


firſt appeared in this part of the country, the roads we 
in bad repair. The only way of tranſporting grain 


been. But beſides being expenſive, it was attended wit 
another, and even greater inconvenience: In winter, whe 
there was moſt grain to diſpoſe of, and the farmers ſto 
moſt in need of money for paying their rents, the road; 
or rather tracts, were often impaſſable. But ſince th: 


0 which runs through this pariſh, was made (which i 15 nea 


ly 30 years ago), there has been conſtant acceſs with car 


returns home laden with coal or lime. The roads to Be 
wick and Eyemouth were, till lately, in a bad ſtate ; but no! 
they are in good repair. The principal croſs roads in th 


| honour to the publick ſpirit of the gentlemen who plannec 


art can, this diſtant inland tract of the country on a leve 


Nea When © ſpirit for improvement in agriculty 


meal to the Lothian markets, was on horfes backs. It 
obvious how expenſive this mode of carriage muſt ha 


branch of the great road from London to Edinburg 


to the Dalkeith market. A cart with 2 horſes, carryin N 24 
5 load of meal, can perform 2 journeys in the week, an I} 


pariſh are alſo much improved. All theſe roads do grea 
and promoted them ; for they have put, as far as huma 


with thoſe places that are more favourably ſituated wil 
reſpect to markets. | 


Mode of C ultivation and Price of 11 WY ploughs 
3 uſed, are the Engliſh kind, drawn by 2 horſes; 
but when ſtrong ſtiff land is broken up, the Scotch plougb 
is uſed, which is drawn by 4 horſes, or 2 horſes and ? 

oxen 


mals in their maſters houſes, received from 31. to 41. 


mn receive from 71. to gl. a-year ; the women from 31. 
l. But moſt of the men ſervants, employed in huſ- 


ire, for meat and wages, a certain quantity of grain, 


ung in all to eren 1 51. and 161“. 


untities, as the ſoil is found not to be very ſuitable for 


imips have been much cultivated of late, and are found 
ſucceed well in the dry grounds. The farmers either 


ſheep, to be eaten on the ground. When eaten in the 
Ads, they generally ſell at about 31. an acre; but ſome 


lil, had cnly 6d. a day; now they have from 18. to x8. 2d., except in 
be time of mowing, when the wages are Is. 6d. : in harveſt, the men 
f1% 2d. a-day, with their meat; women, 8 d. or 9 d.: but reapers 


|. 6s.; thoſe of the women about Il. Is. Women receive for work- 
at hay, and weeding turnips, 8 d. a- day, without meat: the day- 
ges of a maſon are from 18. 8 d. to 28.; of a carpenter from Is. 
to x5, 84. : j of a cabinetmaker the ſame. Work, however, of all 
fe kinds, is gene :rally done by the * A tailor receives 8 d. a- day, 
I his meat. | 


5 
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. Since the late improvements were introduced into 
nculture, the price of labour has greatly encreaſed. A- 


ut 40 years ago, farmers men ſervants, who had their 


fear 3 the women from 21. to 21. 10s. : At preſent, the 


— OY — 


ndry, are married, and eat in their own houſes: They 
me money, and food for a cow for the whole year; a- 
rb Paneel crops in this variſh are, wheat, 
wey, and oats. Some peaſe alſo are ſown, but in ſmall 
E growth of that kind of grain. Heavy crops of clover 
id rye-graſs are raiſed on almoſt all the improved lands. 
kd cattle with them in the houſe, or ſell them to dealers 
das, they are much higher: This year (1793) ſome 
I. „ fields 


' Formerly, men day-labourers, when they furniſhed their own vic- | 


generally hired for the harveſt. The wages of the men are about 
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| Made of Craving he 8 ul of cropping d does Inis) 
prevail through the whole pariſh, but is varied according Wl 
the foil and climate. On lands fit for bearing wheat, 1 P 
mode of cropping followed by the principal farmers Numb 
this: When a fieid is taken up that has been paſtured (ton 
ſome years, they take 2 crops. of oats ſucceſſively; but Winer ! 
it has not been paitured, and been only 1 year in ha were 
they take only 1 crop of oats; then fallow it, and afii yea 
the fallow, ſow wheat in the autumn, with graſs ſeeds Wig! 
the ſpring : If they do not ſow graſs ſeeds, which is ſom le R 
times the caſe, with the wheat crop, they then take a cid elde 
of peaſe after the wheat; and after the peaſe a crop WM": 1 
barley, along with which they ſow the graſs ſeeds. ad d 
light dry land, fit for turnips, when taken up after it Mech 
been paſtured, they take 2 crops of oats ſucceſſively ; hi ben 
if it has been only 1 year in hay, only 1 crop of ont {var 
then turmps, and after the turnips, barley with graſs ſeed 
Till of late, it was the general practice to take 2 crops 0 
hay before they laid their fields in paſture ; but ſeveri 
farmers have found, by repeated trials which they ba 
made, that it is more profitable not to cut their field 
which they intend for paſture, but to put their ſheep © 


fields ſold ſo high as. 61. 108. the acre: | Potatoes are 
general crop, and are of vaſt ſervice to the poor peop 
About Martinmas, the price of them is 5 ſeldom above 10 
or 18. the firlot. 


lanc 
perſo 
wed 


cattle upon them the year immediately after they at . 
ſown. And they are of opinion, that the firſt 2 peu bone 
thus paſtured, are fully as valuable as the 3 next following * 

duty 


Number of Horſes, &c.— There are about 280 horſes, 0 
all ages, in the pariſh, and 850 black cattle ; the numb 
| J 


/ 
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i ſheep amounts to about 2 2500. The attention which 
is been paid, for ſome years. paſt, to the improvement 
ab the breed of ſheep, has greatly inereaſed the value of 
the wool. In 1791 and 1792, laid wool ſold from 148. 
b 185. 6d. a- ſtone; and white wool conſiderably ET. | 
This year it has fallen about 28. the ſtone. 


ebenen Ac bordlig be to Dr. Webſter's report, the | 
umber of ſouls in 1755 was 895. An accurate enume- 
ntion of the inhabitants of the pariſh was made in ſum- 
mer 1785. They amounted then to 1210, of whom 223 
rere below 8 years of age. Of the 987 who were above | 
| years, 832 were of the Eſtabliſhed Church; 62 were 
Burghersz 82 Antiburghers; 7 Cameronians; and 4 of 
he Relief perſuaſion. There are 7 heritors, 3 of whom 
elde in the pariſh. About one half of the inhabitants 
re in the town of Greenlaw; the reſt live in farmſteads 
ad detached: houſes, and in a ſmall village, in the N. part : 
of the pariſh, which contains about 60 people. Almoſt 
he whole of the town of Greenlaw is feued . The 
fuars are about 80 in number. There are ſeveral in- 
lances of longevity in the pariſh. Some years ago, 
erions died upwards of 90. There is 1 alive at preſent 
wed 93, another 875 and ſeveral ſomewhat above 8 


ABSTRACT 
3 1 | 1 i 

euing is a mode of holding landed property very common in Scot- 
Y Vi kd. The purchaſer holds of a ſubject ſuperior, to whom, beſides the 
year iſ obey given when the lands are bought, he pays a perpetual yearly ac- 
wing mowledyraent, which is termed feu-duty. The purchaſe money paid 
Wi" the rounds feued in Greenlaw is 80 J. the Engliſh acre, and the feu-s 
ity I6s, 10 d. The Earl of Marchment | is ſuperior. 
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ABSTRACT of the BarTISMs, MARRIACES, and Burias 
from the 1ſt of October 1785 to the 1 Ofober 1793. 
| Vrans. 5 MAxRIACxs. BAT ISMS. Bvuxrars, 


J LS, = CS 
1788, 10 RS rn BS 
19, 3 9 1 

A 10 3 

1791, 14 | > IÞ-. 
1792, E 1 

1793. * 1 * . 16 


e —The ſtipend is 100l., wah a FEY and 
he of about 10 acres. The church was lately repaired 
and new feated ; and although it is too narrow, conſider 
ing the length of it (which is the caſe with almoſt all old 
_ churches), and rather too ſmall for the congregation ; yet 
it is, upon the whole, a comfortable place of publick wor 
fhip. The manſe ſtands in need of —— 1 The 
Earl of Marchmont i is patron, 


State of the Pwr — The heritors and kirk-ſellion meet 
twice a- year, about the terms of Whitſunday and Mar- 
tinmas, for the purpoſe of making proviſion for the poor: 
At each of theſe meetings, an aſſeſſment is made, ſuff- 
_ cient for maintaining thoſe that are admitted upon the 
roll for the enſuing half year. The one half of the at- 
feſſment is paid by the heritors, and the other by the te- 
nants. There are 41 perſons at preſent upon the roll; and 
the ſum aſſeſſed to maintain them, for the current half yea! 


is 621. 118. 6d. About 5 years ago, the ſums levied for 
tht 


070 Greenlaw. YE 5 I 1 


le ſupport of the poor, were not much above one-third 


| what they now are. 


. 


— have not yet been intro- 
iced into this pariſh. The only branch that has been 
tempted, is one of woollen cloth; but how it will ſfuc- 
xd, it is impoſſible to ſay, as it is yet in its infancy. 
binetmakers work is extremely well executed here: 8 
io tradeſmen are conſtantly employed in making houſe- 
bd furniture for gentlemen in the neighbourhood 3 but 
Zone 18 made but what is commiſhoned. 


8. 


oraer—The ; inhabitants of this pariſh are, in ge- 
ml, a ſober and induſtrious people. There are ſome, 
nd ed, of a different character: Theſe, however, are but 
airedſv. No inhabitant of the pariſh has either ſuffered ca- 
ſider Wil puniſhment, or been baniſhed for many years paſt ; | 
old only one inſtance of ſuicide has occurred in the me- 
; ye of the oldeſt perſon living. 

The Diſadvantages. —Perhaps few parts. of the country, la- i 
Wining under equal diſadvantages, have made as great 
Mmpreſs in improvement as this pariſh has done. Its diſ- 


meetſihnce from markets neceſſarily diminiſhes the price of 


Mar- Vin; and its diſtance from coal and lime as neceſſarily 
poor. ereaſes the price of fuel and manure. The town of 
ſufſ- eenlaw', which is nearly the centre of the pariſh, is 30 


mn the 


les from Dalkeith, 20 from Berwick, and about the 
he at- 


ne diſtance from Eyemouth; and almoſt all the meal, 


he te- Nd even part of the grain, that is carried to theſe differ- 
I; and Wt markets, is bought up to be tranſported to more diſ- 
f year, t parts of the country: What is carried to Dalkeith, is 
jed for Hence conveyed by land carriage to Glaſgow, which is 


_ the 


near | 
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near 80 miles from Greenlaw. The neareſt coal 2 
lime are in Northumberland, about 20 miles diſtant. Y« 
not with kanding all theſe diſadvantages, not only the { 
part of the pariſh, where the ſoil is good, but alſo ma 
other parts, where it is of inferior quality, are, by bei 
well encloſed and well limed, made as fertile as it is po 
fible to render places ſo  unfarourably ſituated for in 
provement. | | | 

Authoren The ruins of two ancient religious hou 
are ſtHl to be ſeen in this pariſh. They belonged tot 
priory of Kelſo, when Popery, was eſtabliſhed | in th 
e 


Hints for Improvements.—T. It has been already obſer 
ed, that ſeveral of the hills, in the N. part of the pari 
are improved towards the bottom. No part of them, hoy 
ever, is encloſed. This is a great loſs to the farmers, i 
they cannot, with all their care and attention, keep the 
ſheep from the turnips in winter, nor ſown graſs in t 
ſpring. A few encloſures, therefore, would be of gre 
benefit z and would amply compenſate for ſuch ſums « 
money as would be neceſſary for making them. 
e | Es 2. Seyen 
About a mile N. from the town of Greenlaw, an old wall, or earth 
cn; with a ditch on one fide, known by the name of Harrit's, ( 
_ Herrit's Dike, runs acroſs the pariſh. It cannot now be ai ſcertaine 
either what the height of the wall, or depth of the ditch originally wa 
but neither of them ſeerns to have been conſiderable. By the encloſure 
which have been lately made in the country, the greateſt part of this wa 
has been deſtroyed. About 60 years ago, it could have been traced 
| miles eaſtward; and tradition ſays, it proceeded, in the fame directio 
as far as Berwick. It is ſuppoſed to have extended weſtward to à Piaf 
in the pariſh of Legerwood, called Boon; a word, in the Celtic langdég 
ſignifying boundary or termination. It is not known by whom, o 
what time this wall was built, nor for what purpoſe it was intended. 


al a 


have not been in tillage for at leaſt 100 years paſt, 


2 . in their preſent ſtate, are worth very little : Were 
on e taken up and well limed, and, after a crop o] of 
"2 us, ſown with white clover ſeed, their value would be 
7.0 miderably increaſed. They would become moſt excel- 
is po 
0 paſture grounds either for ſheep or cattle. 
. The greateſt improvement that could be made in 
bis pariſh, would be to plant ſome of the high grounds 
9 ith ſuch trees as beſt ſuited the ſoil. Plantations, when 
7 wiciouſly made, are ornaments to the richeſt and beſt 
Waltvated diſtricts : but on high and expoſed places, they 
" "Mr: not only ornamental, but greatly beneficial. They 
heak the violence of the winds, and render the air more 
for nid and temperate. In few parts of the country do the 


ids rage with greater fury than on ſome of the high 
paril 
„ how 


ers, « : 
ee various places where plantations might be made to 


jariſh, about half a mile to the S. of the town of Green- 
aw, it would be both a great ornament to the country 
n general, and a vaſt benefit to the lands through which 


Jever | 

f t paſſed. Another ſtripe, about the ſame diſtance N. 
hg - . any . \ 

2 tom the town, drawn likewiſe acroſs the pariſh, would 

Tit S, \ | 1 | : 

amel de no leſs ornamental and advantageous. Beſides theſe, 


ly wag reral clumps of trees ought to be raiſed in places far- 


lou ther N. In ſevere winters, when the froſts are intenſe 
his Wa 


and of long continuance, and the | ground covered with 
now, all theſe various plantations would be of ſingular 
beneſit. They would afford a conſtant ſhelter to the 

Vol. XIV. SS. theep z 


iced 
rectio 
4 pla 
ngusg 
1, or 
ed, 


Of cu. 8 52g | 


6 
1 parts of the ſame farms are dry and arable, i 


mounds in this pariſh: yet theſe are almoſt all quite bare, 
nd deſtitute of trees. It is unneceſſary to point out all 


* py 
0 ——— äRE äů d— 


drantage 3. it may be proper, however, to mention the 
blowing: Were a ſtripe of plantation drawn acroſs the 
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| ſheep; and thereby prove the means of improving 

preſerving thoſe valuable creatures, on which the wes 
and proſperity of the country ſo much depend- 
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NUMBER x8. 


PARISH OF AVCUTERNOVSE 


(CounTY or FoRTAR, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MIA Jllbe 
PRESsBTTERT OF; DUNDEE.) nel. © 

i 2 TL et tp EI $4 moſs, 

ER EO TE ?;(knꝛ:s DS marl ' 

By the Rev. Mr. Jaurs SCOTT- To 
i „ feet; 
VCC : me 
— . . wrou 

| | it we 

_ Situation, ne Boris In 0! 

: lar 

＋ H E pariſh is | ſuppoſed to derive its name from I i n 
ſituation of the church, which is placed upon four 
higheſt point of a conſiderable eminence, the ground MF too! 
clini; in every direction. Auchter is from a Gaelic wit 1 
that . high. Auchterhouſe is 7 miles N. W. vin 
Dundee. It lies in a gentle declivity to the S. of for 
range of hills called Sidlaw, which ſeparates Strathm bee 
from the Carſe of Gowrie and the low part of Angus. oak 
is of a triangular form, and contains (according to 9d, 
beſt information I had acceſs to), about 4160 acres FW bol 
which there are 3160 arable, of 
bee 

Soil, 3 &c —The ſoil is mooriſh. Below 15 


heath, there i is generally a bed of clay and ſand, wü 
wl 


ben 4 properly mixed by means of fiimmer! fallowing, 
ke a good ſoil, called, in this place, light land. Great 
nprovements in agrictlture have been made in this pa- 
ih ſince the year 1776, which took their riſe from the 
ifcovery and application of marl, of which there are 3 
ge fields and a ſmafl one. The laſt mentioned, with 
of the former, belong to the Earl of Airly; the other 
p Captain Laird of Strathmartine and Mr. Yeoman-of 
hllbeuchly.” The ſurface of theſe fields-eonfiſts of 2 feet 
ich earth ; below which are 6 feet of moſs; under the 
noſs, 4 or 5 feet of clay and ſand: then, the firſt bed of 
mrl; in ſome places, 7 feet deep; in others, not above 
1: Beneath this, there lies another ſtratum of clay of 5 
feet ; and next, the ſecond bed of marl, generally of the 
ime depth with the firſt ; which has ſeldom, if ever, been 


EAR 


ln one of Lord Airly's moſſes, there is a rock of a pecu- 
lar ſpecies; hard as flint, and black as coal. Where it 
is neceſſary to open drains through it, it has always been 
found impracticable, without the aid of gunpowder, as no 

tool can make any imprefſion upon it. Yet, obdurate as 
it is found in its natural ſituation, when expoſed to the 
winter froſt and rain, it crumbles into pieces, and is good 
for no purpoſe.—Deers horns, of a great ſize, have often 
been found, at a conſiderable depth in the moſſes; as alſo 
oak trees, hazle, and other wood.—The merl is ſold at 
9d. the boll; of which the digger has 34d. Fifty or ſixty! 
5 dolls are commonly allowed to each acre. And che effect 


of mar! (together with the conſequent improvements), has 


been ſuch as to raiſe the rent of land from 58. to 10S, 
"WM 75%, 208., and even to 408. Sterling the acre. | 
hl = e | Lord 


Of Kueken, our 


wrought, becauſe of the water which abonnds, and which! 
t would be extremely difficult and expenſive to draw off. 


2 — 
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| reſt lies in ſowing out annually a large portion of their 
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Lord Airly gave te example of encloſing, draining, 
and otherwiſe improving the ſoil. His encloſures are all 

of the moſt ſubſtantial kind: The walls are brought to 2 
level at the height of 4 feet; then covered with large flag 
ſtones, projecting 2 or 3 inches on each ſide; and to bind 
and keep all faſt, there is ſet above theſe a capping of 
ſtone, placed on edge, which ſtands ſtrong like an arch. 
The encloſures of Ballbeuchly are done after the ſame 
manner: Thoſe of Dronlaw and Scotiton are carrying on 
in a ſimilar ſtyle: The 2 Adamſtons were encloſed many 
years ago; but, from the want of good materials, the 
fences are not ſo complete as thoſe upon the other eſtates 
in the pariſh. Proprietors and tenants are now fo well 
convinced of the ſuperior advantage of encloſed ground to 
open fields, and ſuch is the preſent prevailing ſpirit of im- 

provement in all the branches of agriculture, that it is 
thought, within a few years hence, the whole arable land 
of the pariſh will be encloſed. Theſe walls are built at 
245. the rood : 88. for ern, 88. for driving, and 88. 
for building. 
As to cropping, the farmers differ ſomewhat in opinion, 
and vary in practice. Yet all are agreed, that their inte- 


farm with graſs ſeeds, chiefly red and white clover, and 
rye-graſs; and alſo in having a good deal of peaſe, tur- 
nips, potatoes, and yams. Oats and barley are our prin- 
cipal crops. Some wheat is ſown, but it does not often 


prove beneficial. Peaſe meliorate the ground, and yield 1 
excellent fodder. It is for theſe reaſons they are ſown, 3 
| ; 


and not for any other return they make; the encreaſe, in 
molt ſeaſons, being rather ſcanty. Turnips, potatoes, and 
yams, ſucceed remarkably well. With the former, a great 
number of cattle are fed every winter for the butcher. 


They 


9 are alſo given with great advantage to milch-cows 


A nd young cattle. Upon Lord Airly's farm, oxen have | 
z ef reared and fattened to the weight of 80 ſtone. —Flax- ? 
lag ked is ſown too, which generally yields from 3 to 4 or 


; ſtone the peck; the ſtone worth 118. or 128.—250 
tone of hay an acre; 11 or 12 bolls of oats; 10 bolls 
u barley; 9 or 10 bolls of wheat; and 10 bolls of 
aſe, are conſidered abundant crops 3 and not to be ex- 
pected, if the fields are not in high cultivation, and the 
ton favourable. In general, little more than the half 
i} the above quantities are reaped; yet the produce is al- 
mys more than what is neceſſary for the conſumption of 


market, which i is Te 4 to be about 2000 bolts of meal and 
birley. | 3 85 c 

The rent of farms 18 end 201. to 2001. and upwards 
their extent is from 50 to 500 acres. There are avout 
200 acres planted, including belts and clumps. 

There are 40 ploughs in the pariſh ; generally formed 
er Small's model, and drawn, ſome by 2, others by 4 
Jtorſes, according as the foil is tender or rugged, and the 
felds level or ſteep. The number of horſes may amount 
02003 and milch-cows to 150. 


nd 
\r. rs paſt, was in the year 1792. Compared with it, crop 
n. z was a great one. Still, no perſon ſuffered through 


larcity, either in the one or other. In 1782, as meal 


14 s very dear (208. the boll), and the price of labour not 
b high as now, the kirk-ſeſſion purchaſed a quantity of 
neal, and ſold it at a reduced price, according to the cir- 


fumſtances of the buyer *, 


at | 
T. * Wheat is ſown in October; oats in March, and to the middle of 
y april ; barley and flax in May ; turnips in June; potatoes and yams are 


Planted in May; harveſt, September, and to the middle or end of 
ober. 
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Fides and Rent. arl of Aitly, proprietor of the 
rony of Auchterhouſe; Colonel and Admiral Duncan, 
DPronlaw, Templeton, E. and W. Adamſtons; Mr, M:; 
well of Sootſton ; Mr. Yeoman of Ballbeuchly; 2 
George Chriſtie of 'Fempleland, —Valued rent 169], 1, 
g 5d. et Real rent about 20001. . 


Nee to Dr. Webſter 8 report, the x 
: een in 1755 was 600. The number of inhabitan 
all ages included, at preſent is alſo 600. Ballbeuchly 

in this parith only gucad ſacra; otherwiſe, it is ſaid, to 
in the pariſh of Caputh, 20 miles diſtant. It pays 
ſtipend to either; nor does it bear any part of the expe 
of building and repairing the church, manſe, or offices, 

There are here 12 farmers by profeſſion; 40 weaver 
q rights; 2 ſmiths; 2 tailors; 8 dikers; 6 quarrier 
2 ſhoemakers; 3 merchants, having ſmall retail ſhops; 

retailers of ale and ſpirits; 1 clergyman ; 1 ſchoolmaſti 
We have neither lawyer, writer, doctor, ſurgeon, n 
apotliecary; no butcher, baker, barver, brewer, diſtille 
nor exciſeman. 


Chara@ter of the People, &c. The people are all of f 
Eſtabliſhed Church; regular iv their attendance upon pu 
lick worſhip z not mere formaliſts in religion, and yet in 
from enthuſiaſm ; ſober and diligent in their reſpect 
prof ſſions, contented with their ſituation, and well aitec 


cd both to the civil and religious eſtabliſhments of th 


country. In ſpite of the various wicked arts empioye 
by the ſeditious in a neighbouring town to dificmm 


French doctrines, and to poiſon their honeſt minds, the 


remain unſhaken in their loyalty, and thin! not they li 
grade themſelves by paying honour to whom honour 


* tribute to whom. tribute is due. en their fa- 
they learned theſe principles, and their children are 
truſted in the ſame.—If the price of many of the ne- 
fries of life is greatly encreaſed, the price of labour is 


a man ſervant were about 41. Sterling; now they are 
Lor 101., with victuals and lodging. The wages of fe- 
le ſervants and day-labourers have riſen in the ſame. 
wportion. The people of this country, in general, are 
py, and will remain ſo, if they ſuffer not themſelves 
ll under the influence of ambitious, diſappointed, tur- 
lent, and ill-deſigning demagogues. The induſtrious 
ne ample encouragement, plenty of work, good pay- 
ent, and full ſecurity for their perſons, character, and 
werſhrperty. Very few young men go from this pariſh either 
ien the army or navy: a ſure proof of their not being ad- 
ited to idleneſs or vice. As to great crimes, they are 
ut known here. No perſon recollects an inſtance of ſui- 
tide or murder; nor of any one who had been tried ca- 
italy. And ſuch is their peaceable diſpoſition and ins 
krrity, that not many have been involved in law-ſuits. 


Climate —The air of the pariſh is keen, but not uns 
jars of age, and ſtill ſtrong and active; and 16 perſons 


8 are common in the country. Not a few ſuffer from 
heumatiſms and ſcrofulous diſorders : agues are ſcarcely 
mown : the ſmall pox have frequently made ſevere ras 


0 fewer than 20 were carried off in the ſpace of 6 weeks. 
lt that time, the prejudice of the people + inocula- 
our ion was inveterate *. 

du Vor. XIV. 3 U of Baptiſms, 
® They employed one argument to juſtiſy tbelr obſtinacy, upon which 


n 


0 laune | | 43%. 


ne than doubled fince the year 1774. Then, the wages 


healthy. There are 2 men now alive between 80 and 90 


tween 70 and 80.— The diſeaſes prevalent here are ſuch, 


nges among the children. By that fatal diſorder, in L973 % 
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| An ing, Metriages, Bubials, 2 1 
5 Baptiſins from 1ſt January 1782 to iſt January 1992, 1 
8 for the ſame years in the laſt century, 2 
Marriages from 1ſt October 1783 to iſt October 1792, | 
in 9 years laſt century, viz. from 1 762 to 1678, 
Burials from 1ſt January 1784 to 1ſt January tot, 


But as indigent perſons were not regiſtrated, they m 
be taken at 70. which make 10 > annually. 


Poor. —The ln of. poor upon the roll, who rece! 
a weekly penſion, ſeldom exceeds 3. Theſe (and othe! 
ſtanding in need of occaſional aſſiſtance), are ſupplied fro 
the Sunday collections, and from the intereſt of 3ool. Ste 
ling, laid out upon bond, at 4 per cent. The medi 
of the weekly collections, in the laſt century, from 10 
to 18. Sterling. Of the firſt 30 years of the preſent ce 
tury, about 18.: of the year 1743, 18. 6d.: and fro 
March 1791 to March 1792, 50 Sundays, 58. Sterling. 
: OO | dae 


they reſted, viz. © To inffict a diſeaſe, is tempting Providence.” T 


writer of this account exerted all his influence to inſpire the people wi ted 
more juſt and rational ſentiments upon ſo very intereſting a ſubye! 1 ha 
He argued with them in private, and recommended inoculation from t 1 
pulpit. He told them, that many oi the moſt pious and pepular clergy 4 wt 
men had adopted the ſcheme in their own families; and that, from t . 
great ſucceſs that attended it in every quarter of the globe, there » This x 
good reaſon to conclude, that it was a ſcheme highly favoured by P ery b 
vidence. But all in vain, Their prejudices remained, and their childr na 
continued to die. In 1782, he had a child of his own inoculated; al Py 
in the following year, by the advice of an eminent ſurgeon in Dunde ud 
he performed the operation himſelf upon his ſecond child; and, at! aly 
ſame time, upon ſome other children in the village. They all did we th 
He continues the practice in his family; and has prevailed with ſme tic 
follo his example; that is, to inoculate their children without callu eſſe 
in either phyſician or ſurgeon. In ſhort, it is believed, that by and Þ act 


the ſcheme will be generally adopted, and, in enen thereof, ma 
uſcful lives Saved to the publick, 2 | 
7 
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Lnlz—The branches taught: are, the prineiples of the 
poliſh and Latin languages; the principles of the Chri- 
n religion; writing, arithmetick, book-keeping, geo- 
rtry, trigonometry, and menſuration. And in an even- 
g ſchool, kept in the winter months, for the accommo- 
jon of thoſe who cannot attend the day ſchool, all the 
we mentioned branches, except Latin, are taught, and 
b church muſick. The ſchool fees are 18. 6d. the 
arter for reading Engliſh 3 28. for reading and writing; 


þ higher quarter fees have hitherto been charged for any 


lnouage pay 28. 6d. the quarter, for 4 quarters in the 
Far, no deduction being made for about 6 weeks of a va- 
tion in the time of harveſt. The number of ſcholars 
bee 1788 (the time of the preſent ſchoolmaſter s ſettle- 
nent), taking one year with another, have, in the middle 
winter and the middle of ſummer, exceeded 50. The 
umber at the evening ſchool about 18 “. 

. Stipend, 


the ſtate of each ſchool entered upon the record. The preſpytery is 


id, who have power to ſettle the ſubſequent meetings. The examina- 
tion of the ſeveral ſchools is accompliſhed within three or four weeks. 
This plan, purſued for theſe fix years paſt, has been productive of the 


lars, and proved highly gratifying te parents, and the inhabitants in ge- 
And there is one gentleman (Mr. Paterſon of Caſtle Huntly), who not 


ly gives his countenance upon theſe occaſions, but diftributes premiums 
lo the ſcholars who molt excel. The ſchool of Auchterhouſe has given 


ul particular ſatisfaction to the committee, which has been repeatedly ex- 
To preſſed, and inſerted in the preſbytery record —For ſome years pait, a 
; kaetiee has been eſtabliſhed here, which, as it is not general, though 


attended 


14. 28. 6d. for reading, writing, and arithmetick: and _ 


unch taught at the ſchool; only thoſe learning the Latin 


* All the parochial ſchools, within the l of the preſbytery, are hy 
ited and ſtrictly examined annually by the preſbytery, and a report of 


4 pa — — — — 
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armed into three committees; the firſt meeting of each committee fix- 


ery beſt effects; having ated as a ſtimulus both upon maſters and ſcho- 


teral. In ſome parithes, there are heritors who attend the examination. 
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ion, conſiſts of 104 bolls of meal and barley, and 36]. Ste 


The Earl of Airly is patron. 'The church was rebuilt 
1775 ; is very ſubſtantial and commodious, clean and nea 
with a ſteeple of cut ſtone on the W. end. Connecde 


1789, at the expenſe of 3221. 105. Sterling, befides th 
materials of the old manſe and carriages. It is an exce 
lent houſe, 39 fect by 25 within the walls; well finiſhed 
and covered with the beſt Eſdale ſlate. The offices wer 


vets in 1 789. Aud, to the honour of the gentlemen con 


tioned. During the ſummer months, in the interval between forenoor 


| follows, Theſe leſſons are duly prepared the preceding day in ſchool. 
| This practice inſpires a degree of emulation among the ſcholars, and al Abo 


gebend, 4 &c.—The church wing, as bete lat f 


Ying, with a glebe of 6 acres, a garden, manſe and office 


with it, on the eaſtward, there is an alle, containing M. 
large vault, formerly a burying- place of the Buchan f tone, 
mily, now belonging to the family of Airly. The ol la 
church was an extenſive grand Gothick ſtructure, dedMvbich 
cated to the Virgin Mary. It bore no date. There is anoth 
large fount ſtone remaining, with ſome images of angel thus it 
. or ſaints, in rude ſculpture, and but ill-ſuited to the ele gules 
gance of the general building. The manfe was built i = 
0 


built in 1784. A very handſome ſchool-houſe was att. 


attended with very defirable conſequences, deſerves, perhaps, to be men 


and afternoon worſhip, a few of the ſcholars are employed every Sunday A 
in the church, for half an hour at leaſt, in reading publickly a portion Nl 
of the Old and the New Teſtament; after which a catechetical exerciſe ' | 
COUT 


fords the people an opportunity of marking the gradual improvement of ton 


the childrens knowledge, while, at the ſame time, their own may be eye 


advanced. At this ſchool, the manner of teaching the Engliſh language BH 
is the ſame with that obſerved by the beſt Engliſh teachers in Edin. be 


' burgh; and yet, notwithſtanding the abilities, the afliduity, and tha Aue 


fucceſs of the ſchoolmaſter, his preſent encouragement (including ſalary at 
Paid by the heritors, ſalary as ſeſſion-clerk and precentor, ſchool-tecs, aud 
perquilites of office), does uot exceed 251. Sterling. | 


heavy expenſe incurred by ſo many publick buildings with- 
in ſo ſhort a period, the whole was done with the utmoſt 


aer. 


/ . 


Minerale, Rivulte, &c.—The pariſh abounds with fre- 
vhich, at the village of Dronlaw, where it is joined by 


miles E. of Dundee. 


turnpike, and have eaſy acceſs to it, feel its great advan- 
nge, and readily acknowledge it; while thoſe who live at 
2 diſtance, derive but little benefit from it, owing to the 


mill. 


church, there are evident traces of an ancient fortification. 
About 2 acres have been encloſed with deep ditches and 


krel of the ſea. Both hiſtory and tradition are filent re- 
pecting its original deſign. Adjoining to the houſe of 


0 duchterbouſ. RD | 525 5 


hy let it 1 be niemtioned,” - that, eG the 


hezrfulneſs, and without the er b of the . 


done, water, marl, and moſs.—A fine rivulet, iſſuing from 
the lake of Lundie, runs along the S. border of the pariſh, 


mother ſtream, aſſumes the name of Dighty Water; and 
tis it bears, till it empties irſelf into the krith of Tay, 4 ; 


3 and B ridge. The turnpike road from Dundee to 
NMeigle runs through the pariſh, Such as live near the 


metched ſtate of the bye-roads, which the commuted ſta- 
tute-labour will never render tolerable. There are in the 
pariſh 5 bridges, 2 corn mills, 1 lint mill, and 1 fulling- 


] Antiquities. — the ſummit of one of the Sidlaur 
orcilh hlls, called the Whiteſheets, about a mile N. of the 


lone walls. This fortification ſtands 1400 feet above the 


Auchterhouſe, there ſtands a part of a very old building, 
at goes * the name of the Tower: the walls remaining 
are 
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are ain 10 feet in height, ad about 8 in Aide 7 
mented in the ſtrongeſt poſſible manner. Ir is ſaid to ha 
deen very _ 3 and that the n derived ey name fro 
5 

Two of the ene n very common i 
dis part of the country, called by the people weems, hay 
deen diſcovered : one, at a ſmall diſtance from the churc 
and another not far from the houſe of Auchterhouſe 
This laſt was completely dug up. The ſpace between 
Walls and covering was full of rich mould; in which we 
found aſhes of wood, ſome bones, hand mill-ſtones, abo 
14 inches diameter, and a brafs ring without — * inſcrip 
tion | 


22 


e i is onal that a vetticular n of theſe buildings wi 
be given in the account of the neighbouring pariſh, Liff, where a ve 
extenſ ve one, within a few yards of Lundie-houſe, was laid open by C 
Jene Duncan, the proprietor, 

Theſe are all the antiquities of this pariſh ; to o which may be fabji 
ed the following extracts from the old regiſter, literally taken down 
* On Sunday, the 25th of May 1645, Andrew Smith confeſte that he 

bad carnal copulation with Jein Mores. Sicklick Jo. Williamſonn 

conteſſed, that he had adoe with Elſpit Low; therefore, they are 0 

dained to mak ther repentance the Sabbath following. On Sunday, th 

Ift of Junne, there was but anes preaching, becauſe of the enemie [yin 

fo neir hand, —On Sunday, the 2cth of July, there was no preaching, be 

cauſe of the enemie being ſo neir the towne.—On the 5th of July 1649 

| there was intimation made out of the pulpit, of a faſt to be Kkeept © 

the gth of July. Alſo the miniſter told the people out of the pulpit, thi 
the Earl of Seaforth was excommunicat.— Among many reaſons aſligne 
for a faſt, the following are two: zd, Becauſe of the deſolate ſtat ant 
cure of ſeveral congregations, which have been ſtarved by dry-breaftet 
miniſters this long time bygone, and now are wandering like ſheep bu 
theepherds, and witneſſeth no ſenſe of ſcant. 4th, Becauſe of the preg 
nant ſcandal of witches and charmers within this part of the land, . 


are tv ſupplicat the Lord therefore, thar he would enlighten and enclynt 


Winiſters and people, and enflame their hearts with more zeal to 0" 
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Mr elle Obſervations ='The Kifktown: of Aale; 
puſe ſtands 100 feet above the level of the ſea; and the 
wſpect hence is very extenſive and various. To the W., 
rough an opening of Sidlaw, called the Glack of New- 


nont, the Grampian mountains, and that famous hill 
beautiful 
pd love to his truth; that the love of the Lord may conſtrain 25 all to 


hore of his right hand unto the deſolate congregations, &c.— On Sun- 
ky, the 27th of September, the miniſter read, out of the pulpit, che 


the Lord of 


in the paroch, and delate them to the next ſeſſion.—On Sunday, the 
ih of July 1652, Janet Fife made her publick repentance, before the 
julpit, for learning M. Robertſon to charm her child; and whereas M. 
Robertſon ſhould have done the like, it pleaſed the Lord before that 
ime to call upon her by death — March 21ſt 1658. The miniſter re- 
ported, that the preſpytery had given comiſſione to Mr. William Gray 
ud the miniſter, to ſpeak my Lord and my Lady Buchane anent yr 
krvant Mrs. Douglas, yt they would cauſe her attend God's ſervice on 


ſuſpenſion from ſerving the calling of the miniſtrie, till the ſynod aſſemblie 
of Dundee, for ane fornication committed betwixt him and dam Marjorie 
Ramſay, Counteſs of Buchanne ; for the qlk, by the ſaid preſbyterie's 
order, he beganne his repentance on the pillare, and ſat both ſermons z 


for ane fornication forſaid, being thryce in the pillare; upon evident 
lyns of his repentance, was abſolvit.— December 21. That day, the 
Counteſs of Buchanne, for ane fornication committed with Mr. James 
Campble her chaplain, beganne her repentance.—F ebruary 2. 1662. All 
kirk, ſeſſions are diſcharged till farder orders.“ 


ge, appear a confiderable part of Strathmore, the Stor- 


at the diſtance of ow 69 miles, rifing in 


hilk more conſcionably and cloſlie then before; that he would ſend forth | 


umes of thoſe who were excommunicat bee Mr. Robert Blair in the 
lk of Rang to wit, the Earl of Airly, Sir Alexander Makdonald, 

„and ſome others.—On Sunday, the yth of Januarie 
1649, 1 ine and twa of the elders went through the church, after 
mon, defiring the people to ſubſcribe the covenant.—6th Januare 

1650, On that day, the miniſter deſired the ſeſſion to make ſearch every 
ne in their own quarter gave they knew of any witches or charmers 


the Lord's day, or elſe diſmiſs her; they promiſed.— Nov. — 1665. Mr. 
William Skeinner, miniſter and moderator of the preſbyterie of Dundee, 
having preached, intimat to the congregation, Mr. James Campble, his 


ind is exhorted to repentance. December 24. Mr. James Campble, 
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bouring hills. Its figure is that of a perfect cone; ant 
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| beautiful and grand pre-eminence above all the neigh, 1 
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ver able 


its common appellation the Maiden-pap: To the 8., 8 
E. and E. we have the Lommond hills, Largo-law, the 
city and bay of St. Andrew's, the mouth of the frith o 

Tay, part of the German Ocean, and Law of Dundee, i 

Full view. In the laſt mentioned quarter, and contiguoy 

to the pariſh, the extenſive encloſures and valuable im 
provements of Captain Laird of Strathmartine greatly de 
| light the eye. The ſame ardour and perſevering ſpirit 
which diſtinguiſhed that gentleman in the whole of hi 
naval purſuits, but eſpecially where dangers and difficul 
ties occurred, has been conſpicuous in his land opera ich, 
tions. By an unremitting actiyity, extraordinary perſon ten: 
al exertion, and a judicious application of money, hie. 
eſtate, which, not many years ago, was purchaſed at 
10, oo0l., has been raiſed to the value of between 30, oool. 
and 40, ooo l. Sterling. Such an example as this, cannot 
be without its due effect in the country. And it is her 
mentioned, not only becauſe theſe improvements beauti- 
fy the proſpect, and tend to the general good, but becauſe 
Captain Laird poſſeſſes one part of this pariſh by an eo c 
change, and another by purchaſe. But as neither of theloen, - 
is charged with any portion of the Arend, bei is not in- rant 
cluded in the number of heritors. 

The village of Dronlaw contains 112 perſons ; : Kirk- 
town, 109; Newton, 57. "Theſe, like all the other vi- 
lages in the country, are built in the moſt irregular man- 
ner, and generally conſiſt of houſes of the meaneſt con- 
ſtruction. It is much to be regretted that the lower claſs 
of people, a numerous, uſeful, and virtuous body, are not 
more comfortably lodged. After toiling hard through the 
day, they come home to be involved in ſmoke and naſti- 
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6. This evil will remain, till the proprietors of land 
flve to build, at their own expenſe, all the houſes ne- 
ary for the good accommodation of the people upon 
ir eſtates. And conſidering that, by doing ſo, they 
in 2+ per cent., they beautify the country, and augment 
| happineſs of thoſe perſons by whoſe induſtry and la- 
ur they enjoy eaſe, afluence, and ſplendour, it is not a 
tle ſurpriſing, that the gentlemen have been ſo long in- 
tentive to their on been, and the comfort of their 
low creatures. 

From the tenants of one eſtate in this pariſh, no incon- 
lerable number of ſervices and carriages are exacted ; 
hich, while they profit not the landlord, bear hard upon 
k tenant, and are hoſtile to all improvement in agricul- 
ire, There is, however, reaſon to believe, that a total 
vlition of this ſpecies of ſlavery (the only thing meriting 
ut odious name remaining in the country), will foon be 
ccompliſhed : Already, much of it has been done away 
hin theſe few years paſt. It is true, thoſe lands ſub- 
ted to the greateſt weight of ſervices, are comparative- 
low rented. The condition of cottagers is not the 
1 comfortable. Happy would it be for this order of 
ten, were they to hold of the landlord, and not of the 
ant. Few tenants prove gentle maſters. | 
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(Couxry 0 or Hans. Bros OF r AnuRDERN, Puroprrh 
OF Tunnirr. ) 


By the Rev. Mr. Ronext BALLINGALL, 


Name. 


Tune name of the pariſh was bet 'T Eunan, ( 
St. Eunan, after the titular ſaint of that name, 
whom the church or chapel had been dedicated. 
common name now 1s Forglen, or Foreglen, to diſtinguith 
from the neighbouring pariſh of Alvah, or Back Glen. Fe 
ſome time, the two pariſhes were joined, and ſupplied 
one paſtor; but, before the middle of laſt century, Foryle 


ts 3 | Fe ay doit 
became a ſeparate erection, and an annexation was made 
3 WY 3 58 _ Wuces 
it from the pariſh of Marnoch, comprehending the greats bo 
part of the eſtate of Carnouſie. The annexation of bo guest 


quoad ſacra et civilia. At Burn-end, about half a mile t 

| "pate lides, 
the W. of the preſent church, is to be ſcen the remains 
a ſmall chapel, probably the place of worfhip in Popit 
times. For more conveniency, the church had afterwar 
been transferred to its preſent fituation. On a ſtone bu 


or m 
the 9 
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church was re-edified ” TO" e A. Nen f 
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1 


| river Diveron : it is bounded on the W. by the pariſh 
{ Marnoch, on the S. by Turriff, on the E. by Turriff 
pd Alvah, and on the N. by Alvah. On the S. and E. 

le the river is the boundary. Lord Banff's lands, how- 
fer, croſs it in two or three different places. He has a 
Ire alley oppoſite his own houſe, on the Turriff fide 
wother below the church, by the houſe! of Muiriſh, and 
ſmall part oppoſite Boat of Muiriſh. On the N. boun- 


TE] 


ar from regular; only the N. E. angle is cut off by Al- 
mh, The length, from the church to the river ſide, ta- 


ands have a gradual ſlope, from the back parts of the pa- 
nſh, to the river on the 8.; and there are no high hills to 


pounds, affording a beautiful TT 


ole i % = 3 

' vil—The ſoil, on haugh grounds, is ſandy, but pro- 

ef ; ” 

1 duces very fine crops of grain, and very rich paſture. The 

5 bil on braes and flats above them is richer, and yields the 
| ineſt crops of barley and oats. Having the river on two 


lides, which acts AS a drain, and there being little moſs 


the grain, in ordinary ſeaſons, well filled and ripened. It 
is now cuſtomary with merchants to buy oats and barley 


N —— . 531 


o the 8. wall oh it, is an inſcription, in theſe terms : * 


tuation avid Mate —Forglen 80 on hs N. gde of 5 


kry, the part of the farm of Brownſide, Captain Hay's, | 
alled the Broadmyre, is in Forglen pariſh, and the reſt 
n Alvah.—The figure of the pariſh is an oblong, not 


nards the 8., is 34 Engliſh miles, and the breadth 24 miles, | 
| has a S. expoſure, one of the beſt in the country. The 


occaſion any inconvenience of ſhade, being gentle riſing 


or marſhy ground in this pariſh, the harveſt is early, and 
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by te The Banffshire ſirlot is 32 Scotch flands 

_ pints, and the medium of a boll of oats of ſaid meaſu 
is 14 ſtone Amſterdam weight; of barley 18 ſtone : ba 
ley, however, is often much above that; 194 and even 1 
| ſtone: and oats ans nels 8 ſtone of Wal Aide af 


if 


| mill ques. 


Gulli vation Thee moſt part of this pariſh is arable, 2 
has been, at one time or other, under the plough. I 
lands on the river fide have been, for ſome time paſt, 1 
a ſtate of improvement. The tenants, ſtimulated by 
example ſet before them by the heritors, the late and pre 
| ſent Lord Banff, and Captain Hay, when he reſided : 
Carnouſie, in improving their mains, had made rapid pro 
greſs in cultivation. And now the ſame ſpirit has caug 
ſome young farmers, and even the old are ſtirring, an 
extending the like improvements over the reſt of the p- 
riſh. In the remoteſt parts of the pariſh, we have no 
as good huſbandry, fields as well drefled, and as good 
grain, graſs, and turnip raiſed, as on the river fide. Th 
principal tenants have been in the practice of ſowing tur 
nip in broad-caſt chiefly, for the ſpace of 18 or 20 years 
and now the ſmaller ones have each their proportion 0 
them, and of ſown graſs, which they find much for theit 
profit, and is much in favour of the brute creation. The 
mains, in the hands of the heritors, are of conſiderable 
extent, and well improved. There are only two larg 
farms in the pariſh; the farm of Old- Town of Carnouſie, 


of about 1001. Sterling rent, and the farms of Kirktown 
and aſtſide, preſently conjoined, of about 601. : the reſt, 


at a medium, rent from 20l. to 3ol. 


There are 2 good 


many crofts for the accommodation of the ſervants and 


labourers employed by the heritors. 
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In ploughing, the farmers ſometimes uſe horſe ploughs, 
nd ſometimes oxen, according to the nature of the 
gound ; and the cattle are now yoked with collars and 
mces, and trained to carts and wains. The breed of cattle 
nd horſes is much improved of late; and alſo the ſheep, 
which there are ſeveral flocks of a larger ſize, with finer 
zol, and giving. double or triple price of the ordinary 
wuntry breed. Wool is ſold from ſeveral farms at 208. 
nd 218. 4d. the ſtone. _ PE 

The farmers now raiſe flax for their c own uſe · Je : 
us, and barley, are ſown from the beginning of March 
p the end of May; and harveſt begins in Auguſt, and 
terminates, in ordinary years, in September or beginning | 
of October. Harveſt 1732, and ſeveral ſince, have been 
nuch out of courſe 3 and the laſt 0 793) as bad as any f. 


la 


irs” The 3 64 the pariſh. are, the Right 
ure nie William Lord Banff, Colonel Duff of Car- 


nouſie, 


, They are but learners, however: they have not yet acquired the 
neeſſary (kill, and not reckoning the crop eſſential, they often loſe it, 
br want of a little attention to weeding and watering ; and ſo come to 
te diſcouraged by their own negle&t. A nit ht or two extraordinary, in 
It weather, will rot it in the ſteep. Care then ſhould be taken of this, 
lit mould lie a little longer on graſs. | | 

f The ſeed was late laid down, owing to a cold ſpring. Rains in 
lunmer kept it in the growing ſtate, and extended it to an extraordinary 
engt; ſo that it was, perhaps, the fulleſt in appearance we ever ſaw; 
but the rain continuing after the ordinary ſeaſon of harveſt was come, pre- 
rented its ripening, and alſo lodged it. In the beginning of harveſt this 
ear, about the end of September and beginning of October, a conſiderable 
part was got in in ſafety, but rendered very light by lodging. The weather 
Ws good till the middle of October, but then the rains came hack again, 
and ſpoiled a great part of what remained in the field. Though ordi- 
arily earlier than our neighbours, the victual was not fully ſecured in 
tits pariſh when December was come, The ſame was the caſe « over all 
this Barter of the country, | 


- : do mp Hay. 


run under it. The banks of the river, above and beloz 
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nouſie; and Captain Hay of Mountblairy. Only Lor 
Banff, who'is patron, and Colonel Duff, refide in it. C 
Tonet Duff's gies of Carnouſie is a late * purchaſe fro 


Lord Banff 's houſe is called Porter and ſtands on th 
_ banks of the river Diveron, on the E. fide of the pariſh 
a moſt beautiful fituation. Here the river takes a fin 
circular ſweep inwards, cloſe upon the houſe ; fo as, ſtand 
ing within, and looking out at the windows, to ſeem t 


are covered with a variety of fine old wood, of a larg 
* conſiſting of aſhes, elms, planes, limes, larixes, an 
beeches. The ground rifes gradually from the river fide 
and forms a concentric circular hill in the front of th 
| houſe. The top of the hill is planted, which ſhuts the field 
and houſes below finely in, and ſcreens them from th 
winds and ſtorms. In the centre, on the ſide of the hil 
lies the mains of Forglen. The fields are divided wit 
ditches and hedges, and ſurrounded with belts of plantatio 
in a thriving ſtate. Without theſe fields, on the N. an 
S., are accommodated, with neat houſes and convenie 
crofts, all his Lordſhip's people; grieve, gardener, ant 
farm ſervants, wright and ſmith, and labourers, with thei 
families. Theſe perform his Lordſhip's work, and bar 
their reward, without burdening the tenants at all.— Ther 
are 500 or 600 acres, or upwards, of plantation upon th 
eſta ate, moſtly executed by the late Lord Banff, to whicl 
conſiderable additions have been made by the preſen 
Lord; all in a thriving condition. His Lordſhip has dont 
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much of late to beautify. his ſeat. The workmen well Ri: 

forry to put the firſt hand to change ſome of the improve lmo 
ments of his father, which they thought well enough, ane 

to undo their own x workmanſhip 3 ; but the execution plea » 1 

& time ti 

ume t 


them, 
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[their eye * much, that they davis their pe 
ſhey found this was the order of Providence. While 
hey were executing theſe improvements, they were earn- 


ig their own and their families bread by them. Sorry, 
brry were their hearts when his Lordſhip was called a- 
ny to the wars. Earneſt 1 is their mm for Ours that 


ke may return to them again. 
On the front of the houſe, over the: ney; is a coat of 


ums, and above it this ſentence: Houp of reward caufis 


nd ſervice. Underneath, there is this inſcription : “ Do 
veil, and doubt nocht, althoch Thou be ſpyit. ne is 
til guid vorth that is nocht invyit. Tak thou no Tent 


gqrhat everi man tellis. Gyve you wald leive on demit, 
Gang qvhair na man dwellis.” The date below, or age 


0 the houſe, or year of building, is 1578. 
Colonel Duff's houſe, Carnoufre, ſtands upon a riſing 
ground, about an Engliſh mile and a half W. from the 


church, not very diſtant from the river, but not in fight. 


of it. There are ſeveral conſiderable plantations upon this 
late, and a good deal of natural wood by the river fide. 
The Colonel is preſently encloſing his mains. 'There are 
10 good quarries in the pariſh ; they are obliged then to 
ule ſuch ſurface ſtones as they can find; and yet with 


lieſe, they make the moſt beautiful work of dry ſtone 


ſence I ever ſaw. The ſtones are all courſed; and the 
maſons ſay, they make as much work that way as the 
other, when their hand is in uſe ; but it requires to be 
bred to it, as  drdinary workmen cannot do it. 


River 8 river abounds wh trout, eel, and 
kalmon ; and both heritors have fiſhings on it. Lord 
| Banff 

7 They began to remember, that there was a time to plant, and a 


time to pluck up that which was planted ; a time to break down, and a 


lime to build up; a time to caſt away ſtones, aud a time to gather 
liem, | 


— — 
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Banff has aboat 32 Engliſh miles of the river, and Colond 
Duff only one. The fiſh, however, are ſmall, and the fiſh 
ings inconſiderable. It is only when there happens 
high water on Sunday, when the cruives are open, tha 
there is a chance of a run. At other times, the fiſhing 
below are plied ſo cloſe, that few can eſcape. 
There are three mills in the pariſh : Mill of Ribra 
Lord Banff's; and Mill of Burn-end and Mill of Car 
: nouſie, Colonel Duff's. 
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85 Rent, Stipend, and Accommodations. The valued rent o 
the pariſh is about 1700l. Scotch. — The ſtipend is 4 
bolls of meal and 6 bolls of bear, and 4 51. Sterling ! 


money, beſides 21. 10s. for communion elements.—The 
manſe was built in 1683. The preſent incumbent ha 


Femal 
Ham! 


Child: 


| had his barn, kiln, ſtable, and byre renewed ; and i; Per 
getting the wings of the manſe repaired, with the addi 
tion of a kitchen and childrens room in one of them, thai 
There 


| houſe being ſmall. —The glebe is good land, but is only: 
few falls more than legal meaſure. For paſture, the mi 
niſter has a den adjoining to the glebe, and a ſmall fiele 
on the banks of Diveron, annexed in 1751, by decreet of 
the preſbytery, to make the paſture ſufficient, He has 
_ preſently no accommodation of moſs ; the moſs on which 
he had a locality being exhauſted, and no new one yet 
ſettled for him. There is indeed but little moſs in the 
pariſh. 7 e 
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Population. — According to Dr. Webſter's report, the 
population in 1755 was 607. The lift of pariſhioners 
varies from accidental cauſes, by the reſidence or non— 
reſidence of the heritors and their families. The popula- 
tion has increaſed of late, by the diviſion of ſome tacks 


and ſubſets on a large farm. In 1782, the number of 
- „ ſouls 


Vol. 


Boat 
manu 
ul (or 


in t. 


þ was $77. The liſt at this time was exiily taken. 


w not, but find it ſet down at 544. This being a 


till 1788, when I find 6133 and ſince that time, it 


erent years 18, 4 * = * 5 596 


fy of which number there are males bg 282 
8 Females, 0. - DT ou: 314 
* laminable, Ws - „„ Di. 
W Children about 8 years, and under, . 
Average of marriages, - - 8 - 
Baptiſms, 11 11 
Burials, . =» 12 


There are but few iiadefonch 1 nechenicks 4 in the 


meymen and apprentices; 3 wheelwrights ; 10 wea⸗ 
$3 4 ſhoemakers; 2 ſmiths; 1 tailor; and 2 good old 


had iers, diſcharged and ſuperannuated, enjoying each his 
ich on, ſober and induſtrious, and of courſe thriving, 


Ide one. There is 1 boat within the pariſh, the boat of 
uriſh, belonging to Lord Banff; and another, the boat 
Aſhoyle, belonging to Mr. Leſlie of Donlugaſs, and 
ids upon it a little below the houſe of Forglen *. 


boat of Muiriſh is the only publick houſe in the pariſh. T here is 
manufactory. of any kind. There are two or three merchants who 
al ome ſmall articles, and ſome of them give out lint to ſpin, and 
in the yarn for manufacturers in Banff and Huntly. 


/ Forglen = 
other the following year's lift was equally exact, I 


x of particular ſcarcity of meal; perhaps the difference 
zz is to. be accoun ted for by fewer ſervants being en- 
ed by the ſmaller tenants and tradeſmen, and by al- 

ing their own children to go forth to ſervice. The 
following it is up again at 573, and continues about 


been about 600. The medium of fouls then of theſe 


th, There are 5 ſquare wrights, with about as many 


lere is a ſmith, an elder of the church, and a miller fit 
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Fund. of the Poor. Though the funded nary: 
not amount to a large ſum, only 651. Sterling, yet 
| poor in this parith are as well fupphed as in moſt o 
pariſhes, owing to the liberality of the people themſel 
and the diſtinguiſhed charity of the heritors. The 
glen family being reſident, and giving regular attendat 
upon the ordinances, have afforded a continual ſupply 
the poor and the fick. And Colonel Duff, when abr 
in India, appointed a very handſome fum, in place of $ 
day collection. The intereſt of 651., then in Lord Ba 
and Captain Hay's hands, at 5 per cent., with the ot 
nary and facramental collections, and produce of md 
cloth, goes to the ſupply of the poor. A meeting is h 
at the manſe annually, of the beritors, miniſter, and 
ders, in the end of the year, to conſider the ſtate of 
poor, and appoint ſupplies for them. Blankets, clo 
ſhoes, and other neceſſaries, are purchaſed for them, 
they need. A ſupply of meal is appointed for the ye 
and diſtributed in equal proportions of their quant 
monthly. One of the elders, in the centre of the par 
takes charge of the diſtribution. By this means, the p 
are kept from wandering, there not being one belong 
to the pariſh that goes out of it. In times of ſcarcity, 1 
on application of the ſeſſion, the heritors generouſly 
forded the meal at the eaſy rate of 108. the boll, 0 


and above their other charities. At other times, 2 me 


bers of the ſeſſion, Peter Mearſon in Eaſtſide, and 
liam Robertſon in Mill of Ribra, reſpectable men, : 
men of ſubſtance, furniſhed it, and afforded it alſo 


ealy rates. This was a great ſaving to the fund. Ke 


ing the poor thus comfortable within their own hou 
would be one happy mean to leſſen iniquity, by preie 


ing vagrants, thieves, and pickpockets, from going 2 


une 


unſelf 
le has 
| put 
be her 
le req 


r ſha 


pretence of begging, and fave many hos an un- 
gly end. No one would grudge the real indigent their 
al but ſo many impoſitions and | thefts are intole- 
in a land that has any regulation. In 1783, this 
ih received 134 bolls of the government meal. 


ation in behalf of the miniſter, of 10 l. Sterling, which 
in his hands, free of intereſt, and is transferred to the 
ceſſor at entry. This is ſaid to be made by one of the 
ls of Buchan, who had property in this, pariſn, in teſ- 
nony of the miniſter's hoſpitality, which had much 
aſed him, upon honouring him with a viſit. 


nd Mr. George Bruce, miniſter of Dunbar, has, within 
eſe two years, mortified 1001. Sterling in behalf of the 
wolmaſter, through an attachment to the pariſh, he 
ſelf having taught the ſchool here in his younger days. 
e has required the ſchoolmaſter to be eſtabliſhed, and to 
put in poſſeſſion of at leaſt 100 merks of ſalary ; and 


7 ſhall read portions of ſcripture to the congregation, 
ktwixt the ſecond and third bells. In caſe of neglect, 
te mortification to be transferred to Rothiemay, Mr. 


cellors, are appointed truſtees for the management. 


nlerted in their records. 
7 1 2 Lord 
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Iortification in favour of the Minifter.—There is a mor- 


Mortification in favour of the Schoolmaſter.— The Reve- 


Ic heritors, to concur with him, have made it 200 merks. 
e requires, as a condition of tenure, that the ſchooknaſ- 


puce's native pariſh. Lord Banff, as patron, and Colonel 
buff, as next greateſt heritor, and the miniſter, and their 


nd the reverend preſbytery of Turriff are requeſted by 
lie donor to inſpect the application, with power to queſ- 
on any abuſe; and a copy of che deed of mortification i 13 
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Lord Banff and Colonel Duff have taken the 1 00l 80 
ling betwixt them, gol. each, and bound themſelves 
pay the intereſt annually to the ſchoolmaſter, Mr. Me 
ſon, and his ſucceſſors in office, at the rate of 5 per ce 
Mr. Bruce has become a rich man. How honour: 
to himſelf is ſuch teſtimony of his gratitude to God, 
_ hath biefſed him with proſperity How beneficial to 
ciety is ſuch benevolence ! There is no claſs of men me 

uſeful than ſchoolmaſters, when attentive to their du 
and few worſe provided. Their ſalaries are fmall, th 
perquiſites i in ſmall pariſhes, inconſiderable, and their p 
ments, by the poor, not very punctual. The ſchoolma 
here, however; from having one of the ſmalleſt, will nd 
have as good a fixed income as moſt of his e 
the country ſchools, 5 


M orti ification i in behalf of the Poor. —George Gerard, Fi 
of Midſtrath, late factor to Lord Banff, through attac 
ment to the pariſh, in which he has long reſided, at 
from pious motives, preſently pays the ſchool fees throug 
out the year of four of the preſent ſcholars; to enab 
them to read the Bible, and to write their name; and! 
tends mortifying a ſum ſulficient to make che payme 


| perpetual. 


Charafter and Milo of the People. —The 3 
cepting two or three of the Scottiſh Epiſcopal congreg 


tion at Turriff, are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church. The! 
is no Catholick nor Seceder in the pariſh. They are 0 
ber and induſtrious, and diſcreet in their behaviour; u 


ſpectful to their maſters and ſuperiors, and kind to the 


miniſter; and give regular attendance to the ordinance 
eee ee eee | | a 


Of Forglen. © gar 


che fuperftition. of former times is now much worn 
out *. how 1 
This pariſh, from its gtustion, 18 dry, and the air pure 
nd healthy. There are no epidemic diſeaſes; fevers oc- | 
caſionally, but not ſo mortal as in other corners. They 

now ſee by experience the advantage of medical ſkill, and | 
more readily apply to the doctor than formerly in time of 
need; and many are now reconciled to inoculation for 
the ſmall pox. They find it as good to let the doctor 
prepare them, and do i it, as to let the children inoculate 
themſelves at random. They live to a good old age. A 
good many are on the borders of fourſcore, healthy and 


* 3 and ſeverals of 288 have paſt 90. 


Def Tbert is a great change as to this article of late. 
Hats are as common as bonnets now ; and the bar plaid is 
changed for a ſcarlet one. On Sundays, there is no diſ- 
tinguiſhing the country clown from the town beau; the 
farmer's goadman from the merchant's clerk; and the 
laſſes have their ribbands and muſlins to match them. 
There is a great odds in their ling too; they are more 
ſocial 


* There remains, however, Rill : a little. Some charms. are ſecretly 
uſed to prevent evil; and ſome omens looked to by the older people. 
There are happy 4 unhappy days for beginning any undertaking. 
Thus, few would chooſe to be married here on Friday, though it is the 
ordinary day in other quarters of the church. There are alſo happy and 
unhappy feet. Thus, they with hridegrooms and brides a happy foot; 


and to prevent any bad effect, they ſalute thoſe they meet on the road. 


with a kiſs It is hard, however, if any misfortune happens when you 
are paſſing, that you ſhould be blamed, when neither you nor your feet 
ever thought of the matter. The tongue too muſt be guarded, even 
when it commends; it had more need, one would think, when it diſ- 
fommends. Thus, to prevent what is called foreſpeaking, they ſay of 2 
perſon, God ſave them ; of a beaſt, Luck fair it. | 


27 


$43 „ Statiſtical Acevunt | 8 


4 ſocial in the way of viſting; ; and fleſh i is more frequent 

_ uſed by all *. 
How agreeable is it to 10 people cas * wre. 
ing. There is one drawback, however, upon them. Price 
of labour, and tradeſmen's rates, are rather too much raiſ. 
ed againſt the rr man, and moſt of all among the 
n r, 


8 10 

2 1 of FER —The price of labour is much aug. M 
mented of late. A farmer's ſervant, though but an ordi. Gries, 
nary one, draws 71., and ſome 81., inſtead of 51., a few nd 
years back. Womens wages were long ſtationary at 21,, Nast 
but are now up to 21. 10s. F Day-labourers receive from neig 


| Gd. to 8d. a-day, and victuals. Harveſt wages are very MW cal 
high: women 11. Sterling, and men 11. 10s., and above. 
In hurried times, ſome have had the conſcience to alk ky 

21. 4. | 


Re FE gler 
PIR: of Proviſions. — Butcher meat is raiſed, in the 2 
9 


ſpace of a few years, from 24d. to 31d. and 4d. the Ib.; WM © 
butter from 6d. to 8d. the Ib. ; cheeſe from 38. 4d. to 


48. 


* The farmer is deſigned by the name of his farm, as the maſter is 
dy his. eſtate, The goodwife is miſtreſs; and yet the huſband modeſily | thi 


declines the compliment. When you aſk for the good wife, by the name W1 

of miſtreſs, his return is, I thank you, my wife is well. bu 
+ Not, however, in proportion to the men. The men can more eaſily 

: 8 a GEE po 
remove to a diſtance: and with them indeed now, all is a a mercantile or 


rouping ſpirit ; the higheſt bidder, though a ſtranger, is preferred to a 

good old maſter, who would willingly retain his ſervant. But there is 
now little gratitude, or attachment with theſe perſons, and no room leſt 
for their coach generoſity and compaſſion, in caſe of fickneſs or ſettle- 
ment. 

4 For "FEY one would almoſt wiſh a ſcarcity to follow, that they 
might the ſooner eat up their notes Is it any wonder, when the farmer 
gets ſuch in his power, that he ſhould take his price for his meal? 


0% F. orglen. 10 1 oY 


68. 6d. the tone; and fowls from 6d. 20-84; and 9d. —. 
The moſt reaſonable article of all our proviſions i is ſalmon, 
-ich we have in the ſeaſon, if the fiſhing is tolerable, at. 
ce d., and ſometimes even ſo low as 14d. the Ib, when 
there is a good run. Eggs are ſcarcely to be had: they 
he ne carried off to the Banff market, where they get 3 d-, 
Wal, 5d, and 6d. in times of ſcaroity, _— dozen. 5 


8⁵ Mi ken Obſervations —There are no natural cu- ĩo- 

li. fties. Two ſmall wells, one in the wood of Carnouſie, 
and another on the N. fide of the moſs of Whitefield, call- 
L, Ned the Red-gill Well, are medicinal, and uſed by the 
neighbours. The one by the moſs is a pretty ftrong 

I chalybeate, iron mineral; if a little attention was paid to 


© Wit it might be of uſe to the neighbourhood : the water is 
* dd to be as ſtrong as ſome of thoſe reſorted to. There 

s a Druidical temple in the heart of the woods of For- 
MW glen, but ſhut up thereby from view, till the wood grows 
10 


up, and becomes penetrable. The tenants are in danger 
of lofing their beaſts in them ſometimes. And the deer, 
as either chaſed from the herd in the Highland foreſts, or 


" pinched with hunger in ſevere winters, come ſome of I 
15 them down as far as this, and are ſeen to paſture with 1 

ly me cattle on the fide of the woods. Theſe woods abound il 
6 with foxes for ſport, for the ſupply of the Turriff hunts; ji 
: but they frequently make fad ee among the | i | 
4 poultry around. i 
a A loch, called the Earl's Loch, on the farm of Scotf- | alk 
is town, was probably named after one of the Earls of Bu- W 
8 | chan i 
2 * The fiſhers wives and daughters were in uſe formerly to ſupply us i 
, with fiſh, and the farmers gave them a very adequate barter of meal for I 

g them; but now they are up at ſuch rates, that meal, in compariſon, is . 

of no value, and will not purchaſe them. From 6 d. and 8 d. they 


are now up to 18. and Is. 6d. at times the dozen. Our own fiſh are 
cheaper. 
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| chan, whe were progriefors here : it is now w moſtly drain! 
ed up. There is a know, called the Rounie Lago, where 
formerly markets were held, on the fide of the wood of 


5 Forglen, a little N. of the church; but none art held now. 


The privilege was probably transferred to Turriff, where 
are now the beſt cattle markets in the country. 
The cattle on the water fide, by richneſs of the paſture, 
are of a large ſize; one tenant in Eaſtſide, had a plough 
of 8 oxen, which would, in moſt ſeaſons, have been good 
beef from the yoke, and would have weighed from 50 to 
70 ſtone, at an average; and if full fed, from 70 to go; 
and ſome ſeemed ſize enough to carry 100. Now how- 
ever, as more profitable, farmers change oftener, and dif- 
| Poſe of them when young. The fleeces of ſheep, I am 
informed, extend to 5 lb. Engliſh elt, They ſhear 
the lambs, weighing 42 ounces. 

We have marked weights for oats, at the medium of 14 
ftone; barley 18; but theſe are the loweſt mediums. 1 
am informed, there have been oats as high as 16, and 
have had from 19 to 20 ſtone of barley, at the end of the 
ſeed time, when the victual was clean and dry. This 
pariſh uſed formerly to be ſupplied with lime, manufac- 
| tured at Banff, at 9d. the boll, of 2 firlots ſlacked. They 
are now ſupplied with ſhells from Sunderland, at 38. the 

boll, of 4 firlots ; both from Banffshire, diſtant 10 Engliſh 
miles. 'This, when uſed as a manure, is laid on at the 


quantity of from 80 to 160 firlots the acre. Some part 


of it is brought from Streiſa, Edingight's land, in the pa- 
riſh of Grange; and a ſmall quantity is burnt in the pariſh, 
with peats. The ſtones are brought from Whitehills quarry, 
on Lord Findlater's eſtate, in the pariſh of Boyndie. But 
this is very expenſive now, and little uſed, by reaſon of 
the (carcity of peats. What is burnt with peats, muſt be 
maſhed 


ſo. 0 


ing the peats. Country people, however, know not yet 


find the coal does not anſwer ſo well on the hearth. They 
are at length beginning to get ſmall grates for their cham- 


to | 

0: gates for their kitchen fires alſo. The relieving of this 
) : 5 . 

. quarter of the kingdom from the tax upon coals, is cer- 


ma tainly a great benefit to the country at large, and a ſpe- 
cial bleſſing to the poor, of which the clergy know their 


* | | . 1 "I IF 

1 people to be very ſenſible: they feel the obligation; they 
teceivad the news with joy: and, if collected in a body, 

10 they would have been as forward to have borne publick 


7 WO tflftimony to the effectual endeavours of the Honourable | 


na ><cretary, Mr. Dundas, as any ſociety. They, indeed, 
ge Leſerve of their governors whatever can be done for them 


us br they are ſteady friends of Government. It does one's 


heart good to ſee their loyalty ; while the clergy, in every 
corner of the church, have manifeſted their ſentiments in 
be © {your of Government. The people here, of every de- 
o berption, are in uniſon with their teachers. There are 
e o murmurers here: No evil men ſeeking only rebellion. 


Family, and Friends,” are the toaſts in the leſſer, as well 
W in the greater circles. They pay the taxes without 


an addition, they do not grudge it. They bear the taxes, 


the fleets and armies, and fight the battles of their coun- 
Vol. XIV. 3 Z try. 
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maſhed down with the hammer to the ſize of an egg or 


Peat fuel is very expenſive, by reaſon of the waſte of 
time and labour in caſting, winning, and eſpecially carry- 


well how to make uſe of Mr. Dundas's bleſſing, as they 


her fires z and they will next ſee it convenient to have 


“The King and the Conſtitution,” or, “ The King, his 


murmuring ; and when a juſt and neceſſary war impoſes 


and they alſo go out readily, and in numbers, to ſupply 
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; try. And this pariſh has afforded its due : proportion at al 
times 2 


NUMBER 


* The gentlemen are all of the military profeſion. One of them, 
| Captain Hay, late of the Royals, has now indeed quitted the army, 
Colonel Duff of the Artillery, in the ſervice of the Honourable the Eaſt 
_ India Company, after long and honourable ſervice, and joining as a vo- 
Junteer in proſecuting the war againſt Tippoo, returned from India upon 
the peace, and is now enjoying the ofium cum dignitate. The Right 
Honourable Lord Banff, oldeſt Captain of the Innifkillings, is in the actual 
ſervice of his country, under his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York. 
With his Lordſhip are two young men from this pariſh ; and other two 
ſoldiers of the 53d, brothers, of the name of Gallant, who, both at the 
fiege of Valenciennes, and defence of New-Port, behaved moſt gallant- 
ly. —The abſurd ſyſtem of France is univerſally deteſted. The cruelties 
practiſed to ſupport it ſhock the ſentiments and feelings of all, and di. 
grace and degrade human nature to a level, indeed, with the moſt wild 
and ferocious beaſts of the brute creation. Say what the world will, the 
world, nor France neither, will never be governed by ſuch a ſyſtem. It 
has exhibited already, and will continually exhibit horrid ſcenes of but- 


chery. It lays the foundation of conſtant jealouſies, plots, and maſſacres. 


There is no proper ſubordination of the governed, nor no confidence in 
the rulers. Such a government then, they know muſt be feeble and 
fluctuating, and can have no permanency. It gives every man an op- 
He has only to ftir a little jea- 
louſy againſt him, as an enemy to the Convention to-day, and to-morrow 
he will be guillotined without mercy or mediation. | 1 


portunity to gratify his private revenge. 


Of Lali. 547 


NUMBER XXXIIL 


R 


PARISH OF LINLITH G OW *. 


ſooxry AND Parsprreny OF LixLITHGOW, Srxon o 
| LOTHIAN 4 AND TwEEDDALE;) 


vo- | | 'By the Reb. Mr. James Dos1s. 


ant- Situation, Origin of the + Nance, Kc. 


ak INLITHGOW lies 16 miles from Edinburgh, and 
gives its name to the weſtern diviſion of Lothian, 
i: af which it is the chief town. It ranks the fixth among 
ut- WM the Scotch boroughs, and belongs to the diſtrict in which 
res. WF Lanark, Selkirk, and Peebles, are included: it is alſo the 
ſeat of a preſbytery. Linlithgow 1 18 tought by antiquaries 


op- 3 . 2 | 0 
oY 
#2 3 Few pariſhes in Scotland 3 afford more ample and intereſting 


materials for a ſtatiſtical report, than that of Linlithgow. The author | 
of this, from recent admiſſion to his charge, and other circumſtances, 
has not been able to attain that degree of information which would 
qualify one to do juſtice to a ſubject ſo complicated and extenſive. As, 
lowever, the work, which has occupied many of his brethren, honour- 
idly for themſelves and uſe fully to the publick, now draws to a cloſe, 
be thinks himſelf bound, even under that diſadvantage, to ſtate ſome 
particulars, which may lead afterwards to a more full and accurate in- 
reſtigation. 
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to be ts fans with the Lindum mentioned by Ptolemy 
and the Romans are ſuppoſed to have had a military | 


tion on the ſpot, where the 3 be 8 afterwards 
rected 5 


Deſeription of the Town, &c,—The town conſiſts of o 
{treet, about three quarters of a mile in length, with f. 
veral lanes, and a range of gardens | on the N. and 8 
Oppoſite to the town-houſe is a vacant ſpace, whe 
the croſs formerly ſtood, and the principal well {i 
is. The ſtreet, towards the E., is broad and airy 3 
bout the middle, contracted and gloomy : as one goe 
weſtward, it again enlarges itfelf. Many of the houſe 
have, it muſt be owned, a mean aſpect, and exhibit ſtrik 
ing ſymptoms of decay. Several, however, have latel 
been rebuilt, and other operations. of a ſimilar kind ar 
now going forward; ſo that, in proceſs of time, the whole 
may be expected to aſſume a modern and more elegan 
appearance. Linlithgow abounds with excellent ſprings 

| T 


Ibis opinion is favoured by the natural advantages of the place 
_ eſpecially its plentiful ſupplies of water, and its vicinity to the frith ol 
Forth, from which ſtores of every kind could eafily be conveyed. As liz 
tignifies a loch, and that, on the ſide of which the town ſtands, forms 2 
ſtriking object, the reference of the firſt part of the name may be eaſiy 
diſcerned. The etymology of the latter is doubtful. 
traced to the Erſe language, in which gow expreſſes a dog, and lith a 
?evig ; and ſuppoſed to allude to a black bitch, which, according to tra- 
dition, was found faſtened to a tree in the ſmall iſland on the E. fide of 
the loch. This conjecture derives plauſibility from the well known f- 
gure on the town's ſeal, though no ſatisfactory account can be given 
how that animal came there, or ſhould be ſo far dignified as to form 2 
part of its armorial bearing. A pentieman of ingenuity and reſearch, 
has lately deduced the name of Linlithgow from the Saxon, in which 
lith ſignifies ſnug, cloſe, and gow, a vate or hollow. According to this 
interpretation, the name preciſely marks the place as ſituated on the lide 
of a lech, in a well focltercd vale. 


It has been chiefly! 
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fo that circumſtance, concurring with the elevated ſitua- 
ton of the grounds, which form two ridges on the N. and 
6. thus producing a current of freſh air in the direction 
of E. and W., may probably be aſcribed the good health 
which the inhabitants in general enjoy, and the longevity 
many of them are found to attain. This place is diſtin- 
wiſhed by a variety of objects, which cannot fail to im- 
preſs an attentive obſerver, and give him a ſtriking idea 
of its ancient grandeur. Among theſe, are chiefly to be 
remarked, the magnificent ruins of its palace; the vener- 
able fabrick deſtined for religious worſhip, and ſituated 
{ near the other, as to form almoſt a part of it; the 
grand terrace on which both are erected; the beautiful 
hke on the N., which covers an extent of 80 acres; the 
ofty trees, which ſeem coeval with the ſacred and royal 
les they adorn on the E.; and the beautiful plantations 
nterfperſed with paſture ground. Few places, indeed, 
would afford a finer ſubject for the pencil. Even the old 
houſes have their effect on a contemplative mind. As 
many of theſe, during the Royal reſidence at Linhthgow, 
belonged to perſons of the firſt rank, they mark the ſim- 
plicity of former times, contracted with the luxury of the 
preſent; and by their decayed condition, ſhow the natural 
tendency of all human things. 1 
The river Avon bly the pariſh on che W., and di- 
tides this county from that of Stirling. Its courſe muſt | 
haye altered near the bridge, as a houſe and field, now on 
the oppoſite fide, belong to the parith and ſhire of Lin- 
ithgow. The mean extent of the pariſh, from E. to W., 
s 5 miles; from N. to S. 3. It is ſuppoſed to contain 
7600 Scotch acres. The average rent of the whole pariſh 
may be eſtimated at 188. 4d. the acre. 


4 


8. part of the pa- 


Sail, Cultivation, and Produce. 
3 riſh 


ble greateſt proportion of theſe have a light free ſoil ; by 
3 towards the 8. and E., a pretty ſtrong clay. The pari 
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riſk is hilly, -and more fit for grazing than tillage; The 


ſoil there is generally wet-bottomed and ſtiff, and the har 
| veſt later. The N. W. and E. parts are moſtly arable 
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in general is well cultivated, and almoſt the whole of it 
encloſed and divided with ſtripes of plantation. Theſe 
improvements have been chiefly made within the laſt 30 
years. Several gentlemen in the pariſh have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the agricultural line. None laboured in this 
more aſliduouſly, or with greater ſucceſs, than the late 
Mr. Johnſton of Straiton. The effects of his attention 
are viſible, not only on his own eſtate, which now a- 

- mounts in value to about a ſeventh of the pariſh, but the 
property of another gentleman rented by him, and capable 
of being let again to great advantage. The roads through 
5 the pariſh, in all directions, are good; thus opening an 


extenſive communication, and condueing effectually to the 42 
publick benefit. The ground on the S. riſes gradually to 

a conſiderable height, and is diſtinguiſhed by three emi- 4 
nences. That on the W. is the higheſt, and bears the 40 


name of Cocklerue. It riſes 500 feet above the level of 
the ſea. The eminence on the E. is well known by the 
appellation of Binny-craig, and was, in times of ignorance, 
conſidered as a favourite haunt of Fairies. The high 
grounds, in the middle, take their name from the ſmall 
village of Riccarton, which lies at the foot of them. 
The rotation of crops varies according to the ſoil. On 
breaking up the lands, they generally take firſt oats, then 
a green crop, afterwards barley, and graſs ſucceeds. In 
the ſouthern parts of the pariſh, oais, peaſe, barley, and 
hay, are chieily the crops in ſucceſſion z though in ſome 
places they ſummer fallow for wheat. The lands there 
OY 
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e often allowed to run into natural graſs. The lower 
art of the pariſh is found to produce good crops of hay, 
d early and rich paſture, which are chiefly applied to 
bttening cattle for the Edinburgh and Glaſgow markets; 


bo ad cabbage have been introduced into the rotation of 
Tm ps with ſucceſs. They are generally employed in fat- 
wo zning bullocks for the markets above mentioned: ſome- 
on imes uſed alſo for feeding ſheep, and carried with that 


new into an adjacent field. Several acres, on the N. of 
the town, are let for this purpoſe, at 51. each. One 
armer, in the eaſtern extremity of the pariſh, fattens an- 
mally about *50 black cattle, and generally diſpoſes of 


it preſent 40 in the ſtall; and a third, 30. There are 
ſereral pretty large farms in the pariſh. One grazier rents 


cultivated, eſpecially in the neighbourhood of the town. 


5 raiſed. 


barley. There is an excellent ſeam of lime- ſtone in the 
pariſh, which is ſold at 18. 6d. the boll of Linlithgow 
barley meaſure, or 3d. the Wincheſter buſhel. There is 
good ſhell marl in the loch; and, ſome years ago, conſi- 
derable quantities were dragged from it ; but this is now 
given up, as marl is thought to have little effect on 


grounds that have been previouſly limed ; which is general- 
ly the caſe in this pariſh. —The inhabitants are chiefly ſup- | 


plied with milk and butter by people in the town, who keep 
from 


hat being found more profitable than rearing young ones. 8 
is moſt of the farmers keep only a few cows, the dairy 
cannot be reckoned a principal objeCt. Of late, turnips S 


hem early in the ſpring. Another, near the town, has 
ground to the extent of 7jool. a-year in this pariſh, and 
gol. more in two of the adjoining.—Potatoes are much 
Though there be a lint-mill in the pariſh, very little flax 


Lime is often applied to ſummer fallow for wheat and 
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from 1 to 3 cows. The number in all amounts w 109 
| Many of theſe have little paſture, and are fed with grain 
or boiled meat.—Stable dung is fold at 28. the doubl 


horſe cart; cow dung at 18. 6d. ;z and aſhes at 1 8. Shoe! 
From the number of breweries and diſtilleries, the con employ: 
ſumption of barley is very conſiderable 3 far n th movall 
W raiſed in the pariſh. were fc 

8 las no 

3 Trad: and Manufuftures—Though Linlithgow has not ſale, at 
chat appearance, a good deal of buſineſs is tranſacted i dhrita 
it.— The people in general are ſober and induſtrious, ply glace“ 
ing their occupations chiefly within doors, or on the fide ng 70 
of the loch. The manufacture of leather is the mot” the 
noble 


extenſive and advantageous carried on here. There are 
employed in it 17 tanners, 18 curners, and 13 tawers; 

amounting in all to 48. The annexed table, which is 
warranted as genuine, will give a juſter idea of this branch 
than any other deſcription. 
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Account of the Number of Hides 2 ne 4 ll 
F the and Skins Tanned and 
Tawed, in the Town of Linlithgoaw, for three years, pre= W 
ceding 5th Fuly 1793 „ diſtingu iſping the Number in each 
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The art of tanning is ſaid to have been imperfectly 
own here till ſome of Cromwel!'s ſoldiers both inſtruQt- 
ed others, and plied it themſelves. | 
Shoemaking forms a chief branch of the trade here * 
employs about 100 perſons; and the number of pairs made 
manually is computed at 24,000. Conſiderable quantities 
were formerly exported to America. Though the demand 
has now failed, the ſhoemakers have, in general, a ready 
ale, and at times, pretty large commiſſions. Some of the 
charitable foundations in Edinburgh ore ſupplied from this 
pace with ſhoes. They are now (December 1593) mak- 
ing 700 pairs, intended by the Earl of Hopetoun as a gift 
b the ſoldiers of his regiment. This benefaction is truly 
noble and judicious, ſerving to encourage trade, when 
ks briſk, and affording a freſh diſplay of amiable atten- 
ton to the inferior part of the community. Similar ex- 
ertions, by men of rank and opulence, would make the 
benefits of that inequality, without which ſociety cannot 
ſubſiſt, ſtill more ſenſibly felt, and tend more effectually 
than any other arguments, to explode e een and 
counteract the efforts of deſigning men. 
Wool is another ſtaple commodity here. Three perſons 
from this town go annually into Northumberland, and 
purchaſe a conſiderable quantity. Part of this is ſhort, 
and grows upon the Cheviot hills. This is either fold in 
imall quantities to ſuch as make cloth of it chiefly for 
their own uſe, or in packs to thoſe who retail it. But the 
greateſt part of the wool brought here is long, and fit for 
combing. This part of the proceſs was introduced by 
workmen from England; but all the pcople row employ- 


ed in it, amounting to 24, arc fixed inhabitants of the 


town. The quantity of wool brought to Linkthgow ig 


much the ſame as for many years paſt; for "Rue the 
Vo. XIV. 5 tale 


, 


0 $54 7 Stat tical Account 


ſale of the ſhort be diminiſhed, "IRON the country people 
having got more into the cuſtom of buying cloth, tha 
deficiency is ſupplied by an increaſed demand for thi 
combed ;z as manufacturers find it more for their intere 
to purchaſe this article, than order it as formerly fro 
Darlington and other towns in England. The manufac 
ture of wool can hardly be ſaid to be carried further i 
this place, though the water of the loch, from its peculia 
ſoftneſs, is well fitted for that, or any other in which ſoar 
is uſed. There is, however, 1 carpet-weaver, and 23 
| ſtocking frames. Of theſe, 10 are employed by a com 
pany at Glaſgow. One ſtocking-weaver has 6 Os con 
ſtantly at work, and produced laſt year 2220 pairs“. 
Two tambour factories were lately erected ve.” The 
one employs 36 girls, who are bound for three years, anc 
have 1s. 6d. a-week the firſt year, 28. the ſecond, and 
28. 6d. the third. At the other, 5o are engaged for the 
| fame time, who receive each 2d. more a-week. The 
companies at Glaſgow, for whom they are employed, al- 
low an annual ſum for inſtructing them in the principles 
of religion : with that view, attendance is given every 
Lord's day by two of the teachers i in town. Attention of 
this 


kind 
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bug 
ravit. 
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fly car 
1 
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* The trade in lint and linen yarn was once carried on here to a conſi- ¶ ente 
derable extent. Some perſons engaged in it acquired genteel fortunes. One the x 
verſed in that buſinrſs, ſtates the former exchange of money for theſe ar- 
| ticles from, broad at 10 ol. a- year. 'Fhere was at that time, alſo a great 
linen market here. The decline of this trade has been occaſioned chiefly | tes | 
by the introduction of cotton. The manufaQure-rs alſo of London aud | ſubn 
Mancheſter, who were often ſupplied from this place, now import theſe 
articles dir Aly from the continent. The manufacture of thread was | 
early introduce:! to this place, and carried on with ſucceſs; but the de- 8 
mend is now trifling, and the number of mills reduced to four, Beau hece 
_ tiful damaſk linen was alſo wrought here ſome years ago, but the loom: a 
are now applied to diaper. Six looms are employed i in the muflin branch: W ite, 
What they weave is ſent to Glaſgow. the t 


nor 


price 


o Linlubgow, _ 2 


nd! is the more laudable and requiſite, as the educa- 
in of the lower claſſes is unhappily neglected; and 
ugh other circumſtances may concur to increaſe the | 
nvity of the times, it certainly originates in the want 
{theſe early impreſſions of God and a future ſtate, which 
ly can effectually bind the conſcience, and regulate the 


} . 


Printfield. —In 1786, the calico-printing buſineſs was 
egun upon the river Avon, about a mile W. from the 

un, and carried on to a conſiderable extent, till towards 

he cloſe of the year 1792. The number of perſons then 

mployed in it was 200; but they are now rMuced one 

uf, The prefent director was formerly engaged in ſome 

ff the extenſive operations on the banks of the Leven, 
nd pleaſes himfelf with the idea of the ſpeedy revival of 
Wis and other branches of trade. 


2 The bleackfield, which bears the name of the town, | 
* bough now removed at a conſiderable diſtance from its 
= les alſo on the fide of the Avon. Part of the machinery, 10 


* mich is ſaid to be of a new and improved conſtruction, 

= s in the county of Stirling, ſeparated from the field only 
IT the river. Mr. Reed, the conductor of this work, in- 

"i- ented the watering machine, which is found ſo uſeful in 


One the weſt country; and aiſo contrived a new ſpecies of 
re | 5 | | | 
hs pump, leſs ſubject to friction than the common one. He 


ey Wits ſome other improvements in view, which he means to 


1d lubmit to the 1 
tlie ö 4 A — Near | 


de- * Small attempts in the cotton line were lately made, but without 
au- liccef, Some gentlemen from Glafyow, in ſummer 1792, had project. 
m: W* a great work of this kind, and found a ſtition, very ſit for the pur- 
h: ee, within half a mile of the town; but as they could not agree with 

the tenant abou? the value of his leaſe, the ſcheme was then dropped; 


nor have circumſtances ſince been fo ſavourable to commercial entex- 
pre, | | 
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jound 


Near he machinery employed for the Meachine, 4 is 
Aint mill, under the direction of the ſame perſon. The 
rough materials are brought chiefly from Graveſend, an 

when ground ſent partly to Glaſgow. Some of them arg 


exported to Ircland, and the reſt uſed as a ſupply for his Mil 
own pottery at Weſtpans in Eaſt Lothian. hoſe | 
Among the articles of trade here, ſnuff muſt not be the be 
omitted, as the perſons who manufacture it reſide in the ¶ Alexa 
town, though the mill they uſe be in the pariſh of Muir il th: 
avonſide. They ſtill carry on the buſineſs to a conſiderablie ¶ mai 
extent, though the demand is not ſo great as formerly. wer. 
| Lady 


; Breweries and Diſiilleries, — There are three breweries in tio: 
town, for porter, ale, and ſmall beer. The malt liquor grant 
produced here may vie with any in Scotland, and has afiff nd 
very extenſive circulation. The brewers are all reſtricted, nus 
to the borough mill, and complain of the heavy multures, ] 
Which is a fixteenth part.— There were lately four diſtil- P 
| leries in the pariſh. One very conſiderable, is removed Lin! 
to the next pariſh, on the E.; but ſome of the previous it c 
operations are ſtill carried on at Broad-law, in the S. of for 
this pariſh. Another, near the town, has been diſconti- tut 
nued this year, but will ſoon be reſumed. The quantity ! 
diſtilled here is very great. The manufacture at Bonny- op! 

ton employs 24 men all the year, 3 female labourers, and Ml crc 
3 female houſe ſervants. From 1 50 to 180 black cattle W Ge 


are jcd there annually : Of thele, generally 109 are at the 
tall at one time. 


Bakers There; are fey eral in Linlithgow, who not on- 
ly ſupply the inhabitants of it, but the country around. 


The bread is remarkable both for 1 its fine colour and deli- b. 
cate taſte. One baker ſends a quantity twice a-week to the MW * 
(Queensfterry, and other places in that direction. 


'Th 0 


18 


declined in all theſe reſpects. 


857 


The bakers are alſo reſtricted to the town's mill, and 
brmerly paid the one-and-twentieth part, but now com- 
pund for that en at * 6d. the boll. | 
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There « are four corn mills in | the pariſh, beſides. 
hoſe belonging to the burgh, which were lately built on 
he beſt conſtruction for manufacturing all ſorts of grain. 
Mexander II. had beſtowed the mills of Linlithgow, with 
all their pertinents, on the priory of Manuel, of which the 
remains are {till to be ſeen on the oppoſite fide of the 


ner. Theſe, in 1586, were granted to the town by 


lady Jane Livingſton, prioreſs of that convent, on con- 


lition of their paying annually 20 merks Scotch. That 
grant was renewed after the reformation by James VI., 
and other privileges conferred, by a charter of novoda-. | 
mus in 1 592- 


Particulars as to the Borough. —Though the time he 
Linithgow became a royal borough cannot be aſcertained, 
i certainly exiſted in that capacity as early as David I.; 
for during his reign, it was, by act of parliament, conſti- 


tuted one of the principal burghs of the kingdom“. 


Linlithgow was formerly a place of conſiderable trade, 
opulence, and ſplendour ; but, from the union of the 
crowns, eſpecially after tlie junction of the kingdoms, it, 
It once had an excluſive. 
1 right 


* The town was originally governed by two bailies, as appears ſrom he 
deed of ſubmiſſion to Edward J., in 1292; which contains the nam's of 
Jchn Rabuck and John de Mar, who are expreſsly deſigned, Bail vi 


bro de Linlyigeo. The number of bailies was afterwards increaſed 3 


but there was no provolt till 150, when James V. empowered them, by 


a charter under the great ſeal, to elect Propoſitum Burgi. Beſides the 
provoſt and four bailies, the council is now compoſed of a dean of guild, 
| 2 
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right of trade from the water of ben to the nou 0 
the Avon; and Blackneſs was ſpecially aſſigned as its port. 
Veſſels with foreign commodities frequently arrived there; 
and theſe again exported the productions of the town and 
country around. Warehouſes were erected at Blackneſs, 
ſome of which ſtill remain; and the officers of the re- 
venue had a ſtation there, Through the influence of the 
family of Hamilton, the cuſtomhouſe was, about the end 
of laſt century, transferred to Borrowſtounneſs. 3 
The town of Linlithgow ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the erec- 


tion of Queensferry into a burgh ; but the matter was at . 

5 laſt compromiſed on the following terms: That the latter Be 
ſhould pay the former the annual ſum of 10 merks Scotch; . ir 
That the freemen of this borough ſhould enjoy all the im- ay 
munities of Queensferry without reciprocation: That on r! 


the arrival of any foreign ſhip, before it was unloaded, the Fl 
magiſtrates there ſhould inform the dean of guild here; 
fo that within 24 hours, the burgeſſes might, if they pleaſ- 
ed, purchaſe half the cargo, timber only excepted. The 
annual acknowledgment of 10 merks is ſtill received; and 
| there 


a dender twelve merchant cenie and the PESO of the eight 
corporations. 85 N | 


Ihe Corporations are, Beſides the 8 there 
I. The ſmiths. | Aare ſ-ven Fraternities. 
2. The tailors. 1 The dyers. 
3 The baxters. 2 The gardeners, 
4 The cordiners. 3 The hecklers, > 
F. The weavers. | 4 The ſkinners, G 
6. The wrights. 5. The whipmen. 5 
7. The coopers, | 6. The woolcombers. 6. 
8. The fleſhers. 7. Th tanners. th 


Though the form of deding the 3 nel be requiſite, p 


the ſame perſons may be continued in office; and frequently are ſo for a 
ſucceſſion of years, 


ho nation made, according to the original contract. 


Scotch pints : That uſed with regard to wheat and peaſe, 


"Mi; limited to 21. After the Union, by order of Queen 
Anne, ſeveral Wincheſter buſhels of braſs were ſent to 
en | 


ee. Wremain in the town-houſe. That attempt failed, like o- 
ters fince made to introduce an equality of weights and 
Fe neaſures.— The town, by repeated grants, have a right of 
"'? Wiring cuſtom for all cattle that paſs the bridge, or any 
1 1 gart of the Avon. The eſtabliſhed rate for a ſcore of 
5 nlt is about 13d.; for a ſcore of ſwine not leſs than 48. 
n zd. The revenue of the town, which ariſes chiefly from 
e; EE 
tie mills and cuſtoms, amounts to about 400 l. a-year *. 
1 | 5 EE LEES Eggs 
he 6 GE 5 
1d »The magiſtrates and other members of the town council, with the 
re torporations and fraternities, make an annual proceſſion on horſeback, 


in the month of June. This is termed, X ding their marches. To ſtands 
ads, with the town arms painted on white ſilk, are born on that occa- 


to Linlithgow bridge, and afterwards to Blackneſs, where a cold collation 


b provided. They return in the ſame form; and, dividing themſelves 
N into different parties, paſs the evening in feſtivity and harmony. — The 


| ſeal of the town has on one fide the figure of Micharl, the arch-ngel, 
with wings expauded, treading on the belly of a ſerpent, and piercing 
its head with his ſpear. Around the figure of the bitch, ti ld to the tree 
on the Cro%-well, is the following inſcription 3 My iruit is fidelity to 
Cod and the King.” Several houſes in the town formerly belonged to 


the Knights of Jeruſalem, and paſſ d with their other tenements in 


Scotland, to the head of the ancient tamily of Sapdilands; who, upon 
the diſſulution of that order, exchanged his ſpiritual juriſdiction, as 
6 Prior, for the temporal 3 and emoluments of Lord St. John and 
Torphichen, 


0% Linlithgns. OS 5 59 | 
here are repeated inden in the Suit books of inti- 
Zy act of parliament, the Linlithgow frrlot is the fads 


ud for dry meaſure, as the Stirling jug is for liquid. The t 
frlot, by which oats and barley are meaſured, contains 31 


Iinlithggow to be diſtributed among the other boroughs. 
ks, however, they did not all apply, ſome of them till 


fon, by the treaſurer and deacon convener of the trades. They go fiſt. 
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04 ll elde is well ſupplied with the varia; 
articles in that line. The meat was formerly ranged « 
movable ſtalls, at the croſs ; but is now more convenien 
1y diſpoſed, in a place ſurrounded with high walls an 
defended from the injuries of the weather. 

The weekly market was anciently held on Sate b 
is now transferred to Friday. There are 6 fairs in. t 
year. The chief of theſe is St. Magdalene's, on the 2 
of Auguſt. The fairs here are not ſo much frequente 
as formerly. They were indeed once reſorted to fro 
all parts of Scotland, and continued for ſeveral days. 
| The rate of living is as high here as in the capital 
| The price of beef and mutton often riſes beyond it. Vet 
and pork may ſometimes be had cheaper than in tha 
n market. Pouliry of all kinds are not only dear, bu 
ſcarce. This ariſes in part from the increaſed demand o 
the neighbouring city; and ſtill more from the diminu 
tion of cottagers, who furniſhed plentiful ſupplies of that 
and many other articles connected with Louſe-kceping. 
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 Fifh.—The loch produces cels, pike, and perch, in thei 
reipective ſeaſons, though theſe are now. faid to have de- 
creaſed. Conſiderable quantities of ecls are collared here, 
and ſent in that ſtate not only to different parts of this 


me- 


kingdom, but as far as London. Trouts are alſo to be 
had in the river Avon. 


Minerale. —Coals are the cnly fuel uſed either in the 
town or country pariſh, They are chicfly brought from 
Borrowſtounneſs and Grange collieries, and the E. part of 
Stirlingſhire. 


| Canis, The ſuperiority of theſe houſes in Linlitbgow, one or tW9 
only excepted in the decd, was alterwards formally conveyed to the ma- 
gi trates and council, 


7 | mſtantly employed i in driving coals. The carts they uſe 
ie x of the ſingle kind chiefly. The price of this article | 


creaſe of the original charge, and partly from an addi- 
jomal demand for driving. The firſt has been raiſed 2d. 
Je load, the other from 28. 8d. to 3s. 5d- the ſingle cart. 
lat there are mines of coal in the pariſh, cannot be 


5 bubted. Some recollect theſe brought both from Bon- 
10 de and Bonnyton, on the N. E. of the town. The bo- 


pugh muir, the lands belonging to the kirk-ſeſſion and 
widry, are believed to contain coal; and as theſe places 
ke near the town, a ſupply from them would be of ſignal 


the burrowmuir, engaging, in the event of ſucceſs, to 
py 100l. annually, and furniſh the inhabitants of the 


mempt, either from want of {ki]! or perſeyerance, abili- 


quildry grounds would, in all probability, conduce both to 
the benefit of the adventurer and the good of the publick. 
There is alſo coal on Mr. Stewart of Binny's eſtate, which, 
with a mixture of the large kind, produced excellent tres, 
tough it has not been wrought for ſeveral years. The 
ime-ſtone, in the 8. of the pariſh, is well known, and 


quarries lie at a diſtance from the town, and are little uſed 
it preſent. 


aid, in former times, to have been a conſiderable ſource 
of wealth to the Haddington family, who were once pro- 
prietors of it. Silver taken from it was alſo coined here 
during the reſidence of the royal family, and ſome of the 

Vor. XIV. 4 B groat 


Of Linlithgow. 667 


eb, Sa of the inhabitants of the town are 


vs riſen conſiderably of late. This ariſes partly from. — 


urantage. Early in this century, one Peck took a leaſe © 


bwn with coal at 3d. the load. Though he failed in the 


tes and exertion employed there, or upon the ſeſſion and 


univerſally allowed to be good. Free-ſtone is ſcarce. The 


In the ſouthern extremity of the parith is a finer mine, 
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groat pieces are ſtill in the ropalitbrics of the curiou 


The place uſed for ſmelting the metal lies to the weſtwar drop 
of the town ; and, from the uſe to which i it was applieq bent 
ſtill bears the name of Silver Mill. That mine, with thi : 
track adjoining it, belongs now to the Earl of Hopetouif i dud 
Search has been repeatedly made, but the contents mufMn | 
either be exhauſted, or the right vein not ſtruck. Mlb: 
; EE Vet Ss on 
FT Heritors and Rent of Pariſh.—The number of heritors Mi 
58. There are 16 more who hold by burgage-tenur Neef 
paying ſtipend, but having no valuation. The valued rei io: 
of the pariſh is 12,5031. 148. 1d. Scotch. The real rei bee 


is about 70001. Sterling. One half of the pariſh, in poi 
of value, is poſſeſſed by the following heritors : Mr. John 
ſton of Straiton, Earl of Roſebery, Counteſs of Dalhouſi 
Earl of Hopetoun, Honourable and Reverend Mr. Hamil: 
ton of Riccarton. Few of the chief proprietors reſide H 
the pariſh. Of thoſe who do, Hamilton of Weſtport 1 * 
the moſt ancient. Johnſton of Straiton 1 n the firſt both 1 + 
valuation and real property. pro 


I — According to Dr. Webſter's report, th 
number of ſouls in 1755 was 3296. 


From the incumbent's ſurvey i in 1792-3, the number 


town Was, — — _ 2282 der 
In the country, 939 . 

8 8 die 

Total, — | Ti 2 22 I 

ma 


| Decreaſe ſince 17555 7 M 
5 | Benefit di 


The number of inhabitants in the country is conſiderably diminiſneſſi n. 
within the laſt 30 years. This may be attributed to the cauſe which ha 4 


produced ſimilar effects in many other parts of the kingdom, converti"h :, 
int in 
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xoportion of oats, and 341. 9s. in money. The: incum- 
ent cannot yet aſcertain its value; but his predeceſſor, 
man average of 13 years, in which the 1782 was in- 


ſhat might once be adequate, but the miniſter cannot 
ww be accommodated for double the ſum. As there 1s 
ritors | 
tenure 
ed re 
al re 


tom the town. Being ſmall, and not encloſed, it has 
en ulually let a at 61. a- year. The Crown is patron *. 
4 2. 7 | School, 


n pot 


. John 
Ihouſie 


into a fingle farm large trick formerly occupied by ei tenants, with 
mmerous families depending on them. Nor does this only affect parti- 


HamiMWulir ſpots, but it muſt be hurtful in general, both to population and 
fide if rorals, as the ſedentary employments and artificial intercourſe of a town 
port er certainly leſs favourable to health and virtue, than the Nearing 
To xerciſes and natural recreations of a country life. | 


proportion to the diminution of the country pariſh. 


| Is a5 follows : : | 
hy th of marriages, — 94 
Of births, 94. 
Of burials, 62. 


The number of marriages and births may be exactly alcertained, but 
leaths are not ſo regularly inſerted ; nor will even the account of mort- 


939 Mobs fix this, as ſome who die here are buried in other pariſhes, and 


—— MW ver ſa. 

3221 * Though there is only a proviſian eſtabliſhed by law for one les: I 
755 man, the cure was ſerved by two, from the 1700 till the tranſlation of 

Mr. Speirs to Burntiſland in 1743. For ſupporting a colleague, the ori- 

Bengel zinal incumbent agreed to advance annually 350 merks. The town 

25 bound themſelves at firſt to pay 55s merks, with 4ol. Scotch for houſe- 

2 mail, and raiſed that ſum afterwards to Sce merks., The truſtees for 

zhich ha 


the Widows Fund oppoſed the abolition of the ſecond charge; but the 


town was aſſoilzied by the Court of Seſſion, in an action brought at theit 
ance, 


\nvertin 
int 


Bengfce,—This conſiſts of meal and hacks; with a ſmall % 


duded, rated it at 120l. There is at preſent no manſe, but . 
in lieu of one, the town allow annually 100 merks Scotch. 


w allowance for communion elements, that expenſe is 
leſrayed by a collection. The glebe lies about half a mile 


The number of inhabitants in the town has increaſed, though not in 


The average of births, marriages, and burials, for 10 years proceings 
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| $4h%), &c. From its natural heatthineſs, as well M fobcr 
the eaſy acceſs in all directions, Linlithgow is peculiar able 
fitted for a place of education. Matty of both ſexes haf and 
been trained here. That fewer now refort to it, may b plore 
accounted for from the varicty. of new erections in th publ. 
line, and the ever-changing humGur of the publick, with 

out affecting in any degree the abilities and attention « P 


the teachers. The rector has a flary of 400 merks, al artic 
ſo a houſe and garden. The perſon who teaches Engli ings 
writing, &c. has about 141. yearly. That, as well as t wel 
other ſalary, is entirely paid by the town. The low: pea! 


8 of the ſchoolmaſter's houſe is employed for teachin it { 
in. The houſe was lately repaired at a conſiderable e, has 
: . Several boarders might be accommodated thereM phi 
and 1 in other e of the town. 


Poor, and Funds Tre their Relief. — The number of pool Sce 
in this pariſh, eſpecially the town, is very great. Ih for 
penſion lift contains at preſent between 80 and 90. N no 
above a third are natives, or even Jong reſident. SeveraM tar 
from the Highlands have eſtabliſhed themſelves here, and pe 
many from other pariſhes imperceptibly crept in, induce 


ca 
partly by the low rents, and partly by the proſpect ol ag 
 tharing the charity funds, which are pretty conſiderable 
The magiſtrates and town council, ſome years ago, en- 

joined the proprietors of houſes not to admit any from 

other pariſhes, but ſuch as had a viſible mode of ſubſiſt f 
ence, and little proſpect of becoming burdenfome. Ti _ 
circumitance ought certainly to be attended to, as it i8 7 
improper to alienate to ſtrangers funds deſtined for the u 


neceſſitous, who have a natural intereſt in the pariſh. No! 
are the proper objects of charity thoſe who often ſtroll about 
from arte and waſte What is given th em; but ite 
1 | | ſober a 
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ſober and induſtrioubs, wh from unforeſeen and anden. 
able contingencies, feel the painful ſtruggle between want 
and the ſhame of diſcloſing it. Theſe ought to be ex- 
plored, and reheved by ſuch as ave the andre, aroenant ed 
publick f funds * 


Public Bali 7 in the Town, and Iten. belt 
articles may juſtly be connected, becauſe of theſe build- 
ings, the oldeſt are the moſt ſtriking. The palace is 
well known to all who have viſited Linlithgow, and ap- 
pears majeſtic even in ruins. As the eminence on which 
it ſtands advances almoſt into the middle of the loch, it 


has, when viewed from the N., the appearance of an am- 


phitheatre, with a deſcent on the three ſides, and terrace 
walks on the W. This was tormerly mentioned as a Ro- 


man ſtation. It is probable, that, as ſoon as the kings of 


Scotland fixed in the Low Country, they had a place here 
for reſorting to occaſionally. Its natural advantages could 
not fail to attract them, and the ſituation, at an equal diſ- 
tance, almoſt from Edinburgh and Stirling, rendered it 
peculiarly convenient. David I. granted the abbot and 
canons of Holyroodhouſe, emmes N arietinas ovinas et 
agninas de Linlythgu de mes domino ; but whether the laſt 


- phraſe 


* The kirk-ſeffion, in the beginning of this century, purchaſed 49 
acres of ground on the E. of the town, and draw from it 59 1. annually, 


They have alſo the intereſt of 2001., leat out for behoof of the poor. The 


weekly and facramental collections, the mortcloths, &c may produce 
70l. more. The guildry have alſo a conſiderable fund for the relief of 
their decaved members, and diftribute annually about 40 I. The ſeveral 
corporations and fraternities have a proviſion for the old and indigent, 


with whom they are reſpectively connected. There are alſo ſeven ſo- 


ciettes, on a more enlarged plan, which have the deſignation of Friendly, 
and allow a ſum weekly to the contributions, when reduced either by 
age or ſickneſs. 
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3566 Slatiſtical Acrount 
phraſe implies his having an habitation there, may admit 
a doubt. The ſame Prince granted “ Priori et Canonicis 
„ Santti Andrez in puram et perpetuam, Eleemoſynam 
« Feelefiam ſuam de Linlydgu.“ After the acceſſion of the 
5 Steuart family, it became a fixed royal reſidence. The 
queens of Scotland had it in ſeveral caſes as their jointure 
| houſe. James IV. was more attached to it than any of 
his other ſeats. The E. part of the palace, which has been 
peculiarly magnificent, was built by him. The remains 
of the grand gate are ſtill to be ſeen, though the entrance 
is filled up, and many of the ſurrounding ornaments de- 
faced. On the inſide of this gate was the famous ſtatue 
of Pope Julius II., with the triple crown; which, after it 
had long eſcaped, was, in the courſe of this century, de- 
- moliſhed by a ſmith of the town, in the ardour of his zeal. 
The palace 1s all of poliſhed ſtone, and covers about an 
acre of ground. James V. added the chapel and parlia- 
ment hall. James VI. completed the grand ſquare, by 
erecting the magnificent apartments on the N. Many of 
the windows, and ſome of the doors, have the initials of 
his name, with correſponding ornaments. . In the centre 
of the area, was a fine well, adorned with feveral ſtatues, 
and ſo conſtrued as to raiſe the water occaſionally to a 
great height. 
the buildings which ſurround it. The chief entry to the 
palace was from the E. The gardens lay on the ſame 
fide. It had alſo a grand porch on the S., built by James 
V. Ihis ſtill remains, and on it may he traced, though 
now indiſtinct, the royal arms, with the collars of the or- 
ders of St. Andrew, the garter, and St Michael. Though 
this building ſuffered from deſcrtion, it continued habit- 
able till 1745, when it was reduced to the condition in 
which it now appears. Part of the royal army had been 
accommodated 


This is now in the ſame ruinous ſtate with | 


* 


a Of Linlithgow: = 1 - 


RET ROT there. Some of the fires being neglected, 
had, before the diſcovery was made, communicated with 
the roof. This being of lead, poured itſelf down in all 


iretions, ſo as to preclude any attempts to fave it. The 


burning of the palace happened the ſame day that the 
church of St. Ninians was blown up. The exploſion of 


the latter was ſenſibly felt here, and gave riſe to various 


conjectures, till intelligence of the real eauſe was received. | 


The Duke of Hamilton is now honorary keeper of the ; 


palace. The emoluments connected with that office are 
enjoyed by an 8 gentleman of the 1 name of Carter. 


Church. —This building unites ds egance with ſirength, 


and may be regarded as a complete ſpecimen of Gothic 
architecture. Its length from E. to W. is 182 feet. The 
breadth, including the ailes, 100. The height about 90 
feet. The time of its erection cannot be aſcertained. It 


may probably be referred to David I., who diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf fo fignally by ſtructures of that kind. 


The ſteeple is adorned with an imperial crown, which 


has a fine effect from whatever point it is viewed. The 
out ſide of the church was adorned with ſeveral ſtatues, 
and the niches remain ; but, in the height of antipapal 
zeal, all the figures were demolithed, except that of Mi- 
chael, which eſcaped probably from its being placed higher 


than the reſt, rather than reſpect to him as the tutelary 


angel. That he was reputed ſo, appears from the ſtately 
church dedicated to him, from one of the wells, which 
bears his name, and the town arms, which exhibit him 


with this inſcription : Vis Michaelis collocet nos in cœlis. 
But whatever the people here might, in ignorant times, 


attribute to his influence, it may be preſumed they now 
build their hopes of admiſhon to heaven on a ſurer baſis. 


The 
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The roof of the change. is both lac and durable. It 
was erected by George Crichton, biſhop of Dunkeld, and 
| adorned with the arms of that ſee, and the initials of his 
own name. Some allege, this was impoſed on the biſhop 
as a penance; but it may be more honourably, and per- 
haps as juſtly accounted for, from his attachment to the 
place, in which he originally officiated as vicar, and where 
he often reſided from his connection with the court, as 
| keeper of the privy ſeal. 
12 ſtalls to be erected in this church, for himſelf and the 
knights of the Thiſtle, intending their banners to be hung 
uß there. But his ſudden death, after the battle of Sol- 
way, and the commotions which followed, prevented the 
execution of that, and many more important deſigns * 

The town-houſe was raiſed in 1668, under the direc- 
tion of Sir Robert Miln of Barnton, chicf manager of the 
burgh. 'The roof was origmally flat, and of lead, but has 
lately been exchanged for a more convenient floping one. 

The croſs-well was built in 1620, and is diſtinguiſhed 
by a variety of groteſque figures. It pours forth its ſtreams 
in ſo many directions, that a dozen 1 Pups might be 
ſupplied at the ſame time. 


Satire! Account 


The 


* The inſide of this church at preſent does by no means correſpond to 
The E. part might be converted into an ele- 
gant place of worthip, and would, it is believed, accommodate as many 
as the preſent. 


its outward appearance. 


That, or ſome improvements of a fimitar kind, wil}, it 
is hoped, be ſoon made. Appended to the church on the S. is the bury- 
ing-place of the Linkthgow family. The workmanſhip is elegant, and 
it does not hurt the ſymmetry of the original building. 

+ Beſides other accommodations, the town-houſe contains a large coun- 
cil- chamber, the ſheriff court- room, fitted up in a complete ſtyle, a ma- 
fon lodge, and the apartment deſtined for Dr. Henry's library. Afxed 
to this, on the back, is a new building, the lower part of which is de- 
ſigned for a corn market, and the upper for debtors, who have hithei:e 
had no other place but the common priſon. 


James V. ordered a throne and 
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The Carmelites, or White Friars, had a convent at Lins . 
ithgow, which ſtood on the 8. fide of the town. The 
mminence bears ſtill the name of the Friars Brae, and the 
xdjoining well bears a ſimilar deſignation. The applica- 
ton of their revenues cannot now be traced.— This eſta- 
bliſhment, in point of antiquity, was the third of the kind 
in Scotland. It was founded in 1 290 by the inhabitants 
of Linlithgow, and conſecrated to the Virgin Mary. 

There 1s ſaid alſo to have been a monaſtery of Thee 
nicans or Black Friars here. Some remains of a religious 
houſe, probably this, may ſtill be diſcerned in the E. part 
of the town. There was alſo a chapel, ſacred to St. Ni- 


nian, at the Weſt-port, though no traces of it now re- 


main. There was another erection of a ſimilar kind at. 
Faſt Binny, in the extremity of the pariſh 3 but no latis · 
atory account of it can now be had. FRE 

St. Magdalane's, on the E. of the town, was an Hopi 
tum, or place of entertainment for ſtrangers. It had ori- 
ginally belonged to a ſet of Lazarites ; but, on their ex- 
tinction or ſecularization, was applied to this purpoſe, ac- 


cording to the beneficial inſtitution of James I. The 


eminence, at the bottom of which this hoſpital ſtood, is 
ſtill deſigned Pilgrim-hill. 

There are two eminences on the W. of the town, on 
one of which courts of juſtice are ſaid to have been held 
in ancient times. The plain below had, probably from 
this circumſtance, the name of Deomſdale given, which it 
ſtill retains. 

To the W. of the town, near the 1 is a field an- 
ciently uſed for military exerciſes and amuſements. It 


has ſtill the name of Joi iting-haugh 


On the high hill formerly mentioned, the veſtiges of a 
military ſtation may be traced. There is alſo at the bot- 


: Vom the appearance of a ditch. On the ſummit i is a = Ret 
vity, which bears the name of Wallace's cradle, and is ſaid Envir 
to have been often reſorted to by that warrior. That hill the fu 
is commonly. called Cockterue. Some make its origin fight 
French, coci. le roi and ſuppoſe it alludes to the infidelity the E 
of one of the Scotch queens. Others trace it to the Erſe, Lerch 
Cahaitree, or, the Arise of kings. . ichge 
On an eminence, in the 8. E. of the a above Mie 
Ochiltree mill, traces ftill more diſtinct of a camp are to. 
be ſeen.—A tone tablet, of elegant ſculpture, was lately 
found in digging a grave within the church. One com- A) 
partment exhibits © our Saviour praying, while the three whic 
 feleft diſciples are faft aſleep. The other repreſents him I been 
ſaluted by Judas, and ſeized by the guard. He 1 at the he 
ſame time healing the ear of Malchus, while Peter is put- that 
ting his ſword in the ſheath. Though the ſtone be been my 
the * are not eſſentially injured. 


* Preſtytery Sal —This was lately diſcovered in an old 
Fepofitory. It is of braſs, and larger than a crown piece. 
Engraved round it is, Sigillum preſbeterii Linlichovs. In 
che centre are ſome decorations, the date 1583, and theſe 
words, Verbum autem Dei noftri ſtabit in æternum. Eſa. 
4... Ns FF. 


kee e Some years ago, ſeveral Roman coins were found ey 


in the Bbrrowmuir, amounting to about zoo *. 
h Remarkable tl 
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2 * They, had been depoſited in an earthen urn, which the plough broke, 
and were picked up in lumps, by ſome perſons who followed it to gather Ry 
ſtoönes. The town, as fuperior, claimed the treaſure. The pieces were M 
| not above the fize of a Gxpence, all- filter, and having different dates and 
_ maprefions. - They were c che collection of ſome virtuoſo, and 8 


veing involved in ruſt, would furniffi a feet morſel to antiquaries. Some F 
culn? 


0 Linlthgow. 


| Remarkable Bors that ee at Linkthgew py in its 
Environs,—When Edward I. came to affert his claim to 
he ſuperiority of Scotland, he lay with his vaſt army, the 
tight before the battle of Falkirk, on a track of ground to 
the E., which, though now encloſed, {till retains the name 
of the Burrowmuir. He marched next day through Lin- 


ichgow, and defeated the Scotch army under Wallace and 
we Sewart, Comyn and his e having W with- 


drawn themſelves. | 


to 

ely 5 EE : TY: 3 8 

m. Apparition to Some! IV.—The ſtory of this apparition, 
res Ml vhich is ſaid to have preceded the battle of Flodden, has 
IR been often recited 3 and St. Catharine's aile, on the 8. of 


the WI the church, is ſhown as the place. There is no doubt 
at Wl that, while the King attended the evening ſervice, one in. 
en, I n unuſual form and habit appeared, diſſuading him. from 


the enterpriſe, on which he was ſo ſtrongly bent. Thie 


probably was a ſtratagem deviſed by the queen, and car- 
red into effect by ſome of the courtiers, The cataſtrophe 
which followed, connected with the previous appearance, 
would, in a credulous age, naturally citabliſh the belief of 
ſe Wl + ſpecial ek from Heaven, 


tween the E-rls of Lennox and Arran, during the mino- 
ic WI "ity of James V. It began on the plain oppoſite to the 
Priory of Manuel; but the moſt bloody conflict was near 
„ che es The action proved fatal to Lennox, and his 


40 2 Es, remains 
2 coins were alſo found lately in an old houſe of the town, when the workmen 
1 were digging for ſand, about 500, of which 20 were gold, the reſt ſilver. 
id Many of them had impreſſions of the different James's, aud fome of Hens 


4 Ty IV. of England. Some of the gold coins were about the ſize of a guis 
nea, others the half, Theſe had their loſtre r huſk 5 ſilver 
ren were overgrown with ruſt. | 


— 


Battle near Lin! /ithgoww ee was fought be- 
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—_— Statiſtical Account 


remains were depoſited in the neighbourhood. Though «ter 
from the remoteneſs of the event, and the cultivation offi here 
the ground, the ſpot cannot now be exactly traced, it wa | may 
long diſtinguiſhed by one of thoſe memorials to which to v 
paſſengers often added a ſtone, called Lennox's cairn. zuth 
The unfortunate Mary was born in the pariſh of Lin ciou 
| Itthgow, about eight days before her father's death; buff guil 
removed a year after to Stirling, as thought a more ſecure of t. 
Nation in theſe turbulent times, fiſh. 
Linlithgow has been often remarked as the place here as h 
the Earl of Murray, the regent of Scotland, was ſhet by it u 
Hamilton of Bothwell-haugh. The particulars are fo well cipl 
known, that it would be needleſs to ſwell this account ther 
with a detail of them. It is ſufficient to obſerve, that the MW ſee 
projection of a balcony, the narrowneſs of that part of the MW 1 
ſtreet, and the regent's poſition on horſeback, were pecu- 
liarly favourable to the aſſaſſin's purpoſe. Having taken 
previous meaſures for eſcaping, and with a view to ob- 
ſtruct purſuit, he fled to France, and continued there“. 


Burning of Salem League and Covenant—This has been 
often 


* A ſingular inſtance of revenge occurred here in the beginning of 
laſt century. One Crawford, while at ſchool, had been {ripped of his 
coat by a perſon in the town, who found him treſpaſſing on his ground, 
Having gone abroad, and riſen in the army, he returned to Linlithgow 
many years after, and avenged the indignity, by ſtabbing the man who 
offered it on the very ſpot. Accounts vary with regard to ſome of the 
circumſtances that followed, though they all agree with regard to his 
being beheaded at the croſs. According to ſome, after lying concealed 
a night or two in the Burrowmuir, he was apprehended, convicted, and 
put to death Others ſay, that ſome years after, being oppreſſed with 
the weight of blood, he ſurrendered himſelf to juſtice, requeſting only 
10 be indulged as to the mode of execution. His tomb is ſtill to be ſeen 
en the 8. of the church; and though that be now defaced, is ſaid to 
have had engraved on it the figure of the inffirument by which he ſuf- 
fered, and which himſelf procured for the purpoſe, | 


Wo" Linlithgow. b 573 | 


often objected to Tintiitigone, and certainly. took place 
here in 1662, on the anniverſary of the Reſtoration. It 
may be conſidered rather as a wanton expreſhon of zeal, 
to which the many were impelled by a few, than an act 
zuthoriſed by the magiſtrates, or approved by the judi- 
cious part of the community. The perſons who diſtin- 
guiſned themſelves on this occaſion, were Mr. Mylne, one 
of the bailies, and Mr. Ramſay, then miniſter of the pa- 
iſh, The conduct of the latter is the more remarkable, 
as he had not only taken the covenant himſelf, but preſſed 
it upon others with extreme rigour. Changing his prin- 
ciples with the- times, he was firſt made Dean of Glaſgow, . 
then Biſhop of Dumblane, and afterwards Taleo. to the 
ſee of Roſs. 

The magiſtrates and council of Linlithgow gave a Tang : 
:cu-MF tuous entertainment to the Duke of York, when in Scot- 
ken MW hand, before his acceſhon to the throne. The town is 
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ob- faid to have long felt the preſſure of the debt incurred by l | 
5 that magnificent diſplay * | it 
Fe. . Miſcellaneous 1 

ten * Singular Perſons formerly connedted with the Pariſh.—Binnech. lt! 
During the ſtruggle between Edward I. and the Scotch patriots, the gar- if | 

g of riſon ſtationed here by that prince were diſpoſſeſſed of it by a curious Iii 
f his device of one Binnoch. He ſupplied the caſtle with hay, and being well | | | 


known, had free acceſs at all times. He propofed to Bruce to conceal 


und, ij 
you ſome men in his cart. Being introduced without ſuſpicion, and complete. l 
15 ly armed, they eaſily made themſelves maſters of it. This ſtory, which 1 


the generally believed, reminds one of the ſtratagem aſcribed to Ulyſſes in 
* the Trojan war. Binnoch was rewarded for this ſervice with ſome lands 
aled in the S. of the pariſh, which till bear that name, a little ſoftened. The 
Binnings of Wallyford were ſaid to be deſcended from him; and, in allu- 
vith hon to that tranſaction, had for their arms, a hay wain, with this motto, 
Firtute dologue. 


er- oor” ap” 
— n 


only | On 
ok Ninian Winzet. About the time of the Reformation, one of that name 
| to vas rector of this ſchool, and is ſaid to have been employed as preceptor 


ſuf. le ſome of the royal family during their rekdence here, He gubliſhed a 
ſet 


. 


bull. Account 


MM, 1 be une has been already obſerved 
: ih regard to this pariſh, that agriculture is in an advan 
ced ſtate. From the abilities and exertion of thoſe en 
gaged in that line, much may ſtill be expected. Thou 
the ground in the neighbourhood be not naturally fertile 
that defect is compenſated by art. The elegant houſe 
| juſt built by the Solicitor General, about half a mile W. 
from the town, the encloſures and plantations that gentle 
an 18 Wee on, and the improvements made by other 
| - Proprietors 
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bet of queſtions in oppoſition to the new doctrine, which was favourably 
received at court, and much eſteemed by thoſe of his perſuaſion. Being 
a great adept in theological controverſy, he was ſelected by the Scotch 
dlergy to defend the Catholick opinions, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſe. 
eral encounters with John Knox. Refuſing to acknowledge his errors 
| he was baniſhed, through the influence of the reforming party, and be. 
came afterwards abbot of the Scotch convent at Ratiſbon, where he pre- 
fided many years, 
| + Kirkawocd, rector of the ſchool here; diſtinguiſhed himſelf at a future 
* by his learning, and ſtill more by his long and obſtinate couflif 

with the magiſtrates and town council, whom he latiriſed under the de. 
fignation of the taventy-ſeven gods. | 

Stewart of Pordodan was a gentleman of property in this pariſh re· 
peatedly provoſt of the burgh, and repreſented it in the lai Scotch pat- 
liament. He was not only averſe to the Union, but joined in a ſolemn 
proteſt againſt that meaſure. Having made Preſbyterian TM ment the 
object of his peculiar attention, he wrote that well known book, in 
which the procedure in the ſeveral courts in this ws cos, 18 fo aun 
traced. | | 
Of the ſeveral perſons connected with this pariſh: « at a remote period, 
none is more frequently mentioned than Rob Gib, of facetious memory. 
He ated as buffoon to James V.; and being allowed, on a particular 
doccaſſon, to perſonate the ſovereign, gave a pointed reproof to the cout- 
tiers, who urged their reſpective claims to royal favour, that he had al- 
ways ſerved his maſter for fark love and kindneſs.” His Majeſty coc 
ferred on him the property - of Weſt Canibber in this pariſh, which was 
enjoyed by his deſondents even in the courſe of thid Oy: The ori- 
Zinal charter is (aid to be ſtill extant. 


7 


enrictors in that « quarter; have already enibellithed;'a 1 
mot fail t meliorate, a track of * the pariſh,” which be- 
: was comparatively in an uncultivated ſtate. 


fectious diſeaſes viſit it, which is rarely, the ſymptoms 


ave removed here at that time. Many people near four- 


. fore are to be ſeen daily i in the ſtreets. Two in the pa- 8 
orchMiith have paſſed their goth year: The one enjoys all her 


jects pretty ſound. A woman, near Canibber, above 


{mile to attend a diet of catechiſing. 


bs for ſome years been totally neglected. | 
The wages of maid ſervants are from 3l. to 41. 3 


„ Its 
par- Wind that of men ſervants from 71. to 81. 
lemn WF There are 2 inns at Lmlithgow, ariel with ſuitable 


rod entertainment. 


4 al- MWivly felt. They have a repoſitory capable of containing 
con- Woo bolls of meal. This they fill at a proper time; and 
{ application be made, the town advances for that pur- 
le 100l., without intereſt. Thus they have always a 


quantity 


bench is well known to be a healthy place; when 


re more favourable, and the effects leſs fatal, than in 
jſt other towns. During the plague in 1646, which 


made ſuch dreadful havock in the capital, the courts of 
uſtice were transferred to Linlithgow, and held in the 
ce. The profeſſors of the univerſity are faid alſo to 


kculties z the other is deaf and feeble, but in other re- 
. {till purſues her uſual occupations; and walked r 


There is a well at Canibber, of qualities Anillar to Mof- 
bit. It was formerly much reſorted to in the penny but 


xcommodations. There are alſo fome other houfes where 
nah erlons, to whom poſt horſes are not an Ie may find 


Beſides the funds which the corporations have for * 
por, with whom they are ſeverally connected, they have 
opted a general plan, of which the good effects axe ſen- 
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quantity to anſwer demands, are enabled to regulate tlie 
price of the markets, and prevent private. retailers fro 
taking an Improper * of circumſtances that may 
occur. 
Among the vſeful uti here,” Dr. Honey s !ib- 
rary juſtly deſerves to be named. That gentleman, well 
known to the world by his valuable hiſtory, having ex- 
perienced the ſweets of knowledge himſelf, benevolent! 
wiſhed others to ſhare them. With that view, he he- 
gqueathed his books, under certain regulations, to the ma- 
giſtrates and town council, and miniſters of the preſbytery 
of Linlithgow, as the foundation of a larger collection. 
It is to be hoped, they will ſhow themſelves worthy © 
the truſt, and promote a deſign of ſuch general utility. 5 
; | Beſides the Eſtabliſhed Church, there are two places of 
worſhip in the pariſh ; one for thoſe of the Burgher per- 
ſuaſion, which adjoins to the town, the other at Craig-| 
mailin, about 3 miles diſtant, to which the Antiburghers 
| reſort. The number of diſſenters in the pariſh is about ; 
430. That alienation of heart which diverſity of religious L 
opinions once produced in Scotland, ſeems now in a great 
meaſure baniſhed. ***V 
While our countrymen are thus imbibing more and. IP 
more of the ſpirit of love, may they ever retain that of a wriſl 
ſound mind, and exert themſelves in their reſpective line, He 
to ſupport that glorious conſtitution, which is found, from 
experience, to conduce ſo effectually to the benefit of the by Si 
individual, which is ſo admirably calculated to enfure, ui 
der God, the * proſperity of the empire ! "a 
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NUMBER XXXIV. 
PARISH OF LANGTON. 
| DALE, PRESBYTERY OF DUNE.) 


| By the Rev. Mr. Al Ex CN. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, Air. 


ANGTON is fituated in that diſtrict of Berwick- 
ſhire called the Merſe. Its name, perhaps, was 
ben from the long ſtraggling town of Langton, which 
extended from near the boundary towards Dunſe to with- 
Ina few paces of the houſe of Langton, and the preſent 
pariſh church. The town was of long ſtanding, and, 
ike other border towns, ſuffered at different times from 


he incurſions of the Engliſh, having been burnt in 1558, 


by Sir Henry Percy and Sir George Bowes; and at other 


imes pillaged by marauding parties from Berwick and the 


ther fide of the Tweed. Mr. Gavin, the late proprietor, 
inding a town ſo near his houſe a hinderance to his im- 
provements, offered to its inhabitants to feu, on eaſy terms, 
a pleaſant and healthful ſpot of ground about half a mile 


uſtant, His offer was accepted; and in a ſhort time, not 
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one ſtons was left upon another of the old t town of Lang 
ton. The new village is named Gavintown, in honour of it 
founder, and contains at preſent 159 perſons. The pari 
is in figure triangular, The mean length may be about 4 
miles, the mean breadth 23. It contains about 7200 Eng 
liſh acres. From the E. to the N. W. limit, the aſcen 
is gradual; from S. to N., the aſcent is the ſame as fu be] 
as the foot of the high grounds, known by the name oflangt 
| Langton Edge. On this edge, all the encloſed and cult erer 
vated part of the pariſh is preſented to the eye, as wellWiren! 
as the whole breadth of the Merſe, and of Northumber been 
land as far as Wooler. And here the refleCting traveller woop 
after recollecting with regret, how often the flat below hin hrra 
has been rendered, by direful war, a deſolate and enſanWe tl 


fer 
e in 
pn-bu 
"uw 
reſt 
The t. 


guined plain, is pleaſed with the variety and abundaneMWinge 
| ter \ 


with which peace and well directed induſtry, in moder 
times, have clothed it. The foil of the pariſh is variou; 
In the lower and cultivated part of it, the foil is generally 
a loam of a reddiſh colour, well adapted to turnip huf 
| bandry, and to the raifing of oats and barley, and ſown 
graſſes. There are ſome fields of a very deep and rich 
loam, which make good returns when ſown with wheat. 
All the fields are encloſed either with a ſtone fence, 0 
with a ditch or hawthorn hedge ; ; and here ſome of the 
hedges, with the hedge-row trees, are found to thrive 2 
well as in any part of the kingdom. The higher part of 
the pariſh, which conſiſts of 5 theep-farms, is covered with 
fine green paſture, and is 3 as dry and ſound 

ſhcep ground as is to be met with! in the S. of Scotland Pe. 


! 
The air, as we have no ſtanding water near us, and ae © 
placed in the upper part of the Merle, is reckoned 8 ** 
pure and heaithiul as in any quarter of the county. by 
to 


A gricultun 
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Agriculture, Cattle, Rent, 8c.—Little was done for 
e improvement of the land here before 1758. Lang- 
m- burn, a ſtrong and clear ſtream which runs through 


he pariſh from N. W. to E., had its banks planted with 
breſt trees to a conſiderable extent, about 80 years ago. 


Lang 
of it 
pari 
ut 4 
Eng 
aſcen 
1s fal: ſhelter and ornament to the houſe and encloſures of 
ne offilangton, as well as a beauty in the face of the country. 
cultiM6cveral fields too had been encloſed with fences of dif- 


; wellMicrent kinds a ſhort time after the Reſtoration, and had 
nber been for many years let from year to year for grails to 


eller wop horſes. The foldiers, who were accommodated in 
; hinfWiurracks on the eſtate, and in the town of Langton, ſpoke 
nſanWo the paſture as the beſt their horſes came to in the 
lane 
„der. 


ter which is to be had in plenty in every graſs field. In 


ious 1758, Mr. Gavin 5 purchaſed the eſtate, lying in the pa- 
rally hes of Langton, Dunſe, and Longformacus. From that 
huſM period till the time of his death in 1773, he was employ- 


ſownlſfl & in the improvement of it. The plans he laid down 
were judicious, and the proſecution of them unremitted. 
The grounds were cleared of furze, and broom, aud ſtones, 
and of every thing that could impede the operations of the 
pough. The rock marl, with which the eſtate abounds, aud 
lime from the Northumberland hills, at the diſtance of 16 


rich 
heat, 
„ 0 
the 
7e 25 


rt olf miles, were laid on as the ſoil required; the fields were di- 


with ded with 1kiil,, and encloſed in the moſt ſubitantial man- 
und ner. In a ſhort time, Langton aſſumed a moſt cultivated ap- 
aud. pearauce, rewarded the attention, and repaid the expenſe 


ate the proprietor had beſtowed upon it. The rent in 1558 


1 a Vas 1100l.; in 1773 it was let at upwards of 30ool. 


There are in the pariſh 30 ploughs, all of chem according 


ur % Mr. Small's conſtruction. The number of horſes is 
4D 2 about 


ſhe trees throve well, and have been long, and are {till 


kingdom, and were particularly pleaſed with the pure wa- 
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about 70, excluſive of young ones; the number of blach have 
cattle (December 1793) 380; a number leſs than uſualM food 


on account of the apprehended ſcarcity of fodder : Th 17: 
breed, a mixture of the Merſe and Lammermuir kinds Be 
The ſheep amount to upwards of 3500, and are of the Nor | 
thumberland, Tweeddale, and Lammermuir breeds.—The 
higheſt yearly rent for land within the pariſh, paid by ond 
farmer, is gool; the loweſt, 351. There are ſeveral ſmall 
poſſeſſions, which bring from 15 J. to 35 J. of rent; bu 1 
the tenants of them are employed chiefly in driving lime breit 
to the greater farmers, coals to tradeſmen and others who who 
have not horſes of their own, and ſtones and gravel to the] ers 


highways. All the encloſed grounds of the pariſh are let bac 
from 21. 28. to 158. the Enpliſh acre. The leaſes are pp. 
_ uſually for 19 years. The rent is all in money; no kain 
or ſervices are aſked by the proprietors. There are 2 com 
mills in the pariſh, to which the tenants are thirled; but 


this reſtriction has not, in my time, been conſidered 86% Urs 
any hardſhip. The valued rent of the pariſh in the ceſ- mY 
books is 30921. 14s. 2d. Scotch. The preſent rent is MW ©? 
nearly 26601. Sterling, of which 26001. belong to the the 
eſtate of Langton z the remainder to two gentlemen who 1 


hold of the proprietor of that eſtate. Of the three heri- 
tors, two reſide in the immediate neighbourhood, and the Ch 
principal heritor reſides in the pariſh occaſionally. 


Population, &c.— According to Dr. Webſter's report, MY **1 
the population in 1755 was 290. The number of ſouls in 
the pariſh, according to a correct liſt taken in the month 
of July 1793, is 435. Of theſe 211 are males, and 224 oe 
females. In the ſame month, there were 65 married WI % 


couples, 8 widowers, and 20 widows, All the widowers - 
0 have a 
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lac bare children, nl all the widows, except two. The ages 5 
{ual ood nearly as follows : 


Thil Under 10, 120 Between 50 and 60, 40 
nd Between 10 and 20, 1% S & 70, 22 
420 and 30, 668 o and 80, 7 
30 and 40, 1 8o and 90, 10 


ort, 
8 in 
nth 
224 
ried 
7ers 
AVEC 


49 and 50, 46 


The number of inhabited bones 18 87 2 « finds: are at 


preſent uninhabited. There are 12 farmers, beſides thoſe 
who occupy {mall poſſeſſions, 9 maſons, 7 houſe carpen- 


ters and plough-wrights, 8 weavers, 3 ſhoemakers, 2 
llackſmiths, 2 tailors, 2 thatchers, 1 cooper, 3 hedgers, 


wprentices included, and 4 day labourers. The reſt of 
the men are in general hinds, ploughmen, barnmen, and 
ſhepherds. The unmarried women, who are not hired 


from year to year, are employed in ſpinning to manufac- 
turers and others throughout the winter, and in the ſum- 
mer and harveſt are occupied in hoeing potatoes and tur- 
nips, hay-making, rcaping corn, &c. The great bulk of 


the people are hearers of the Eſtabliſned Church, but a 


conſiderable number are attached to the Relief, Burghers, 


Antiburghers, and Cameronians, and go to Dunle and 
Chirnfide to hear ſermon 4. 


* The regiſter of baptiſms, marriages, and hurials, has never been 
kept with any degree of exactneſs; and I wiſh not to have any thing in- 
ſerted in this account, for the truth of which I cannot anſwer. 


f A ſchoolmaſter, who officiated as precentor in the pariſh, about 30 
years ago, is ſaid to have been (very innocently, in my judgment) the 
occaſion of much ſeceſſion here. Anxious to improve the church pſalmo- 
dy, one Sunday afternoon, without conſulting the miniſter, he, with a 


few vocal friends who were acquainted with his. intention, made a trial 
of ſinging the pſalm without reading the line. This innovation ſo ſhocked 
many of the hearers, that they never afterwards could be reconciled te 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
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 Stipend, Church, School, Poor, &c.—The kipend i is zo 
bolls of oats, 32 bolls 2 firlots 2 pecks of barley, and 281, 
178. 8d. money. The corn glebe was formerly about ; 
acres of the beſt land in the pariſh, to which was added 

the paſturage of 2 horſes and 2 cows, ſummer and win- 


ter, over an extenſive range of rich graſs ; but, near 30 


years ago, the manſe being removed to the village of Ga- 


vintown, 10 acres of very indifferent outfheld land, lying | 


contiguous, and 41. 28. of money, were accepted in lieu 


of the old glebe and paſturage. The patronage belongs 


to the Counteſs of Breadalbane. The church was built in 


1736, and is at this time in a ruinous ſtate. The manſe, 
built in 1766, was, at that time, among the beſt, if not 
the very beſt manſe in the county. It is till in tolerable 


repair. The ſchoolmaſter has a ſmall houſe in Gavintown | 
to teach in. His ſalary is 100 merks, and 10s. of fee for | 
acting as precentor and ſeſſion-clerk. His ſcholars may | 
de reckoned, on an average, 20 in number, whom he in- 
ſtructs in reading, writing, and arithmetick. The eſta- | 


bliſned fees of the ſchoolmaſter are 18. 2d. a-quarter for 


reading and writing, and 28. 6d. a-quarter for arithmetick. | 
With this ſmall income, being himſelf a virtuous man, | 


and having an induſtrious wife, he has brought up a fa- 


mily, and been always reſpectable. The poor on the roll | 


are uſually 9; 2 or 3 more receive an occaſional ſupply. 
The yearly collection in the church amounts to about 51. 


the one half of which is reſerved for ſuch perſons as de- 


cline being put on the roll ; the other balf is added to the 


parochial aſſeſſment. The aſſeſſment, on an average of 5 | 
years, is 281. 148. ; the one half paid by the heritors, the | 
other half by the tenants. The poor have at all times 


been well ſatisſied with the proviſion made for them. 
When, on a particular occaſion, any thing extraordinary 


has | 
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hag been wanted for them, it muſt be told, to the honour 
of the proprietors of Langton, that the requeſt of me 
kirk-ſeſſion was never refuſed * 


e 00 the farm of Raecleugh-head in the pa- 
nſh, there have been, in ancient times, two military ſta- 
tions. The extent of both can be eafily aſcertained, as 
the ditches are diſcernible at a diſtance to this day. Theſe 
ſtations, it is thought, were occupied during the wars 
carried on between the two kingdoms. In the reiga of 
King William III., there was a conſiderable encampment 
of both horſe and foot on the farm of Langhope-birks. 
The troops, it is ſaid, were encamped there at the defire 
of Patrick Earl of Marchmont, a nobleman who vs ry de- 
ſery a e much of che confidence of his ſovoreign. 

The 


* Price of Proviſions and Muges —The price of proviſions in this pa- 
rſh, leſs than 30 years ago, did not ainount t one half of. the pic ont | 
cot. Our fleſh-market is in Dunſe, and, in that mark-t, the advance 
upon the different articles fold, has, within theſe few ycars, been very. 
great. Beef and mutton are from 3d. to 44d. pork from 3d. 0 4d., 
veal from 3d. to 5d. the lib. Amſterdam weight. Lamb 1s never below 
44.; hens are fold at tod. ai. each; eggs from 3d. to 7d. the do- 
zen, according to the demand fer them at Berwick for the London 
market; butter from 8 d. to 10. the lib. of 23 ounces. Binds, or 
farmers men ſervants, with families, hired by the year, have from 161“. 
to 18 J. of gains or wages; an unmarried man jervant, victualled in his 
malter's houſe, has from 61. to $1. a maid ſervaiit for boute-work has 
from 3 JI. to 31. 6s. vearly, hat Wher hired for out-work, ſuch as hoe. 
ing turnips and potatoes, milking ewes, &c. 41, and ſometimes more: 


1, 


labouring men have, by the day, irom 18. to 1s. 2d. in ſummer, and 
10 d. in winter: women employed by the day in hoeing turnips, hoeing 
and digging potatoes, have from 6 d. to 8 d.: in harveſt the men have 


from 18. 3d. to 18. 6 d.; the women from 16 d. to 1 ., with victuals. 


A maſon's wages are from 15 6 d. to 28.; 2 carpenter's from. is, 2d. 


to 18. 8 d. a-day, without victualz; a tailor's from 6 d. to 8 d., with 
victuals, 


= I collection of forces in different parts of the kingdom a 
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The date of the kingdom at 1 time © might EY the 


meaſure of great prudence. In 1792, on clearing the 
ground of a heap of ſtones which had been collected up- 
on the top of the Crimſon, or Crameſtone Hill, on the 
N. fide of the village of Gavintown, ſeveral earthen urns, 
of different ſizes, were dug up. The urns contained hu- 
man bones, but had no inſcription upon them. In the 
lands of Middlefield and Creaſe, there are ſeveral coſlins 
of ſtone, containing human bones. On meaſuring one of 
them, it was found to be 3+ feet long, 2 deep, and 23 
broad. In the neighbourhood of the places where the 
_ coffins are found, there is a held which ſtill retains the 
name of Battlemoor. 


mM iſcellanes 0710 Obforvations.—The people are in general 


above the middle ſtature, and dreſs, perhaps, better than 
their circumſtances can well afford. Three brothers in | 
the village of Gavintown, without any ſtock to begin with, | 
and without friends, have, by the making of ſhoes, in leſs 


than 20 years, acquired upwards of 8001. - I with I could 
record, that all the workmen of the pariſh have been 


equally economical, induſtrious, and ſucceſsful. Mr. Alex- 


ander Low in Wood-end, who rents of the cſtate of Lang- 
ton to the amount of goo!. a-year, hath, by experiment 
and obſcrvation, acquired much knowledge of rural eco- 
nomy. He hath greatly improved ſevcral of the imple- 
ments of huſbandry,' and is the inventor of a ſteelyard for 
weighing hay, &c., which it docs with exactneſs, and is 


eaſily removed from field to field. The ſteelyard is made 


by James Allan wright in Gavinton, near Dunſe, and ſold 
by him at 61. 6s. There are different quarries in the pa- 
riſh of the beſt free-flone, Peat and turf may be had in 


the 


c rel 
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e vicinity of the pariſh, and at a moderate price, but 


wal from Northumberland, though, on account of the 
lſtance, and the badneſs of the roads, it coſt about 88. 
d. for a two horſe cart, is the fuel moſt uſed. | 


There is one publick houſe in the village. If it be i in 


ny degree a nuiſance, we have ourſelves to blame, as the 
heriffs of the county will grant it no licenſe, without a 


certificate ſubſcribed by one or two perſons in the parithy 
of reſpeCtable character. 
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NUMBER XXXV. 
PARISH OF MERTOUN. 


(Couxry OF Brzwick, Srxop or MrrsE AND Tro 
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF LAUDER.) 


Zy the Rev. Mr. James DUNCAN. 


Name, Extent, Surface and Soil. 


HE name of this pariſh has been uniformly. the ſame 

and the etymology commonly given of it is, The 
Town of the Mire. At a period very remote, this deriva- 
tion might perhaps be proper, though the general appear- 
ance at preſent by no means juſtifies it. In length it is 
nearly 6 miles, ar nd | in breadth from 2 to 3. The weltern 


part ſtands high, and is extremely pictureſque. From 


Bimerſyde-hill, the property of Mr. Haig, over which one 
of the moſt publick roads in the pariſh paſſes, the eye of 
the traveller is at once gratified with every thing beautiful 
and magnificent, wood, water, hills, ruins, and fertile fields. 
The reſt of the pariſh, gradually Cs to the S., is 
alſo extremely pleaſant ;z the proſpect being agreeably d- 
verſiſicd with excellent encloſurcs, beautiful hedge-row' 
| | and 


and 
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nd thriving plantations. The ſoil towards the Tweed, par- 


icularly the haughs, is ſharp, with a gravelly bottom; 
wards the N., and indeed through the reſt of the pa- 
ih, with very few eee it is a ſtiff 0 wilt a till 
bottom. 


Inbprovements. While other places have been advancing 
n improvement, this pariſh has not been neglected. About 
40 years ago, the tenants were miſcrably lodged, the fields 
den and expoſed to every blaſt, and hardly a tree to be 


ſzen, a few about the houſes of the different proprietors ; 


excepted. Now the ſcene is agreeably changed; the te- 


rants poſſeſs warm and comfortable houſes, | many of them 
harge, and moſt of them ſlated; the greater part of the 


arable land is encloſed, and ſurrounded with belts and 
dumps of plantation. The eſtate of Mr. Scott of Harden 
in particular, which compriſes nearly two-thirds of the 
whole, exhibits a greater event of neat thriving hedges 


and plantations, than perhapy, 18 to be met with in the 8. | 


of Scotland. _ 


1 and Profuce.— evious to the year 1766, 
the old Scotch plough only * 
thought of but what hes Grmagroduced. Since that pe- 
rod, immenſe quantities of me have been annually 


driven from Lothian and England, at the great diſtance 


of 26 miles. It anſwers extremely well; and though each 


cart, of 5 bolls, all expences included, coſts 10s. 6d., the 
farmer finds his account in uſing it. Two horſe ploughs 


are generally uſed, and the moit approved methods of huſ- | 


bandry keenly followed. The quantity of grain annually 
lown, and the average return of each boll, is nearly as 
follows: 


4 E 2 Boll 


Fas uſed, and no manure 
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Boll Wen, Average Return of each Bull 
Oats from 900-:t0:950p-0. on 3 
Barley from 160 to 180, | 25 . 6 
Wheat from 100 to 130 Eh 7 
Peaſe from 100 to 130, - 1 5 5 


Beſides the above, there are generally from 180 to 200 
acres in red clover for hay, and from 100 to 120 acres in 


turnip. The total number of acres in paſture and tillage 
may be about 55 50. 


Black cattle, young and old, from 540 to 560. 
| Sheep, from 1400 to 1500. 
Horſes, young and old, from 120 to 130. 
The cattle are moſtly of the Balmerſhire breed, and the 
greater part of them reared in the pariſh. The ſheep are 
of different kinds, and moſt of them brought from differ- 


ent quarters. Mr. Scott of Harden made ſeveral at- 
tempts to improve them; for an account of which, {ce} 


Preſent State of Huſbandry in Scotland, Vol. II. The 


horfes in general are ſtrong, and many of them, when 


taken to market, bring high prices *. 


Nolte Thi population, according to the moſt ex- 
act information that can be procured, is conſiderably di- 
miniſhed. About 60 years ago, there were 4 populous 
villages, 2 of which are now extinct, and the remaining 


2 gra- 


* . of 1 —Ploughmen from 81. to rol. a-year, beſides board 


ial lodging ; barnmen the ſame, or if paid in kind, 1 boll for every 24 
he threſhes; a hind, 8 firlots of oats, 8 firlots of barley, 4 firlots of peaſe, 
1 peck lint-ſced ſown, 1 firlot potatoes planted, x guinea for ſheep, and 
a cow kept ſummer and winter; women, 11. cs. and a pair of ſhoes 
during the winter, and from 11. 108. to 31. during the ſummer ; wrights 
Is. with meat; maſons 1s. $d. without meat; day-labourers 18. 20. 
in ſummer, 18. 6d. in harveſt, and 18. in winter; women, when et 
ployed at hay or turnip, 8 d., and 18. 4d. in harveſt. 
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2 1 Species, With reſpect to the heli 

of the firſt, the numbers cannot be greatly leſſened, as it 
chiefly conſiſted of 6 farmers, their cottagers, and 2or 3 
mechanicks, who are now ſettled more conveniently in 
the centre of their reſpective farms. The non-exiſtence of 
the ſecond muſt have made no ſmall diminution, as there 
are people yet alive who remember to have ſeen 50 houſes 
all inhabited; and ſome of theſe ſay, that they have heard 
their fathers mention double that number; and indeed this 
tradition ſeems to be well founded, as the ruins of ſeveral 
houſes are ſtill viſible. The third, which was nearly equal 
to the ſecond, is ſo mutilated, that ſcarcely a tenth part re- 
mains. The fourth hath not ſuffered fo eſſentially, chough 
the blank is too perſpicuous not to be obſerved. At the 
ſame time, it is certain, that the return to Dr. Webſter in 
1755 is ſtated only at 502 ſouls, conſ-quently there is a 
difference of 55 in favour of the population at preſent. 

The numbers and ages, as taken in 1791, are: 


Of the above, 
From 12 to 15, 19 Batchelors who keep houſe, 4 
15 to 20, 34 Widowers, . 
20 to 30, BI Widows, ff. * 
30 to 40, 133 Farmers, „ 
40 to 60, 90 Pendiclers, „„ 


Smichs, N — . 
Wrights, — - 


60 to 70, 37 4 
4 
Weavers, „ 
"I 
2 


70 to 80, 14 


80 to 9o, 4 
— Clothier, — = 
Total, 557 Egglers, Sg 
Families, - 104 
4 


ABSTRACT 


$66. 


| ApsTRACT 7 BirTus, Mannuacrs, and Dearns, 


Births. 


Years. 


1784, 
1785, 


1786, 

1787, 

1788, 
1789, 
1790, 


1791, 
1792, 


 Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The church was built in the 
1658, and has undergone many repairs ; at preſent it is 
The manſe was built in the 1767, 
and was repaired in the 1791, the year after the preſent | 
incumbent was admitted. It is delightfully ſituated ; and if 
an extenſive view of the adjacent country, Mr. Scott's plea- 
ſure-ground, and the windings of the Tweed, could com- 
penſate for dampneſs, execrable architecture, and diſtance 
from the church, might be ſaid to be very comfortable. The 
ſtipend was augmented 10l. in the 1776, and is av preſent 
32 bolls barley, Linlithgow meaſure, 48 bolls meal, 460l. 
Scotch in money, communion elements included, with a | 
glebe of 14 Engliſh acres, and a garden half an Englith 
acre. There is a ſchool, with a ſalary of 81. 6s. 8d., be- 
ſides a dwelling-houſe and garden. The number of ſcho- 


both neat and warm. 


Climate and Diſeaſes.— The air is ſharp and clear, and conſequent!y 
not inimical to health. Agues, before the lands were encloſed and drain- 
ed, were very prevalent ; 


very fatal, 
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O ο umn 


the moſt common diſcaſes now are, confump- 
tions, flow fevers, rheumatiſm, dyſenteries, ſcrofula, &c. 


pox, and chincough, ſometimes make their appearance, but are ſeldom 


Meaſles, ſinall 


bo | 


imp- 
mall 


dom 
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hrs, throughout the year, may be from 30 to 40.—Poor's 


ates were eſtabliſhed in the 1771, and are nearly 211. a- 
fear; which, with the average annual collections 111., is 


generally ſufficient. The heritors, however, by no means 


reſtrict themſelves to this, but cheerfully aſſeſs themſelves 


o the full amount of what the miniſter and ſeſſion deem 
neceſſary. 'The landlords and tenants pay m equal pro- 


portions 3 and though the latter are not conſulted when 


the aſſeſſment is made, they have never been known to 
grudge their ſhare. No ptr mm wy 


Fiſheries. —There are no rivers in the pariſh, but the 


Tweed, forming the ſouthern boundary; there are 3 incon- 


iderable ſalmon fiſheries, which together may amount to 
201. or 251. a-year. They might unqueſtionably be greatly 


improved, were the mode of fiſhing altered. The proprie- 


tors, however, have never as yet beſtowed any attention 
on this object; and conſequently the fiſhers follow the 
practice of their forefathers, angling, ſetting ſmall nets in 


cairns, when the river is in flood, and killing them with 


liſters, when the river is ſmall and the evening ſerene 
and this they call burning the water, becauſe they are ob- 
liged to carry a lighted torch in the boat. Long nets, 


ſuch as are uſed near to Berwick, and upon the Tay and 


Tummel in the N., might certainly be employed in many 
places with great ſafety and advantage. 


Proprietors and Rent. There are 5 heritors, all of whom 
have dwelling-houſes in the pariſh. The valued rent is 


$0751. 10s. 6d. Scotch. : real rent about 24901. Sterling. 


Minerals. —There is an inexhauſtibie ſtore of frees 
ſtone all along the banks of the Tweed; but one quarry 


only, 
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only, hs property of Lord Buchan, has been 3 for 
ſeveral years. The ſtone is of a reddiſh — 2 very du- 


rable, and will admit of the fineſt 7 


Antiquitje—=The abbey of 3 ſo much admired 


: by travellers, lies in the 8. W. corner of this pariſh ; but 


as an account of it, written by the preſent proprietor, the 
Farl of Buchan, is publiſhed in Groſe's Antiquities, it is 
needleſs to be very minute. 'The only thing which de- 


ſerves our notice is, that his Lordſhip, while he has dif- 


played much taſte, and expended a great deal of money in 
digging up a variety of ſtones of curious ſculpture, and 
placing them in ſuch a manner as to gratify and attract 


the eye of the viſitor, has certainly, 1 in ſome reſpects, leſ- 


ſened that veneration which ſo ancient an edifice i is apt to 
inſpire. 


Character and Manner. The inhabitants in general are 
remarkably induſtrious, ſober, and contented. From time 
immemorial, they have been diſtinguiſhed for their mode- 
ration, both in civil and religious matters; and no inſtance 
has been known of any being guilty of thoſe enormous 
crimes which are the ſn and reproach of a nation. 


Diſadvantages.— Thougli moſt of the neceſſaries of life 
are produced in the p riſh, hardly any of them are fold in it. 
Even meal, in ſmall! quantities, can only be procured from 
neighbouring mills, there being none here: An inconve- 
nience, however, ich will be of ſhort duration, as 2 
mill is now build in the molt centrical fituation in the 
pariſh. Butcher at ca: not be obtained without ſend- 
ing to Kelſo, Jcaburgh, o Melroſe, the neareſt of which 
is 6 miles. 1 here are fow houſchold articles, but what 
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nuſt be brought from ſome other quarter. The roads, for 
months in the year, are extremely bad : An evil, how- 


ner, which it is to be hoped, will be corrected. The 


tance from cou! and lime is a hardſhip ſeverely felt, 
both of which muſt be driven at the diſtance of 26 miles. 


Want of carriers is another inconvenience ; 3 every perſon 


king obliged to fend on purpoſe for the molt trivial ar- 
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PARISH OF RESCOBIE. 


| (Covxrr, AND acer OF Fokr AR, SrxoD OF Aol 
AND MEARNs. „ 


By the Rev. Mr. Thouas WRIGHT. 


| Name, Extent, Lakes, Climate, &c. | | ki 


r T HE name is of uncertain origin, and its etymolog! 


ſo doubtful, that the writer has not been able to : 
learn, and therefore cannot ſay whether it be Latin, Gae- 


lic, Celtic, &c. 3 but it is applied t to denote a certain dis 
trick 


\ NG 


27 Reſcobie, e 598 
ct of country called a Pariſh ; ; and, like moſt local 


mes, has probably been framed at firſt from ſome real 1 5 


r ſuppoſed affinity to the ſituation.— The figure of the 
pariſh is irregular, but the contents may be about 16 or. 
18 ſquare miles, moſtly in cultivation, with ſome thriving 
ir plantations, and very little waſte ground. It has no 
irer nor conſiderable ſtream, but yet is ſufficiently water- 
ed for domeſtick and agricultural purpoſes; and particu- 
arly, it is interſected by the loch of Reſcobie, which is 
a mile long, waſhed by the loch of Balgavies, in the pa- 
iſh of Aberlemno, on the N. and E., and was ſo on 
the 8. and W. by the loch of Reſtennet, in the pariſh 
of Forfar ; but lately this laſt mentioned loch was taken 
off by a drain, a project which at firſt was by many 
thought rather problematical ; but the ſucceſs has afford- 


tion, together with the permanent ſouręe of a very hand- 
ſome revenue to the owner, a gentle man of celebrity in 
the political world, and long and well known by the 
honourable appellation of a friend t9 his country, Still, 
however, the ſprings and rills, which formerly fed this 
drained lake, continue to diſcharge themſelves by the 
drain into the loch of Reſcobie, from whence, through 
the loch of Balgavies, iſſues the chief branch of Lu- 
nan water, which gives name to a bay on the German 


Ocean, into which it falls about 12 miles E. from tlus 8 
. 


All theſe lakes abound in marl; a manure of approved 
and extenſive uſe in huſbandry, eagerly ſought after by 
che induſtrious farmer; and where it is fkilfully applied, 
producing very great effects, being nearly ſimilar to lime 

4F 2 in 


ed ample juſtification, by affording ſpe dy indemnifica- 


. a 


in its operation on the ſoil : but here, and in ſome other 
ſtatiſtical articles, ſuch as hire, wages, &c. the writer 
finds himſelf W e by the previous accounts of 
others. 


a e many lakes, with their adjacent marſhes, our 


elimate may be ſuppoſed rather unwholeſome ; but, in 
fact, it is otherwiſe. The ſituation of the pariſh is moitly 
rallicular, lying between two hills, that of Dunnichen on 


the S., and of Turin on the N., which riſe above 600 feet | 
above the lakes, and, running parallel, form a kind of 


ſpout or ſucker, which frequently occafions a ſtrong cur- 


rent in the atmoſphere that purifies it, and, thus render- | 
Ing the air ſalubrious,' keeps the inhabitants healthy. And | 


hence, inſtances of longevity, equal to that of any other 


country: a woman died here, this winter, at the very ad- 


vanced age, as is faid, of 104, and we have living in- 


| Rances upwards of 80 and 90; our people are not liable | 
to frequent ſickneſs, nor have we any local or r pecular | 


maladies. 


Soil and Agriculture. —The ſoil is various : part of it rick 


and fertile, part of it poor and barren; but Nature has | 
_ furniſhed the thrifty farmer with a ready and effeCtual | 


remedy for the poverty of the ſoil, and the worſt may be, 
and is made productive by the due application of marl. 
In conſequence, the value of land is much increaſed ; the 
new farmer does not boggle at promiſing double or triple 


the former rent, and it is the laird's buſineſs to look to the 


payment. And though, from want both of means and 


kill in adventurers, failures may ſometimes happen, 
this does not diſcourage hers from depping forward 


* 
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even on higher terms; ſo that, in general, farming is 

2 profitable employment, and the people are ſubſtantial 
and in eaſy circumſtances, the effect as well as the re- 
ward of diligence and induſtry, in an improved ſyſtem 

of management, agreeably to the old obſervation, « The 
hand of the diligent maketh rich. » And indeed the 

genius of the country at large, encouraged by an in- 
creaſed product and ready markets, © blefſed both in 5 
their baſket and tore,” is ſtrongly ' bent to agricultural 
improvement, on which, it is to be hoped, the New 
Board of Agriculture will ſoon ſhed its friendly influence. 
This is one of the happieſt directions which the genius 
of a country or people can take: it occupies their ta- 
tents and time uſefully and laudably, and, affording 
ample ſcope for their ſchemes and fancies, prevents them 
from running wild, and takes them off from thoſe jars 
and controverſies, whether of politicks or religion, which 
always have been, and ever muſt be, more Permicious than 
ſerviceable to ſociety. | 


The kinds of grain in uſe, are oats and bear, moſtly bar- 
ley, ſome peaſe, and a little wheat here and there, with a 
large proportion in ſown graſs : Hence corn and cattle are 
the ſtaple articles of our product, there being a very few 
ſheep. The cultivation of lint is alſo in practice, and ge- 
nerally ſucceeds well. On the article of culture, 1 have. 
to add with u pleafure, that | 


Intellectual improvement proceeds apace: About 16 
years ago, in the courſe of viſiting the pariſh, there were 
found 3 people who could not read, and were become 
too old to learn; at preſent, it is not known if there 


b 
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be any of the natives of this deſcription : Children are 
ſent early in life to ſchool, where they learn to read, | 
and may acquire ſuch other branches as they are ca- 
pable of and apply to: their proficiency is often very 
conſiderable z and this early tuition will happily be both 
uſeful and ornamental through life. It is therefore to be | 
' withed, that they who have it in their power would take 
into their ſerious conſideration, the clamant caſe of pa- 
riſh ſchoolmaſters, whoſe preſent ſcanty proviſion is by 
no means adequate to the exigencies of their condi- 


tion, or to tha ene, toil, and labour of their 


e are no nobility, bur! feveral lairds, 
reſident in the pariſh 3 and there are 8 keritors : The in- 
habitants, all ages, are about 934. The return to Dr. 

Webfter was 798 *. Unleſs in very favourable and en- 
couraging circumſtances, our marriages ſeldom come up 
to a dozen a-year ; and births, at an average, do not ex- 
ceed 30: There being no regiſter of 11 their number 
8 is not exactly known. 


Dreſs, Manners, &c. Our people are uſually decent 
in their dreſs, ſometimes ſhowy; and in a holiday ſuit, 
emulous of their betters. In their converſation, ſen- 
ble; in their manners, diſcreet and humane; in their 
various employments, diligent and induſtrious (the ſpi⸗ 
rit of induſtry not being confined to farming); and, to 


their 


"AN evidence, that induſtry i is friendly to population. 
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heir pralle, it ſhould be known, that in theſe times of 
alarm and danger, their conduct is quiet, peaceable, and 
loyal: in religion, ſerious, ſober, moderate, charitable, 
ſympathiſing, obſervant of religious ordinances; and 
chiefly of the Preſbyterian perſuaſion. The pariſh- 
church is the only place of worſhip in our bounds ; but 
we have ſome Epiſcopalians, and a few  Seceders. 3 


Poor. Our poor roll varies, from 4 or 5 to ro and up- 
wards; and among theſe is diſtributed annually 171. or 


181., ariſing from the kirk collections, and the intereſt of 
a ſmall ſum in the management of the ſeſſion, our only 
funds for poor: and ſhould theſe become inſufficient, re- 


courſe muſt be had on the heritors, who are ſaid to be li- 
able in the laſt reſort. Luckily, we do not feel our own 


poor very burdenſome; but we are oppreſſed with wan 


derers: I have known 2 dozen of them before 12 o'clock ; 
and, laſt ſummer, near twoſcore of them called in the 


courſe of one day. It was, indeed, a hard time ; and it 
would be a hard, nay, a bad thing, to ſend them hungry 


away: for though many of them be extremely worthleſs, 
moſt of them are extremely indigent z and they muſt not 


be caſt out to periſh : © Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the cry 


of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, and ſhall not be 
heard,” —It is to be wiſhed, rather than expected, that 
ſome general plan, of ſuch efficacious benevolence as would 


prevent ſtrolling, not by hard reſtrictions, but by making 
it needleſs, were eſtabliſhed in the country; and, till this 
be done, we mult be doing. Perth uſually furniſhes out a 


pretty 


9 
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3 nge quota; hat there is no 1550 ſerids forth fuch 


| legions of thoſe. itinerants, as Aberdeen, meaning the 
EE county, as well as the town of that name. The coun- 
ty is extenſive, fertile, and populous ; the town commer- 
_ cial and opulent: What harm would there be in giving 
Aberdeen a hint, that it would be both creditable and re. 
commendable in them, to take meaſures, as. they ought, 
to provide for their own poor at home, rather than ſet 
them off, like a flight of locuſts, to prey upon their 
_ neighbours, who are under no local obligation to receive 
or relieve them? 


te in en den af the pet A 


227081. Scotch. Lord Strathmore is patron. We have a 
great ſchool-houſe, with dwelling-houſe and garden fot 


the maſter, and 100 l. Scotch of ſalary.— The farmers of 

the pariſh give, beſides board, from 81. to 121. Sterling a- 
year to their ploughmen. —The manſe is in tolerable re- 
Pair, and the offices good, being lately built, and covered 
with ſlate. The ſtipend conſiſts of 431. money, 50 bolls 
11 pecks meal, and 24 bolls of bear. There was a ſmall 
augmentation got, with the good will of the heritors, about 
8 years ago; and there yet remains a good ſtock of unex- 
hauſted teinds. The glebe meaſures about 7 acres. It 
would contribute much to the convenience and comfort 
of the country clergy, if, inſtead of ſuch a trifling, pitiful 


ſpot of ground, glebes were enlarged to at leaſt 20 acres; 


and if, in giving augmentations, a few acres of land could 
be added to the glebe, rather than as many pounds to the 
ſtipend, it would be found a benefical exchange. The 


patrons of the new bil 3 in fayour of the clergy (with ſub- 
| emiſſion] 


G 
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niſſon) ſhould Ld this in their eye. The church is 
pretty well as to the fabrick, but not large enough for the 


accommodation of the pariſhioners, being only 5o by 20 


feet within the walls, and not well ſeated. The pre- 
ſent incumbent ſerved the cure about 25 years, from 19th 
April 1774, as aſſiſtant to his predeceſſor, Mr. William 
Mkeay; after whoſe deceaſe he received, with the con- 
ſent of the whole community, heritors and pariſhioners, | 
chiefly on the application of Mr. Hunter of Burnſide, 

preſentation to the vacant charge. 

In conſequence of this preſentation, the -nefanive + Was 
inſtalled on the 3d of April 1777, and is ſtill a bachelor. 
Bacheloriſm is ſurely a pitiable, comfortleſs condition *; 
but unleſs the Court of Teinds (it is ſaid, to their praiſe, 
they are favourably diſpoſed at preſent z a rare thing !) 
ſhall vouchſafe to deliver us from it, without the aid of a. 


Pope's bull, it muſt ſoon become more frequent. 


I gelle Obſervatious.—In a FI of this ſort, there 


Bs a circumſtance that deſerves to be particularly men- : 


tioned, as it contributes not a little to health and comfort; 
the dwelling-houſes are much better and more commo- 
dious, and neater and cleaner kept than formerly : even 
the cattle are- now better lodged, than the people were 
wont to be. This is a molt ſenſible improvement; and, 
beſides giving an agreeable aſpect to the face of the coun- 
try, is no bad prognoſtick of the wealth of the inhabitants. 
As to people, there can be no doubt that cleanlineſs and 
good air are to be ranked among the neceſſaries of life; 
and as to cattle, they will be found always to thrive beſt 

in free and pure air, and nothing can hurt them more 
than to pen them up in narrow hampered booths, where 


VoL. XIV. | harman the 


* And they that are in, would fain be out on't. 
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| ſhades are, in ſome caſes, preferable to cloſe ſtalls ; and 
5 the larger the ſtalls, the purer will be the air, and the cat- 
tle in better condition. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
our ſituation invites to theſe improvements, as the neigh- 
bourhood abounds in excellent materials, eſpecially the 
hills of Turin and Pitſcandbe (this laſt is a continuation 
of the other on the W. end), which contain inexhauſtible 
| ſtores of ſtone of various kinds, and of every dimenſion fit 
for uſe; and where there are quarries now working, aſto- 


niſhing to look at, and affording ample ſubject of con- 


templation and amuſement to the naturalift and virtuoſo, 
Gentlemen of this caſt would ſometimes deign to come 
and ſee, if they knew what is to be ſeen. Beſides the dif- 
coverics to be made in the bowels of theſe hills, the ſtu- 
penduous rocks that rife upon them, in proud contempt 
of human productions, may well be viewed as natural 
prodigies, and muſt ſtrike with amazement che eye of the 
ſtranger. | 
There is nothing obſervable in the way of antiquity, 
unleſs a ruin on the top of Turin-hill may be conſidered 
in that light. It has evidently been anciently a ſtrong 
hold, or place of defence, conſiſting of various extenfve 
contiguous buildings, with a circular citadel of about 49 
yards in diameter. The fituation has been well choſen, 
being ſecured by an impregnable rock in front, much like 
the face of Saliſbury Craigs, and of difficult acceſs all a- 
round. It is now called Kemp or Camp Caſtle. Alſo, in 
the E. end of the pariſh, on the eſtate of Balmadies, there 
is a chapel-yard or burying-ground, in which it would 
ſcem no grave has been opened a ſecond time; and the 
tomb ſtones are fo depoſited, that a family hiſtory might 
be collected from them for a long period back : There arc 
| particularly 


7 


Of Reſeobie. oz 


prticularly 2 | Jarpe bei- Rones, with 7 or 8 ſmall ones, | 


ſtanding in a right line at the head of fo many parallel 
raves, which are ſaid to contain the athes of the parents 


nd their children. At or rear this cemetery, there has | 
rrobably been a chapel or proce. of werlnpy 3 but all tradi- 


tion eencerning it is loſt. 

We have no uncommon migratory birds; and it is 
toubtful, whether all birds, uſually reckoned of this cl:\s, 
do really belong to it. The ground of this doubt well 
wpears, from the following obſervations reſpecting the 
ſwallow : Owing to a hint given me by a neighbour, I 


have been, for ſome ſeaſons, pretty attentive to the firſt : 
wpearance of this bird; but not accurate enough to mark 
the dates, till laſt ſpring, when, on the 2d of May 1793, 


| aw them, for the firſt time, pretty early in the morning, 
n conſiderable numbers on the loch (about 18 yards from 


the bottom of the garden), from which they ſeemed to 


be juſt then in the proceſs of emerging; though, as there 


was ſome rippling on the water, it was difficult to diſcern 


the breaking of the ſurface z but the obſerver is poſitive, 
they juſt then aroſe from the lake, and therefore muſt 
tave lodged or lain fomehow at the bottom, ſince the time 
ff their diſappearing laſt year. The weather, all day, con- 


inued as it began in the morning, moderate, with an eaſy 


breeze from 8. W.; and the ſwallows, ſometimes in bo- 
lies, ſometimes in detachments, enjoyed themſelves in 
kimming along the ſurface, or ſoaring aloft in the air, or 
uttering about the ſhores, but went very little way off 
the water till e rening, when they collected over the lake, 
and diſappeared within obſervation. With anxious ex- 
pectation, they were looked next morning, and all day 
lirough, but no appearance of them, nor for ſeveral days 


0 , : : 
olowing ; and, therefore, there can be no doubt of their 
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deſcending into their lodgings at the bottom, having, from 
that day's experiment, felt or judged the air not ſufficient 
ly encouraging for them to live in. Nor were they ſee 
till the 11th of May, when they were again obſerved i 
the proceſs of emerging from the lake, and continuec 
playing their gambols, and fluttering about the ſhores of 
it, till evening, when they diſappeared as formerly, and 
were ſeen no more till the morning of the 21ſt of May 
when the manner of their appearing was exactly the ſame 
as before mentioned. This laſt experiment ſucceeded 
they felt, it ſhould ſeem, the temperature of the air en 
couraging, and in a few days began to prepare their ſum- 
mer dwellings. 'They have been known, ſome ſeaſons, tc 
ſhow themſelves ſooner than laſt year; and to go awa 
ten days or a fortnight: but till laſt ſummer, when, it 
may be remembered, there was ſome very cold, ſharp 
piercing weather, the narrator never obſerved them to dif 
appear twice after their firſt coming: And he is now fully 
Jatisſied, that the ſwallow, ;nftend of being claſſed wit 
birds of paſſage, ſhould be enrolled among the ſleepers, 
But if any reader's ſcepticiſm ſhall ſuſpend his belief ol 
this narrative, let him conſider, it is no theory, but matter 
of fact, which is here narrated: And the reporter mull 
be excuſed for thinking it clearly deciſive of a queſtion in 
the natural hiſtory of this bird. If future obſervation ſhall 
afford ſufficient reaſon for palinoding, it ſhall be candid! 
done. 
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Of Clacknannan, — Þ: 


PARISH OF CLACKMANNAN. 


(CouxTY or CLACKMANNAN, SYNOD OF PERTH AND 


STIRLING, PRESBYTERY OF STIRLING. ) 


By the Rev. Mr. RoptxT Moons. 


Nome, Extent, Sd Surface 


Ci. ACKM ANNAN, ſignifies the Kirk Town, or vil- 


lage of Annan; from a well known Gaelic word, 
and Annand, the original name of the family of Annan- 
dale. In the beginning of the 12th century, one of the 
firſt of the Bruces who ſettled in Scotland married Agnes 
Annand, heir to the Lordſhip of Annandale ; and ſoon 
after that period, the Bruces were in poſſeſſion of Clack- 


mannan: ſo that there is little doubt of this being the 
origin of the name.—This pariſh is of a very irregular 
form. It extends from 8. W. to N. E. nearly 6 miles, 


and about 5 miles from S. E. to N. W. At one place, 
however, it is not above 2 miles in breadth : and a diſ- 


trict of about 1300 acres of it, on the N. W. fide, is diſ- 


joined from the reſt of the pariſh by a part of the pa- 
riſh of Alloa, of about 2 furlongs in breadth, which joins 
1 


606 Sratiſtical Account 


the pariſh of Tillicoultry.—There are no hills in the pa- 
Tiſh : the ground, however, is very much varied; but none 
of it ſo ſteep as to interrupt the purpoſes of agriculture. 


Villages. —Clackmannan is the head town of the county. 
It is beautifully ſituated on an eminence, gently riſing 
out of a plain, from E. to W., to the height of 190 

feet, above the level of the river Forth. On each ſide 
of the village, the ground has a gradual deſcent z but is 

more bold and rapid from the W. end, where the old 
tower of Clackmannan is placed.—The ſcenery, bcheld 
from this tower, is uncommonly pictureſque and beauti- 
ful; and has been veiwed with admiration by every tra- 
veller of taſte. The whole country around forms, as it 
were, one grand amphitheatre, where all the objects are 


diſtinctly feen, yet not ſo near, as to diſguſt the eye. 


They are, at the ſame time, infinitely varied. Beyond 
the town of Stirling, 9 miles to the W., the high moun- 
tains of Ben-More, Ben-Lady, and Een-Lomond, are feen 
at the diſtance of 20 miles, raiſing their romantick tops 


above the clouds. From the bold ſzenery of the town and | 


caſtle of Stirling, and the high jatting, rugged rocks a- 
round it, the river Forth deſcends through a valley of ſe- 


veral 1000 acres of the richeſt carſe land; ſometimes ſplit- 
ting aſunder, and forming, here and there, ſmall beauti- 


ful iſlands, which are always green. The fields, on eve- 
ry ſide of it, exhibit, in time of harveſt, the moſt lux- 


uriant, variegated, proſpect, which the eye can behold. 


The various windings of the river are, at the ſame time, 
diverſified in every pollibility of ferpentine form, that can 


add the moſt exquiſite beauty to the ſurrounding ſcenery. 


It paſſes by the village of Clackraannan, at the diſtance of 
an Engliſh mile to the S., where it is a mile in breadth. 
Three 


e 


9 
— 
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Three miles * it 1 ok, and fone the appear- 


ance of an extenſive inland lake, about 30 miles in cir- 


cumference; having, on its different ſides, the villages, 
harbours, and numerous ſhipping of Kincardine, Borroſ- 
tounneſs, and Grangemouth. Ships of various burdens 
are perpetually paſſing in full fail up and down the river; 


while its banks are adorned by the ſeats and wooded plea- 


ſure-grounds of the ſeveral noblemen and gentlemen z 
ſome of which are laid out witk much elegance and taſte. 
On the N. fide of the village of Clackmannan, a ſmall 
beautiful river iſſues from a deep glen, or hollow, ſhaded 
with large trees overhanging its banks; and, bending for 
1 ſhort ſpace through a verdant plain, it enters again a 


thick wood, which reaches withir. 200 yards of the tower, 
and which the river disjoins from the wood of Alloa, and 
the extenſive pleaſure-grounds laid out by the late Earl of 


Mar: at the W. end of which, at the diſtance of 2 miles 
from Clackmannan, is ſituated the village and tower of 
Alloa, with the harbour and ſhipping. 


The view towards the N. is bounded, at the diſtance of 
4 miles, by the extenſive range of the high Ochil moun- 


tans, interſected here and there by deep hollow glens 3 


in one of which, on a kind of promontory, with a deep 


ravine on every ſide, ſtands the ruins of Caſtle Campbell, 


famous for being the original ſeat of the family of Argyll. 


Theſe monntains are covered with perpetual verdure, and 
form a ſecure barrier againſt the violence of the northern 


blaſt. They not only add a high degree of beauty and 


grandeur to the ſurrounding ſcenery ; they alſo ſuggeſt to 


the mind the idea of ſomething more uſeful and more 


valuable, from the rich filver mines lately diſcovered in 


that part of them, commonly known by the name of the 
Alva Hills. From the W. to the S. E., the view from 
Clackmannan 
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i Clackmatnan is terminated by the Campſie Hills, and the 
high grounds in the neighbourhood of Falkirk and Lin- 
lithgow. The intermediate country is all rich and diver- 
ified : a great part of it alſo is claſſick ground. Not far 
from the extenſive Carron iron works, the Tor-wood, fa- 
mous for the retreat of Sir William Wallace, appears in 
full view; at a ſmall diſtance from which is ſeen the well 
known field of Bannockburn, the pride of the Scotch war- 
rior— The bleak and batren track of land, bounded by 
the Saline hills, to the E. and N. E., interſperſed here and 
there with ireſh water lakes, and ſome very thriving plan- 

tations, forms a ſtriking contraſt to the whole ſcene. 
The village of Clackmannan itſelf, however, does by 
no means correſpond with a ſituation ſo uncommonly 
beautiful. Its ſtreet is broad and regular enough; but 
' many of the houſes are wretched and mean. In the 
middle of the ſtreet, ſtands the tolbooth and court-houſe; 
a heap of ruins! and a nuiſance to the publick. Here, 
however, the ſheriff ſometimes holds his courts * ; the 
county fiars are annually ſtruck here; and here the mem- 
bers of parliament for the county have been always elect- 
ed: 


The counties of Clackmannan and Stirling have one ſherif.depute 
detween them; and the moſt part of the buſineſs is tranſacted by two 
ſubſtitutes, who have only very ſmall ſalaries allowed for their trouble. 
Moſt of the ſheriff-ſubſtitutes in Scotland are in the ſame ſituation. 
Would it not be an abject worthy of the attention of the legiſlature, to 
have this uſeful claſs of men placed on a more independent footing» by 
allowing them ſalaries more adequate to the importance of the truſt 
committed to them? This could be done, either by a (mall tax on che 
fees of court, for in any other way that might be leaſt oppreſſive to 
the country. The independence of our judges is one of the greateſt 
bleſſings of the Britiſh conſtitution. Before the heritable juriſdictions 
were aboliſhed, the proprietors of the eſtate of Clackmannau were he- 
Titable ſherifls of this county. | 
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of Clackmannan.” bog 
1 The village is apon the eſtate of Clckrnaiinn ; and 
pays feu-duty to the proprietor of that eſtate. It contains 
117 houſes, 194 heads of families, and 639 fouls; 281 
of whom are male, and 358 female. It cannot be ſaid to 
have any trade : the artificers which live in it are n 
employed for the uſe of the ſurrounding country . 

There is alſo one other village in the pariſh, called 0 : 
town Shaw, upon the eſtate of Lord Cathcart. It is in- 
creaſing very rapidly; and, from the extenſive iron works 
lately begun by the Devon Company in its immediate 
neighbourhood, we may naturally expect, that, in a ſhort 
time, it will be in a very flouriſhing ſtate. With ſuch a 
certain proſpect of ſucceſs, however, it is aſtoniſhing to 
ſee, how little attention 1s 5 paid to the 200 and . 
of its nn 


- Chmats ond Diftuſic—The climate in; upon ghe' while, - 
rather healthy than otherwiſe. Though, from. its vicinity 


to the ſurrounding hills, it is expoſed to frequent and 
| heavy rains, and the air thereby rendered leſs falubrious ; 


yet frequent inſtances of longevity are found among the 
e OAT "* H inhabit. 


* There are ons bakers in the village, and eight 3 or 3 
keepers. It has always had a pretty good inn; but ſeldom has been 
without a dozen of tippling-houſes: a circumſtance not very favourable 
to the morals of the people. It has two fairs in the year; one in June, 
and the other in September, called Bartholomew's Fair; where horſes, 
black cattle, coarſe linen and woollen cloth, and all kinds of hardware 
and haberdaſhery goods are expoſed. Formerly, this laſt was a great 
market for wool brought from the ſouth country : of late years, however, 


| very ſmall quantities of that article have been brought to it. 


There is a tambouring ſchool lately begun in the village, by ſome 
Glaſgow manufacturers, in which about forty young girls are taught; but 
it is difficult as yet to ſay, whether it may have a goed or a bad effect. 


The ſame company have likewife begun to teach a few boys to weave 
with the fly ſhatyle, 
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inhabitants. In 1791, one perſon died at the age of 9 553 
at preſent, there is one man in the pariſh above go, an- 
other 89, and ſeveral others near to that period. The 
ſmall pox is the moſt frequent, and moſt fatal epidemical 


| diſorder. The young are ſubjected to its ravages every | 


eo or three years. In ſome years, it is more fatal than 
in gthers. In 1790, almoſt one half of the children, that 
| TE ſeized with it in the village of Clackmannan, died, 
T is is not to be wondered at: Conſidering the bad treat- 
ment, it is rather aſtoniſhing how any eſcape. As ſoon 
as the infection has ſeized the child, he is put to bed; a 


large fire is kindled ; he is ſmothered up with blankets, | 


that he may not catch cold ; while, to haſten the eruption, 
a mixture of warm milk and whiſky is, from time to time, 
poured down his throat. Among many of the farmers, 
however, and better ſort of the inhabitants, inoculation i 18 
become frequent, and is practiſed with great ſucceſs. On- 
ly two inſtances have occurred in the pariſh, during the 

laſt 14 years, of children dying, where this mode has bcen 
_ uſed; and even theſe two inſtances, it is ſaid, were owing 


to the parents not attending to the directions of the ſur- 


geon. Yet, notwithſtanding all this, the prejudice againſt 


inoculation is deeply rivetted in the minds of the great 


body of the people. They look upon it as a tempting of 


Providence; and would conſider themſelves as guilty of a 


ſpecies of murder, if the event ſhould prove fatal. "There 
have been ſome inſtances of children dying by the meailes 
and hooping-cough; but theſe are not numerous“ 


* In 1788, after a very hot ſummer, and a ſudden fall of rain in the 
month of Auguſt, a dytentery made its appearance, and raged with ſuch 
uncommun Vivience, tl at ev 11 in the ſmall village of Clackmannan alone, 


UPWALGs of twenty perions, almoſt all of them heads of families, fell vie- 
| tims 
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of a depth ſufficient for very large veſſels. It has two 


pows or creeks in the pariſh ; Clackmannan pow on the 


W. boundary, and that of Kennetpans towards the E., 


about a mile and a half diſtant from the other : both of | 


which are in the diſtrict of the port of Alloa. The pow 


of Clackmannan is formed by the mouth of the river 
Black Devon. The mean depth of water at the uſual 


ſhipping place, is 10 feet, and 20 feet at the mouth of the 
harbour. It was formerly crooked, and ran out a conſi- 
derable way to the W.; but was made ſtreight, and deep- 


ened in 1772, by the proprietor, Sir Lawrence Dundas: 
The pow at Kennetpans, belonging to Mr. Bruce of Ken- 


net, is much ſmaller than the other, but capable of being 


N enlarged. | It has 17 feet of water at ſpring tides . 


HS 9: = hip 


tims to its direful influence. It was more fatal in the village than in 


the neighbourhood. This, perhaps, may have been owing. to the little 
care that is taken to keep the ſtreets clean. Before every door is a dung- 
hill, on which every ſpecies of nuiſance is thrown, without the leaſt re- 
gard to decency and cleanlineſs; ſo that the infection ſpreads with rapid 
progreſs. | 

In 1789, a nervous fever, with very ardent ſymptoms, proved fatal to 
ſeveral ſtout young men in the lower part of the pariſh. Since that time, 


it has appeared in other parts, but with much leſs violence ; ng . 


ſome inſtances, protracted to a great length. 


From many circumſtances, it is highly probable, that the river was 


much broader at this place in former times, than it is at preſent. A vil- 
lage, called Ferrytown, at the diſtance of five furlongs from the river, 
leems to have once ſtood on its banks. The intervening ground ſtill goes 
by the name of Saltgraſs, and is under the level of high ſpring tides, 


Which ſtrong ſea walls, or banks, prevent from overflowing it. One of 


theſe walls ſeems to have been built at a very early period : too ſlight 
and ſuperficial, however, to reſiſt the violence of the tides, which fre- 


wentiy broke it down, and overflowed the land, till at length a redue- 


tion 
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The Gies in ths river vor, fer ſeveral hed So 6 As 
wake and below Clackmannan, ' exhibit a phenomenon not 
to be found (it is faid) in any other part of the globe. 
This is what the failors call a lealy tide, which happens 
always in good weather during the neap tides and ſome. 
times _ _— the n e if the weather be un- 

0 commonly 


tion oat the rent n abſolutely eee By this time, the ſediment 
of the river, which is a blue mud or ſoft clay, had again accumulated, 
and formed a conſiderable track of fine rich land. In order, therefore, to 
ſecure the old ſaltgraſs, as well as to make a new acquiſition of 50 acrey 
Mr. Erſkine of Mar, the proprietor (who has been ſo good as to furniſh 
an account of ſeveral of theſe facts), in 1776, began a new bank or 
wall, much ſtronger than the former, and finiſhed it in little more than 
| fix months. The length of the wall is 1380 yards; the height, 8 feet. It 
Has a ſlope to the river of 24 feet for every foot of perpendicular height; 
and the fide next the water was covered with ſods, or turf, of one foot 
in thickneſs. The fide next the land was ſown with graſs ſeeds, and has 
one foot of a ſlope for every foot of perpendicular height. There were 
35,916 cubical yards of earth moved to form this wall, befides 915 yards 
for turf; making in whole 36, 831 cubical yards, at 5 d. the yard. The 
whole expence amounted to about 7861. Sterling. This, however, has 
not only effectually ſecured the old ſaltgraſs land; it has alſo gained 30 
acres of new land; which (deducting the repairs the old wall muſt have 
received) yielded, during the firſt ſeven years of a leaſe, an intereſt of 4 
per cent. for the money laid out; and the remaining twelve years, an 
intereſt of 7 per cent. It will probably amount to 12 per cent. when the 
preſent teaſe expires, as the land is of the richeſt quality, A great errot 
was committed by the tenant who gut the leaſe of this new land, In- 
ſtead of allowing it to remain in graſs for ſome years, it was imme- 
diately ploughed, and thereby pre vented from conſolidating in a proper 
manner. The conſequence was, it remained much longer in a wet ſtate 
than arable land ought to do. 
This error was avoided, when, ſeveral years afterwards, another 
| track of land, adjoining to the above, was in the ſame manner gained 
from the river, to the eſtate of Lord Dundas. It was paſtured upwards 
of ſeven years; and the good effects now appear: it produces the molt 
luxuriant crops. The expence attending this acquiſition did not exceed 


| one-third part of the former. Belides, a part of the wall encloſing it ; 
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ha- commonly fine. When the water has flowed For 3 hours, 
not it then runs back for about an hour and a half, nearby as 


obe. far as when it began to flow; it returns immediately, and 


flows during another hour and a half to the ſame height 
it was at before: and this change takes place both in the 


flood and ebb tides. 80 that there are actually double 


the number of tides in this river that are to be found any 
where elſe. In very boiſterous weather, however, theſe 
leaky tides are by no means regular; the water only ſwells 
and gorges, without any perceptible current, as if the two 
tides were acting againſt each other. The cauſe of this | 
ſingular phenomenon 1 in the tides of the river Forth may 


be a ſubject of inquiry to * N 1 it _ not 


as yet been diſcovered. 
The river Devon forms the N. boundary of the. pariſh. 


It takes its riſe in the Ochil Hills, and, running 10 miles 
directly eaſtward, it makes a turn to the W., at a place 
called the Crook of Devon. 
Bridge and Cauldron Lin, where it forms a ſcenery, wild 


It paſſes the Rumbling 


and beautiful, and romantick beyond al deſcription. 1 


d $0 2 | | 
have Fi wh | : | then 
of 4 : „ c | | | FO | 
i an . fo conſtructed, that a waggon road is formed on the top of it, for the 
\ the ; purpoſe of carrying coals to ſuch veſſels as are too large for going up the 
orrat pow of Clackmannan to the uſual ſhipping place. There is another track. 
be ' of land formed by the river in the ſame manner as the above, to the E. 
1me- of the harbour of Kennetpans, belonging to Mr. Bruce of Kennet, and 
oper which that gentleman alſo propoſes to embank. 
ſtate Such undertakings, when properly conducted, are attended with many 
| advantages: They not only add to the extent and value of eſtates, but 
ther they alſo contribute very much to the ſafety of the navigation, by con- 
ined tractiog the river, and thereby clearing and deepening its channel. 
ards There was formerly a ſalmon fiſhing on the river Forth at this place; 
moſt but it has been diſcontinued for fifteen years. Previous to that period, 
ceed the ſalmen was commonly ſold here at 1d. the pound. There are always 
it is a few cruives placed in the river, in which a variety of ſmall fiſt are 
is now and. then caught ; but theſe ſeldom turu to much account. 
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: thin winds 8 a deep rich valley, till it t falls into yy 

river Forth, 4 miles to the W. of Clackmannan, and p 

very few miles only from the place where it takes its riſe, 

In time of floods, owing to the high hills through which 

it paſſes, it comes down with a dreadful and irceſiſtible 

rapidity; very frequently ſweeping along with it fields of 
: corn, and ricks of hay, and, At times, even daten and 
every thing that is in its way. 


Lad All that the winds had hard | 
In one wild moment ruin'd ; the big hopes 
« And well-earn'd treaſures of the painful year 
" Roll mingled ae SS; Tnouson. 


In general, however, it 18 60 a ſmall river; large e- 
nough, at the ſame time, to become navigable, if its chan- 


nel were properly cut. In 1776, a ſurvey and eſtimate, 


made by Mr. James Watt engineer, under the direction 
of the late Lord Cathcart, was given in to the Board of 


Police in Scotland, for the purpoſe of improving the in- 


-ternal commerce of this country, by cutting ſeveral navi- 
gable canals. Among other plans given in by Mr. Watt, 


po of making the Devon navigable for ſeveral miles was | 


The eſtimate of the expence amounted only to a- 
Grit 2000]. pounds Sterling. Had this plan been carried 
into execution, a track of more than 10,000 acres of coal, 
at preſent entirely locked up from the ſea ſale, would 
have been expoſed to the publick market; beſides many 
other advantages of trade, that muſt have accrued to the 


neighbouring country. The extenſive iren works now be- 


gun by the Devon Cempany, on the banks of this river, 
renders it highly probable, that the plan will ſtill be exe- 
cuted ; the advantage of water carriage being ſo much 


ſuperior to that of land. The Devon abounds in trout, 
and 
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the W and falmon are ſometimes i in it, which come up 
d a MW from the river Forth, in time of ſpawning : a practice, 0 
iſe: Wl however, very deſtructive to the fiſhery. 5 
ich There is another river called Black Devon, which takes 5 
ible its riſe in the Saline Hills; and, running W. through the 
or middle of this pariſh, falls into the Forth at Clackmannan 
pow. In its courſe, it ſupplies with water two corn mills 
and a lint mill. Two water lades, or aqueducts, are alſo 
taken off from it ; one of which drives an engine on the 
Clackmannan coal, and the other ſupplies a great reſer- 
voir which drives the engine on the Alloa coal. This re- 
. | I fervoir goes by the name of Gartmorn Dam; but it is in 
fact a ſmall beautiful lake, of 130 acres in extent, having 
a little iſland in the middle of it, and abounds with perch, 
ſome pike, and various kinds of trout. Part of it is in 
the pariſh of Alloa ; but by far the greateſt part is in the 
pariſh of Clackmannan. There is another ſmall lake in 
the pariſh, called Tullygarth Dam, conſiſting of 45 acres 
in extent, where a few fiſh are ſometinies to be found. 
In time of great drought alſo, the river Black Devon, at 
one place, forms the appearance of a ſmall lake, by hav- 
ing its water collected together, for the rp of the mills : 
and coal machinery. 


Heritors ad State of Property. — The principal heritors, 
according to their valued rent, are, Lord Dundas, Mr. 
Erſkine of Mar, Mr. Bruce of Kennet, Lord Cathcart, Mr, 
Abercromby of Bruceficld “, and Lord Alva, one of the 
Judges of the Court of Seſſion; beſides a conſiderable num- 
ber of ſmaller heritors and feuars. It is a ſingular circum- 

5 Ie ſtance, 

* The fee of this eſtate belongs to Mr. Abercromby's ſecond ſurviving 


fon, Major-General Sir Rob Abercromby, late Governor of Bombay, 
and at preſent Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's forces in India. 
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the eſtates, in this pariſh;'of all thele geriflemen 


| Nance, chat 
juſt mentioned (one only excepted), form but a ſmall part 


of their landed property. They all poſſeſs eſtates in other 
pariſhes; ; and the conſequence is, only two of them have 
theif te ſidence here. The eſtate of Clackmannan, belonging 

to Lord Dundas, is ſtrictly entailed, as well as the eſtate be. 
longing to Mr. Erſkine of Mar. The We ; ar 


S's of ſo | delightful a firuſtion, * a houſe 
ſuited to it, near to the ſite of the old tower. From the 
eat of the family of Mar being at Alloa, in the imme- 
"iate neighbourhood, there never was a houſe upon their 


eſtate in this pariſh. The houſe upon the eftate of Sauchy 


is placed at the diſtance of about 60 yards within the pa- 
Tiſh of Alloa; but the greateſt part of the pleaſure-grounds, 
and even part of the garden, are in the pariſh of Clack- 


mannan. The pleaſure- grounds are laid. gut and beauti- 


— — N 


fied with much taſte and judgment. A hat part of theſe 
grounds, when in tlie poſſeſſion of Sir John Shaw, once 
formed a deer park, conſiſting of 100-acres, and ſurround- 
ed by a very high wall. The only houſe in the pariſh, 

that deſerves the name of elegant, is -juſt now finiſhed by 

Mr. Bruce of Kennet, from a beautiful deſign of Mr, 
Harriſon of Lancaſter. Placed in one of the fineſt-fitua- 
tions the country affords, it is alſo built in a ſtyle of ſu- 
perior elegance to moſt of the houſes to be met with in 
Scotland ; and exhibits in all its parts an equal attention 
to convenience and utility, as it does to elegance and 
oe h Om bag: Og. 


1 * mc *: 
* 4 72 Ve. i . 


2 Arrer, Rent, &c. —The pariſh o 3 


eonſiſts of 7133 acres; 166 of which are. natural — 


'& 


.Of Clackmannan. 


and 538 new plantations, all in a thriving ſtate, and ſome 
of them nearly ready for cutting. There are upwards of 
20 acres of moſs in the pariſh, and 70 acres of land, from 
which the moſs has been removed, now under paſture and 
hay. A cold clay foil, with a wet bottom, predominates 

over a very great part of the pariſhz ſome of it ſo poor 
indeed as not to be worth the labouring. A few ſpots 
however of a light dry ſoil, and even of a rich black loam, 
with a fine bottom, are to be found here and there. . Part 
of the land in the neighbourhood of the villiage is of this 
quality 3 and accordingly the rent of it is proportionably 
high. But the richeſt and largeſt track of. land lies on the 
banks of the river Forth, conſiſting of 1000 acres of ex- 
cellent carſe ſoil, all very fertile. From this, it will eaſily 
appear, that the rent of the land muſt be very much va- 
ried, according to its quality; riſing from almoſt nothing, 

to 43s. the acre. The real rent of the pariſh is 47001. 
Sterling, and is approaching towards 5oool., as the pre- 
ſent leaſes expire. The valued rent is g1551. 171. 4d- 
Scotch; which probably was the real rent at the time of 
he —— 


— 
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State of duriculiare, &c.—The agriculture of this pariſh. 
has undergone a very great change during theſe laſt 15 
years. Many. of the farms have been greatly enlarged e, of 
which has enabled the tenant to adopt every new im- 
provement. The ſucceſs of one has induced others to fol. 
low the example: and at this time, almoſt all the farmers 


Vor. XIV. 3 in 


* At preſent, there are about forty farms fewer in the pariſh than 
vere about twenty years ago. Soine of the farmers now poſſeſs farms to 
the extent of 9700 acres; beſides having what are called led farms, in the. 
adhoining pariſhes, to a very great extent. From this, it may be the opi- 
nion of ſome perſons, that ſeveral of the farms in this pariſh are toe 
large, while others are undoubtedly too ſmall. 
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| in he part iſt, mall! as wall" as Weg pradtiſe the moft | im. 
prove, ed mode. They have laid aſide thoſe reſtraints, by 
: whi i deep-rooted pre} judice, in favour of uſe and wont, 


had ſo long fettered their forefathers. Inſtead of the mode. 


J formerly followed, of a continued rotation of beans, bar. 
ley, and oats, on the beſt lands, that of ſummer fallow, 
wheat, beans, barley, graſs, and oats, 'is now univerſally 
adopted; while the lands of inferior quality have crops 
ſuited to their ſoil. The foil in general is not favourable 
for turnips ; yet where it is favourable, theſe have been 
ſown, and with ſucceſs. The moſt part of the wet lands 
| have been drained, and the ridges made ſtreight *, and 
thrown into a proper ſize. Two horſe ploughs, of Small 
5 conſtruction, are uſed over all the pariſh, 
' But the moſt material circumſtance, in favour of the 
2 agriculture of this pariſh, is a ſpirit of emulation that was, 
with much propriety, raiſed amongſt the ploughmen them- 
ſelves. About 10 years ago, a number of gentlemen in 
this neighbourhood formed themſelves into a ſociety, un- 
der the name of the Clackmannanſhire Farmer Club, for 
promoting the purpoſes of agriculture. One of their firſt 
ſteps was to inſtitute ploughing 1 matches among the ſer- 
vants, in which honours and rewards were beſtowed upon 


the beſt workmen. From 40 to go candidates have often 


ſtarted upon theſe occaſions + The firſt prize has been 
always a ſilver medal |; j and | three or four ſmaller pecuni- 


ary 


2 1 he carſe lands excepted : The ridges there are, in general, crook- 
ed, and, when made ſtreight, take a long time (ſay the farmers, though 
with very little juſtice), to be formed into a proper ſoil. 

+ In 1790, the miniſter of Glackmannan had his glebe and farm plougb- 
ed in one day by forty-nine two horſe ploughs: The greateſt number 
ever known to ſtart at once in this country. 
4 Alexander Vertue, at that time a ſervant to a farmer in the parit 
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ad rewards are given to che next beſt, zocordins to their 
merit. Nothing of this kind had been hitherto know in 
Scotland; but the example has been followed in many 
parts of the country, and with much ſucceſs. 
Beans are ſown here as ſoon in the month of February 
25 the weather permits; oats immediately after, and bar- 
ley from the 20th of April to the 2oth of May: wheat is 
ſown from the 1 5th of September to the end of October, 8 
and ſometimes during the two following months; though 
it ſeldom turns out well after the middle of N ovember. 
Harveſt commences about the middle of Auguſt, and 
ſometimes continues-to the end of October. 'The average 
produce on the beſt lands, when the mode above mention- 
ed is followed, may be computed at 10 bolls of wheat, D 
from the acre, 7 of beans, 7 of barley, and 8 of oats “ 
and 300 ſtone of hay, Dutch weight. There have hom 
inſtances, however, of much greater increaſe, particular- 
ly of wheat and oats, even to the extent of 1 5 bolls the 
| al 2 Acre, 


& Clackmannan, gained the art prize at the firſt of theſe ki 
matches. In ſummer 1793, be was ſent for to his Majeſty's farm at 
Windſor, where it was expected he was to continue. He carried a plough 
with him from Scotland, and began his work in preſence of his Majeſty,” 
and a number of noblemen and gentlemen, It was acknowledged, that 
land ſo well ploughed had never before been ſeen in that country. Next | 
morning, however, inſtead of going to his work, as he was deſired the. 
preceding evening, he was told, * Not to go near the King's farm at 
* Windſor, on any account whatever, nor to have the ſmalleſt inter- 

* courſe with any of his Majeſty's farm ſervants.” After receiving 4 
reward for his trouble, he left his plough, by ſpecial deſire, and returned. 
to Scotland, It is difficult to conceive, how, in this inſtance, the jea« 


; louſy of the Eogliſh ploughmen pe the ſalutary effects intended by 
this inſtructor. | 

* Stirlingſhire firlot is uſe here for oats and barley ; i Liolithgow for 
wheat; and a firlot for beans and beaſe, about a peck in the boll larger 
thaw the =iylithgow wheat frlet. 


520 


nere. But theſe are very rare: for when at any tie the 
crop is unden luxuriant, it is generally lodged by 
dhe heavy rains, which are frequent here in the month of 
Auguſt, and thereby rendered of little value. 'The aver. 
age produce of the whole of crop 1792, even from the 
beſt lands, did not exceed 4 bolls the acre. The conſe. 
quence was, that hardly any of the tenants were able to 
pay, from this crop, above a third part of their rent; 
while ſome had not as much as defrayed the expences of 
| ſeed and labour. In this ſtate of real diſtreſs to the ſmall 
tenants, ſome of the proprietors, with much humanity, 
made a reduction of the rent, for that year, to ſome of 


their tenants, and lengthened out the term n of 1 to 
others . 


Stat] fie Alien 


Price 


Ahe farmers here have ſome advantages, and Ga diſadvantages, 


| which perhaps are not peculiar to them. Thirlage is fortunately aboliſh- | 


ed over the greateſt part of the pariſh ; but where it is not, it is ſtill a 
| Cauſe of much complaint, and of real loſs to the farmer. It is, indeed, 
a curſe of an unknown magnitude; and it is aſtoniſning how proprietors of 
land, who have it in their power, do not ſee their own intereſt in putting 

an end to it altogether. Where it does exiſt, nearly a tenth boll is paid 
for grinding the corn. Vet, notwithſtanding this, there is not a farmer 
who would not willingly make a reaſonable allowance for the mill rent. 
What loſs then can proprietors ſuſtain? Let them think for a moment; 
Tet them conſider the hardſhips to which they expoſe the very perſons, 
whom it is their intereſt as well as duty to encourage and protect. A ſmall 
farmer (we ſhall ſuppoſe), who pays the higheſt demand for his little 
ſpot (and muſt pay it), toils and labours, with unremitting attention, to 
make it produce what is ſufficient to ſupport his family, and to anſwer 
the term day of his landlord. He is ſurely entitled to bring the produce 
of his labour to the beſt market. Inſtead of this, however, he dare not 
ſell one boll of oats, without being ſubjeRed to a penalty. He mult 
take them all to the mill, and intruſt them, for days and nights, to the 
care of perſons, in whom he very often can place no confidence : while 
At the ſame time, he expoſes them to be deſtroyed by the numerous 


ſwarms of vermin which uſually frequent theſe places. His family _ : 


& 
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Price f Labour —The beſt men ſervants get 81. Ster- 
ling yearly, 641 bolls of oat meal, and 11. 6s. Sterling, for 
what is called kitchen-money, beſides a houſe and yard, if 
they are married: women ſervants get 31. yearly : day 
hbourers get 18. a-day, and 18. 2 d. in harveſt : women 
reapers get 18. in harveſt, and a glaſs of whiſky in the 
morning; a very bad practice, and which frequently leads 


them on to habits of drinking whiſky during all their lives. 
Maſons ors 18. 8d. EY and was. cad] rs. 6d. 


Caen There are 3 nee in che dani, Clack- 
mannan, Sauchy, and Kennet. Clackmannan coal con- 
ſiſts of 4 ſeams, known by the names of main coal, 9 feet 
thick; cherry coal, 2 feet 10 inches; ſplint coal, 2 feet 
8 inches; and coal Mozey, 2 feet 3 inches. The main 
coal was wrought in the laſt century, and terminated a- 

1 1 . or 
lis landlord muſt alſo ſuffer. This is a real grievance, and ought to be 
redreſſed. There is a mill in this pan, which goes by the name of 


the Thieves Mill. 


The invention of threſhing mille will, in all probability, ſoon prove : 


uſeful to agriculture, The firſt of theſe was erected at Kilbagie, in this 
pariſh, by Mr. George Meikle engineer. It is driven by water, and 
threſhes eight or ten bolls in an hour. It is undoubtedly one of the 
greateſt improvements in huſbandry, and promiſes to be of general uti. 
lity. Threſhing mills are now uſed in many parts, both of Scotland and 


England; and commiſſions for them, it is ſaid, have arrived from ſome 


of the northern kingdoms of Europe. They are now made of various 


fizes; ſo that farmers in this place, who poſſeſs no more than thirty acres 


ef land, find it their intereſt to uſe them. There are already nine of 
them in this pariſh; two of which are driven by water; and ſome of 


them by two, and ſome by four horſes, according to their ſize. Thei 
price is from 251. to 6e l. Sterling. 

The great advantage to be derived from 3 mills is, that, be- 
fides threſhing much cleaner than by the uſual mode, they give the 


farmer a command of the market, to which he can bring, upon any 
emergency, a great part of his crop, at the ſhorteſt notice: 


— Es 


_ * — 1 
* „ 


4 — W 
. 44 r Eb 


$49 
Wee . Coin 


12 
6 WIE. 


3 


— HR 


— —— 72 1 is 5 > He * 
— r 5 R Ag dg, 6 2 
E 


P ˙— nr eta . 
— rude WS ET CLE 


$22 2 2 Account 


Y bout the year 1 763. The cherry and flint ſeams began 


to be wrought about 30 years ago, and are working at the 


4 preſent time. The coal Mozey ſeam is alſo working at 


_ Preſent: it was begun in 1792 z previous to that period, 
it could not be. wrought to any advantage. In this coal 


2] work, the method called the long way, is now introduced; 


that is, no part of the coal is left for pillars, but the is 
taken out, which ſaves a great part of the coal. In ſome 
of the pits, the coal is brought to the top by women 
and boys; and in others, by means of machinery. The 
coal is kept dry by means of an engine driven by water; 
which is much leſs expenſive than a fire engine. The 
price of coal varies according to the demand. In general, 
the price of great coal upon the hill is 58. the ton; of 
_ chows, 48. About jJooo tons are annually exported to 
Leith, Dunbar, Perth, Dundee, Montroſe, and other places, 
"Theſe are taken to the harbour in waggons of a ton and 
= half: the mean diſtance from the pits being about three 
quarters of a mile * 
The working x the Sauchy ol is of a very old date. 
It is kept dry by a very powerful fire engine. It conſiſts 
of 4 ſeams: the firſt, or uppermoſt, is 3 feet thick ; the 
| ſecond is 5 feet; but this one has no roof, ſo that it has 
never been wrought : the third is 5 feet, and is an excel- 
lent coal: the fourth is 9 feet: This laſt, however, is 16 
fathoms below the bottom of the preſent engine pit, which 
is 47 fathoms deep. Previous to this period, a great part 
of the Sauchy coal has been exported ; but as it is now in 


the Pofſeſſion of the Devon Company, it is highly pro- 
| bable, 


A collier, with his wife and daughter, earns 128. in five days, which 
is all the time he works in the week. Beſides this, he has his meal from 
the proprietor at 83d. the peck; a free houſe and yard, and other boun- 
ties, to the amount of 308. yearly. 
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bable, that the moſt of it will be uſed. for their Iron 


work. 


The Kennet coal conſiſts of two me; ; one of 30 inches 


thick, and another of 36. It was given up in 1726, and 


began again to be wrought in 1759. It has at preſent a 
ſmall fire engine; but it is probable, it was once level 
free, as there is no trace remaining of any engine being 


upon it when it was firſt wrought. The diſtilleries in the 


pariſh conſume a great part of this coal. It produces 
yearly about 6000 tons of great coal, beſides a conſider- 


able quantity of chows. After the year 1788, when the 


diſtilleries were ſtopped, about 2000 tons were yearly 
ſhipped for Leith. It has alſo a very extenſive land ſale *. 


 Diflilleries.—The two great diſtilleries of Kilbagie and 
Kennetpans are both in the pariſh of Clackmannan; and, 
previous to the year 1788, the manufacture of Scotch ſpi- 
rits was carried on at them to an extent hitherto unknown _ 


im this part of the iſland of Great Britain. The diſtillery 


laws have undergone various changes in Scotland. Be- 


fore the year 1784, the duty was levied by a preſumptive 
charge upon the waſh (that is, fermented worts), taking 
it for granted, that the waſh would produce one-fourth 
part in low wines, and that theſe low wines would pro- 


duce three-fifth parts in ſpirits : hence, 100 gallons of waſh 


was 


* During Cromwell's uſurpation, when the Engliſh ports were ſhut up 
by the Dutch, one of the above coal works was let to a Mr. Marjori- 
banks, a merchant in Edinburgh, at the yearly ſum of 16661. I 35. 4d. 
Sterling. 

Formerly there were ſalt pans in this pariſh, both at Kennetpans and 
at Clackmannan pow, owing perhaps to the coal being ſo readily pro- 
cured ; but theſe have been diſcontinued for a number of years. The 


water at this Pack, indeed, does not appear to be ſalt e for 1 
purpoſe. | 
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was ſuppoſed to yield 15 boss of Pie and 1 way 
charged accordingly; but inſtead of 15, 20 gallons of ſpirits 
were often drawn from the 100 of waſh. In Scotland, the 

ſurplus above 15 gallons was uniformly ſeized, as ſpirits 

preſumed to be fraudulently obtained; while in England 
the diſtiller was allowed the full exerciſe of his genius, 
and got permits for the removal of his actual produce. At 
this period, the quantum of duty on a gallon of ſpirits 
was more than double of what it has ever been ſince. 
But the high rate of duty afforded ſuch temptation to 
imuggling, that the conſumption of ſpirits in Scotland 


Wu chiefiy ſupplied by the manufacture of illegal ſtil, 


and by ſmuggling from abroad. Great diſtillers could not 
ſmuggle; and being continually ſubjected to the ſurveys 
of the exciſe, the two diſtilleries of Kilbagie and Ken- 
netpans depended entirely on the London market for the 
ſale of their produce; where, previous to the year 1784, 
they carried on an advantageous trade: though the duty 
on a gallon of ſpirits in England was 134 pence higher than 
in Scotland; and though they had, at ſhipping their ſpirits 
for England, to pay down this difference on every gallon 
ſhipped. In 1784, a law was paſſed, rendering the duties, 
and mode of levying them, the ſame both in Scotland as in 
England; and at the ſame time reducing the rate of duty 


each gallon about one half of what it had been formerly; 


while it allowed the manufacturer a credit for 20 gallons 
of ſpirits from the 100 gallons of waſh, and granted per- 
mits accordingly. The London diftillers expected, that 
by this equalization plan, the Scotch could not continue 
their trade to London, and pay the duties in the ſame 
manner with themſelves. But in this they were miſtaken ; 


for the trade increaſed. And it is the opinion of the beſt 


informed diſtillers, that the London diſtillers are not 2 
match 


ach for the Scotch . an et law. This mode 
was continued till July 1786, when the licenſe act took 
place, impoſing 30s. a gallon yearly on the contents of eve- 

ry till uſed for diſtillation in Scotland; continuing the laſt 
plan with reſpect to England (where the duty amounted | 

to 28. 6d. for the gallon of ſpirits}, and impoſing an ad- 
ditional duty of 28. on the gallon of ſpirits ſent from Scot- 7 
land to England: which additional duty was to be paid in 


London, on the arrival of the ſpirits in the river Thames. 

This act was paſſed as an experiment, and was to con- 
tinue for two years. Under it, the London diſtillers expect- 
ed, that the Scotch could not continue the trade to Lon- 


don. This trade, however, ſtill continued to increaſe; 
which increaſed alſo the aſtoniſhment of the London trad- 
ers, who gave in a repreſentation to the Treaſury upon 


the ſubject. In conſequence of which, and upwards of 


ſix months previous to the natural expiration of the law, 


another law was paſſed, impoſing a duty of 6d. a gallon 


on all Scotch ſpirits ſent to England, in addition to the 


former 28. ; while the duty on ſpirits manufactured in Eng- 
land was allowed to remain at the 28. Gd. When this act was 
paſſed, the Scotch diſtilleries ſtopped payment. The law 
continued in this way till July 1788, when the licenſe duty 
in Scotland was doubled, and made 31. a galion, on the 


contents of the ſtill; and at the {ame time laying the 
trader under ſuch reſtrictions, when he worked for Eng- 


land, as to amount to a prohibition againſt his entering 


that market. And in July 1793, the licenſe has been raiſed 
to 91. Sterling a gallon yearly. Previous to the year 1788, 


the quantity of corn uſed annually at the diſtillery of 


Kilbagie alone, amounted to above 60,000 bolls, and the 


annual quantity of ſpirits made, to above 3ooo tons. The 


black cattle fed annually were about 7000; ſwine 2000. 
Vol. XIV. 4 The 
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| The cattle were ſold to butchers, who drove them to the 
Edinburgh and Glaſgow markets: the ſwine were killed 
and cured into bacon and pork for England. The work 
people employed were nearly 300. The diſtillery and 
utenſils coſt upwards of 40,0001, Sterling; and when ſold 
by the truſtee for the creditors of the former OR 


yielded about 70ool. Sterling. 


No ſituation could have been more eligible hoe | a ditt. 
lery than Kilbagie; and it was erected in the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial manner. The buildings occupy a ſpace of above 4 
acres of ground ; all ſurrounded by a high wall. The 
barns for malting are of a prodigious ſize, and are 4 ſto- 
tries in height. A ſmall rivulet runs through the middle 
of the works, and drives a threſhing mill, and all the 
grinding mulls neceſſary for the diſtillery ; beſides ſupply- 
Ing with water a canal, which communicates with the 
river Forth, of about a mile in length, cut for the pur- 
poſe of en both the imports and e of the dif- 
tillery. 
I) he diſtillery at Kennetpans, Which Is ck 
| fituated on the very banks of the river Forth, was in pro- 
portion to that of Kilbagie, as three to five. And before 
theſe two diſtilleries were ſtopped, they paid to govern- 
ment an exciſe duty conſiderably greater than the whole 
land tax of Scotland. At preſent, the duty paid by both 
is about 8000 l. Sterling yearly. There is an engine, of 
Bolton and Watt's conſtruction, at the diſtillery of Ken- 


netpans; being the firſt of the kind that was erected in 
Scotland. 


Iron Works,—The extenſive and valuable ſeams of coal 
and lime-ſtone on the eſtate of Sauchy, belonging to Lord 
Cathcart, induced ſome gentlemen, under the firm of De- 

5 von 
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ron Company, to eſtabliſn iron works of conſiderable ex- 
tent. Theſe conſiſt at preſent of two blaſt furnaces, and 
are ſituated on the banks of the river Devon, near to the 
old tower of Sauchy. The ſituation, and ſingular con- 
ſtruction of the Devon iron works, begun in ] uly 1792, | 
merit the attention of the curious in mechanicks and ar- 
chitecture. A ſteep bank riſes more than 50 feet above 


the level of the river, and is compoſed of a mock, or very 


thick ſtratum of free-ſtone, very dry and uniform in its 


texture, and almoſt free from cracks and fiſſures. Inſtead 


of the uſual method of building with ſtone and lime, the 5 
ſereral parts of the works have been formed in this bank, 
by excavations made in the rock. Two furnaces, which 


are each above 40 fect high, and 14 feet diameter, and alſo 


the ſpacious arches which give acceſs to the workmen, at 
the bottom of the furnace, to draw off the liquid metal 


and flag, are cut out of the rock. 'The roof which covers 
the caſting houſe, a room 70 feet long, go feet wide, and 
23 feet high, is ſupported by the ſides of the quarry, and 
the ſolid pillars of the rock that were left for this purpoſe 


in making the excavation. , In like manner, is formed the 
engine houſe, and its apparatus, which is intended to ſupply 


the two furnaces with wind, by throwing at each vibra- 


tion of the engine a ſufficient quantity of air, out of a 


large cylinder, into a long gallery or cloſe mine, formed 
in the rock. This magazine of wind will contain above 
10,000 Cubic feet of air, much condenſed by the power of 


the engine, as the gallery is very cloſely ſhut up, and made 


air-tight ; having only two apertures, one to receive the 
ſupply of air from the air pump, and the other to admit a 
pipe that conducts the condenſed air to blow the two 
furnaces. 
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The Devin. iron works are within 3 Englith n miles of 

the port and harbour of Alloa, where the produce and 

manufactures of theſe works are intended to be ſhipped ; 

and from which, by a retour carriage, the proprietors can 

ceaſily bring any ſupplies of iron-ſtone, - iron- ores, lime- 

ſtone, ee or any other ern thrat may be. ne- 
5 n 


| PopuLaTiON TABLE 3 FOR 1791. 


: Number 4 ſouls tf 2 528 From Io to 20, 434 
Males, 1205 From 20 to 59, | 1000 
Females, 1323 From 50 to 70, 360 
| Souls under „ From 70 to 100, 57 
1 1 8 - Heads 


* This undertaking muſt already have coſt a large ſum of money, al- 
though as yet only in its infant ſtate : but the advantages that muſt re- 
ſult from it to every claſs of people, and to the landholders of this county 
in particular, give great cauſe to wiſh for its extenſion and proſperity, 
The ſituation has many peculiar advantages. The whole country around 
it abounds in coal, as well as in ſtrata of iron-ſtone ; and a vein of rich 
kidney iron ore, 18 inches thick, has been found in one of the neigh- 
bouring hills. There is alſo a very fine lime-ſtone rock, within a few 
miles of it, lately diſcovered in the Menſtry hills, belonging to Major 
General Abercromby of Tullibody. So that when we add to all theſe 
advantages, the practicability of cutting a navigable canal to join the river 
Forth, we may reaſonably expe that this undertaking will prove ſuc- 
ceſsful. 

+ In the year 1755, che gun ber of ſouls in the pariſh of Clackmannan 
was, according to Dr, Webſter's report, 1913; ſo that there is an in- 
creaſe ſince that period of 615. This may eafily be accounted for, from 
the number of people who, for many years, crowded to this place, in 
order to be employed at the diſtilleries. It is probable, that the number 
of colliers has alſo increaſed; of theſe, there are in the preſent liſt 605 
foul, Previous to the year 1788, the numbers in the pariſh were much 


greater than in 1791; for when the diſtilleries gave over workings, 4 
great 


ma 


000 


0 Clackmannan. 


Heads of families 651 
Of whom are 
Married, 5%, 85 ao 
Bachelor, 309 
Widowers,. ů 3 
1080 
Eſtabliſhed Gn 391 
Antiburghers, 51 
Burghers, = 59 
Nele, — 180 
Houſes, „ 
Men ſervants in | their own 
S ͤ 
Ditto in families, 121 
Women ſervants, — 79 
Farmers 51 
Colliers, who are heads of 
families, 116 
Bakers, - 4 
Tailors, mY 11 
Shoemakers, 12 
Wrights, = 40: 
Maſons, - 10 
Smiths, - 15 


Weavers, - 23 
Butchers, - ws 
— SO 
Day labourers, 114 
Gier 1 
8 Diſtillers, _ 2 
Ale and whiſky ſellers, 23 
Carters 10 
Gardeners - 10 
Coopers, — 1 
Cadgers, - 2 
Coal grieves 3 
A 6 
Sailors, — 13 * 
Tide waiter, = 0 
Grocers or ſhopkeepers, is 
Herſes 412 
Black cattle, 394 
Ploughs, - 100 
G,, 192 


Four wheeled carriages, viz. 
A coach and two chaiſes, 3 
Pigeon. houles,. „ 


'TABLR 


great many families left the pariſh. Theſe are now (1794) returning, 
and many more may be expected; both on account of the diſtilleries, 
which are again reviving, and the Devon iron work. So that in a ſew 
years, it is highly probable, that the population of this pariſh will be | 


much * than it is at preſent, 


| Tarn f Manzraces, Brees and BuztaLs for 21 year f. 


| Yer. Wal lian hege ü in | Inter-marriages with Births, Burial 
| 15 other „ | | 


1793, 

1774, 

| 1775, 

1776, 

1777, 


1778, 
1779, 
1780, 


1781, 

42782, 

1783, 
1784, 


; 1785, 


1786, 
1787, 
1788, 
1789, 


1790, 
1791, 


1792, 


1793, 


Total, 
Average, 27 


Pcor.— The funds for the ſupport of the poor ariſe 
from the intereſt of 2501. Sterling, from the weekly col- 
lections at the church door, from fines on account of miſ- 
: demeanours, 
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* Where the women Tk Jeſt the pariſh, 
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demeanours, and from A general voluntary ſubſcription by 
the heritors, whether reſident or non-reſident, and all the 
inhabitants in the pariſh. The heritors and kirk-ſeſſion, 
about 20 years ago, formed themſelves into a committee, 
which meets monthly, for the management of theſe funds. 
Into this committee are choſen, from time to time, ſuch 
of the other inhabitants of the pariſh as are beſt acquaint- 
ed with the ſtate of the poor in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood “. 

Subjoined i is a table, ſhowing the number of monthly 
penſioners in the pariſh of Clackmannan for 17 years prior 
to 1794, together with an exact account of the money 
received for the maintenance of the poor. But beſides 
the regular penſioners, needy perſons, from time to time, 
receive extraordinary ſupplies. Theſe are not marked in 
the following table; but the A ſuryins will ſhow the ſum 
allotted to them. 


TaBLE 


A clerk and treaſurer receives a proper allowance yearly out of the 
fands for keeping the books, and paying the money to the poor. Theſe 
receive charity in proportion to their wants; in general, from 28. to 68. 
monthly, according as they are able to work leſs or more. If, at any 
time, they are in diſtreſs, without having any perſon to attend them, a 
keeper is appointed to this office, and is paid out of the funds. None of 
the poor are allowed to beg ; ; Which ſeems to be a ſevere reſtraint ho 
ſome of the idle ones. | | 
Before they are admitted upon the monthly coll, ths are alſo obliged 
to give to the treaſurer an inventory of their effects, which, at their 
death, are diſpoſed of for the benefit of the —_ — _ have no 
fhildren in need of them. 
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Years. oh Number of Penſioners. 


AR} Aa a on} dr. 
+ gs TR a FE, i 9 
17% ðͤ — 43 _ 5 102 14 74 
1780, — 42 — 113 16 6 
12781, — 44 ih 137 18 64 
1782, — 48 — 108 10 ot 
„ 6: — 118 11 74 
%%% % =. 2140 11.21 
ASE — 51 — 166 14 2 
1786, 11 — 1 5 do 
Q , OE ĩͤ ß ĩòͤdd TY 
TT.. J. 
17% = 43 — 110 16 91 
1792, — 38 — 126 o 8} 
1793, — 41 5 87 
Total, 733 I. 2155 7 zz 
Average, 4 5 126 15 © 


School. — The pariſh ü ſalary is 200 merks. 
About 2 years ago, the heritors voluntarily agreed to 


double this ſum during the life of the preſent incumbent ; 


ſo that this doubled ſalary, together with the other emo- 


luments, make his income about 4ol. Sterling a- year, ex- 
cluſive of the ſchool wages and a good houſe and garden. 
Beſides the parochial ſchool, there are 5 other ſchools e- 
ſtabliſhed in different parts of the pariſh, which are re- 
mote from the village of Clackmannan *. Each of the 
| | 3 col- 


Michael Bruce taught one of theſe ſchools—Michael Bruce, the 


ingenious Poet of Kinroſsſhire, whoſe premature death is fo pathetically, 
4 and 
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3 collicries has one of thefe. Senetwes, indeed, there are 


even ſchoolmaſters, paid by ſubſcription, according to the 


diſtance which fuch inhabitants are from the pariſh ſchool, 
who are able to bear this expenſe. At preſent, one of 
theſe fubſcription ſchoolmaſters receives upwards of gol. 


2-year ; ſo that the whole yearly income of the different 


ſchoolmaſters in this path muſt amount to more than 


170l. Sterling. 


Vor. XIV. 42 738; Fa | Church, : 


nd fo juſtly Jamiented, by FE A Auachor of the Mirror (No. 36). 


A very ſhort time before his death, he taught the ſmall ſchool of For- 


reſt Mill, worth only about 131. Sterling a- year; and it was the higheſt 


preferment to which he attained. Vet, in this obſcure retreat, in tha 
bleakeſt corner of the pariſh, living in a wretched hovel, and ſtruggling 
under all the hardſhips of poverty, he wrote LocuLevzn, one of the 


fineſt deſcriptive poems in the Engliſh language. 


The following are cxtraQs taken from his bolograph letters fil er- 


tant, and in the poſſeſſion of the Reverend Dr. Baird, Principal of the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh; and they put this fact beyond a doubt. | 


hase wrote a few lines of a deſcriptive poem, Cui titu- 
Je oft Lochleven. You may remember you hinted ſuch a thing to me 3 
* ſo I have ſet about it, and you may expect a dedication. I hope it will 
© ſoon be finiſhed, as I, every week, add two lines, blot out fix, and 
te alter eight. You ſhall hear the plan when I know it myſelf. Fare: 


„well. I am, your's, &c. „„ ena! Brucx.“ f 
Forreſt Mill, July 28. 1766. | 5 | | 
| | Ea To Mr. David Artot of Portmoag. 


And, in another letter to the ſame perſon, he gives an account of a vi- 
ſit to the Illand of Lochleven, and exclaims bitterly againſt the men who 
conveyed him thither, for not allowing him more time to examine its 
antiquities—“ They,” fays he, who confider it in no other view than 
as capable of feeding a dozen or foürteen cattle, when their work was 
„over, would not ſtay a minute longer, had it been to difcover the 
great toe of St. Moag, who is buried there. My deſcription of it, in 


* the poem Lochleven (which, by ls byes 1 is now finiſhed) runs thus 
« —_ tem; n HO Ro MienazL Baves.” 
' Forreſt Mill, December 1. I 766. 


A ſecond edition of Michael Bruce $ Poems i is now in the prefe, 
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- Church, & c ths hu in is an old mean WW in 
the form of a croſs, evidently built at different periods, 
and now in a very ruinous ſtate. The manſe was built 
about the year 1740. It is beautifully ſituated on the 8. 


| ſide of the ridge on which the village ſtands, and com- 


mands a moſt delightful view of the whole country along 
the banks of the river Forth. Lord Dundas is patron. 


— The ſtipend conſiſts of 24 dolls of barley, 24 bolls of 
meal, 16 bolls of oats, and gol. Sterling in money, exclu- 


| five of 40l. Scotch for communion elements, and 201, 
Scotch for graſs mail ; with a glebe of about 4 acres of 
good land, and what is called craig leave coal, that is, free 


coal, except paying the ts which 1 is | About. one-third ; 


part of the value. 


The records of the Mb lee commence in the yea | 


1593, and are almoſt entire from that period. 


Though there are a variety of ſectaries in the pariſh, 


only one of them (the Relief) has a meeting-houſe in itz 
the reſt 80 to mecting-houſes i in 2 n pariſhes, 


Antiquities. imma has, for many generations, 


95 been the ſeat of the chief of the Bruces in Scotland. It is 


not certain, however, at what preciſe period John de 
Bruce, third ſon of Robert, one of the Earls of Annan- 
dale, became proprietor of it. King David II. gave it to 


his kinſman, Robert Bruce, the firſt laird of Clackmannan. 


( Dilecto conſanguineo, faith the charter, dated at Perth the 


gth of December, a. regnr 39), which muſt have been a 


very W time only before his death. It is probable, in- 
„ deed, 


| * since this account was written, the. Court of. einde (of this 5 : 
November 19. 1794.) have granted an augmentation of four chalders of 


victual, one half in meal, and the other. in barley ; beſides an addition 
of 8 Neaxling to the communion clement _ wy 


07 Pathak, ; a 3 5 = 


deed, that King David reßded at Clackmannan, at leaſt, 
during the firſt part of his reign ; fince we find, that, in 


the year 13 30, his monte! ga IO ſert 0 a : 


his publick accounts there * 
The old tower, which nin remains, is bai to have been 
built by King Robert Bruce. From che ſtyle of the build- 


ing, indeed (for there i 18 no date upon it), it appears to 


have been erected about his time; and, from ſeveral names 
of places, we may conelude, that it actually was the reſi- 
dence of ſome of the kings; as the following names ſeem 
to indicate; King's Seat Hill, King's Meadow Park, and 
others of a fimilar nature, in the vicinity of the tower. 
The greateſt height of this tower is 79 feet. It contains 


a variety of apartments, and has been ſurrounded by a 


moat, with a draw-bridge, part of which ſtill remains. 


Adjoining the tower, ſtands the old manſion, the reſidence 
of the family, till the direct line became extinct. Both 
the tower and houſe, however, are faſt crumbling into 


oy 


ruins, and exhibit a fad fpeCtacle of human grandeur. 


Though ſaid to have been once the abode of kings, and, 


for many ages, the chief reſidence of one of the moſt an- 


cient families in the kingdom, yet they now afford only a 


very comfortleſs dwelling to a common ploughman. 


Henry Bruce, Eſq., the laſt laird of Clackmannan, died 
in 1772 3 and in him ended the direc} line of that ancient 
family. His widow, Katharine Bruce, ſurvived him till 
November 1791, when ſhe died, by means of an accidental 


fall, at the great age of 95 f. She had in 1 her Fan 
4 L 2 | Au 


* See * Accounts of the Chamberlain of Scotland, in the years 1329, 


1330, and 1331, from the originals in the Exchequer,” publiſhed by 
Mr. John Davidſon i in 1771. 


j The memory of this lady will ever be revered by all who knew ber. | 
She | 
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an immenſely large ſword, with a helmet, ſaid to have 
been uſed by King Robert Bruce at the battle of Bannock- 
burn; both of which ſhe bequeathed as a legacy to the 
. preſent ] Earl of Elgin. The direct male line of the family 
of Bruce of Clackmannan being extinct, a diſpute is now 
keenly agitated by two claimants for the chiefſhip, the Earl 


of Elgin and Alexander Bruce, Eſq. of Kennet ; but un- 


| leſs ſome farther evidence be adduced, than what has yet 
appeared, it is not probable, that it will ſoon be termi. 
nated in favour of either of the parties. It is aſtoniſhing, 
| therefore, how Mr. Aſtle, in his late publication, “On 

the Seals of the Kings of Scotland,” &c. ſhould, withont 
heſitation, and without ſhowing any good evidence, have 
aſſigned the chiefſhip to the Earl of 1 
A tree of the family of the Bruces, from cheir firſt ar- 
pival i in Britain, is in the poſſeſſion of that nobleman, left 
to him as a legacy by the late lady of Clackmannan ; a 
copy of which alſo is in the poſſeſſion of Lord Dundas. 
It is dated 1686 z but upon what grounds its authenticity 
depends, it has not as yet been ſhown. This, however, 
| muſt be judged of, in a great meaſure, according as the 
fats related in it agree, or diſagree with the general te- 
nor of hiſtory If this tree ſhall be pronounced authen- 
tick, 


She was one of thoſe rare characters, which at times appear on earth as 


| the ornaments of their nature. To all the high ſentiments of a dignified 


and enlightened mind, ſhe added thoſe amiable virtues of the heart, 
which render their influence irreſiſtible. As long as ſhe lived, therefore, 
the Tower of Clackmannan was frequented by her numerous friends and 
acquaintances, of various ranks, and of all ages; for her extreme weight 
of years had not made the leaſt impreſſion upon that happy vivacity and 
cheerſulneſs of temper, which had always made her company ſo much 
the admiration and the delight of her friends, She was formed to ſup- 


port to the laſt, with undiminiſhed dignity, the Garater of the rac! 
from W hich ſhe was ſprung. 


of clue. I 637 80 
PO it evidently ben Mr. 2 of Kennet the chief of 
the Bruces z fince, according to it, he is deſcended from 
Sir Robert Bruce, the eighth laird of Clackmannan, being 
three generations later than the Earl of Elgin, who is de- 
ſcended from Sir David Bruce, the fifth laird of Clack- 
mannan, according to this tree. On the margin of the 


tree is a narrative, uns an account of the A: of the - 
Bruces „ 


Mr. Bruce of Lena how alſo a . to hn attaimed 

title of Lord Burleigh. His grandmother, by the father's 
fide, was Mary Balfour, the youngeſt daughter of the 
fourth Lord Burleigh ; whoſe only ſon Robert killed a man 
in 1 707 , and was condemned to es but eſcaped from priſon 


previous 


® Gopy of the Narrative on 1 Margin of the Family Tree of the 


g Bavces of eee 
Rraven, 


| Since we are to 955 of the e of that heroick prince King 
Robert Bruce, take notice, in the firſt place, that this ſirname; (whithet 
corruptly pronounced for Le Preux (the valiant), as in the old records 
it is oftentimes written Le Breuſe, or a Topieall ſirname De Rrms, from 
a town and caſtle of that name in the Griſons country, hath originally 
from France; where, about the year 1145, lived Peter Brucie, famous 
for writing againſt the Romiſh errors of tranſubſtantiation, whoſe fol- 
lowers, by the Popiſh writers, are ſtiled Petro Bruſiani. About the year 
1050, divers noblemen of Normandy, coming over with Q. Emma, ſet- 
2 tled themſelves in England; after her death (being hated of the Engliſh) 
were forced ta retire for Scotland, which was then nearly allied to the 
Duke of Normandy, by reaſon that King Kenneth the III. and King 
| Malcolm the II. married two daughters of that houſe amongſt the reſt. 
I. Adelme le Bruis, Preos or Breos (for ſo diverſly is he named), ob- 
tained in Scotland the lands of Bouilden. This Adelme joined, in the 
year 1066, with William the Baſtard, Duke of Normandy, in the con- 
queſt of England; and, for his valiant ſervice, was highly rewarded with 
great lands there, namely, the caſtle and barony of Skelton, and lordſhip 
of Cleveland, the lands of Hert, Hertneſſe, Hertlepool, Danby, Leving- 
ton, Yarum, Guiſburgh, Shorp, "Ps buten, Weſtiy Broſton, 
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previous to the 47 of his execution. He v was coneealed for 
ſome years, and after his father's death, joined in the Re- 

bellion in 1715; in conſequence of which, the title was 
attainted.— The queſtion, therefore, i is, whether this Robert . 


was to be conſidered as dead in law, upon his being con- 


demned (which was before his father died), ſo that no 

after deed of his could affect the title as to the next heir? 
If this be the caſe, as the title is ſaid to be to heirs what- 
ſoever; Mr. Bruce of Kennet muſt have a juſt claim to the 


title of Burleigh, by virtue of his grandmother's right, as 
the other Oe" was never married. 


prior of Guiſburgh. He carried, in his coat of arms A, a lyon rampant P: 


Hic had a younger brochar, named William le Breos, Lord of Kremer, 


in Suſſex. 


II. Robert Bruce, 1 done to | Adelme, aſſiſted Edgar (one to K. 
Malcom Cranmore) in recovery of the Crown of Scotland, uſurped by 
Duncan, his baſtard brother, and Donald Bane his uncle; he married 


Agneſs Annand, heir of the Lordſhip of Annandale, who bare him two 


ſones; 2ſt. Adam, Lord of Skelton; 2d. Robert, Lord of Annandale. 
He founded the priory of Guiſburgh, anno 1120, and endowed it richly | 
| un lands and tythes. He aſſiſted St. David, then Earle Huntingtone, 


in founding the abbey ef Selkirk, which afterwards, when he came to 
ahe Crown, tranſported to Kelſo. This Lord Robert, as witneſs in the 
charter of mortification, has contributed his lands of Bouilden for increaſ- 


ing the patrimony thereof. He died anno 1141, and was buried in the 


monaſtery of Guifburgh : ſo that they are miſtaken who account this 
Robert to be the man who aſſiſted William the Conqueror anno 1068, 
being ſome 75 years before his death. His brother e prior of 
Guiſburgh, died A. D; 1155. 


III. Robert, ſecond of that name, was ſecond Lord of Annandale, in 


right of his mother, and Lord of Cleaveland, Hert, Hertneſs, and Hert- 
pool, by his father's gift. He conformed to the cuſtoms of thoſe times, 
appointing his father's bearing, aſſumed the coat of Annandale O, 2 chief 
and ſaltier G, and having no ſons by his firſt wiſe Aliſa, or Aviſa, he gave 


ſundry mortifications to the can-rs of Rane he gave alſo mauy 
| lande 


. There = 


8 and 8 He had t two 1 585 1. Robert, hls facceffor ; 2. William, 


CV 


Of Clacknanan. e 639 


b 18 another old tower ſituated on the banks of the 
Devon, belonging to Lord Cathcart. It has been for 
many years in the poſſeſſion of his family, and is Rill more 
entire than the tower of Clackmannan. There was alſo 
e = 


Ends in marriage with his daughters, whoſe poſterity carry his arms, 
with alterations, namely, Johnſton, Kilpatrick, Moffet, Tweedy, Tait, 
Litle, Corry, Hert, Greir, Jardin, Boys. By his ſecond wife, Juditha, 
daughter to William of Langcaſter, Lord of Kendell, he had, . 
IV. William, third Lord of Annandale and Cleveland, a: vialant re: 
lgious nobleman, who lived in the days of K. Alexander II. in the roth 
year of his reigne. He is witneſs in a charter granted by him to Abbey 
of Kelſo; he confirmed his predeceſſor's donation to the monaſtery of 
Kelſo and Guiſburgh, adding moreover a new gift of certain lands in 
| Hertlepool to the canons of Guiſburgh. He married Iſabel, daughter to 
William the Lyon, begotten upon the daughter de Avenell | 


V. Robert his ſon, third of that name, and fourth Lord Annandale * aa 


_ Cleaveland, married Iſabella, daughter to Gilbert of Clare, Earl of Clare, 
| Gloceſter, and Hertfoord ; had three ſons, 1. Robert, his ſucceſſor ; 
2. John, of whom many of the ſurname of Bruce in Scotland are de. 
ſcended; 3. Sir Bernard, of Conington, in England. 

VI. Robert, fourth of that name, and fifth Lord of Annandale, mar- 
ried Iſabell, ſecond daughter to Prince David Earl of Huntington and 
Cheſter, and got with her the lordſhip of Garioch. He was, for his ex- 
ceeding valour, ſirnamed the Noble. In the year 1264, he, with John 
Balioll, Lord of Galloway, was ſent with an army to the alfance of K. 
Henry the III. of England againſt the Barons. | 
VII. Robert, his ſon, fifth of that name, Lord of Annandale ad Ga- 
rioch, married Martha Counteſs of Carrick. | 

The clandeſtine marriage, ſpoken of by our hiſtorians, was not be- 
twixt her and the Lord Robert Bruce, but with Thomas Mackintagart, 
Her firſt huſband ; who (being Earl of Carrick in her right), in the year 
1270, was ſent with other noblemen to the wars of the Holy Land with 
1000 ſoldiers; and, dying there without iſſue, left his lady a widow, 
whoſe marriage the. King procured to his couſin Lord Robert Bruce, 
whereby he became Earl of Carrick. She bare many children to him; 
T. Robert, ſixth of that name, thereafter King of Scotland ; 2. Edward 
Far) of Carrick and King of Ireland; 3. Sir Neil Bruce, — 1 in Kil- 


ine 
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one of the ſame kind at a place called Hart-ſhaw, which 


belonged originally to the Stewarts of Roſyth; from which 
family Oliver Cromwell, by the female line, is ſaid to 


have been deſcended. It was probably the hunting ſeat of 


chat family, as the name denotes. Very few veſtiges, 


however, 


drimmie; 4. and 5. Thomas and Alexander, taken in Galloway : Theſe 
| three were baſely murdered by King Edward Long Shanks. His firſt | 


daughter Chriſtian was married firſt to Sir Andrew Murray, Lord Both- 
well. After his death (he being killed at Stirling x297), ſhe was married 


te Donald Earl of Mar. Second daughter Eufeme, married to Sir Tho- 
mas Randolph, ſheriff of Roxbrugh, and great Chamberlain of Scotland 
Third, Marjory, married Sir Neill Campell of Loch. The fourth 


married to Sir Chriſtopher Seaton of Seaton. This Robert is he 


| Who contended with Baliel. for the crown, and being perfidioufly uſed 


by King Edward Long Shanks (who made uſe of his power and friends 
to conquer Scotland, under pretence of maintaining his title), at length 


perceaveing the treachery, and labouring in vain to get his fon, the 
Lord Robert Bruce, in his own power, whom King Edward cauſed 

to be keept in Cailis as a pledge to bind his father to his ſervice, ' 
and ſo to withdraw himſelf into Scotland, brocken with grief and in- 


dignation. As he returned from! Hert to Annandale, he deceaſed in 


the way, about Paſche 1304, and was buried in the monaſtery of Holm 


Coultran. Obſerve, here the reader is admoniſhed of ſome miſtakes in 
writers of hiſtory ; ſome placing another Robert betwixt this Earl of 


Carrick and Robert the Noble, who married one of the heirs of Hunt- 
ingtoun ; ſome aſſenting that Robert the Noble himſelf was Baliol's com- 
petitor ; ſome writing that Robert Earl of Carrick, who contended with 


Baliol, was the ſame which afterwards ſo happily came to the crown; 


whereas indeed Robert the Noble was father to the Earl of Carrick, and 
dycd before Alexander the III. King Robert alfo was but a child of ten 
or twelve years in the time of contention, his father being ſtill alive, who 


(as ſaid is) dyed anno 1304. | | 
VIII. King Robert Bruce married, firſt Ifabell, daughter to Gratne7 


Farl of Mar, by whom he had one daughter Mariorie, whoe bare to her 


huſband, the Lord Walter Stewart of Renfrew, Robert King ef Scot- 
land; and ſecondly, he married Iſabell de Bourk, daughter to Haymer 


Earl of Ulſter in Ireland, who was mother to” King David and to Mar- 
| L 


remaining. The proprietor, it ſeems, in the beginning of 


Vor. AV. „ 4M this 


ates Counteſs of Sutherland. King David "had no oil, whereby . 


crown fell to the houſe of Stewart. 


IX. Edward Earl of Carrick and King of Ireland (yownger brother to 


King Robert), married Ifabell, daughter of John Earl of Athol, ſiſter 


daughter to the Lord Cumine Stair at Dumfries, She bare to him three : 


ſons, ſucceſſively one after another Eatls of Carrick ; Robert, killed at 


Vuplin ; 2. Earl Alexander, killed at Haledon-hill, both without iſſue; 


3. Earl Thomas married Dornagilla Cumine, daughter to Red John 
Cumine, widow of Archibald Douglafs Lord of Galoway (in her right), 


by whom he had one daughter Eleonor, who married Sir James Sande. 


lands, to whom her uterine brother William Earl of Douglaſs gave in 


portion with her the barony of Weſt Calder ; of which mariage, the 
Barons of Weſt Calder and Lords of Torphichen are deſcended. In this 


Thomas ended the male iſſue of Robert Bruce firſt Earl of Carrick, 


whereupon that Earldom was heſtowed on John Stewart, Lord of Kyle, 
eldeſt ſone to King Robert Stewart, who thereafter was King, called 


Robert the It. : and the Biden of Carrick was annexed to the prin- 
cipality. | 


X. King David Hes, in the 39th year of his reign, 1 369, gave the 


barony and caſtle of Clackmannin, which of old belonged to the crown, 


to his kinſman. © Delecto conſanguineo,” faith the , dated at 
Perth the gth of December, a regni 39. 
Robert Bruce deſcended of William Adelmes' brother, whoſe ſucceſ- 


for (after the houſe of Annandale were extin&), did ſucceed as chief, | 
and ſo aſſumed the armes, to wit, a chief and ſaltier, ſo carried by the 


lairds of Clackmannin. The houſe of Airth giving for difference a ſtar 
in chief, and Earlſhall deſcended from Airth for a farther difference, 


adeth a flower de lis, in memory of his advancement by King Charles 
the VIII. of France (for his great ſervices) to the barony of Concreſault, 
which he excambed with the Lord e for the lands of Earl- 


ſhall in Fyffe. 
XI. Sir Bernard Bruce, third ſon to the foreſaid Robert fourth Lord 


of Annandale, by the favour of elder brother, Robert the Noble, who 


married David Earle of Huntingtoun's daughter, obtained the marriage 
of the heir of Connington, in Huntingtounſhire, and Exton in Rutland- 
hire, in England, holding in fee of the Earls of Huntingtoun. To him 

| | 1 | ſucceeded 


however, of this tower, except the coat of arms, are now 
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this century, pulled it down, foe the purpoſe of building 


a mil, and ſome farm houſes. 
| Charatte 


: foeceeded bis*Con Barnard It. his ſon Barnard III. 555 ſon Barnard Iv. 


Who had no iſſue, His younger brother John Br. had two daughters, 
x. Jean, who got the lands of Exton, of whom deſcended the Hunting. 
| touns of Exton; 2. Agnes Bruce got the lands of Connington, whoſe 
ſucceſſor is Sir Robert Cotton of Connington, the ſamous antiquary. 


We come now to ſpeak of Adam Lord of Skelton, eldeſt fon to 1 4 


bert firſt Lord of Annandale, whoſe ſucceſſors carried in their coat of 
arms, A, a lyon rampant, P. His ſon, Adam Bruce (ſecond of that 
name), had for his ſucceſſor Peter, I, a mighty baron, who married the 
daughter of Stephen of Campeigne (ſiſter's fon to the Conqueror), Earle 
Albemarle and Holderneſs. His ſon Peter II. married Haviſa, grandchild 
and heir to William of Lancaſter, Lord of Kendall, in whoſe right he 
and his heirs poſſeſſed that barony : He died at Merſilles i in France (as 
he returned from the Holy Land) 1219. His ſon Peter III. had no 

| children; and he was laſt of the male ſucceſſion of Adam Lord of Skel- 

ton. His great inheretance was divided amongſt his four ſiſters; x, 
Agnes brought to her huſband Sir Walter Faulconbridge the barony of 
Skelton ; 2. Luſie and her huſband, Sir Marmaduke Thueng, had the 
barony of Danby; 3 Margaret Bruce and her huſband, Robert Rot, 
Lord of Warkcaſtle, got the Lordſhip of Kendall. Laderina, with her 
huſband John de Bella Aqua, had the lands of Carleton. 


XII. William le Breos, for ſo he and his poſterity is cald, brother to 


Adelme, for his ſervice in the conqueſt, got from William of Normandy 
the caſtle and barony of Bremwer in Suſſex, 


XIII. Peter le Breos, his ſon, ſecond Lord of Bremwer, married Ha- 


viſa, daughter of William de Momara Earl of Lincoln, in her right ſhe 
dyed in the Holly Land, 1128. 
XIV. Phillip le Breos, his ſon, third Lord of eee a valiant 
nobleman, was one of the firſt adventurers in the conqueſt of Ireland. 
He married Bertha, ſecond daughter to Millo Fitz-Walter, Earle of 
| Herefoord. She had three brethren, Rodger, Walter, and Henry, one 
alter another Earls of Hereford, who leaveing no iſſue, Bertha aug- 
mented her huſband Philip with the Lordſhip of Brecknock, in Breck» 
nockſhire, and Abergaveny, in Munmuthſhire in England. 
XV. William, his ſon, fourth Lord Bremwer, and alſo Lord of Breck- 
nock and Abergaveny, married Eva, one of the five daughters and ca- 
heir 


Vs 
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 Charafter of the People —The great diverſity of ranks 
and employments in this pariſh, renders the character of 


the people equally diverſified. In general, however, they 


are a ſober, induſtrious, and religious people ; though in- | 
ſtances of great profligacy now and then occur, Many of : 
the lower ranks are much addicted to the drinking of 


whiſky 3 which is often the cauſe of much miſery to their 


families. The great body of the farmers are a moſt intel- 


ligent and reſpectable claſs of men; many of them poſ- 
4 M 2 F ſeſſing 


heirs (alter the death of their five brethren) of William Marſhall, the 


great Earl of Pembroke. She had two ſons. 


XVI. William, who dying without iſſue, left his ſucceſſion to his bro- 
mer. 
XVII. Robert, 10 married Helen, daughter to Allan de Vitro 


Pont, &c. This Robert did quit his own arms, and aſſumed thoſe of 


Annandale, they being the only male-heirs of the family deſcended from 


Adelme. King Robert, his brother Edward, and his ſons, all earls of 
Annandale, being extin& without iſſue, ſo that this Robert remained 


chief, aſſuming the primitive terms which his ſucceſſors carry unto this 
day from him, _y bearing the name of Bryce, are deſcended : whoſe ' 


=" fort, 


XVIII. Robert I. Laird of Clackmannan, married — FIR Bs 1 


ter to the Laird of Roſenyth, who bare to him three ſons; 1. Robert; 
2. Edward; 3. Thomas; and a A who married the Laird of 


Balnagoun : but his ſon, 


XIX. Robert, ſecond Laird of Clackmannan, Werden — Scryme 


geure of Didop, by whom he had 1ſt. David, 2d. Bruce of Munies. 
XX. David, third Laird of Chiekmangnn, married the __ to 
the Lord of Lorn. | 


XXI. David, fourth Laird of r married 1ſt, —— 


Stirling, daughter to their Laird of Keir: 4. He married Herris, daugh- 


ter to the Laird Taregles, on both of whom he had Moe, as in the tree to 


be ſeen. 


XXII. Sir David, fifth Laird of Clackmannan, married Jennet 


Blacketer, daughter to the Laird of Tullialan, &c. 
XXIII. John, fixth Laird of Clackmannan, married —— 8 
daughter to the Laird of Polmacs, 


XXIV. 


e 
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ſeſſing ſentiments and manners ſuperior to their rank in 
life. The higher ranks in this pariſh have been, from time 
i immemorial, uniformly diſtinguiſhed by their exemplary | 
conduct, and their regular attendance upon all the ordi- 


nances of religion 93 and | it 18 but juſtice to fay, that they 
till 


XXIV. Rt bert. e Laird of Clackmannian, furetaded John, and : 


married —— n daughter to the Laird of Tullibarn, by Wham he 
had iſſue. 

XXV. Sir Robert, eighth Lark of Clackmannan, had to his "ry wiſe 
Jennet Wardlaw, daughter to the Laird of Tory. After her death, he 
married Helena Durie of the houſe of Durie. What numerous iſſue be 
had by them, it is s needleſs here to repent, ſince the tree 5 pans 
them out. | 


XXVI. Robert, ninth Laird of eee married Eliſabeth Hal. | 


liburton, daughter to the Laird of Pitcur, and had by her Sir Henry ; 
& George Bruce of Comery. He had alſo three daughters; 1. Catherin, 


married Robert Watſon, brother's ſon of Caſters; 2. Jean marrie 3 


Weemys of Pitney; 5. Helena married Alexander Brute of Kinnaird, 
XXVII. Sir Henry, tenth Laird of Clackmannan, hade to. his firſt wiſe 


Lady Mary Shan, daughter of Sir Alexander Shan of Sauchy, by whom 


he had Sir David, his ſucceſſor; 2. Captain John Bruce, who married 
Robertſon of Bedlay ; 3 Henry Bruce, He had allo a daughter, 


Jeanie, who married James Bruce of Powfoules. His ſecond lady was 
the Counteſs of Dundie. 3 


XXVIII. sir David Bruce, arefent Laird of 8 e | 


Margarett M*Kenzie, eldeſt daughter to the Viſcount of Tender, and 
has * her Elizabeth Bruce, &c. who God long continue. | 
Amen, Amen. 5 
Prænobilis iluftrifimz & antiquitate haud ulli ſecundæ Bruſiorum 


familz genealogiam in hac tabula delineatam, honoratiſſimo viro D. Da. 


vidi Bruſio, Eq A. & Baron Gentis ſuæ principi ſubmiſſe dicavit. 
M. Joh. Szombatinus Hungarus. A. Do. 1686. 


* The late Lord Kennet, one of the Members of the Court of Seſſion, 


and of the High Court of Juſliciary, had his reſidence in this pariſh. His 


publick virtues, and his character as a judge, are too well known to need 
any encomium. His private life was no leſs amiable and reſpectable 


He was a bleſſing to all ranks in this corner of the country, in which he 


lived, 


Oo Clackmannan, = 645 


Kill e. continue to ; defies this character, which certainly has 


a happy influence upon the manners of the inferior orders 
of the ven. 


5 Miſellanaut Oe eee Nagy dreadful accidents have 


happened in this pariſh. Several perſons have been drown- 


ed; ſeveral hurt and killed, and burnt to death, at the public i 
works. Two children had their brains daſhed out, by coal 
waggons going over their heads. TWao young men belong- 
ing to the pariſh had their lives wonderfully preſerved, after 
falling from heights, almoſt incredible to be told. One fell 
751 feet from a high tower, and was little hurt; the very 
ſame perſon, ſometime after, fell 30 feet from the roof of 
a houſe, and was not hurt. Another perſon fell into an 
old coal-pit, 70 feet deep, and was got out ſafe, having 


only his thigh bone broken. Theſe old open coal-pits, 
without the leaſt fence around them, are frequent in all 
the collieries of this pariſh. They are a publick nuiſance, 


ger, 


by which the lives of men are often expoſcd to real dane 


At the colliery of 8 there i is at preſent a woman 
who has twins; ſhe herſelf was a twin, and her mother 
was one of three at a birth. Two ſiſters in the pariſh were 


lately the mothers of three dumb children. 

A young cow, ſome years ago, produced a calf when 
ſhe was exactly 13 months old. 

About 20 years ago, a very large ſpreading aſh tree was 
{truck by lightning, and has ſince exhibited a ſingular 


phenomenon. The lightning had ſtruck one half, only, 
N 


lived. When he died, the tears of the widow and the fatherleſs were 
ſhed upon his grave: For “ the cauſe which he knew not, he literally 


i ſcarched out.” 
Multis We bonis flebilis occidit. 
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5 of i its Vase and, penetrating al the way down one ſide 
of the trunk, tore up and laid open the roots of the ſame 
Hide. Since that time, one half of the tree has decayed, 
while the other remained healthy. "The bark was entire 


all round the trunk; but the healthy branches continued 
yearly to decreaſe a little. No farther obſervations, how- 


| ever, can now be made upon it: for though it appeared to 
be a great natural curioſity, yet the proprietor, it ſeems, has 


not conſidered it in this point of view, and, not thinking 


of the philoſophical purpoſes to which i it might have been 


ſubſervient, has lately cut it down. 
This pariſh ſtill opens a wide field for i improvements of 


various kinds. There was formerly a ferry boat on the 
river Forth, oppoſite the village of Clackmannan. This 
would ſtill be of great uſe and convenience to the country, 
both to the north and ſouth. The harbour at Clackman- 


nan Pow, by a ſmall expenſe, may be rendered a ſafe and 
convenient landing place. And a village alſo might be 


built at that place, ſo as to have many advantages of ſitua- 


The whole county of Clackmannan, and this pariſh in 
particular, has long laboured under the greateſt inconre- 


nience, from the uncommonly bad ſtate of the public 
roads. Fortunately, however, the gentlemen of the coun- 
ty have at laſt got their eyes opened to their true intereſt. 
A turnpike road bill for this county 1s juſt now depending 
in Parliament, and with every proſpect of ſucceſs. 
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II is remarkable, that there ſhould be lying, at no 
greater diſtance from us than half way between Ork 
ney and Shetland, an Iſle, whoſe inhabitants ſeem to be, 
as yet, almoſt in a ſtate of nature. The account of a 
ſouth-ſea iſland, could hardly attract more our curioſity. 
What ſeems to explain the fingularity of the caſe, is, the 
ſmall ſize of the Fair Ille, and its lying remote from any 
neighbouring ones; from which circumſtances, it has nei- 
ther been in a condition to defend itſelf, on account of the 
ſcanty number of its inhabitants, nor to obtain aid from 
thoſe of other places. That it was in former times pecu- 
liarly expofed to invaders and ravagers, appears from hiſ- 
tory. © The natives (ſays Buchanan, who wrote in the 
century before laſt), are by far the pooreſt of all others; 
for the fiſhermen from England, Holland, and other ma- 
ritime regions, who every year frequent thoſe ſeas, ſeize 
upon and carry away every thing, as they pleaſe,” Hence, 
; 5.4 although 
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: although fach dedredutions have ectifed; thoſe ide ard | 


but hardly at this day emerging from the effects of ſo 


- precarious and diſtreſsful a condition; and beginning to 


form ſomething like a ſettled and a comfortable ſociety. 
Ihe Fair Iſle belongs to the pariſh of Dunroſſneſs in 
Shetland; and the following account of it is taken from 


a paper drawn up by the Rev. Mu. nn miniſter of 


N * in ap 


Tux name of this iſle, perhaps may be derived from its 5 
being diſtinctly marked in the ocean, and ſeen by ma- 5 


riners at a great diſtance; ſeldom covered with fog; and, 


on a nearer approach, exhibiting its lofty heads, clothed 


with conſiderable verdure. Buchanan deſcribes it with a 
good deal of accuracy. © Fara, or, The Fair Iſt, is a 


conſpicuous object .(ſays he), both to the Orkneys and to 


Shetland. It riſes into three very high promontories, en- 
compaſſed with lofty rocks; and is every where inacceſ- 


ſible, unleſs upon the S. E., where, lowering itſelf a little, 
it affords a ſafe ſtation for ſmall veſſels.“ It is 30 miles 
diſtant from the moſt northerly of the Orkney iſlands, and 
24 from the S. part of Shetland; extending in length from 
N. E. to 8. W. upwards of 3 mules, and nearly 2 in 


breadth. 


The promontories are Malcolm's Head on the W., the 


Wart or Wardhili on the N. E., and the Sheep Craig at 


the 8. E. extremity. This laſt is a ſtupendous and mag- 
nificent object; a huge maſs of rock riſing in a conical 
form as it were from the ocean, to the heiglit of 480 feet, 
and almoſt entirely ſeparated from the iſland, either 8 


the force of the ſurrounding element or ſome convulſion 


of 


of nature. The ſoil on its ſurface, which conſiſts of about 
12 acres, Produces a kind of graſs that maintains annually 


24 ſheep, which are as remarkable for the excellence of 


their wool, as for the value of their carcaſſes. In ſeveral 
parts of- this ſolitary iſle, where the rock has been ſoft, or 
a ſtratum of clay has preſented its ſurface, the ſea has 


dug many deep gulfs Or gullies to a conſiderable diſ- 
tance. Of this kind is the one on the S. E. ſide of the 
iſland, called Stromceiler; in which, tradition aſſerts, one 


of the ſhips of the Spaniſh Armada, in the year 1588, 
ſuffered ſhipwreck. The inhabitants believe ſhe is now 
converted into a rock, and covered with ſea weed. Cap» 
tain Roe, from England, in 1740, when fiſhing the 
_ wreck, was fortunate enough to raiſe two braſs guns, of a 
large ſize, and ſome other articles of leſs value; but hav- 
ing Joſt a man in the attempt, he deſiſted. About the 
year 1770, a ſhip bolt, long and thick, with ſtones ad- 


| hering, was thrown aſhore in a neighbouring gulf, and 


is now in the poſſeſſion of James Stewart, Eſq. the pro- 
prietor. To the eye of a ſpectator who delights to con- 


template the wild irregularities of Nature, there is every 


where much entertainment. In one place, the rocks raiſe 
their bold brows, and ſtretch out as it were to bid defi- 


ance to the fury of the ocean; in another, they ſeem to 


{ſhrink back, and are cut into immenſe caves and deep 


gulfs, that threaten to undermine and tear in pieces the 
whole land. Its extremities are all of them high; the 
middle part is lower, and more level; and the whole ſur- 
face of it, which amounts to about 1800 acres, except in 
a very few ſpots, is covered with knolls or hillocks. There 
is, on the N. E. corner, a harbour for ſmall craft, wherc 
they lie in ſafety when the wind blows from any quarter 
but N. E.; and for the greater ſecurity, they arg fixed 
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with ropes to the rocks, by means of rings and ſtaples in- 


ſerted for that purpoſe. The rocks on the 8. W. fide are 


5 called the Keels; and alhore on this Fw lie all — boats 


of the iſland. 


To the N. are Seed the houſes, which are eonfuledly | 
thrown together as chance, whim, or conveniency direct- 


| ed, into four clumps or towns, under the fine ſounding 


names of Shewah, Lioh, Buſtah, and Gelah. Theſe 4 


little towns, as they are called, contain the inhabitants, of 
which there are 32 families, about 7 perſons in each; 106 
males, and 114 females; in all, 220. Of theſe, there are 

two, 100 years of age and upwards. 5 e 


6 between 90 and 90, 33 between 30 and 40, 
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The people in this iſland are increaſing conſiderably in 


| number ; ; for in the laſt 8 years, there have been 11 mar- 
riages, 64 births, and only 27 funerals. Since it came 
into the hands of the preſent proprietor, who purchaſed 


it at a judicial ſale from the Sinclairs of Quandel, the 
Population has increaſed one-fourth ; and though it has 


not been in his poſſeſſion much above 20 years, it hag 


brought him nearly triple his purchaſe-money. The cauſes 


of this proſperity are various. Their paſture ground is 
very good; on which they have 400 ſheep, whoſe wool 
and mutton are equally excellent, and alſo nearly 200 black 
cattle, beſides ſome goats, which have been lately im- 
| Ported, and horſes, which, for domeſtick purpoſes, they 
bring from Shetland. All theſe they take particular care 
of, and turn their produce to the beſt account, in their 

situation. 
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is divided among them in ſmall and nearly equal parcels, 
every man attentively labours his little ſpot with the ſpade, 
| there not being a plough in the whole iſland. As the 
ſhores are high, and the water deep, they have little or 


; ſituation. Their arable land is about 75 acres; and as it 


no acceſs to fea weed, which in the Orkneys is ſo * . 


uſed as a manure, and therefore they are obliged to have 
recourſe to dung or compoſt, by means of which their 
lands produce alternately excellent oats and barley. Theſe 
are the only grains they raiſe ; and when they have cul- 
_ tivated their land for two years, and had a crop of each 
kind, they lay it down to reſt for one year, when they 
begin the ſame courſe as formerly. ao manufacture 
à little kelp in the ſummer ſeaſon. 5 
Their boats, Which are 14 in number, lie on the S. 

W. ſhore, under the little town of Gelah, from Which 
they go with only 2 or 3 men in them, who ſit in the 
middle of the boat, and, with an oar in each hand, row 


cover immenſe billows, in a ſhort time, to a great diſtance. 


In theſe pitiful ſciffs, in which a landman would ſcarcely | 
truſt his life. acroſs a river, they fly to the fiſhing ground, 
almoſt out of fight of the iſland, where they catch plenty 
of fine code, ling, tuſk, ſkate, holibut, mackerel, cyth, and 
other fiſh of inferior quality. Theſe, together with their 
hens, chickens, ſheep, eggs, &c. they afterwards carry to 
| ſhips, which they obſerve in the offing, though at the 
diſtance of 15 or 20 miles, and barter them to great ad- 
vantage, for various articles of food and clothing. They 
ſpin alſo excellent linen yarn, and diſcover much dexte- 
rity in manufacturing their fine ſoft wool into ſtockings, 
- gloves, nightcaps, and other wearing apparel. If they do 
not diſpoſe of their whole fiſh, mutton, hens, ſtockings, 
&cc. in barter with the ſhips, which is ſeldom the caſe, 
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which in whole amount to about 801. Sterling annually, 
The proprietor, abundantly ſenſible that their money is 


in the articles they can beſt ſpare z he furniſhes them with 


the Shetland iſles; and the cultivated ground in it, like 


which, it pays ceſs, as there has been no valuation in 
that country. It makes part of the county of Orkney, 
pays a feu- duty of 200 merks to Lord Dundas, and 341. 


Scotch, compounded vicarage teind, to the miniſter of 
Dunroſſneſs, as belonging to his pariſh. From its fertility 


in raiſing excellent grain, its affording paſture for plenty 
of ſheep and black cattle, from the myriads of fiſh, of the 


iargeſt ſize and of the fineſt quality, that perpetually ſwim _ 


aound its coaſts, ſome are of * it would be an ex- 
cellent fiſning ſtation. 


The people are all of them ſober, prudent, and induſ- 
trious: The men are remarkable for ſtrength and vigour, 


the women for ſweetneſs and modeſty ; and as they live 
prineipally on bread and fiſh, which, it is admitted, are 


very favourable to population, they have families as healthy 
as they are numerous. To rear up theſe to be a comfort 
10 their parents, and a benefit to the publick, the Society 
for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge have eſtabliſhed one 
of their ſchools in the iſland. A Sunday ſchool, with a 


ſuitable ſalary, and a conſiderable number of books given, 
bas been erected this year, by a very humane and bene- 
volent ſociety at Edinburgh. If, to theſe excellent inſti- 
tutzons, the labours of a miſſionary were added, at the 
expenſo 


they reſerve the remainder for the payment of their rent, bY 


ſcarce, and indeed almoſt unneceſlary, receives his rents 
thoſe they ſtand moſt in need of, and, in return, takes 0 
what they either raiſe from the ground, or procure by 


purchaſe or manufacture. The iſland is reckoned one of 


that of Shetland, is divided into mark lands, according to 
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expenſe of the Cees for Managing the Royal Bounty, 
as formerly, theſe people would reap not only the benefits 
of education, but the enjoyments of virtue and the com- 


forts of religion. Already almoſt all of them can read; 


many of them can write; they are contented with their 
lot; they have ſobriety, good management, and induſtry: 
and were religion to lend her propitions aid, ſhe would 


animate and ſtrengthen all theſe virtues, ſweeten their 


toil, leſſen their care, and ſupport them in every dan ger 
and diſtreſs. 


ExDd or THe FOURTEENTH VoLUuE, 


end ane * 


— 


— 


